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THE     LIFE     OF 

ITHERINE   HAYES. 

A  Bloody  and  InAuman  Murderess,  cr'c. 


|HOUGH    aJl    Crimes   are    in    this  Nature 

I  foul,  yet  some  are  apparently  more  lieinoiis, 

and  of  a  blacker  Die  than  otiiers.     Murder 

'  has,  in  all  Ages  and  in  all  Climates,  been 

^  the  Number  of  those  Offences  held   the 

enormous  and  the  most  shocking    to  human 

re  of  any  other;  yet  even  this  admits  some- 

•  of  Aggravation,  and    the    Laws  of  Etii^Iand 

made  a  Distinction  between  the  Murder  of  a 

jer,  and  of  him  or  her  to  whom  we  owe  a  civil 

-ural  Obedience;  and  hence  it  is  that  killing  a 

and    or  a    Master  is  distinguished    under  the 

of  Petit  .Treason.     Vet  even  diis  in  the  Storj' 

.re  about  to  relate  had  several  heightening  Cir- 

tes,  the  poor  Man  having  both  a  Son  and  a  Wife 

~'  uing-  their  Hands  in  his  Blood.    Catherine  Hall, 

■  >u  IL  B 
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afterwards  by  her  Marriage,  Catherine  Hayes,  was 
born  in  the  Year  1690,  at  a  Village  on  the  borders  of 
Warwickshire^  within  four  Miles  of  Birmingfiau, 
Her  Parents  were  so  poor  as  to  receive  the  Assist- 
ance of  the  Parish,  and  so  careless  of  their  Daughter 
that  they  never  gave  her  the  least  Education.  While 
a  Girl  she  discovered  Marks  of  so  violent  and  turbu- 
lent a  Temper,  that  she  totally  threw  off  all  Respect 
and  Obedience  to  her  Parents,  giving  a  loose  to  her 
Passions,  and  gratifying  herself  in  all  her  vicious  In- 
clinations. 

UiV*  the  Year  1705,  some  Officers  coming  i    , 
"**      *  jiig^fibaa/'hood  to  recri  *t,  Kate  was  so  much  ta' 
w\m  the  Fellows  in  Red,  thr    ^,he  strolled  away  wil 
them  until  they  came  to  a  \  ulage  called  Great  Orh 
bersley  in   Warwickshire,  where  they  very  unge 
rously  left  her  behind  them.    This  Elopement  of  ii« 
Sparks  drove  her  almost  mad,  so  that  she  went  HI 
a  distracted  Creature  about  the  Country  until  comir 
to  Mr.  Hayes  s  Door,  his  Wife  in  Compassion  toe 
her  in  out  of  Charity.     The   eldest  Child   of  t*  i 
Family  was  yohn  Hayes,  the  Deceased,  who  bein  ! 
then  about  twenty- one  Years  of  Age,  found  so  man^ 
Charms  in  this  Catherine  Hall,  that  he  quickly  aftei 
her  coming  into  the  House  made  Proposals  to  her  0 
Marriage.     There  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  readi^ 
enough  received,  and  as  they  both  were  sensible  ho\i 
disagreeable  a  thing  it  would  be  to  his  Parents,  agreed 
to  keep  it  Secret     They  quickly  adjusted  the  Mea 
sures  that  were  to  be  taken  in  order  to  thei      -^in^ 
married  at  Worcester;  for  which  Purpose  Mi 
Hayes  pretended  to  his  Mother  that  he  wantA  j 

I  Tools  in  the  Way  of  his  Trade,  viz.,  that  of  \         ^ 

^  penter,  for  which  it  was  necessary  /he  should 
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Worcester ;  and  under  this  Colour  he  procured  also 
as  much  Money  as  with  what  he  already  had  was 
sulficieht  to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  intended 
Wedding. 

•  Catlurine,  without  the  Formality  of  bidding  them 
adieu,  having  privately  quitted  the  House,  and  meet- 
ing at  the  appointed  Place,  they  accompanied  each 
other  to  Worcester,  where  the  Wedding  was  soon 
celebrated.     The  same   Day  Mrs.  Catherine  Hayes 
had  the  Fortune  to  meet  with  some  of  her  quondam 
iquaintance,  who  had  before  dropped  her  at  Om- 
sley,  and  were  now  quartered  at  Worcesf^^.    '^hey 
flerstanding  she  was  th^t  Day  marrie  ',  and    ^\^  tp 
/le  Nuptials  were  to  b    solemnised,  consulted  a.*  n 
themselves  how  to  mauj  a  Penny  of  the  Bridegrji. 

ccordingly,  deferring  the  Execution  of  their  Inten- 
.idns  until  the  Evening,  just  as  Mr.  Hayes  was  got 
:nto  Bed  to  his  Wife,  they  coming  to  the  House 
iviiere  he  lodged  forcibly  entered  the  Room,  and 
dragged  the  Bridegroom  away,  pretending  to  impress 
Mm  for  her  Majesty's  Service.  This  Proceeding 
broke  the  Measures  Mr.  John  Hayes  had  concerted 
with  his  Bride  to  keep  their  Wedding  Secret ;  for 
fmding  no  Redemption  from  their  Hands,  without 
the  Expense  of  a  larger  Sum  of  Money  than  he  was 
Master  of,  he  was  necessitated  to  let  his  Father  know 
of  his  Misfortune.  Mr.  Hayes  hearing  of  his  Son  s 
Adventures,  as  well  of  his  Marriage  as  his  being 
pre<'sed  at  the  same  time,  his  Resentment  for  the 
o»^     did  not  extinguish  his  Affection  for  him  as  a 

•  t^r,  but  that  he  resolved  to  deliver  him  from  his 

loles.     Accordingly  taking  a  Gentleman  in  the 

'         ifhbourhood  along  with  him  he  went  to  Worcester, 
cheir  Arrival  there  they  found  Mr.  John  Hayes 
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in  the  Hands  of  the  Officers,  who  insisted  upon  the 
detaining  him  for  her  Majesty's  Service,  but  his 
Father,  and  the  Gentleman  he  brought  with  him  by 
his  Authority,  soon  made  them  sensible  of  their 
Errors,  and  instead  of  making  a  Benefit  of  him,  as 
they  proposed,  they  were  glad  to  discharge  him, 
which  they  did  immediately.  Mr.  Hayes  having  acted 
thus  far  in  Favour  of  his  Son,  then  expressed  his 
Resentment  for  his  having  married  without  his  Con- 
sent ;  but  it  being  too  late  to  prevent  it,  there  was 
no  other  Remedy  but  to  bear  with  the  same.  For 
some  Time  afterwards  Mr.  Hayes  and  his  Bride  lived 
in  the  Neighbourhood,  he  following  his  Business  as 
a  Carpenter,  and  his  Father  and  Mother  soon  grew 
more  reconciled.  But  Mrs.  Catherine  Hayes ^  who 
better  approved  of  a  travelling  than  a  settled  Life, 
persuaded  her  Husband  to  enter  himself  a  Volunteer 
in  a  Regiment  then  at  Worcester,  which  he  did,  and 
went  abroad  with  them,  where  he  continued  for  some 
Time. 

Mr.  yohn  Hayes  being  in  Garrison  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  Mrs.  Hayes  took  an  Opportunity  of  going 
over  thither,  and  continued  with  him  for  some  time, 
until  Mr.  Hayes,  not  content  with  such  a  lazy,  in- 
dolent Life,  wherein  he  could  find  no  Advantage, 
unless  it  were  the  gratifying  his  Wife,  solicited  his 
Father  to  procure  his  Discharge,  which  at  length  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  consent  to.  But  he  found 
much  Difficulty  in  perfecting  the  same;  for  the 
several  Journeys  he  was  necessitated  to  undertake, 
before  it  could  be  done,  and  the  Expenses  of  pro- 
curing it,  amounted  to  about  Sixty  Pounds.  The 
Release  having  been  thus  procured,  at  great  Expense 
and  Trouble,  Mr.  John  Hayes  and  his  Wife  returned 
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.•:i^^  II  \>rccsltrsAt'r€^ ;  and  his  Father,  the  better  to  in- 
:.ce  him  to  settle  himself  in  Business  put  him  into 
iT.  Elstate  of  Ten  Pound  /rr  AMHUfN^  hoping  that 
IIS.  \rith  the    Benefit  of  his  Trade,  would   enable 
V  cm  to  live  handsomely  and  creditably,  and  chanre 
•  >  roving  Inclinations,  he  being  sensible  that  his 
S.a's  Ramble  had  been  occasioned  through  her  Per- 
^v:3:^£ons.     But  Mr.  yo/itt  Hayes  representing  to  his 
rather  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  and  his  Wife 
:«"  live  on  that  Estate  only,  persuaded  his  Father  to 
Ti  him  have  another  also,  a  Lease/io/J  of  Sixteen 
rounds /^r  AHfmm^  upon  which  he  lived  during  the 
Continuance  of  the  Z^wr,  his  Father  paying   the 
AmmMal  Rent  thereof  until  it  expired.     The  Charac- 
ters of  Mr.  johu  Hayt:s  and  his  Wife  were  vasdy 
ilnerent :  he   had  the  Repute  of  a   sober,  sedate, 
r.xiesL  quiet,  peaceable  Man,  and  a  verj-  good  Hus- 
band :  the  only  Objection  his  Friends  would  admit  of 
a<:ainst  him  was.  that  he  was  of  too  parsimonious  and 
frj;^::al  Temper,  and  that  he  was  rather  too  indulgent 
04  his  Wife,  who  repaid  his  Kindness  with  ill  Usage, 
aod  frequendy  verj"  opprobrious  Language. 

As  to  his  Wife,  she  was  on  all  Hands  allowed  to 
he  a  ver\'  turbulent,  vexatious  Person,  always  setting 
People  together  by  the  Ears,  and  never  free  from 
c>sa3nrels  and  Controversies  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
giving  ill  Advice,  and  fomenting  Disputes  to  the 
Disturbance  of  all  her  Friends  and  Acquaintance. 
This  Unhappiness  in  her  Temper  induced  Mr.  ^oAh 
Hjmss  Relations  to  persuade  him  to  setde  in  some 
remote  Place,  at  a  Distance  from  and  unknoA%*n  to 
her  for  some  Time,  to  see  if  that  would  have  any 
Elicct  upon  her  turbulent  Disposition.  But  Mr. 
Hjycs  would  not  approve  of  that  Ad\ice,  nor  consent 
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to  a  Separation.  In  this  Manner  they  lived  for  the 
Space  of  about  six  Years,  until  the  Lease  of  the  last- 
mentioned  Farm  expired,  about  which  Time  Mrs. 
Hayes  persuaded  her  Husband  to  leave  the  Country 
and  come  to  London^  which  about  Twelvemonths 
afterwards,  through  her  Persuasions  he  did,  in  the 
Year  1719.  Upon  their  Arrival  in  Town  they  took 
a  House,  part  of  which  they  let  out  in  Lodgings,  and 
sold  Sea-Coal,  Chandlery  Ware,  &c.,  whereby  they 
lived  in  a  creditable  Manner,  and  though  Mr.  Hayes 
was  of  a  very  indulgent  Temper,  yet  she  was  so  un- 
happy as  to  be  frequently  jarring.  A  change  of 
Climate  having  made  no  Alteration  in  her  Temper, 
she  continued  in  her  same  passionate  Nature,  and 
had  frequently  Bickerings  and  Disputes  with  her 
Neighbours,  as  well  in  Town  as  before  in  the 
Countr)^ 

In  this  Business  they  picked  up  Money,  and  Mr. 
Hayes,  though  in  Town,  received  the  yearly  Rent  of 
the  first  mentioned  Estate,  and  by  lending  out  Money 
in  small  Sums  amongst  his  Country  People  improved 
the  same  considerably.  Mrs.  Hayes  would  frequently 
in  speaking  of  her  Husband  to  his  Friends  and  Ac- 
quaintance, give  him  the  best  of  Characters,  and 
commend  him  for  an  indulgent  Husband  ;  notwith- 
standing which,  to  some  of  her  particular  Cronies 
who  knew  not  Mr.  Hayes s  Temper,  she  would  ex- 
claim against  him,  and  told  them  particularly,  above 
a  Year  before  the  Murder  was  committed,  that  it  was 
no  more  Sin  to  kill  him  than  to  kill  a  Mad  Dog,  and 
that  one  Time  or  other  she  might  give  him  a  Polt. 
Afterwards  they  removed  into  Tottenham  Court 
Road,  where  they  lived  for  some  Time,  following  the 
same  Business  as  formerly,  from  whence  about  two 
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Years  afterwards  they  removed  into  Tyburn  Road,  K 
few  Doors  above  where  the  Murder  was  committed. 
There  they  lived  about  twelve  Months,  Mr.  Hayes 
supporting  himself  chiefly  in  lending  out  Money  upon 
Pledges,  and  sometimes  Working  at  his  Profession, 
and  in  Husbandry',  until  it  was  computed  he  had 
picked  up  a  prettj'  handsome  Sum  of  NIoney.  About 
ten  Months  before  the  Murder  they  removed  a  little 
fewer,  to  the  House  of  Mr.  Whinyard^  where  the 
Murder  was  committed,  taking  Lodgings  up  two  Pair 
of  Stairs.  There  it  was  that  Thomas  Billings,  by 
Trade  a  Tailor^  who  wrought  Journey-work  in  and 
about  Monmouth  Street,  under  pretence  of  being 
Mrs.  Hayes s  Countrj-man,  came  to  see  them.  They 
invnted  him  to  lodge  with  them  ;  he  did  so,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  House  about  six  Weeks  before  the 
Death  of  Mr.  Hayes.  He  had  Occasion  to  go  a  litde 
Way  out  of  Town,  of  which  his  Wife  gave  her  Asso- 
ciates immediate  Notice,  and  they  thereupon  flocked 
thither  to  junket  with  her  until  the  Time  they  ex- 
pected his  Return.  Some  of  the  Neighbours  out  of 
111- will  to  the  Woman  gave  him  Intelligence  of  it  as 
soon  as  he  came  back,  upon  which  they  had  Abund- 
ance of  high  Words,  and  at  last  Mr.  Hayes  gave  her 
a  Blow  or  two.  About  this  Time  Thomas  I  food, 
who  was  a  Neighbour  s  Son  in  the  Count r)%  and  an 
intimate  Acquaintance  both  of  Mr.  Hayes  and  his 
Wife  came  to  Towti,  and  Pressing  being  at  that  Time 
very  hot,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  Lodgings,  and 
thereupon  Mr.  Hayes  very  kindly  invited  him  to 
accept  of  the  Conveniences  of  theirs,  promising  him, 
moreover,  that  as  he  was  out  of  Business  he  would 
recommend  him  to  his  Friends  and  Acquaintance. 
/I'tW accepted  the  Offen  and  lay  with  Billings,     In 
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three  or  four  Days  Time,  Mrs.  Hayes  having  taken 
every  Opportunity  to  caress  him,  opened  to  him  a 
Desire  of  being  rid  of  her  Husband,  at  which  Wood, 
as  he  well  might  be,  was  exceedingly  surprised,  and 
demonstrated  the  Baseness  as  well  as  Cruelty  there 
would  be  in  such  an  Action  if  committed  by  him, 
who  besides  the  general  Ties  of  Humanity,  stood 
particularly  obliged  to  him  as  his  Neighbour  and  his 
Friend.  Mrs.  Hayes  did  not  desist  upon  this,  but  in 
order  to  hush  his  Scruples;  would  fain  have  per- 
suaded him  that  there  was  no  more  Sin  in  killing 
Hayes  than  in  killing  a  brute  Beast,  for  that  he  was 
void  of  all  Religion  and  Goodness,  an  Enemy  to  God, 
and  therefore  unworthy  of  his  Protection  ;  that  he 
had  killed  a  Man  in  the  Country,  and  destroyed  two 
of  his  and  her  Children,  one  of  which  was  buried 
under  an  Apple-tree,  the  other  under  a  Pear-tree  in 
the  Country.  To  these  fictitious  Tales,  she  added 
another,  which  j^^rhaps  had  the  greatest  Weight,  viz,, 
that  if  he  were  id  she  should  be  the  Mistress  of 
fifteen  hundred  i  o..  ids  ;  and  then,  says  she,  yon  may 
be  Master  thereof  if  yon  will  help  to  get  him  out  of 
the  Way,  Billings  has  agreed  to  it  if  you  will  make 
a  third,  and  so  all  7nay  be  finished  without  Danger, 

A  few  Days  after  this.  Wood's  Occasions  called  him 
out  of  Town.  On  his  Return,  which  was  on  the  first 
Day  of  March,  he  found  Mr.  Hayes,  and  his  Wife, 
and  Billings,  very  merry  together.  Amongst  other 
things  which  passed  in  Conversation,  Mr.  Hayes  hap- 
pened to  say,  that  he  and  another  Person  once  drank 
as  much  Wine  between  them  as  came  to  a  Guinea, 
without  either  of  them  being  fuddled,  Billings  upon 
this,  proposed  a  Wager  on  these  Terms,  that  half  a 
Dozen    Botries   of  the    best   Mountain    should    be 
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fetched,  which  if  Mr.  Hayes  could  drink  widiout 
t'cing  disordered,  dien  Billings  should  pay  for  it,  but 
J  Dot,  then  it  should  be  at  the  Cost  of  Mr.  Hayes^ 
T^ho  accq>ting  of  this  Proposal,  Mrs,  Hayes  and  tKe 
r»o  Men  went  altogether  to  the  Brazens  Head  in 
.'»Vu.-  Bond  Street,  to  fetch  the  Wine.  As  thev  were 
^j'mg  thither  she  put  them  in  Mind  of  the  Propo- 
>::x^n  she  had  made  them  to  Murder  Mr.  Hayes,  and 
Niid  they  could  not  have  a  better  Opportunity'  than 
Li  present,  when  he  should  be  intoxicated  with  Liquor, 
whereupon  U\hm/  made  Answer  that  it  would  be  the 
nasi  inhuman  Act  in  the  World  to  Murder  a  Man  in 
c:«oI  Blood,  and  that  too  when  he  was  in  Liquor. 
Mni.  Hares  had  recourse  to  her  old  Arguments,  and 
^:\4ifi^s  joining  with  her,  /(  aai^  suffered  himself  to 
Ik:  overpowered.  When  they  came  to  the  Tavern 
tie\-  called  for  a  Pint  of  the  best  Mountain,  and  after 
tnev  had  drank  it  ordered  a  Gallon  and  a>  half  to  be 
^cnl  to  their  Lodgings,  which  was  dc  le  accordingly, 
and  Mrs,  Hayes  paid  ten  Shillings  a(  d  s-npence  for 
it.  which  was  what  it  came  to.  Then  they  all  came 
tack  and  sat  do^Ti  together  to  see  Mr.  Hayes  drink 
ne  Wager,  and  while  he  swallowed  the  Wine,  they 
called  for  two  or  three  full  Pots  of  Beer,  in  order  to 
csiETtain  themselves,  Mr.  Haves  when  he  had  almost 
tnished  his  Wine  b^[an  to  grow  very  merrj',  singing 
iiid  dancing  about  the  Room,  with  all  the  Gaiety 
which  is  natural  to  a  Man  having  taken  a  little  too 
nuch  Wine.  But  Mrs.  Hayes  fearful  of  his  not  hav- 
:r-g  his  Dose,  sent  au"ay  pri\'ately  for  another  Botde, 
<A  which  ha\4ng  drank  some  also  it  quite  finished  the 
work,  by  depriving  him  totally  of  his  Understanding. 
However,  reeling  into  the  odier  Room,  he  tliere 
himself  across  the  Bed,  and  fell  fast  asleep. 
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No  sooner  did  his  Wife  perceive  it,  than  she  came 
artd  excited  the  two  Men  to  go  in  and  do  the  Work. 
Whereupon  Billings  taking  a  Coal-hatchet   in  his 
Hand,  going  into  the  other  Room,  struck  Mr.  Hayes 
therewith  on   the   back  of  his   Head,   which   Blow 
fractured  the  Skull,  and  made  him  through  the  Agony 
of  the  Pain  stamp  violently  upon  the  Ground,  inso- 
much that  it  alarmed   the   People  who  lay  in  the 
Garret ;  and  Wood  fearing  the  Consequence  went  in 
and  repeated  the  Blows,  though  that  was  needless, 
since  the  first  was  Mortal  of  itself,  and  he  already 
lay  still  and  quiet.      By  this  Time  Mrs.  Springate, 
whose  Husband  lodged  over  Mr.  Hayes s  Head,  on 
hearing  the  Noise,  came  down  to  inquire  the  Reason 
of  it,  complaining  at  the  same  Time  that  it  so  dis- 
turbed her  Family  that  they  could  not  rest ;  Mrs. 
Hayes  thereupon  told  her,  that  her  Husband  had  had 
some  Company  with  him,  who  gf^owing  merry  with 
their  Liquor  were  a  little  Noisy,  but  that  they  were 
going  immediately,  and  desired  she  would  be  easy. 
Upon  this  she  went  up  again  for  the  present,  and  the 
three  Murderers  began  immediately  to  consult  how 
to  get  rid  of  the  Body.     The  Men  were  in  so  much 
Terror  and  Confusion  that  they  knew  not  what  to  do  ; 
but  Mrs.  Hayes  quickly  thought  of  an  Expedient  in 
which  they  all  agreed.     She  said,  that  if  the  Hexd 
was  cut  off  tfure  would  not  be  near  so  much  Difficulty 
in  carrying  off  the  Body,  which  could  not  be  known. 
In  order  to  put  this  Design  into  Execution  they  got 
a   Pail,  she   herself  carrying   the    Candle,  they   all 
entered  the  Room  where  the  deceased  lay ;  then  the 
Woman  holding  the  Pail,  Billings  drew  the  Body  by 
the  Head  over  the  Bedside  that  the  Blood  might 
bleed  the  more  freely  into  it ;  and  Wood  with  his 
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Pocket  Penknife  cut  it  off.  As  soon  as  it  was  severed 
from  the  Body,  and  the  Bleeding  was  over,  they 
poured  the  Blood  down  a  wooden  sink  at  the  Win- 
dow, and  after  it  several  Pails  of  Water,  in  order  to 
wash  it  quite  away,  that  it  might  not  be  perceived  in 
the  McMTiing;  however,  their  Precautions  were  not 
altogether  effectual,  for  Springate  the  next  Morning 
found  several  Clods  of  Blood,  but  not  suspecting 
an^^ing  threw  them  away.  Neither  had  they  es- 
caped letting  some  Tokens  of  their  Crueltj-  fall  upon 
the  Floor,  stain  the  Wall  of  the  Room,  and  even 
Spin  up  against  the  Sealing,  which  it  may  be  sup- 
posed happened  at  the  first  Blow.  When  they  had 
nnished  this  Decollation  they  again  consulted  what 
was  ne3ct  to  be  done.  Mrs.  Hayes  was  for  boiling  it 
in  a  Pot  till  nothing  but  the  Skull  remained,  which 
would  effectually  prevent  anybody  knowing  to  whom 
it  bekn^ed.  But  the  two  Men  thinking  this  too 
dilatKxy  a  Method,  they  resolved  to  put  it  in  a  Pail, 
and  go  together  and  throw  it  in  the  Thames.  Sprin- 
gate hearing  a  Busding  in  Mr.  Hayes s  Room  for 
some  Time,  and  then  somebody  going  down  Stairs, 
called  again  to  know  who  it  was,  and  what  was  the 
Occasicm  of  it  (it  being  then  about  Eleven  o'Clock), 
to  whidi  Mrs.  Hayes  answered,  U  was  her  Hiisba9id^ 
7l^  Tcas  going  a  youmey  into  the  Country^  and  pre- 
temdid  to  take  a  formal  Leaz^e  of  him,  expressing  her 
Somm*  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  out  of  Town  at  that 
time  of  Xigkt^  and  her  fear  least  any  Accident  should 
attend  him  in  his  yourney.  Billings  and  /( *ood  being 
thus  gone  to  dispose  of  the  Head,  went  towards 
IVhitehalL  intending  to  have  thrown  the  same  into 
the  River  there,  but  the  Gates  being  shut  up,  they 
were  obliged  to  go  forward  as  far  as  Mr.  J/aeretlis 
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Wlmrf,  near  the  Horse-Ferry,  at  Westminster,  where 
Billings  setting  down  the  Pail  from  under  his  Great 
Coat,  Wood  took  up  the  same  with  the  Head  therein, 
and  threw  it  into  the  Dock  before  the  Wlmrf.  It 
was  expected  the  same  would  have  been  carried  away 
by  the  Tide,  but  the  Water  being  then  ebbing  it  was 
lat  behind.  There  were  also  some  Lighters  lying 
over  against  the  Dock,  and  one  of  the  Lightermen 
walking  then  on  board  saw  them  throw  the  Fail  into 
the  Do(k,  but  by  the  Obscuritj'  of  the  Night,  the 
Distance,  and  having  no  Suspicion,  did  not  apprehend 
anjthing  to  be  the  Matter.  Having  thus  done,  they 
returned  home  again  to  Mrs,  Hayeks,  where  they 
arrived  about  Twelve  o'Clock,  and  being  let  in,  found 
Mrs.  Hayes  had  been  very  busily  employed  in  wash- 
ing the  Floor,  and  scraping  the  Blood  off  from  it,  and 
from  the  Walls,  &c.,  after  which  they  all  three  went 
into  the  Fore-Room.  Billings  and  Wood  went  to 
Bed  there,  and  Mrs.  Hayes  sat  by  them  till  Morning. 
In  the  Morning  of  the  second  of  March,  about  the 
Dawning  of  the  Day,  one  Robinson,  a  Watchman, 
saw  a  Man's  Head  lying  in  the  Dock,  and  the  Pail 
near  it ;  his  Surprise  occasioned  his  calling  some  Per- 
sons to  assist  in  taking  up  the  Head,  and  finding  the 
Pail  bloody  they  conjectured  the  Head  had  been 
brought  thither  in  it  Their  Suspicions  were  fully 
confirmed  therein  by  the  Lighterman,  who  saw  Bil- 
ling and  Wood  throw  the  same  into  the  Dock,  as 
before- mentioned.  It  was  now  Time  for  Mrs.  Hayes 
Billings,  and  Wood,  to  consider  how  they  should  dis- 
pose of  the  Body.  Mrs.  Hayes  and  Wood  proposed 
td  put  it  in  a  Box,  where  it  might  lie  concealed  till  a 
ConvcniciU  Opportunit)'  offered  for  removing  it:  this 
being  approved  of,  Mrs.  Hayes  brought  a  Box,  but 
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upon  their  endeavouring  to  put  it  in,  the  Box  was 
not  big  enough  to  hold  it  They  had  before  wrapped 
it  up  in  a  Blanket,  out  of  which  they  took  it  Mrs. 
Hayes  proposed  to  cut  off  the  Arms  and  Legs,  and 
that  done  they  again  attempted  to  put  it  in,  but  the 
Box  would  not  hold  it  Then  they  cut  off  the  Thighs, 
and  laying  them  Piece-Meal  in  the  Box,  concealed 
them  until  Night  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Hayes s 
Head,  which  had  been  found  as  before,  had  suffi- 
ciendy  alarmed  the  Town,  and  Information  was  given 
to  the  Neighbouring  yustices  of  the  Peace.  The 
Parish  Officers  did  all  that  was  possible  towards  the 
Discovery  of  the  Persons  guilty  of  perpetrating  so 
horrid  an  Action.  They  caused  the  Head  to  be 
cleaned,  the  Face  to  be  washed  from  the  Dirt  and 
Blood,  and  the  Hair  to  be  combed,  and  then  the 
Head  to  be  set  upon  a  Post  in  public  View  in  SL 
Margarets  Church  Yard^  Westminster^  that  every- 
body might  have  free  Access  to  see  the  same,  with 
some  of  the  Parish  Officers  to  attend,  hoping  by  that 
means  a  Discovery  of  the  same  might  be  attained. 
The  High  Constable  of  Westminster  Liberty  also 
issued  private  Orders  to  all  the  Petty  Constables, 
Watchmen,  and  other  Officers  of  that  District,  to 
keep  a  strict  Eye  on  all  Coaches,  Carts,  &c.,  passing 
in  the  Night  through  their  Liberty,  imagining  that 
the  Perpetrators  of  such  a  horrid  Fact  would  endea- 
vour to  free  themselves  of  the  Body  in  the  same 
Manner  as  they  had  done  the  Head.  These  Orders 
were  executed  for  some  Time,  with  all  the  Secrecy 
imaginable,  under  various  Pretences,  but  unsucess- 
fully.  The  Head  also  continued  to  be  exposed  for 
some  Days  in  the  Manner  before  described,  which 
drew  a  prodigious  Number  of  People  to  see  it,  but 
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without  attaining  any  Discovery  of  the  Murderers. 
It  would  be  impertinent  to  mention  the  various 
Opinions  of  the  Town  upon  this  Occasion,  for  they 
being  founded  upon  Conjecture  only,  were  far  wide 
of  the  Truth.  Many  People  either  remembered  or 
fancied  they  had  seen  that  Face  before,  but  none 
could  tell  where  or  who  it  belonged  to.  On  the 
second  of  March,  in  the  Evening,  Catherine  Hayes^ 
Thomas  Wood,  and  Thomas  Billings,  took  the  Body 
and  disjointed  Members  out  of  the  Box,  and  wrapped 
them  up  in  two  Blankets,  viz.,  the  Body  in  One,  and 
the  Limbs  in  the  other.  Then  Billings  and  Wood 
first  took  up  the  Body,  and  about  Nine  o' Clock  in 
the  Evening  carried  it  by  Turns  into  Marylebone 
Fields,  and  threw  the  same  into  a  Pond,  which  Wood 
in  the  Day-time  had  been  hunting  for ;  and  returning 
back  again  about  Eleven  o'Clock  the  same  Night, 
they  took  up  the  Limbs  in  the  other  old  Blanket, 
and  carried  them  by  Turns  to  the  same  Place,  throw- 
ing them  in  also.  About  Twelve  o'Clock  the  same 
Night  they  returned  back  again,  and  knocking  at  the 
Door  were  let  in  by  Mary  Springate.  They  went 
up  to  Bed  in  Mrs.  Hayes's  Fore-Room,  and  Mrs. 
Hayes  staid  with  them  all  Night,  sometimes  sitting 
up,  and  sometimes  laying  down  upon  the  Bed  by 
them.  The  same  Day  one  Bennet,  the  King's 
Organ-Maker  s  Apprentice,  going  to  Westminster  to 
see  the  Head,  believed  it  to  be  Mr.  Hayes s,  he  being 
intimately  acquainted  with  him ;  and  he  thereupon 
went  and  informed  Mrs.  Hayes,  that  the  Head  ex- 
posed to  view  in  St.  Margaret's  Church  Yard,  was 
so  very  like  Mr.  Hayes  that  he  believed  it  to  be  his. 
Upon  this  Mrs.  Hayes  assured  him  that  Mr.  Hayes  • 
was  very  well,  and  reproved  him  very  sharply  for 
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fanning  such  an  Opinion,  telling  him  he  must  be  very 
cautious  how  he  raised  such  false  and  scandalous 
Reports,  for  that  he  might  therefore  bring  himself 
into  a  great  Deal  of  Trouble.  This  Reprimand  put 
a  Stop  to  the  Youth  s  saying  anything  more  about  it, 
and  having  no  other  Reason  than  the  Similitude  of 
Faces  he  said  no  more  of  it  The  same  Day  also, 
Mr.  Sanguel  Pairuk  having  been  at  U  \stmifister  to 
see  the  Head,  went  from  thence  to  Mr.  Grainger  s 
at  die  Dog  and  Dial  in  Monnumth  Street,  with  which 
Mr.  Hayes  and  his  Wife  were  intimately  acquainted, 
they  and  most  of  their  Joume>Tnen  Servants  being 
WorcestersAzre  People.  Mr.  Patrick  told  them  that 
he  had  been  to  see  die  Head,  and  that  in  his  Opinion 
it  was  the  most  like  to  their  Country-man  Hayes  of 
any  he  ever  saw. 

Billings  being  there  at  Work  then,  some  of  the 
Servants  replied  it  could  not  be  his,  because  there 
bdngone  of  Mrs,  Hayes  s  Lodgers  (meaning  Billings) 
dien  at  Work,  they  should  have  heard  of  it  by  him 
if  Mr.  Hayes  had  been  missing,  or  any  Accident  had 
happened  to  him  ;  to  which  Billings  made  Answer, 
that  Mr.  Hayes  was  then  alive  and  well,  and  that  he 
left  him  in  Bed  when  he  came  to  work  in  the  Morn- 
ing- The  third  Day  of  March,  Mrs.  Hayes  gave 
iVoad^  white  Coat  and  a  pair  of  Leather  Breeches 
of  Mr.  Hayes  s,  which  he  carried  with  him  to  Green- 
ford,  near  Harraw-on-tlie-HilL  Mrs.  Springate  ob- 
serving Wood  carrying  these  Things  down  Stairs, 
bundled  up  in  a  white  Cloth,  whereupon  she  told 
Mrs.  Hayes  that  IVoodvrss  gone  down  with  a  Bundle, 
Mrs.  Hayes  replied  it  was  a  Suit  of  Clothes  he  had 
borrowed  of  a  Neighbour,  and  was  going  to  carry 
them  home  again.     On  the  Fourth  of  March,  one 
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Mrs.  Longmore  coming  to  visit  Mrs.  Hayes^  inquired 
how  Mr.  Hayes  did,  and  where  he  was.     Mrs.  Hayes 
answered,  that  he  was  gone  to  take  a  walk,  and  then 
inquired  what  News  there  was  about  Town.      Her 
Visitor  told  her  that  most   People  s  Discourse  run 
upon  the  Mans  Head  that  had  been  found  at  West- 
minster.   Mrs.  Hayes  seemed  to  wonder  very  much 
at  the  Wickedness  of  the  Age,  and  exclaimed  vehe- 
mently against  such  barbarous  Murderers,  adding, 
here  is  a  Discourse  too  in  our  Neighbourhood  of  a 
Woman  who  has  been  found  in  the  Fields,  mangled 
and  cut  to  pieces.     It  may  be  so,  replied  Mrs.  Long- 
more^  but  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it   The  next  Day 
Wood  came  again  to  Town,  and  applied  himself  to 
his  Landlady  Mrs.  Hayes,  who  gave  him  a  pair  of 
Shoes,  a  pair  of  Stockings,  and  a  Waistcoat  of  the 
Deceased,  and  Five  Shillings  in  Money,  telling  him 
she   would   continue   to   supply  him   whenever   he 
wanted.     She  informed  him  also  of  her  Husband's 
Head  being  found,  and  that  though  it  had  been  for 
some  Time  exposed,  yet  nobody  had  owned  it     On 
the  Sixth  of  March,  the  Parish  Officers  considering 
that  it  might  putrify  if  it  continued  longer  in  the  Air, 
agreed  with  one  ^Ir.  Westbrook,  a  Surgeon,  to  have 
it  preserved  in  Spirits.     He  having  accordingly  pro- 
vided a  proper  Glass  put  it  therein,  and  showed  it  to 
all  Persons  who  were  desirous  of  seeing  it     Yet  the 
Murder  remained  still  undiscovered ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  Multitude  which  had  seen  it,  yet  none 
pretended  to  be  directly  positive  to  the  Face,  though 
many  agreed  in  their  having  seen  it  before 

In  the  meantime  Mrs.  Hayes  quitted  her  Lodgings, 
^md  removed  from  where  the  Murder  was  committed 
to  Mr.  yoness^  a  Distiller  in  the   Neighbourhood, 
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with  [iillings^  Woody  and  Springate,  for  whom  she 
}>aid  one  Quarters  Rent  at  her  old  Lodjjings. 
Durinjj  this  Time  she  employed  herself  in  gcttin^^  as 
much  of  her  Husband  s  Effects  as  she  possibly  could  ; 
and  amongst  other  Papers  and  Securities,  finding  a 
r»ond  due  to  Mr.  Hayes  from  yohn  Davis,  who  had 
married  Mr.  Hayes  s  Sister,  she  consulted  how  to  get 
in  that  Money.  To  this  Purpose  she  sent  for  one 
Mr.  Leonard  Myring,  a  Barber ^  and  told  him  that 
>he  knowing  him  to  be  her  Husbands  particular 
Friend  and  Acquaintance,  and  he  then  being  under 
some  Misfortunes,  through  which  she  feared  he  would 
not  prescndy  return,  she  knew  not  how  to  recover 
several  Sums  of  Money  that  were  due  to  her  Hus- 
band, unless  by  sending  fictitious  Letters  in  his  Name 
to  riie  several  Persons  from  whom  the  same  were 
due.  Mr.  Myring^  considering  the  Consequences  of 
such  a  Proceeding,  declined  it  But  she  prevailed 
upon  some  other  Person  to  write  Letters  in  Mr. 
Hayes s  Name,  particularly  one  to  his  Mother,  on  die 
14th  of  Mareh^  to  demand  Ten  Pounds  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Mr.  DaviSy  threatening  if  he  refused,  to 
sue  him  for  it.  This  Letter  Mr.  Hayes  s  Mother  re- 
ceived, and  acquainting  her  Son~in-Law,  Davis^  with 
the  G>ntents  thereof,  he  offered  to  pay  the  Money  on 
sending  down  the  Bond,  of  which  she  by  a  Letter 
acquainted  Mrs.  Hayes  on  the  Twenty-second  of  the 
same  Month,  During  these  Transactions,  several 
Persons  came  daily  to  Mr.  WestbroolSs  to  see  the 
Head.  A  poor  Woman  at  Kingslattd^  whose  Hus- 
band had  been  missing  the  Day  before  it  was  found, 
was  one  amon£fst  them.  She  at  first  Siqfht  fancied 
it  bore  some  Resemblance  to  that  of  her  Husband,^ 
but  was  not  positive  CHOugh  to  swear  to  it.  Yet  her 
vt»L.  n.  c 
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Suspicion  at  first  was  sufficient  to  ground  a  Report, 
which  flew  about  the  Town  in  the  Evening,  and  some 
Enquiries  were  made  after  the  Body  of  the  Person 
to  whom  it  was  supposed  to  belong,  but  to  no  Pur- 
pose. Mrs.  Hayes  in  the  meanwhile  took  all  the 
Pains  imaginable  to  propagate  a  Story  of  Mr.  Hayes s 
withdrawing  on  Account  of  an  unlucky  Blow  he  had 
given  a  Person  in  a  Quarrel,  and  which  made  him 
apprehensive  of  a  Prosecution,  though  he  was  then 
in  treaty  with  the  Widow  in  order  to  make  it  up. 
This  Story  she  at  first  told,  with  many  Injunctions 
of  Secrecy,  to  Persons  who  she  had  good  Reason  to 
believe,  would,  notwithstanding  her  Injunctions,  tell 
it  again.  It  happened  in  the  Interim  that  one  Mr. 
yoseph  Ashby,  who  had  been  an  intimate  Acquaint- 
ance of  Mr.  Hayes's,  came  to  see  her.  She  with  a 
freat  deal  of  pretended  Concern,  communicated  the 
'ale  she  had  framed  to  him.  Mr.  Asltby  asked 
whether  the  Person  he  had  killed  was  him  to  whom 
the  Head  belonged.  She  said,  No,  the  Man  who 
died  by  Mr.  Hayes's  Blow  was  burird  entire,  and  Mr. 
Hayes  had  given,  or  was  about  to  give  a  Security  to 
pay  the  Widow  Fifteen  Pounds  per  Annum  to  hush 
it  up.  Mr.  Ashby  inquired  next,  where  Mr.  Hayes 
was  gone ;  she  said,  to  Portugal,  with  three  or  four 
foreign  Gentlemen  ;  and  he  thereupon  took  his  Leave. 
But  going  from  thence  to  Mr.  Henry  Longmore's, 
Cousin  to  Mr.  Hayes,  he  related  to  him  the  Storj- 
Mrs.  Hayes  had  told  him, and  expressed  a  good  Deal 
of  Dissatisfaction  thereat,  desiring  Mr.  Longmore  to 
go  to  her  and  make  the  same  Enquiry'  as  he  had 
done,  but  without  taking  Notice  they  had  seen  one 
another.  Mr.  Longmore  went  thereupon  directly  to 
M  n>.  Hayes  s,  and  inquired  in  a  peremptory'  Tone  for 
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r...T  HusbaniL  She  m  Answer  said,  s/te  supposed  Mr. 
Ashby  had  aequaiuted  him  zvith  the  Misfortune  which 
cjj  icfaU^n  him.  Mr.  Longntore  replied,  lu  /lad  not 
lAii  Mr.  Ashby  for  a  cofisiderable  Time^  and  kfiew 
diking  of  his  Cousins  Misfortune^  not  judging  of 
-•rr  that  could  attend  him ^  for  he  beliezrd  /ie  wtis  not 
ixJcited  to  anybody.  He  then  asked  if  he  was  in 
Prison  for  Debt  ?  She  answered  him,  Xo,  it  teas 
'..'.'Tse  than  that.  Mn  Longmore  demanded  what 
worse  could  befall  him  ?  As  to  any  Debts,  he  be- 
*cved  he  had  not  contracted  any;  at  which  she 
blessed  God,  and  said,  that  neither  Mr.  Hayes  nor 
::^self  oz^xd  a  Farthing  to  any  Person  in  the  world. 
Mr,  Longmore  again  importuning  her  to  know  what 
he  had  done  to  Occasion  his  absconding  so.  saying, 
/  suppose  he  had  not  murdered  anybody.  To  which 
>^.e  replied,  he  had^  and  beckoning  him  to  come  on 
use  Staiis,  related  to  him  the  Storj-  as  before  men- 
tioned. Mr,  Longmore  being  inquisitive  which  way 
he  was  gone :  she  told  him  into  Herefordshire,  that 
Mr.  Hares  had  taken  four  Pocket  Pistols  with  him 
'm"  his  Securit)-.  viz.,  one  under  each  Arm,  and  two 
:n  his  Pockets.  Mn  Longmore  answered,  it  would 
te  dangerous  for  him  to  travel  in  that  Manner ;  that 
i3v  Person  seeing^  him  so  armed  with  Pistols,  would 
cause  him  to  be  apprehended  on  Suspicion  of  being 
2  High^Htynian,  to  which  she  assured  him  that  it  was 
his  usual  Planner ;  the  Reason  of  it  was  that  he  had 
lie  to  have  been  robbed  coming  out  of  the  Countr\% 
and  that  once  he  was  apprehended  on  Suspicion  of 
beic^  a  Hightikiynutn,  but  that  a  Gentleman  who 
knew  him  accidentally  came  in,  and  seeing  him  in 
Custody,  passed  his  Word  for  his  Appearance,  by 
^rhich  he  was  discharged,     Mr.  Longmore  to  that 


20  The  Life  of 

made  Answer,  that  it  was  very  improbable  of  his 
ever  being  stopped  on  Suspicion  of  being  a  High- 
wayman, and  discharged  upon  a  Man's  only  passing 
his  Word  for  his  Appearance.  He  farther  persisted, 
which  way  he  was  supplied  with  Money  for  his 
Journey  ?  She  told  him,  she  had  sowed  Twenty-six 
Guineas  into  his  Clothes,  and  tliat  fie  liad  about  him 
seventeen  Shillings  in  new  Silver.  She  added,  tha/ 
Springate  who  lodged  there  was  privy  to  tlie  whole 
Transaction,  for  which  Reason  she  paid  a  Quarter  s 
Rent  for  her  at  her  old  Lodgings,  and  the  better  to 
maintain  what  she  had  averred,  called  Springate  to 
justify  the  Truth  of  it.  In  concluding  the  Discourse 
she  reflected  on  the  unkind  Usage  of  Mr.  Hayes  to- 
wards her,  which  surprised  Mr.  Longmore  more  than 
anything  else  she  had  said  yet,  and  strengthened  his 
Suspicion,  because  he  had  often  been  a  Witness  to 
her  giving  Mr.  Hayes  the  best  of  Characters,  viz.,  of 
a  most  indulgent  tender  Husband. 

Mr.  Longmore  then  took  his  Leave  of  her,  and 
returned  back  to  his  Friend  Mr.  Ashby ;  when  after 
comparing  Notes  together,  they  judged  by  every 
apparent  Reason  that  Mr.  Hayes  must  have  had  very 
Jll-play  shown  him.  Upon  which  they  agreed  to  go 
to  Mr.  Eaton,  a  Life-Guardsman,  who  was  also  an 
Acquamlanct  of  Mr.  Hayes s,  which  accordingly  they 
did,  intendin;^  him  to  have  gone  to  Mrs,  Hayes  also, 
to  have  heard  what  Relation  she  would  give  him 
concerning,'  \vr  Husband.  They  went  and  inquired 
at  several  Plarus  for  him,  but  he  was  not  then  to  be 
foiind;  upnii  /.hich  Mr.  Longmore  and  Mr.  Ashby 
went  down  1. 1  I rcstmiustcr  to  sec  the  Head  at  Mr. 
Westbrook's.  When  they  came  there,  Mr.  Westbrook 
told  them   that  the  Head  had  been  owned  by  a 
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Woman  from  Kingsland,  who  thought  it  to  be  her 
Husband,  but  was  not  certain  enough  to  swear  it, 
though  the  Circumstances  w^ere  strong,  because  he 
had  been  missing  from  the  Day  before  the  Head  was 
found.     They  desired  to  see  it,  and  Mr.  Ashby  first 
went  up  Stairs  to  look  on  it,  and  coming  down,  told 
Mr.  Longmore  he  really  thought  it  to  be  Mr.  Hayes  s 
Head ;  upon  which  Mr.  Lottgmore  went  up  to  see  it, 
and  after  examining  it  more  particularly  than  Mr. 
AsfU>y^  confirmed  him  in  his  Suspicion.     Then  they 
returned  to  seek  out  Mr.  Eaton^  and  finding  him  at 
Home,  informed  him  of  their  Proceedings,  with  the 
sufficient  Reasons  upon  which  their  Suspicions  were 
j^unded,  and  compelled  him  to  go  with  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  affair.     Mr.  Eaton  pressed  them  to 
stay  Dinner  with  them,  which  at  first  they  agreed  to, 
but  afterwards  altering  their  Minds,  went  all  down  to 
Mr.  Longfnores    House,   and    there    renewed    the 
Reasons  of  their  Suspicions,  not  only  of  Mr.  Hayes  s 
being  murdered  (being    satisfied   with   seeing    the 
Head),  but  also  that  his  Wife  was  Privy  to  the  same ; 
but  in  order  to  be  more  fully  satisfied,  they  agreed 
that  Mr.  Eaton  should  in  a  Day  or  two's  Time  go 
and  inquire  for  Mr.  Hayes,  but  withal   taking   no 
Notice  of  his  having  seen  Mr.  Longntore  and  Mr. 
Ashby.     In  the  meantime  Mr.  Longmore  s  Brother 
interfered,  saying,  that  it  seenud  apparent  to  him  that 
his  Cousin  (J/r.  Hayes)  had  been  murdered^  and  that 
Mrs.  Hayes  appeared  very  suspicious  to  him  of  being 
S^iilty^  with  some  other  PersoptSy  vie.,  JVood  and  Bit- 
lings  (who  she  told  him,  /tad  drank  with  him  the 
Xtghi  be/ore  his  younuy.      He  added,  moreover, 
that  he  thought  Time  was  not  to  be  delayed,  decause 
they  might  remove  from  their  Lodi^iPigs  upon  the  least 
Apprehensiofts  of  a  discovery. 
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His  Opinion  prevailed  as  the  most  reasonable  ; 
and  Mr.  Longinorc  said,  they  would  go  about  it  imme- 
diately. Accordingly  to  Mr.  Justice  Lambert  he  im- 
mediately applied,  and  acquainted  him  with  the 
Grounds  of  their  Suspicions,  and  their  Desire  of  his 
granting  a  Warrant  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Parties.  The  Justice  on  hearing  the  Story,  not  only 
readily  agreed  with  them  on  their  Suspicions,  and 
complied  with  their  Demand,  but  said  also,  he  would 
get  proper  Officers  to  execute  it  in  the  Evening, 
about  Nine  o'Clock ;  putting  Mrs.  Hayes,  Thomas 
Wood,  Thomas  Billings,  and  Mary  Springate,  into  a 
special  Warrant  for  that  Purpose.  At  the  Hour  ap- 
pointed they  met,  and  Mr.  Eaton  bringing  two  Officers 
of  the  Guards  along  with  him,  they  went  altc^ether 
to  the  House  where  Mrs.  Hayes  lodged.  They  went 
directly  in,  and  up  Stairs,  at  which  Mr.  yones  who 
kept  the  House,  immediately  demanded,  who,  and 
what  they  were.  He  was  answered,  that  they  were 
sufficiently  authorised  in  all  they  did,  desiring  him  at 
the  same  Time  to  bring  Candles,  and  he  should  soon 
see  on  what  Occasion  they  came.  Light  being  there- 
upon brought,  they  went  all  up  Stairs  together  ;  Jus- 
tice Lambert  rapped  at  Mrs.  Hayes's  Door  with  his 
Cane.  She  demanded  who  was  there,  for  that  she 
was  in  Bed,  on  which  she  was  bid  to  get  up  and  open 
it,  or  they  would  break  it  open.  After  some  little 
Time  taken  to  put  on  her  Clothes  she  came  and 
opened  it  As  soon  as  they  were  in  the  Room  they 
seized  her  and  Billings,  who  was  sitting  upon  her 
Bedside,  without  either  Shoes  or  Stockings  on.  The 
justice  asked  whether  he  had  been  in  Bed  with  her ; 
she  said,  no,  but  that  he  sat  there  to  mend  his  Stock- 
ings ;  why,  then,  replied   Mr.  Lambert,  he  had  very 
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cood  E)"es  to  see  to  do  it  without  Fire  or  Candle ; 
whereupon  they  seized  him  too,  and  leaving  Persons 
l-eiow  to  guard  them,  went  up  and  apprehended 
S^rim^aU.  After  an  Examination,  in  which  they 
wcHiId  cx)nfess  nothing,  Billings  was  committed  to 
.Vrti?  Prison^  Springate^  to  the  Gate  House^  and  Mrs, 
Hayes  to  Totktll  Fields  Bridewell. 

The  Consciousness  of  her  ow*n  Guilt  made  Mrs. 
^lifv:^  very  assiduous  in  contriving  such  a  Method  of 
B^aviour  as  might  carry  the  greatest  Appearance  of 
Innocence.  In  the  first  Place,  therefore,  she  entreated 
Mr.  LoMgmore  that  she  might  be  admitted  to  see  the 
Head^  in  which  Request  she  was  indulged  in  by  Mr. 
I^Mmbert^  who  ordered  her  to  have  a  Sight  of  it  as 
she  came  from  Tothill  Fields  Bridewell  to  her  Exa- 
mination ;  accordingly  Mr.  Longniore  attending  the 
Officers  to  bring  Mrs.  Hayes  from  thence  next  Day 
to  Mn  Lambert s^  ordered  die  Coach  to  stop  at  Mr. 
\Visibrooi:s  Door,  and  as  soon  as  she  entered  the 
House,  being  admitted  into  the  Room,  threw  herself 
down  upon  her  Kn^s,  crying  out  in  great  Agonies, 
Oh,  it  is  my  dear  Husband  s  Head  !  and  embracing 
the  Glass  in  her  Arms,  kissed  the  outside  of  it  several 
Times.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Westbrook  coming  in 
told  her  that  if  it  was  his  Head  she  should  have  a 
plainer  View  of  it,  that  he  would  take  it  out  of  the 
Glass  for  her  to  have  a  full  Sight  of  it,  which  he  did, 
by  lifting  it  up  by  the  Hair  and  brought  it  to  her,  she 
taking  it  in  her  Arms,  kissed  it,  and  seemetl  in  great 
Confusion,  withal  b^^ging  to  have  a  Lock  of  his 
Hair,  but  Mr.  Westbrook  replied,  that  he  was  alraid 
she  had  had  too  much  of  his  Blood  already.  At 
which  she  fainted  away,  and  after  recovering  was 
carried  to  Mr.  Lamberts^  to  be  examined  before  him 
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and  some  other  Justices  of  the  Peace.  While  these 
Things  were  in  AffitatJon,  one  Mr.  Huddle  and  his 
Servant,  walking  in  Marylebone  Fields  in  the  Even- 
ing, espied  something  lying  in  one  of  the  Ponds  in 
the  Fields,  which  they,  after  they  had  examined  it, 
found  to  be  the  Legs,  Thighs,  and  Arms  of  a  Man. 
They  being  very  much  surprised  at  this,  determined 
to  search  farther;  and  the  next  Morning,  getting 
Assistance,  drained  the  Pond,  where  to  their  great 
Astonishment  they  pulled  out  the  Body  of  a  Man 
wrapped  up  in  a  Blanket,  with  the  News  of  which, 
while  Mrs.  Hayes  was  under  Examination,  Mr.  Crosby, 
a  Constable,  came  down  to  the  Justices,  not  doubtinj; 
but  this  was  the  Body  of  Mr.  Hayes,  which  he  had 
found  thus  mangled  and  dismembered.  Yet  though 
she  was  somewhat  confounded  at  the  new  Discovery 
made  hereby,  of  the  Cruelty  with  which  her  hte 
H  usband  had  been  treated,  she  could  not,  however, 
Ije  prevailed  on  to  make  any  Discovery  or  Acknow- 
ledgment of  her  knowing  anything  of  the  Fact. 
Whereufxin  the  Justices  who  examined  her,  com- 
mitted her  that  Afternoon  to  Newgate,  the  Mob  at- 
tending her  thither  with  loud  Acclamations  of  Joy  at 
her  Commitment,  and  ardent  Wishes  of  her  coming 
to  a  just  Punishment,  as  if  they  were  already  con- 
vinc'l  of  her  Guilt 

Sunday  morning  following,  Tltoinas  Wood  came  to 
Town  from  Greenford,  near  Harrow,  having  heard 
nothing  farther  of  the  Affair,  or  of  the  taking  up  of 
Mrs.  Hayes,  Billings,  or  Springale.  The  first  Place 
he  wtjrit  to  was  Mrs.  Hayes s  old  Lodging  ;  there  he 
'as  answered  that  she  was  removed  to  Mr.  Joness, 
Hixliller,  a  little  farther  on  in  the  Street  Thither 
;  went,  where  the  People  knowing  him  to  be  the 
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iher  Pereon  suspected  of  the   Murder,  said   Mrs. 
iLtycs  was  g^one  to  the  Green  Dragon ^  in  King  Street^ 
which  is  Mr.  Lonzniores  House :  and  a  ^Ian  who 
was  there   told  him,  moreover,  that   he  was  going 
ihither,  and  would  show  him  the  way.     Wood  being 
^  n  Horseback  followed  him,  and  he  led  him  the  way 
to  Mr.  LoHgmores  House,  at  which  time  Mr.  Long- 
"u^res  Brother  coming  to  the  Door  and  seeing  JVood 
i-Tunediately  seized  him,  and  unhorseing  him  dragged 
h:tn  in  Doors,  sent  for  Officers,  and  charged  him  on 
suspicion  of  the  Murder.     From  thence  he  was  ear- 
ned before  Mr,  yustice  Lambert,  who  asked   him 
many  Questions  in  relation  to  the  Murder ;  he  con- 
fessed nothing,  w^hereupon   he   was   committed   to 
Tofhilt  Fields  Bridewell.     While  he  was  there  he 
heard  the  various  Reports  of  Persons  concerning  the 
Murder,  and  from  those,  judging  it  impossible  to  pre* 
vent  a  full  Discover^',  or  evade  the  Proofs  that  were 
aiiainst  him,  he  resolved  to  make  an  ample  Confession 
•n  the  whole  Affair;  of  which  Mr.  Lambert  being 
acquainted,  he,  with  yohn  Mohun  and  T/tomas  Salt, 
Esqa.  two  other  Justices  of  the  Peace,  went  to  Tot- 
iiJl  Fields  Bridewell,  to   take  his  Examination,  in 
which  he  seemed  ver)'  ingenious  and  ample,  declaring 
all  the  particulars  before  mentioned,  with  this  Addi- 
tion, that  Catherifu  Hayes  was  the  first  Promoter  of, 
and  a  great  Assistant  in  several  Parts  of  this  horrid 
Afi^r ;  that  he  had  been  drawn  into  tlie  Commission 
thereof  partly  through  Poverty,  and  partly  through 
her  craftj*  Insinuations,  who  by  feeding  them  with 
Liquors,  had  spirited  them  up  to  the  Commission  of 
yjch  a  piece  of  Barbarity.    He  fartlier  acknowledged 
that  ever  since  the  Commission  of  the  I^'act  he  had 
.To  Peace,  but  a  continual  torment  of  Mind  ;  that  very 
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Day,  before  he  came  from  Greenwood,  he  was  fully 
persuaded  within  himself  that  he  should  be  seized 
for  the  Murder  when  he  came  to  Town,  and  should 
never  see  Gree^iford  more,  notwithstanding  which  he 
could  not  refrain  coming,  though  under  an  unexpected 
Certainty  of  being  taken,  and  dying  for  the   FacL 
Having  thus  made  a  full  and  ample  Confession,  and 
signed  the  same  on  the  2  7th  of  March,  the  Mittimus 
was  made  by  Justice  Lambert,  and  he  was  committed 
to  Newgate,  whither  he  was  carried  under  a  Guard  of 
a  Serjeant  and  eight  Soldiers,  with  Muskets   and 
Bayonets  to  keep  off  the  Mob,  who  were  so  exaspe- 
cated  against  the  Actors  of  such  a  piece  of  Barbarity, 
that  without  that  Caution  it  would  have  been  very 
difficult  to  have  carried  him  thither  alive.     On  Mon- 
day, the  28th.  of  March,  after  Mrs.  Hayes  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  being  the  Day  after  Wood's  Ap- 
prehension, Joseph  Mercer  going  to  see  Mrs.  Hayes ^ 
she  told  him  as  he  was  Thomas  Billings's  Friend  as 
well  as  hers,  she  desired  he  would  go  to  him  and  tell 
him  it  was  in  vain  to  deny  any  longer  the  Murder  of 
her  Husband,  for  they  were  equally  Guilty,  and  both 
must  die  for  it.   Billings  hearing  this,  and  that  Wood 
was  Apprehended,  and  had  fully  confessed  the  whole 
Affairs,  thought  it  needless  to  persist  any  longer  in  a 
Denial,  and  therefore  the  next  Day  being  the  29th 
of  March,  he  made  a  full  and  plain  Discovery  of  the 
whole  Fact,  agreeing  with  Wood  in  all  the  Particulars, 
which  Confession  was  made  and  signed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Gideon  Harvey,  and  Oliver  Lambert,  Esqs., 
two  of  his  Majesty's  J  ustices  of  the  Peace,  whereupon 
he  was  removed  to  Newgate  the  same  Day  that  Wood 
was.    Wood  and  Billings  by  their  several  Confessions 
acquitting  Springate  of  having  any  concern  in   the 
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iioresaid  Murder,  she  was  soon  discharged  from  her 
Confinement ;  but  this  Discovery  making  a  great 
Nt.^se  in  the  Town,  divers  of  Mrs.  Hayes  s  Acquaint- 
a!Ke  went  to  visit  her  in  A^eu^gate,  and  examined  as 
I '  the  Reasons  and  Motives  that  induced  her  to  com- 
mit die  said  Fact,  Her  Acknowledgment  in  general 
was  that  Mr.  Hayes  had  proved  but  an  indifferent 
Husband  to  her ;  that  one  Night  he  came  home 
•irank  and  struck  her,  that  upon  complaining  to  Jiil- 
.  VJ  and  I  rood,  they  or  one  of  them  said  such  a 
Fclk>w  (meaning  Mr.  Hayes)  ought  not  to  live,  and 
iui  they  would  Murder  him  for  a  halfpenny.  She 
:\>k  that  Opportunity  to  propose  her  bloody  Inten- 
::«:>ns  to  them,  and  her  willingness  that  they  should  do 
x>.  that  she  was  acquainted  with  their  Design,  heard 
ne  Blow  given  to  Mr.  Hayes  by  Billings^  and  then 
went  with  /( 7W  to  them  into  the  Room ;  that  she 
hekl  the  Candle  while  his  Head  was  cut  off,  and  in 
Excuse  for  this  bloody  Fact,  said  the  Dezul  got  into 
them  that  made  them  do  it  When  she  was  made 
sensible  that  her  Crime  in  Law  was  not  only  Murder 
bat  pett)'  Treason,  she  began  to  show  great  Concern 
iiKltid,  making  very  strict  Enquiries  into  the  Nature 
01'  the  Proof  which  was  necessary  to  convict,  having 
possessed  herself  with  a  Notion,  that  unless  it  ap- 
Ltared  she  murdered  him  with  her  own  Hands  it 
would  not  touch  her  Life;  and  therefore  she  was 
ver\-  Angrj-  that  either  Billings  or  Woody  should,  by 
their  Confession,  acknowledge  her  Guilty  of  the  Mur- 
der, and  thereby  subject  her  to  that  Punishment 
which  of  all  others  she  most  feared,  often  repeating 
it  that  it  was  hard  they  would  not  suffer  her  to  be 
hanged  with  him  I  When  she  was  told  of  the  com- 
nion  Report  that  Billings  was  her  Son,  she  affected 
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at  first  to  make  a  great  Mystery  of  it;  she  said  he 
was  her  own  Flesh  and  Blood  indeed,  but  that  he  did 
not  know  how  nearly  he  was  related  to  her  himself. 
At  other  Times  she  said  she  would  never  disown  him 
while  she  lived,  and  showed  a  greater  Tenderness 
for  him  than  for  herself,  and  sent  every  Day  to 
the  Condemned  Hole  where  he  lay  to  inquire  after  his 
Health.  But  two  or  three  Days  before  her  Death 
she  became,  as  the  Ordinary  tells  us,  a  little  more 
sincere  in  this  Respect,  affirming  that  he  was  not  only 
her  Child  but  Mr.  Hayes  s  also,  though  put  only  to 
another  Person,  with  whom  he  was  bred  up  in  the 
Country,  and  called  him  Father. 

There  are  generally  a  Set  of  People  about  most 
Prisons,  and  especially  about  Newgatey  who  get  their 
Living  by  imposing  on  unhappy  Criminals,  and  per- 
suading them  that  Guilt  may  be  covered,  and  Justice 
evaded,  by  certain  artful  Contrivances  in  which  they 
profess  themselves  Masters.  Some  of  these  had  got 
Access  to  this  unhappy  Woman,  and  had  instilled 
into  her  a  Notion  that  the  Confession  of  Wood  and 
Billings  could  in  no  way  affect  her  Life.  This  made 
her  vainly  imagine  that  there  was  no  positive  Proof 
against  her,  and  that  Circumstantials  only  would  not 
convict  her.  For  this  Reason  she  resolved  to  put 
herself  upon  her  Trial  (contrary  to  her  first  Inten- 
tions ;  for,  having  been  asked  what  she  would  do,  she 
had  replied,  she  wotild  hold  up  her  Hand  at  the  Bar 
and  plead  Guilty,  for  the  whole  World  could  not  save 
her).  Accordingly,  being  arraigned,  she  pleaded  not 
Guilty,  and  put  herself  upon  her  Trial.  Wood  and 
Billings  both  pleaded  Guilty  to  the  same  Indictment, 
at  the  same  Time  acknowledging  their  Guilt,  and  de- 
sired to  make  Atonement  for  the  same  by  the  Loss 
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c4  their   Blood,  only  praying  the  Court  would  be 
j^radously  pleased  to  favour  them  so  mudt  (in  regard 
tr.ey  had  made  an  ingenuous  Confession)  as  to  dis- 
r^nse    with   their  beinqr  han^red   in  Chains.     Mrs. 
::-ircs  having  thus  put  herself  upon  her  Trial,  die 
Kingfs  Counsel  opened  the  Indictment,  setting  forth 
the    Heinousness   of   the    Facty  the    premeditated 
Intention,  and  Inhuman  Method  of  acting  it ;   that 
his  Jfa/est}\  for  the  more  effectual   Prosecution  of 
such  vfle  Offenders,  and  out  of  a   tender  Regard 
to  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  all  his  Subjects,  and 
that  Ae  Actors  and  Perpetrators  of  such  unheard 
v^*  Barbarities,  might  be  brought  to  condign  Punish- 
ment, had  given  them   Directions  to  prosecute  the 
Prisoners.    Then  jRu/uird  liromiripry  Ho  fieri  Jf'M/fis, 
LM^mard  Myring^  yoseph  Mercer^  yohn  Blakcsb\\ 
Slary  Sprimgate^  and  Rie/uird  Bmcs^  were  called 
into  CourL     The  Substance  of  the  Evidence  against 
the    Prisoner  was,  that  on   her  being  interrogated 
about  the    Murder  when    in   N^eicgatey  said  :    lyte 
DevB  put  ii  into  her  Haid ;  but,  /uncezrr^  John 
Hayes  a«y  none  of  the  best  of  Husbands^  for  she 
had  been  half  starzrd  ez*er  sifue  s/ie  ziuis  vuirrud 
to  him  ;  thai  she  diet  not  in  the  legist  repent  of  any- 
thing she  had  done^  but  only  in  draicing  those  tzco 
pM»r  Men  into  this  Misfortune;  that  she  teas  siv 
IfWhs  importuning  them  to  do  it ;  that  they  denied  it 
tz::^  or  three  Times,  but  at  /ast  agrei^i.    Her  Hnsband 
cvw  so   drunk   that  he  fell  out  of  his  Chair,  then 
BiDings  and  Wood  earried  him  into  the  next  Room^ 
and  laid  him  upon  the  Bed  ;  that  she  teas  not  in  that 
Room^  but  in  the  Fore-Room  on  the  same  Floor  tclien 
he  liMS  killed^  but  they  told  her  Billings  struck  him 
tveiee  on  the  Head  zoith  a  Polcaxe,  and  that  then 
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Wood  ait  his  Throat ;  ttiat  when  he  was  quite  dead, 
she  went  in  and  held  the  Candle  whilst  Wood  cut  his 
Head  quite  off^  and  afterwards  they  chopped  off  his 
Legs  and  Arms  ;  that  they  wanted  to  get  him  into  an 
old  Chesty  but  he  was  too  long  and  too  dig.      They 
thought  to  have  done  it  by  cutting  off  only  his  Legs 
and  Head,  but  wer&  forced  to  cut  off  his  Thighs  and 
Arms,  attd  t/ten  the  Chest  would  not  hold  them  all. 
The  Body  and  Limbs  were  put  into  Blankets  at  several 
Times  the  next  Nighty  and  thrown  into  a  Pond  ;  that 
tJie   Devil  was   in  them  all,  and  they  were  all  got 
drunk  ;  that  it  would  signify  nothing  to  make  a  long 
Preamble ;  she  could  hold  up  her  Hand  and  say  she 
was  Guilty,  for  nothing  could  save  her,  nobody  could 
forgive  her ;  that  the  Me7t  vJho  did  the  Murder  we7'e 
taken,  and  confessed  it ;  that  she  was  not  with  them 
when  they  did  it ;  that  she  zuas  sitthtg  by  the  Fire  i?t 
the  Shop  up07t  a  Stool ;  that  she  heard  the  Blow  given 
and  somebody  stamp  ;  that  she  did  not  cry  out  for  fear 
t/iey  should  kill  her  ;  that  after  the  Head  was  cut  off, 
it  was  put  into  a  Pail,  and  Wood  carried  it  out ;  that 
Billings  sat  down  by  her  and  cried,  and  would  lie  all 
the  Rest  of  the  Night  in  the  Room  with  the  dead 
Body  ;  that  the  first  Occasion  of  this  Design  to  murder 
him  was  because  he  came  home  one  Night  and  beat  he7', 
upon  which  Billings  said,  this  Fellow  deserves  to  be 
killed,  and  Wood  said,  he  would  be  his  Butcher  for  a 
Penny  ;  that  she  told  them  they  might  do  as  t/iey  would, 
but  did  not  think  they  ivould  do  it  the  Night  it  was 
do7ie  ;  that  she  did  not  tell  her  Husband  of  the  Design 
to  murder  hi^n,  for  fear  he  should  beat  her ;  tJiat  s/ie 
sent  to  Billings  to  let  him  know  it  was  in  vain  to  deny 
the  Murder  of  her  Husband  any  longer,  for  t/iey  were 
both  Guilty,  and  must  both  die  for  it.     Many  other 
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Circumstances  equally  strong  with  those  before-men- 
tioned appeared^  and  a  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  many  of 
vhom^  the  thing  appearing  so  plain,  were  sent  away 
xmexamined.  She  herself  confessed  at  the  Bar  her 
previous  knowledge  of  their  Intent  several  Days 
before  the  Fact  was  committed  ;  yet  foolishly  insisted 
CO  her  Innocence,  because  the  Fact  was  not  com- 
mitted by  her  own  Hands.  The  yury,  without  stay- 
iisg  kmg  to  consider  of  it,  found  her  Guilty,  and  she 
was  taken  from  the  Bar  in  a  very  weak  and  faint 
Condition.  On  her  return  to  Neivgate  she  was  visited 
by  several  Persons  of  her  Acquaintance,  who  yet 
were  so  far  from  doing  her  any  Good  that  they  rather 
interrupted  her  in  those  Preparations  which  it  became 
a  Woman  in  her  sad  Condition  to  make.  One  old 
Gendeman,  indeed,  who  seemed  to  have  no  other 
Motive  but  Curiosity  in  coming  to  see  her,  took  an 
Opportunity*  of  discoursing  to  her  in  these  Terms, 
which  as  I  myself  overheard,  and  as  I  think  they 
may  not  want  their  Uses  on  other  Occasions,  I  have 
carefully  inserted.  "  Mrs.  Hayes  you  see  the  Clamour 
of  the  Worid  is  ver>-  strong  against  you,  and  though 
comimm  Fame  be  ver>'  indifferent  Evidence  in  some 
Cases,  yet  in  your  Case  it  is  a  Sign  of  more  than 
ordinary'  Guilt,  because  the  common  Sort,  being  un- 
able to  distinguish  nicely,  generally  pity  everj'body 
whom  they  see  under  Affliction,  unless  there  be  a 
peculiar  D^nree  of  Wickedness  in  what  they  have 
been  guilt>-  of,  and  such  as  seems  to  transcend  the 
Malignitv'  of  human  Nature,  and  hath  consequently 
rendered  the  Criminal  unworthy  of  human  Reijard. 
Consider,  then,  if  such  be  the  Sentiments  of  tlie 
Publu^  what  should  yours  be  ?  If  the  Xoise  of  your 
Cnidty  hath  struck  them  Terror,  should  it  not  inspire 
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you  with  Repentance,  and  if  the  Death  of  Mr.  Hayes, 
with  the  bloody  Circumstances  which  attend  it,  can 
so  far  move  those  who  had  no  Acquaintance  with,  or 
so  much  as  knew  him  by  Sight,  what  effect  ought  it 
to  have  on  you,  who  after  having  been  his  Companion 
and  his  Wife  for  so  many  Years,  have  at  last  become 
his  Murderess,  and  imbrued  your  Hands  in  that 
Blood  which  you  should  have  considered  as  your 
own.  I  know  very  well  that  you  have  high  Notions 
of  your  own  Innocence,  because  it  was  not  from  your 
Hands  that  he  received  his  Death's  Wound,  yet  you 
cannot  deny  that  those  who  gave  it  received  their 
Directions  from  you.  The  Conviction  of  their  own 
Hearts  hath  induced  them  to  offer  their  Blood  to 
atone  for  his.  Twelve  impartial  Men  have  found 
you  also  to  be  guilty  of  his  Death  ;  and  I  do-  not 
think  so  meanly  of  your  Reason,  as  to  believe  you 
have  any  Hopes  of  having  your  Sentence  stayed. 
Reflect,  then,  a  little ;  if  these  Artifices  cannot  pre- 
vail, even  with  a  credulous  World,  or  take  any  Place 
in  the  Opinion  of  Twelve  Men,  utterly  unbiassed  in 
their  Verdict  against  you,  how  should  you  expect 
they  should  yet  cover  you  from  the  Wrath  of  God. 
and  elude  that  Judgment  with  which  he  hath  threat- 
ened Sinners.  The  small  Time  you  have  to  live 
forbids  trifling,  and  every  Moment  that  passes  calls 
upon  you  to  employ  it  so  as  by  Penitence  to  escape 
his  Vengeance.  Lay  then  aside  such  Notions  as 
these,  confess  with  Truth  the  Circumstances  of  tliat 
cruel  Act  of  which  you  have  been  guilty,  and  after 
losing  all  Hopes  in  the  World,  apply  yourself  steadily 
to  make  sure  of  happiness  in  that  which  is  to  come  ; 
humbly  entreat  that  merciful  Being,  whose  Creature 
thou  hast  destroyed,  to  have  pity  on  thy  Condition, 
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and  by  submitting  patiently  unto  that  terrible  Punish- 
ment, which  the  Law  hath  appointed  for  your  Crimes, 
atone  for  this  Murder,  suffering  the  fear  of  your  ap- 
proaching Death  to  work  no  otherwise  on  your  Mind 
than  urging  you  by  Prayers  and  a  sincere  Repentance 
to  avoid  eternal  Death  from  the  Sentence  of  him  at 
wiiose  Tribunal  you  are  quickly  to  appear.  As  God 
is  a  God  of  Justice,  presume  not  hastily  to  think  you 
have  secured  his  Pardon,  and  as  he  is  a  God  of 
Mercj'  let  not  even  your  Offences  make  you  despair ; 
but  by  the  Piety  and  Resignation  of  your  last  Mo- 
ments eflface  the  Memory'  of  your  guilty  Life." 

When  they  were  brought  up  to  receive  Sentence, 
Wood  znd  Billings  renewed  their  former  Requests  to 
the  Court,  that  they  might  not  be  hung  in  Chains. 
Mrs.  Hayes  also  made  use  of  her  former  Assertion, 
that  she  was  not  Guilty  of  actually  committing  the 
Fact,  and  therefore  begged  of  the  Court  that  she 
might  at  least  have  so  much  Mercy  shown  her  as  not 
to  be  burnt  alive.  The  Judges  then  proceeded  in 
the  Manner  prescribed  by  Law,  that  is,  they  sen- 
tenced the  two  Men  with  the  other  Malefactors  to  be 
hanged,  and  Mrs.  Hayes,  as  in  all  Cases  of  Petit- 
Treason^  to  die  by  Fire  at  a  Stake ;  at  which  she 
screamed,  and  being  carried  back  to  Neugate,  fell  into 
violent  Agonies.  When  the  other  Criminals  were 
brought  thither  after  Sentence  had  been  passed,  the 
Men  were  confined  in  the  same  Place  with  the  Rest 
in  their  Condition,  but  Mrs.  Hayes  was  put  into  a 
Place  by  herself,  which  was  at  that  Time  the  Apart- 
ment allotted  to  Women  under  Condemnation.  Per- 
haps nobody  ever  kept  their  Thoughts  so  long  and 
so  closely  united  to  the  World,  as  appeared  by  the 
frequent  Messages  she  sent  to  Wood  and  Billings  in 
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the  Place  where  they  were  confined,  and  that  Tender- 
ness which  she  expressed  for  both  of  them,  preferable 
to  any  Concern  she  showed  for  her  own  Misfortunes, 
lamenting  in  the  softest  Terms  of  having  involved 
those  two  poor  Men  in  the  Commission  of  a  Fact  for 
which  they  were  now  to  lose  their  Lives  ;  in  which, 
indeed,  they  deserved  Pity,  since,  as  I  shall  show 
hereafter,  they  were  Persons  of  unblemished  Cha- 
racters, and  of  virtuous  Inclinations,  until  misled  by 
her. 

As  to  the  Sense  she  had  of  her  own  Circum- 
stances, there  has  been  scarce  any  one  known  to 
behave  with  so  much  Indifference ;  she  said  often 
that  Death  was  neither  grievous  nor  terrible  to  her 
in  itself,  but  was  in  some  Degree  shocking  from  the 
Manner  in  which  she  was  to  die.  Her  Fondness  for 
Billings  hurried  her  into  Indecencies  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary Nature,  such  as  sitting  with  her  Hand  in 
his  at  Chapel,  leaning  upon  his  Shoulder,  and  refusing, 
upon  being  reprimanded  for  giving  Offence  to  the 
Congregation,  to  make  any  Amendment  in  Respect 
of  these  shocking  Passages  between  her  and  the 
Murderers  of  her  Husband,  but  on  the  Contrary,  she 
persisted  in  them  to  the  very  Minute  of  her  Death, 
one  of  her  last  Expressions  being  to  inquire  of  the 
Executioner,  whether  he  had  hanged  her  dear  Child, 
and  this,  as  she  was  going  from  the  Sledge  to  the 
Stake,  so  strong  and  lasting  were  the  Passions  of 
this  Woman. 

The  Friday  Night  before  her  Execution  (being 
assured  she  should  die  on  the  Monday  following)  she 
attempted  to  make  away  with  herself,  to  which  Pur- 
pose she  had  procured  a  Bottle  of  strong  Poison,  de- 
signing to  have  taken  the  same ;  but  a  Woman  who 
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was  in  the  Place  with  her,  touching  it  with  her  Lips, 
found  it  burnt  them  to  a  extraordinary  D^^ee,  and 
spUlincr  a  little  on  her  Handkerchief,  perceived  it 
himt  that  also ;  upon  which  suspecting  her  Intentions 
she  broke  the  Viol,  whereby  her  Design  was  frus- 
trated. On  the  Day  of  her  Execution  she  was  at 
Prayers,  and  received  the  Sacrament  in  the  Cliapcl, 
where  she  still  showed  her  Tenderness  for  Billing. 
About  Twelve  the  Prisoners  were  severally  carried 
away  for  Execution.  Billings^  with  eight  others  for 
various  Crimes,  were  put  into  three  Carts,  and 
Caiiurine  Hayes  was  drawn  upon  a  Sledge  to  the 
Place  of  Execution,  where  being  arrived,  Billings 
and  the  eight  others,  after  having  found  some  Time 
for  their  private  Devotions,  were  turned  off.  Catherine 
Hayes  was  then  brought  to  the  Stake,  was  chained 
thereto  with  an  Iron  Chain,  running  round  her  Waist 
and  under  her  Arms,  and  a  Rope  about  her  Neck, 
which  was  drawn  through  a  Hole  in  the  Post,  then 
the  Faggots,  intermixed  with  light  brushwood  and 
Straw,  being  piled  all  round  her,  the  Executioner  put 
Fire  thereto  in  several  Places,  which  immediately 
blazing  out,  as  soon  as  the  same  reached  her,  with 
her  Anns  she  pushed  down  those  which  were  before 
her,  when  she  appeared  in  the  Middle  of  the  Flames 
as  low  as  her  Waist  The  Executioner  got  hold  of 
the  End  of  the  Cord  which  was  round  her  Neck, 
and  pulled  it  tight,  in  order  to  strangle  her,  but  the 
Fire  soon  reached  his  Hand  and  burnt  it,  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  let  it  go  again.  More  Faggots  were 
inunediately  thrown  upon  her,  and  in  about  three  or 
four  Hours  she  was  reduced  to  Ashes  ;  in  the  mean- 
time Billings  s  Irons  were  put  upon  him  as  he  was 
hanging  on  the  Gallows ;  after  which  being  cut  down. 
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he  was  carried  to   the  Gibbet,  about   one   hundred 
Yards  Distance,  and  there  hung  up  in  Chains, 
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IHOUGH  we   have   said  so  much  of  this 
Malefactor  in  the  foregoing  Life,  yet  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  preserve   the  Con- 
nection of  that  barbarous  Story,  to  leave 
the  particular  Consideration  of  these  two  Assistants 
in  the  Murder  of  Mr.  Hayes,  to  particular  Chapters, 
and   therefore  we  will  begin  with   Billings.     Mrs. 
Hayes,  sometime  before  her  Execution,  confidently 
averred  that  he  was  the  Son  both  of  Mr.  Hayes  and 
of  herself ;  that  his  Father  not  liking  him  he  was  put 
out  to  Relations  of  hers,  and  took  the  Name  of  Bil- 
lings from  his  Godfather;  but  Mr.  Hayes s  Relations 
confidently  denied  all  this,  and  he  himself  said  he 
knew  nothing  more  than  that  he  called  a  Shoemaker 
in  the  Country  Father,  who  is  some  tince  since  dead. 
Billhigs  was  put  Apprentice  to  a  Tailor,  with  whom 
he  served  his  Time,  and  then  came  up  to  London  to 
Work   Journey-work,  which  he   did    in   Monmotith 
Street,  lodging  at  Mrs.  Hayes  s.     He  believed  himself 
nearly  related  to  Mrs.  Hayes,  who  from  the  Influence 
•  she  always  maintained  over  him,  drew  him  to   the 
Commission  of  that  horrid  Fact. 

But  the  most  certain  Opinion  is  that  he  was  found 
in  a  Basket  upon  the  Common,  near  the  Place  where 
Mrs.  Hayes  lived  before  she  married  Mr.  Hayes ;  that 
he  was  at  the  Time  of  his  Death  about  twenty-two 
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or  twenty-three  Years  old ;  where,  as  it  evidently  ap- 
reared  by  her  own  Confession,  that  she  had  been 
married  to  Mr.  Hayes  but  twent)-  Years  and  eight 
Months.  He  was  put  out  to  Nurse  at  the  Chanje  of 
r:e  Parish  to  People  whose  Names  were  BillingSy 
irnJ  when  he  was  big  enough  to  go  Apprentice,  was 
lound  to  one  Mr.  Wetherlattdy  a  Tailor^  to  whom  the 
Parish  gave  fort)'  Shillings  with  him.  It  is  very 
probable  he  might  be  a  natural  Son  of  Mrs.  Hayes s, 
z<xn  in  her  Rambles  (of  which  we  have  hinted)  before 
her  Marriage,  and  dropped  by  her  in  the  Place  where 
he  was  found. 

As  to  the  Character  of  Billhtgs,  he  was  always  re- 
puted in  the  Country  a  sober,  honest,  industrious 
youi^  Man.  During  the  Time  he  worked  in  Town, 
he  had  done  nothing  to  lessen  the  Reputation  which 
be  brought  up  with  him,  and  might  possibly  have 
lived  verj'  happily  if  he  had  not  fallen  into  the 
Temptation  of  this  unfortunate  Woman,  who  seems 
to  have  been  bom  for  her  own  Undoing,  and  for  the 
Destruction  of  others.  Whatever  Knowledge  he 
might  have  of  the  Relation  in  which  he  stood  to 
Mrs^  Hayes,  certain  it  is  that  she  alwa>^  preserved 
such  an  Authorit>*  over  him  that  in  her  presence  he 
would  never  answer  any  Questions,  but  constandy 
refared  himself  to  her,  or  kept  an  Obstinate  Silence. 
He  affected  also  a  strange  Fondness  for  her,  kissing 
her  Cheek  when  she  fainted  in  the  Chapel  at  Neio- 
gate^  and  behaving  himself  when  near  her  in  such  a 
Manner  as  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Spectators.  As 
to  the  Remorse  he  had  for  the  horrid  Crime  he  had 
committed,  those  who  had  Occasion  to  know  him 
while  under  Confinement  thought  him  sincere  therein  ; 
but  the  Oreliftary,  whose  Place  it  is  to  be  supreme 
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IikIl;^  ill  iIksc  Matters,  told  the  Worid  in  his  Ac- 
loiuu  1)1  ihc  IWhaviour  and  Confession  of  the  Male- 
liU  U)rs,  ihiit  he  was  a  confused  Hard-hearted  Fellow, 
aiul  haU  lew  external  Signs  of  Penitence;  and  a  little 
l«ii  ihvr.  when  |K)ssibly  he  was  in  a  better  Humour,  he 
^«ivs,  that  in  all  Appearance  he  was  very  penitent  for 
hi.s  Sin's  and  died  in  the  Communioft  of  the  Church 
ut  tnj^UiHd^  of  which  he  owned  himself  an  unworthy 
Mcmi>cr. 
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HIS  Malefactor,  TTumtas  Wood,  was  bom  at 
a  Place  called  Ombersly^  between  Ludlow 
and  Worcester,  of  Parents  in  very  indifferent 
Circumstances,  who  were  therefore  able  to 
give  him  but  litde  Education.  He  was  bred  up  to 
no  settled  Business,  but  laboured  in  all  such  countr)- 
Employments  as  require  only  a  robust  Body  for 
their  Performance  When  the  Summer's  Work  was 
over  he  used  to  assist  as  a  Tapster  at  Inns  and  Ale- 
houses in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Village  where  he 
was  bom,  and  by  the  Industry,  Care,  and  Regularity 
which  he  observed  in  all  things,  gained  a  very  great 
Reputation  as  an  honest  and  faithful  Servant  with 
all  that  knew  him. 

His  Mother  having  been  left  in  a  needy  Condition, 
with  several  small  Children,  she  set  up  a  little  Ale- 
house in  order  to  get  Bread  for  them.      Thonms  was  * 
very  dutiful,  and  as  his  Diligence  enabled  him  to  save 
a  little  Money,  so  he  was  by  no  means  backwards  in 
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c^ii^  her  all  the  Assistance  that  was  in  his  Power. 
Some  few  Months  before  his  Death  he  grew  desirous 
d  coining  up  to  LandoHy  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  worked  at  whatsoever  Employment  he  could  get 
bodi  with  Fidelity  and  Diligence  ;  but  a  Fleet  being 
then  fitting  out  for  the  Mediterranean^  Press-Warrants 
vere  granted  for  the  Manning  thereof,  and  the  Dili- 
gence that  was  used  in  putting  them  into  Execution 
iiare great  Uneasiness  to  Wood^  who  having  no  setded 
Business  was  afraid  of  falling  into  their  Hands. 
Thereupon  he  bethought  himsdf  of  his  Countryman 
Mr.  Hayes^  to  whom  he  applied  for  Advice  and 
Assistance.  Mr.  Hayes  kindly  invited  him  to  live 
with  them  in  order  to  avoid  that  Danger,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly lay  with  Mr.  Billings^  as  has  been  before 
related  Mr.  Hayes  was,  moreover,  so  desirous  of 
doing  him  Service,  that  he  applied  himself  to  finding 
out  such  Persons  as  wanted  Labourers  in  order  to 
get  him  into  Business,  while  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  the  mean- 
time, made  use  of  every  Blandishment  to  seduce  the 
Fellow  into  following  her  wicked  Inclinations.  Per- 
ceiving that  both  Billings  and  Wood  had  stronger 
Religious  Principles  than  is  common  with  ordinary 
Persons,  she  artfully  made  even  those  Persons*  Dis- 
positions subservient  to  her  brutal  and  inhuman  Pur- 
pose. 

It  seems  Mr.  Hayes  had  fallen  within  a  few  Years 
of  his  Death  into  the  Company  of  some  who  called 
themselves  Free  Thinkers,  and  fancy  an  Excellence 
in  their  own  Understandings  because  they  are  able 
to  ridicule  those  Things  which  the  Rest  of  the  World 
think  Sacred.  Though  it  is  no  g^eat  Conquest  to 
obtrude  the  Belief  of  anything  whatsoever  on  Per- 
sons of  small  Parts  and  litde  Education,  yet  they 
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Triumph  greatly  therein,  and  communicate  the  same 
Humour  of  boasting  in  their  Pupils.    Mr.  Hayes  had 
now  and  then  let  fall  some  rash  Expressions,  as  to 
his  Disbelief  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and 
talked  in  such  a  Manner  on  religious   Topics^  tha.t 
Mrs.  Hayes  persuaded  Billings  and  Wood  tiierefrom 
that  he  was  an  Atheist,  and  as  he  believed  his  own 
Soul  of  no  greater  Value  than  that  of  brute  Beasts, 
there  could  be  no  Difference  between  killing  him  and 
them.     It  must  indeed  be  acknowledged  that  there 
was  no  less  Oddity  in  such  Propositions  dian  in  those 
of  her  Husband.     However  they  prevailed,  it  seems, 
with  these  unfortunate  Men,  and  as  she  had  already- 
persuaded  them  it  was  no  Sin,  so  when  they  were 
intoxicated  with  Liquor,  she  found  it  less  difficult 
than  at  any  other  Time  to  deprive  them  also  of  feel- 
ings of  Humanity,  and  engage  them  in  perpetrating 
a  Fact  so  opposite  not  only  to  Religion  but  to  the 
natural  Tenderness  of  the  human  Species.     Wood 
as  he  yielded  to  her  Persuasions  with  Reluctance,  so 
he  was  the  first  who  showed  any  true  Remorse  of 
Conscience  for  that  cruel  Act  of  which  he  had  been 
Guilty.     His  Confession  was  free  and  voluntary,  and 
at  the  same  Time  full  and  ingenuous.     Two  Days 
after  receiving  Sentence  his  Constitution  began  to 
give  way  to  the  violence  of  a  feverish  Distemper, 
which  by  a  natural  Death  prevented  his  Execution, 
he  dying  in  Newgate  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his 
Age,  much  more  pitied  than  either  Billings  or  Mrs. 
Hayes,  who   suffered  at    Tyburn.     And   thus   with 
Wood  we  put  a  Period  to  the  Relation  of  a  Tragedy 
which  surprised  the  World  exceedingly  at  the  Time 
it  happened,  and  will  doubtless  be  read  with  Horror 
in  succeeding  Generations. 
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The  Life  of  Captain  Jaen,  a  Murderer, 

jHOUGH  there  is  not  perhaps  any  Sin  so 
opposite  to  our  Nature  as  Cruelty  towards 
our  fellow  Creatures^  yet  we  see  it  so  tho- 
roughly established  in  some  Tempers,  that 
neither  Education  nor  a  Sense  of  Religion  are  strong 
enough  to  abate  it,  much  less  to  wear  it  out  The 
Person  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking,  yohn  yaen^ 
was  the  Son  of  Parents  in  very  good  Circumstances 
at  Bristol  They  bred  him  in  the  Knowledge  of 
everything  requisite  to  a  Person  who  was  to  be  in 
Trade,  and  he  grew  a  very  tolerable  Proficient,  as 
well  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Latin  Tongue^  as  in 
Writing  and  Accotints,  for  his  Improvement  in  all 
which  he  was  put  under  the  best  of  Masters.  W'^hen 
he  had  finished  that  Course  of  Learning,  which  his 
Friends  thought  would  qualify  him  for  what  they 
designed  him,  he  was  immediately  put  Apprentice  to 
a  Cooper  in  Bristol,  where  he  served  his  Time  with 
both  Fidelit)'  and  Industry.  When  his  Apprentice- 
ship expired  he  applied  himself  to  Trade  with  the 
same  Diligence,  and  sometimes  went  to  Sea,  until  in 
the  Year  1724,  he  became  Master  of  a  Ship  called 
the  Burnett,  fitted  out  by  some  Merchants  at  Bristol 
for  South  Carolina.  I  n  his  Return  from  this  Voj-age 
he  committed  the  Murder  for  which  he  died. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1 726,  an  Admiralty  Sessions 
was  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  before  the  Hon.  Sir 
Henry  Penriee,  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, assisted  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Baron  Hale, 


42  The  Life  of 

at  which  Captain  Creagh  was  indicted  for  Feloniously 
sinking  the  good  Ship  called  the  Friendship,  of  which 
he  was  Commander ;  but  there  appearing  no  Grounds 
for  such  a  Charge  he  was  acquitted.  Afterwards 
Captain  John  yaen,  of  Bristol,  was  set  to  the  Bar, 
and  arraigned  on  an  Indictment  for  wilfully  and  in- 
humanly murdering  one  Ric/iard  Pye,  who  had  been 
his  Cabin  Boy,  in  the  Month  of  March,  in  the  Year 
1 724.  It  appeared  by  the  Evidence  produced  against 
him,  that  he  either  whipped  the  Boy  himself,  or 
caused  him  to  be  whipped  every  Day  during  the 
Voyage,  and  that  he  caused  him  to  be  tied  to  the 
Mainmast  with  Ropes  for  nine  Days  together,  extend- 
ing his  Arms  and  Legs  to  the  utmost,  whipping  him 
with  a  Cat,  as  it  is  called,  of  five  small  Cords  till  he 
was  all  bloody,  then  causing  his  Wounds  to  be  several 
times  washed  with  Brine  and  Pickle.  Under  this 
terrible  Usage  the  poor  Wretch  soon  grew  Speech- 
less. The  Captain  notwithstanding  continued  his 
cruel  Usage,  stamping,  beating,  and  abusing  him,  and 
even  obliging  him  to  eat  his  own  Excrements,  which 
forcing  its  way  upwards  again,  the  Boy  in  his  Agony 
of  Pain  made  Signs  for  a  Dram,  whereupon  the 
Captain  in  Derision  took  a  Glass,  carried  it  into  the 
Cadin,  and  made  Water  therein,  and  then  brought  it 
to  the  Boy  to  Drink,  who  rejected  the  same.  The 
lamentable  Condition  in  which  he  was  made  no  Im- 
pression on  the  Captain,  who  continued  to  treat  him 
with  the  same  Severity,  by  whipping,  pickling,  kick- 
ing, beating,  and  bruising  him,  while  he  lingered  out 
his  miserable  Life,  on  the  last  Day  of  which  he  gave 
him  eighteen  Lashes  with  the  aforesaid  Cat  of  five 
Tails,  and  in  a  little  Time  after  the  Boy  died.  The 
Evidence  farther  deposed,  that  when  the  Boy's  Body 
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was  beingf  sewn  up  in  a  Hammock  to  be  thrown  over- 
boaunL  it  had  in  it  as  many  Colours  as  there  are  in  a 
KjimAkc;  that  his  Flesh  in  many  places  was  as  soft 
is  J/^/n  and  his  Head  swelled  as  big  as  two.  Upon 
the  whcie  it  very  fully  appeared  that  a  more  bloody 
and  jxremeditated  Murder  was  never  committed,  and 
Sir  Himry  Penrict  declared  that  in  all  the  Time  he 
had  bad  the  Honour  of  sitting  on  the  Bcnch^  he  never 
heard  anything  like  it»  and  hoped  that  no  Person 
vho  should  sit  there  after  him  should  ever  hear  of 
such  an  Offence. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  he  behaved  with  a  great 
deal  of  Piet>*  and  Resignation,  though  he  did  not 
f-equent  the  public  Chapel  for  two  Reasons,  the  Firsts 
because  the  Number  of  Strangers  who  were  admitted 
thidier  to  stare  at  such  unhappy  Persons  as  are  to 
die  are  always  numerous  and  sometimes  very  indis- 
creet :  the  Second  was,  that  he  had  many  Enemies 
vbo  toc^  a  Pleasure  in  coming  to  insult  him,  and  as 
he  was  sure  these  would  totally  interrupt  his  Devo- 
cionsv  he  thought  it  excusable  to  receive  the  Assist- 
ance of  the  Minister  in  his  own  Chamber.     As  to 
ibe  general  Offences  of  his  Life,  he  was  very  open 
in  his  Confession,  but  as  to  the  particular  Fact  for 
which  he  suffered,  he  endeavoured  to  excuse  it  by 
saWi^.  he  never  intended  to  Murder  the  Boy,  but 
only  to  correct  him  as  he  deserved,  being  exceedingly 
wicked  and  unruly.     He  charged  him  with  thieving 
in  their  \'o)'age  out,  and  being  yet  worse  as  they 
came  home,  and  that  particularly  one  Evening  when 
he  was  asleep  in  the  Cabin  the  Lad  broke  open  his 
Lockers,  and  took  out  a  Bottle  of  /?///«,  of  which  he 
drank  near  a  Pint,  making  himself  thereby  so  Drunk 
that  his  Excrements  fell  involuntarily  from  him,  which 
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stunk  so  abominably  that  it  awakened  him  (the  Cap- 
tain),  whereupon  he  called  in  several  of  his  Men,  who 
found  the  Boy  in  a  sad  Condition,  and  were  obliged 
to  sit  down  and  smoke  Tobacco,  in  order  to  overcome 
the  stench  he  had  raised.    This  produced  the  terrible 
Punishment  of  tying  him  to  the  Mast  for  several 
Days,  and  the  offering  him  his  Excrements,  which  he 
rejected.     Nowithstanding   the    Captain  owned   all 
this,  yet  he  could  not  forbear  Reflections  on  those 
who  gave  Testimony  against  him  at  his  Trial,  charg- 
ing them  with  Perjury  and  Conspiracy  to  ruin  him, 
though  nothing  like  it  appeared  from  the  Manner  in 
which  they  delivered  their  Testimony.    As  the  Time 
of  his  Death  approached  nearer,  the  Fear  thereof, 
and   Remorse  of  Conscience,  brought   the   Captain 
into  so  weak  and  low  a  State  that  he  could  scarce 
speak  or  attend  to  any  Discourses  of  others,  but  Iciy 
in  a  languishing  Condition,  often  fainting,  and  in  fine 
appearing  not  unlike  a  Person  who  had  taken  some- 
thing to  procure  a  sudden  Death,  in  order  to  prevent 
an    Ignominious  one.     Yet   when   such    Suspicions 
were  mentioned  to  him,  he  declared  that  they  were 
without  Ground,  that  he  had  never  suffered  such  a 
Thought  once  to  enter  his  Head.     His  Wife  who 
attended  him  constantly  while  in    Prison  said   she 
loved  him  too  well  to  become  his  Executioner,  and 
that  she  was  positive  since  his  Commitment,  he  had 
had  nothing  unwholesome  administered  to  him.     As 
he  was  carried  to  Execution  he  was  so  much  spent 
that  it  was  thought  he  would  hardly  live  to  reach  it 
There  he  had  the  Assistance  of  a  Minister  of  Dis- 
tifution,  who  prayed  with  him  till  he  was  thrown  off, 
which  was  on  the   13th   Day  of  May,  1726,  being 
then  about  twenty-nine  Years  of  Age.     As  soon  as 
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he  was  cut  down  he  was  put  in  Chaifis,  in  order  to 
le  hung  up  over  against  the  Khigs  Paivdcr  House. 


Tiu  Lift  of  William    Bourn,  a  Xotorious   Thief. 

[S  the  want  of  Education  appears  from  a 
Multitude  of  Instances  to  be  die  chief  Cause 
of  many  of  those  Misfortunes  which  befall 
Persons  in  the  ordinary  Course  of  Life,  so 
there  are  some  bom  with  such  a  natural  Inaptitude 
thereto,  that  no  Care,  no  Pains,  are  able  to  conquer 
the  stubborn  Stupidity  of  their  Nature,  but  like  a 
kTiotty  piece  of  Wood,  they  defy  the  Ingenuity  of 
Others  to  frame  anything  useful  out  of  such  cross- 
grained  Materials.     This,  as  he  acknowledged 'him- 
self upon  all  Occasions,  was  the  Case,  of  the  Male- 
iactor  we  are  now  speaking  of,  who  though  he  was 
descended  of  honest  and  reputable  Parents,  who  were 
willing  in  his  younger  Years  to  furnish  him  with  a 
tolerable  share  of  Learning,  and  put  him  to  a  good 
School^  yet  he  was  utterly  incorrigible,  and  would 
never  be  brought  to  Read  or  write  at  all,  which  was 
no  small  Dissatisfaction  to  his  Parents,  with  whom  in 
odier  Respects  he  agreed  tolerably  well.     When  of 
Age  to  be  put  out  Apprentice,  he  was  placed  with  a 
Hatter  in  the  City  of  Dublin^  to  whom  he  served  his 
Time  honestly  and  faithfully.     As  soon  as  he  was 
out  of  his  Time  he  came  up  to  "London,  in  order  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  his   Business.     He 
had  the  good  luck,  though  a  Stranger,  to  get  into 
c^ood  Business  here,  but  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall 
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into  the  Acquaintance  of  two  lewd  Women,   iw^ho 
fatally  persuaded  him  that  thieving  was  an  easier 
way  of  getting  Money  to  supply  their  extravagant 
Expenses  than  working.     He  being  a  raw  yauncj 
Lad,  unacquainted  with  the  World,  was  so  mad  as  to 
follow  their  Advice;   and   in   consequence  thereof 
snatched  a  Show  Glass  out  of  the  Shop  of  Mr.  Lavell. 
a  Goldsmith^  in  Bishopsgate  Street^  in  which  there 
was  four  Snuff-Boxes^  eight  Silver  Medals^  six  pair 
of  Gold  Buttons^  five  Diamond  Rings,  twentj-  pair  of 
Ear-rings,  sixty  four  Gold  Rings,  several  Gold  Chains, 
and  other  rich  Goods,  to  the  amount  of  near  ;^300. 
With  all  this  he  got  safe  off,  though  discovered  soon 
afterw^ds  by  his  Folly  in  endeavouring  to  dispose 
of  them.     He  threw  aside  all  Hopes  of  Life  as  soon 
as  he  was  apprehended,  having  no  Friends  to  make 
Intercession  likely  to  procure  a  Pardon.     He  was  in- 
deed a  poor  young   Creature,  rather   Stupid   than 
Wicked,  and  his  Vices  more  owing  to  his  Folly  than 
to  the  Malignity  of  his  Inclinations.     He  seemed  to 
have  a  just  Notion  both  of  the  Heinousness  of  that 
Crime  which  he  had  committed,  and  of  the  Shame 
and  Ignominy  he  had  brought  upon  himself  and  his 
Relations.     He  was   particularly  affected  with    the 
Miseries  which  were  likely  to  fall  upon  his  poor  Wife 
for  his  Folly,  and  when  the  Day  of  his  Death  came, 
he  seemed  very  easy  and  contented   under  it,  de- 
claring, however,  at  last  that  he  died  in  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  Rome.     He  died  on  the 
27th  of  June,   1726,  being  then  not   much   above 
eighteen  Years  old. 
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7)4^  Z^  ^  John  Murrel,  a  Horse  Stealer. 

|HIS  Malefactor  was  descended  of  very 
honest  and  reputable  Parents,  in  the  County 
of  York,  who  took  Care  not  only  that  he 
should  read  and  write  tolerably  well,  but 
also  that  he  should  be  instructed  in  the  Prituiples  of 
Religion.  They  brought  him  up  in  their  own  way 
of  Business,  which  was  Grazing  of  Cattle,  both  Black 
Cattle  and  Horses,  and  afterwards  selling  them  at 
Market  As  he  grew  up  to  Manhood  he  settled  in 
the  same  Occupation,  farming  what  is  called  in  York- 
shire  a  Grazing  Room,  for  which  he  paid  near  a 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  Rent,  and  dealt  very  con- 
siderably  in  the  same  way  which  had  been  followed 
by  his  Parents.  He  married  a  young  Woman  with 
a  tolerable  Fortune,  who  bore  him  several  Children, 
five  of  which  were  alive  at  the  Time  of  his  Execution, 
and  lived  with  their  Mother  upon  some  litde  Estate 
she  had  of  her  own.  For  some  Years  next  after  his 
Marriage,  he  lived  with  tolerable  Reputation  in  the 
Country,  but  being  lavish  in  his  Expenses,  he  quickly 
consumed  both  his  own  little  Fortune  and  what  he 
had  with  his  Wife ;  and  then  failing  in  his  Business, 
a  Whim  took  him  in  the  Head  to  come  to  London, 
whither  also  he  brought  his  Son.  Here  he  soon  fell 
into  ill  Company,  and  getting  Acquaintance  with  a 
Woman,  whom  he  thought  was  capable  of  maintain- 
ing him,  he  married  her,  or  at  least  lived  with  her  as 
if  they  had  been  married  for  a  considerable  Space. 
The  News  of  this  reaching  his  Wife  in  the  Country, 
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affected  her  so  much  that  she  had  very  nigh  fallen 
into  a  Fit  of  Sickness.     Thereupon  her  Friends  de- 
monstrated to  her  in  vain  how  unreasonable  a  thing 
it  was  for  her  to  give  herself  so  much  Pain  about   a 
Man  who  treated  her  at  once  with  Unkindness  and 
Injustice.     In  spite  of  their  remonstrances  she  came 
up  to  London^  in  hopes  her  Presence  might  reclaim 
him  ;  but  herein  she  was  utterly  mistaken,  for  he 
absolutely  denied  her  to  be  his  Wife,  and  even  per- 
suaded his  Son  to  deny  her  also  for  his  Mother,  which 
the  Boy  with  much  Fear  and  Confusion  did  ;  and  the 
poor  Woman  was  forced  to  go  down  into  the  Country 
again,  overwhelmed  with  Sorrow  at  the  Ingratitude 
of  one,  and  the  Undutifulness  of  the  other.     How- 
ever, Murrel  lived  still  on  in  the  same  Way  with 
the  Woman  he  had  chosen  for  his  Companion.    There 
is  all  the  Reason  imaginable  to  suppose  that  he  did 
not  take  the  most  honest  ways  of  supporting  himself 
and  his  Mistress.    However,  he  fell  into  no  Trouble, 
nor  is  there  any  direct  Evidence  of  his  having  been 
guilty  of  any  Dishonesty  within   the  reach  of  the 
Law,  until  he  ran  away  with  a  Mare  from  a  Man  in 
Town,  as  to  which  he  excused  himself  by  saying  she 
had  formerly  been  his  own,  and  that  there  having 
been  nothing  more  than  a  verbal  Contract  between 
them,  he  thought  fit  to  carry  her  off  and  sell  her 
again.  Sometime  afterwards  going  down  to  Newcastle 
Fair^  for  he  still  continued  to  carry  on  some  Deah'ngs 
in  Horse-flesh,  he  fell  there  into  the  Company  of 
some  Merchants  in  the  same  Way,  who  found  Means 
to  get  great  Gains  and  sell  very  cheap,  by  paying 
nothing  at  the  first  Hand.     Among  these  there  was 
a  Countryman  of  his  who  went  by  the   Name  of 
Brown,  with  whom   Murrel  had   formerly  had  an 
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Acquaintance.  This  Fellow,  knowing  the  Company 
b  oqoieral  to  be  Persons  of  the  same  Profession,  be- 
jan  to  talk  verj-  freely  of  his  Practices  in  that  way, 
rri:.,  of  Horse-stealing,  and  amongst  other  Stories 
related  diis :  He  said,  he  once  rode  away  with  the 
Horse  of  an  Officer,  who  had  just  bought  him  with 
an  Intent  to  ride  him  up  to  London^  He  carried  the 
Creature  into  the  W  ^cst^  and  having  made  such  altera- 
tions in  his  Mane  and  Tail  as  he  thought  proper,  sold 
him  there  to  a  Parson  for  thirteen  Guineas,  which 
was  about  seven  less  than  the  Horse  was  worth  ;  but 
knowii^  the  Doctor  had  another  Church  about  eight 
Mfles  from  the  Parish  in  which  he  lived,  and  that 
there  was  a  litde  Stable  at  one  Angle  of  the  Church- 
■  jn/,  where  the  Horse  was  put  up  during  Service,  he 
nescJved  to  make  bold  with  it  again.  Accordingly, 
when  the  People  were  all  at  Church,  he  picked  the 
Lock  of  the  Stable  Door.  Having  provided  himself 
with  a  red  Coat  and  a  Horse  Soldiers  Accou- 
trements, he  clapped  the  latter  on  the  Priests  Beast, 
and  rode  him  without  the  least  Suspicion,  as  hard  as 
he  con\-eniendy  could,  to  Jl  ^orccstcr.  There  he  laid 
aside  the  Habit  of  a  CazYi/itry  and  transforming  him- 
sdf  into  the  natural  Appearance  of  a  Horse-Courser, 
he  sold  the  Horse  to  a  Physician,  telling  him  at  the 
Time  he  bought  it  that  it  would  be  gready  the  better 
for  being  suffered  to  run  at  Grass  a  Fortnight  or  so. 
Xo  doubt  of  it,  said  he.  I  had  some  Design  in  so 
d<^iig,  j-et  it  was  sooner  executed  than  at  first  it  was 
intended  to  have  been,  by  an  Accident  which  hap- 
poied  the  very  Day  after  the  Beast  came  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Physician  ;  for  one  Evening,  as  Brown 
was  taking  a  WsJk  in  the  Skirts  of  the  City,  who 
should  he  perceive  but  his  old  Cornish  Parson  and 
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his  Footman,  jogging  into  Town.     Guilt  struck  him 
immediately  with  Apprehensions  at  their  Errand  re- 
lating to  him,  so  that  walking  up  and  down,    not 
daring  to  go  into  the  Town  for  fear  of  being  taken 
up,  and  at  last  supposing  it  the  only  Way  to  rid  him 
of  .Danger,  he  caught  the   Horse  once  more  in  the 
Doctor's  Close,  and  having  stole  a  Saddle  and  Bridle 
out  of  the  Inn  where  he  lodged,   he  rode  on  him  as 
far  as  Essex.     There  he  remained  until  Northampton 
Fair,  where  he  sold  his  Horse  for  the  third  Time  for 
twenty-seven  Guineas,    to  an  Officer  in   the   same 
Regiment  with  him   from  whom   it  had   been  first 
stolen.     On   the  latter's  return  from  Flanders  it  was 
owned,  and  the  Captain  who  bought  it,  though  he 
refused  to  lose  his  Money,  gave  as  good  a  Descrip- 
tion as  he  could  of  the  Person  who  sold  it.     Upon 
this  the  other  Officer  put  out  an  Advertisement,  de- 
scribing both  the  Man  and  the  Horse,  and  offering  a 
Reward  of  five  Guineas  to  any  person  who  should 
Apprehend  him.     This  Advertisement  roused  both 
the  Parson  and  the  Doctor,  and  the  former  took  so 
much  Pains  to  discover  him,   that  he  was  at  length 
Apprehended  in  Cor7iwall,  where  at  the  Assizes  he 
was  Tried  and  Convicted  for  the  Fact     But  the 
Captaifi  who  was  the  original  Possessor  of  the  Horse, 
was  so  much  pleased  with  his  Ingenuity,  that  he  pro- 
cured a  Reprieve  for  him,  and  carried  him  abroad 
with  him,  where  he  continued  until   the   Peace  of 
Utrechty  when  he  returned  home  and  fell  into  his  old 
Way  of  Living,  by  which  he  subsisted  till  the  Time 
in  which  he  thus  fell   into  Company  with  MurreL 
He  had  then  bought  Five  or  Six  fine  Horses,  which 
had  been  stolen  from  the  South,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  Fair. 
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Munrel  liked  the  Precedent  and  put  it  into  Prac- 
:ce  immediately,  hv  stealin*^  a  Rrown  Man*  which 
.donijed  to  jroH43tAaft  JI\Hn/,  for  which  he  was 
>Sirdy  after  apprehended  and  committed  to  A'r:i*- 
:\V.  At  the  next  Sessions  at  the  OA/  Jiaihy  he  was 
ricd  and  convicted  on  verj*  clear  Evidence,  and 
:::nn<j  the  Space  in  which  he  lay  under  Condemna- 
:  v-n,  testiried  a  true  Sorrow  for  his  Sins,  thoujjh  not 
^-»  just  a  Sense  of  diat  for  which  he  died  as  he  outjht 
:  >  have  had,  and  which  mitrht  have  been  reasonably 
'.  \pected  ;  for  as  Horse-sit-ijlitii;^  did  not  appear  any 
\cTV'  iT"eat  Sin  to  him  at  the  Time  of  his  committinir 
ii,  so  now  when  he  was  to  die  for  it,  such  an  obsti- 
rate  Partiality  towards  ourselves  is  there  naturally 
^rafted  in  human  Nature,  he  could  not  forbear  com- 
;''.ainingof  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  and  found  ftiult 
T»ith  its  Rigour,  without  considering  how  easily  that 
Rigour  might  have  been  avoided.  What  seemetl 
r^ost  of  all  to  afflict  him  under  his  Misfortime  was, 
that  he  saw  his  Son  and  nearest  Relations  forsake 
him.  and  as  much  as  they  could  shun  having  anything 
:o  do  with  his  AflTairs,  C^f  this  he  coiuplained 
heavily  to  the  Minister  of  the  Place,  during  his  Con- 
finement in  \czc(^iite,  who,  representing  to  him  how 
'usdy  this  had  befallen  him,  for  first  sliorhtinor  his 
Family,  and  leavinsf  them  without  the  least  Tender- 
ness  or  Respect,  either  to  the  Ties  of  a  Husband,  or 
the  Dut>-  of  a  Parent  he  began  to  read  his  Sin  in  his 
Punishment,  and  to  frame  himself  to  a  due  Submis- 
sion to  what  he  had  so  much  merited  by  his  Follies 
and  his  Crimes.  When  he  was  first  brought  up  to 
receive  Sentence,  he  counterfeited  being  dead  so 
exacdy,  that  he  was  brought  up  again  to  Xeicoaii\ 
bat  this  Cheat  served  only  to  gain  a  little  Time  ;  for 
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at  the  next  Sessions  he  was  condemned  and  ordered 
for  Execution,  which  he  suffered  on  the  27th  of 
y^'i^y  1 726,  being  then  between  forty  and  fifty  Years 
of  Age. 


The  Life  of  William  Hollis,  a  Thief  and 

Housebreaker. 

I  HIS  unhappy  Lad  was  bom  in  Portugal^ 
while  the  English  Army  served  there  in  the 
late  Wars.  His  Father  was  Drum-Major 
of  a  Regiment,  but  had  not  wherewith  to 
give  his  Child  anything  but  Food,  and  intending  to 
bring  him  up  a  Soldier^  he  perhaps  diought  Learning 
an  unnecessary  thing  to  one  of  that  Profession. 
During  the  first  Years  of  his  Life,  the  poor  Boy  was 
a  constant  Campaigner,  being  transported  wherever 
the  Regiment  removed,  with  the  same  Care  and 
Conveniency  as  the  Kettle  and  Knapsack,  the  only 
thing  besides  himself  which  made  up  the  Drum- 
Majof^s  Equipage.  When  he  grew  big,  he  got,  it 
seems,  on  board  a  Man  of  War,  in  the  Squadron  that 
sailed  up  the  Mediteranean.  This  was  a  proper 
University  for  one  who  had  been  bred  in  such  a 
School ;  so  that  there  is  no  Wonder  he  became  so 
great  a  Proficient  in  all  sorts  of  Wickedness,  Gaming, 
Drinking,  and  Whoring,  which  appear  not  to  such 
poor  Creatures  as  Sins,  but  as  the  Pleasures  of  Life, 
about  which  they  ought  to  spend  their  whole  Care  ; 
and  indeed  how  should  it  be  otherwise,  where  they 
know  nothing  that  better  deserves  it  When  he 
came  home  to  England^  his  Father  dying,  he  was 
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left  totally  destitute,  except  what  care  his  Mother-in- 
Law  was  pleased  to  take  of  him,  which  was  indeed  a 
jjeat  Deal,  if  he  would  have  been  in  any  Degree 
obedient  to  her  Instructions ;  but  instead  of  that, 
lvX)king  upon  all  Restraints  of  Liberty  as  the  greatest 
E\il  that  could  befall  him,  he,  leaving  his  Mothers 
House,  abandoned  himself  to  procuring  Money  at 
any  Rate  to  support  those  lewd  Pleasures  to  which 
he  had  addicted  himself.  It  happened  that  he  lodged 
near  one  yohn  Mattison^  a  working  Silversmith^  into 
whose  House  he  got,  and  stole  from  thence  no  less 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  Silver  Buckles,  the  Goods 
of  one  Samuel  Aslimelly.  For  this  Offence  he  was 
apprehended,  and  committed  to  Ncivgate.  At  the 
next  Sessions  he  was  tried,  and  on  the  Evidence  of 
the  Prosecutor,  which  was  very  full  and  direct,  he 
was  convicted.  Having  no  Friends,  he  laid  aside  all 
Hopes  of  Life,  and  endeavoured,  as  far  as  his  poor 
Capacity  would  give  him  leave,  to  improve  himself 
in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Christian  Faith^  and  to 
prepare  for  that  Death  to  which  his  Follies  and  his 
Crimes  had  brought  him.  The  Ordinary^  in  the 
Account  he  gives  of  his  Death,  says  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely stupid,  a  thing  not  improbable,  considering 
the  wretched  Manner  in  which  he  had  spent  the 
Vears  of  his  Childhood  and  his  Youth.  However, 
at  last,  either  his  Ins€;nsibility  or  having  satisfied 
himself  with  the  litde  Evil  there  is  in  Death,  com- 
pared with  living  in  Misery  and  Want,  furnished  him 
^*ith  so  much  Calmness,  that  he  suffered  with  greater 
Appearance  of  Courage  than  could  have  been  ex- 
P«:ted  from  him.  Just  before  he  died  he  stood  up 
in  the  Cart,  and  turning  himself  to  the  Spectators, 
^d,  Good  People^  I  apn  very  youngy  but  luxve  been 


54  The  Life  of 

very  wicked.  !l  is  true,  I  had  no  EditeatioH,  btii  / 
tnight  have  laboured  hard  and  lived  well  for  all  thai  ; 
but  Gaming  and  ill  Company  zvcre  tny  ruin.  V/ie 
Law  hath  justly  brought  me  where  I  am,  and  I  hope 
sueh  young  Alen  as  see  my  untimely  Fate  will  avoid 
the  Pat/is  li.'hieh  lead  unto  it.  Good  People,  pray  for 
our  departing  Souls,  as  Jiv  do,  that  God  may  giz-e 
you  all  more  Grace  than  to  folloio  us  thither.  H  e 
suffered  with  the  Malefactors  before  mentioned,  beinif 
at  the  Time  of  his  Execution  between  seventeen  ami 
ei<rhteen  Years  old. 


The  Life  of  Thomas  Smith,  a  Highwayman. 

HERE  is  a  certain  commendable  Tender- 
ness in  "Human  Nature  towards  all  who  are 
under  Misfortune,  and  this  Tenderness  is 
in  proportion  to  the  Magnitude  of  those 
Evils  which  we  suppose  the  |)itied  Person  to  labour 
under.  If  we  extend  our  Compassion  to  relievin'^ 
their  Necessities,  and  feeling  a  Regret  for  those 
Miseries  which  they  undergo,  we  undoubtedly  dis- 
charge the  Duties  of  Humanity  according  to  the 
Seheme  \:)Ol)x  of  natural  Religion  and  the  Laws  laid 
down  in  \hc  Gospel.  Perhaps  no  Object  ever  merited 
it  from  juster  Motives  than  this  poor  Man,  who  is 
the  subject  of  the  following  Pages.  His  Parents 
wert-  People  in  tolerable  Circumstances  in  South- 
xiMrk  :  his  Father  was  snatched  from  him  by  Death, 
while  he  was  yet  a  Child;  but  his  Mother,  as  far  as 
"le  was  able,  was  very  careful  that  ho  should  not 
his  younger  Days  without    Instruction;  and  an 
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I  'ncU  he  then  had,  being  pleased  with  the  docile 
Temper  of  the  Youth,  was  at  some  Expense  also 
about  his  Education.  By  this  Means  he  came  to 
read  and  write  tolerably  well,  and  gained  some  little 
Knowledge  of  the  Latin  Tongue ;  and  having  a 
v-eculiar  sweetness  in  his  Behaviour,  it  won  very 
much  upon  his  Relations,  and  encouraged  them  to 
ueat  him  with  great  Indulgence.  But  unfortunately 
for  him,  by  the  Time  he  grew  big  enough  to  go  out 
Apprentice,  or  to  enter  upon  any  other  Method  of 
Living,  his  Friends  suddenly  dropped  off,  and  on 
their  Death  becoming  in  great  want  of  Money,  he 
%*as  forced  to  resign  all  the  golden  Hopes  he  had 
formed,  and  for  the  Sake  of  present  Subsistence  sub- 
rait  to  becoming  Footman  to  a  Gentleman,  who  was 
however  a  ver>'  good  and  kind  Master  to  him,  till  in 
about  a  Year  s  Time  he  died  also,  and  poor  Smith 
was  again  left  at  his  Wits  end.  However,  out  of 
this  Trouble  he  was  relieved  by  an  Irish  Gentleman^ 
who  took  him  into  his  Service,  and  carried  him  over 
with  him  to  Dublin.  There  he  met  with  abundance 
of  Temptations  to  fall  into  that  loose  and  lascivious 
Course  of  Life,  which  perhaps  prevails  more  in  that 
Cit)'  than  in  any  other  in  Europe ;  but  he  had  so 
much  Grace  at  that  Time  as  to  resist  it,  and  after  a 
Stay  there  of  twenty  Months,  returned  into  England 
again,  where  he  came  into  the  Service  of  a  third 
Master,  no  less  indulgent  to  him  than  the  two  former 
had  been.  In  this  last  Service  an  odd  Accident 
befell  him,  in  which,  though  I  neither  believe  myself, 
nor  incline  to  impose  it  on  my  Readers  that  there 
vi-as  anything  Supernatural  in  the  Case  of  it,  I  fancy 
the  oddness  of  the  Thing  may,  under  the  Story  1  am 
ijoing  to  tell,  not  be  disagreeable. 
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In  a  Journey  which  Thomas  had  made  into  Here- 
fordshire widi  his  first  Master,  he  had  contracted 
there  an  Acquaintance  with  a  young  Woman. 
Daughter  to  a  Farmer,  in  tolerable  Circumstances. 
This  Girl,  without  saying  anything  to  him,  fell,  it 
seems,  desperately  in  Love  with  him,  and  in  about 
three  Months  after  he  left  the  Country  she  died. 
One  Night,  after  his  coming  to  live  with  this  last 
Master,  he  fancied  he  saw  her  in  a  Dream,  that  she 
stood  for  some  Time  by  his  Bedside,  and  at  last  said. 
Thomas,  a  Month  or  two  hence  you  will  be  in  danj^er 
of  a  Fever ^  and  when  that  is  over  of  a  greater  M  is- 
fortune.  Have  a  Care  ;  you  have  hitherto  always 
behaved  as  an  honest  Man  ;  do  not  let  either  Povertj' 
or  Misfortune  tempt  you  to  become  otherwise,  and 
having  so  said,  she  withdrew.  In  the  Morning  the 
Fellow  was  prodigiously  confounded,  yet  made  no 
Discovery  of  what  had  happened  to  any  but  the  Per- 
son who  lay  with  him,  though  the  Thing  made  a  very 
strong  Impression  on  his  Spirits,  and  might  perhaps 
contribute  not  a  little  to  his  falling  ill  about  the  Time 
predicted  by  the  Phantom  he  had  seen. 

This  Fever  soon  brought  him  very  low,  and  obliged 
him  to  make  away  with  most  of  his  Things  in  order 
to  support  himself ;  when  upon  the  Recovery  he 
found  himself  in  lamentable  Circumstances,  being 
withoiit  Friends,  without  Money,  and  out  of  Business. 
l_"»foriunately  for  him,  coming  along  the  Haymarket 
one  Evening,  he  happened  to  follow  a  Gentleman 
somewhat  in  Liquor,  who,  knowing  him,  desired  that 
would  carry  him  home  to  his  House  in  St  Mar- 
L-atu,  to  which  Thomas  readily  agreed.  But  as 
were  going  along  thither,  a  Crowd  gathered 
rt  the  Gentleman,  who  being  as  quarrelsome  as' 
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*i>?Y,  took  it  into  his  Head  to  box  one  of  the  Mob^ 
2  order  to  the  doing  of  which  more  conveniently,  he 
^A\-e  Smith  his  Hat,  his  Cafu,  and  his  Wig.  Smith 
hdd  them  for  some  time,  the  Mob  forcing  them  along 
. ie  a  Torrent,  till  the  Gentleman,  whose  name  was 
Srjwm^  made  up  a  Court  near  Narthumberland 
HcTise^  and  Smith  thereupon  marched  off  with  the 
r.ii^s.  the  Necessity  he  was  under  so  far  blinding 
i:m,  that  he  made  no  Scruple  of  attempting  to  sell 
i«n  the  next  Day,  by  which  Means  Mr.  Brmcn 
hearii^  of  them,  he  caused  Smith  to  be  apprehended 
is  a  Street  Robber^  and  to  be  committed  to  Ncicgate, 
*^OQ^  he  had  the  good  Luck  notwithstanding  to 
^et  all  his  Things  again.  It  seems  he  visited  the 
poor  Man  in  Prison,  and,  if  he  did  not  prevaricate  at 
his  Death,  made  him  some  promises  of  softening  at 
'.east  if  not  of  dropping,  the  Prosecution,  which,  as 
Smith  asserted,  prevented  his  making  such  a  Pi^pa- 
radon  for  his  Defence  as  otherwise  he  might  have 
done.  This  proved  of  very  fatal  Consequence  to 
him,  since  on  the  Evidence  of  the  ProseaUor  he  was 
convicted  of  the  Robber)'  and  condemned, 

Never  poor  Creature  suffered  more  or  severer 
Hardships  in  the  Road  of  Death  than  this  poor  Man 
did,  for  by  the  time  Sentence  was  passed,  all  that  he 
had  was  gone,  and  he  had  scarce  a  Blanket  to  cover 
him  from  downright  Nakedness,  during  the  Space  he 
lav  in  the  Hold  under  Sentence.  As  he  was  better 
principled  in  Religion  than  any  of  the  other  Male- 
iaaors,  and  had  retained  his  Reading  so  well  as 
to  assist  them  in  their  Devotions,  and  to  supply  in 
some  Measure  the  want  of  somebody  constantly  to 
attend  them  in  their  Preparations  for  another  //  'orld^ 
so  he  picked  up  thereby  such  litde  Assistances  from 
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amongst  them  as  prevented  his  being  starved  before 
the  Time  appointed  for  his  Execution  came.  As  this 
Man  did  not  want  good  Sense,  and  was  far  from 
having  lost  what  Learning  he  had  acquired  in  his 
Youth,  so  the  Terrors  of  an  ignominious  Death  were 
quickly  over  with  him,  and  instead  of  being  afifrighted 
with  his  approaching  Fate,  he  considered  it  only  as  a 
Relief  from  Miseries  the  most  piercing  that  a  man 
could  feel,  under  which  he  had  laboured  so  long,  that 
Life  was  become  a  Burthen,  and  the  Prospect  of 
Death  the  only  Comfort  that  was  left.  He  died  with 
the  greatest  Appearance  of  Resolution  and  Tranquil- 
lity on  the  3rd  of  August,  1 726,  being  then  about 
twenty-three  years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Edward  Reynolds,  a   Thief  <5fc. 

OTWITHSTANDINGthe  present  Age  is 
so   much   celebrated  for  its  excellence    in 
Knowledge    and     Politeness,     yet    I     am 
persuaded  both  these  Qualities,  if  they  arc 
really  greater,  are  yet  more  restrained  than  they  have 
been  any  Time  heretofore  whatsoever.    The  common 
People  are  totally  Ignorant,  almost,  even  of  the  first 
Principles  of  Religion.     They  give  themselves  up  to 
Debauchery  without  Restraint,  and  yet  more  Extraor- 
dinary, they  fancy  their  Vices  are  great  Qualifications, 
and  look  on  all  sorts  of  Wickedness  as  Merit.     This 
poor  Wretch  who  is  the  Subject  of  our  present  Paj^^e, 
was  put  to  School  by  his   Parents,  who  were  in  Cir- 
cumstances mean  enough,  but  from  a  natural  Aversion 
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:   all  GvKi^lness,  he  absolutely  declined  makinij  any 
■  -^nciencv   ihervin.     Whether  he  was  etlucated  to 
^:y  Business  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say,  but  he 
'.I  xked  at  Mof^ntaking^  and  carrietl  them  about  to 
r:;  Country  Fairs  for  Sale,  by  which  he  sjot  a  Com- 
.TWicy  at  least  and  therefore  had  not  by  any  Means 
v.e  ordinary*  Excuse  of  Necessity  ;  on  the  contrar\',  he 
>«i5i  drawn  to  the  inTcatest  Part  of  those  Eyils  which 
*r  committed,  and  which  consequently  brouorht  on 
:  *  -\se  which  he  suftered,  by  frequentinj;  the  Ri^fg  at 
•1  x-^rjiMs^  a  Place  which,  since  it  Occurs  so  often  in 
:\ese  Memoirs,  puts  me  under  a  kind  of  Necessity  to 
.-.scribe  it,  and  the  Customs  of  those  who  frequent  iL 
It  lies  between  CpptT  and  Middle  Moorjields :  and 
-.<  People  of  Rant  when  they  turn  vicious,  frequent 
':  !^ces  where  under  Pretenceof  seeini::  one  Diyersion 
".  which,  jierhaps,  there  is  no  moral  Evil,  they  eitlier 
~^ake    Assignations  for  Lewdness,  or    Parties    for 
-  ^mimi:^  or  Dri$iJtiNs;^.  and  so  by  dejjrees  niin  their 
K states,  and  leave  the  Character  of  I\^iiu</nrs  behind 
r:env  so  those  of  meaner  Rank  come  thither  to  par- 
uke  of  the  Diversions  of  Cudcef-Pliivifiir^  ll^rest/ifn:^^ 
j-t^vts,  and  other  robust  Exercises,  which  are  now 
.ind  then  softened  by  a  Game  at  Toss-up,  HNst/c'Cap, 
r  Xime-Holes,  which  quickly  brinjjs  on  Want,  and 
:r,e  Desire  continuing,  naturally  inclines  them  to  look 
•lit  for  some  Means  to  recruit     And  so  when  the 
Evening  is  spent  in  Gaming,  the  Night  induces  them 
:>  thieve  under  its  cover,  tliat  diey  may  have  where- 
with to  supply  the   Expenses  of  die  ensuing  Day. 
And  hence  it  comes  to  pass  diat  diis  Place  and  these 
iVactices   hath  ruined  more  young  people,  such  as 
1  f'fireM/jees,    yourpievmtfi,   /:rrttiit/-/>ovs^  itc,    than 
^r.y  Other  Seifiifiar}*  of  \'ice  in   Town  ;  but  it  is  Time 
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that  we  should  now  return  to  the  Affairs  of  him  wh<j 
hath  occasioned  this  Digression. 

Reynolds    found    out     in     the     Neighbourhood 
of  this  Place  a  little  Ale-house,  to  which  he  ever^ 
night  resorted.     There  were  Abundance  of  wicked 
Persons  who  used  to  meet  there,  in  order  to  go  upoil 
their  several   villainous   Ways  of    getting   MoneyJ 
Reynolds,  whose  Head  was  always  full  of  discovering 
some  Method  by  which  he  might  live  more  at  Easd 
than  he  did  by  Working,  listened  very  attentively  to 
what  passed  amongst  them.  One  Barnham,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  Waterman,  was  highly  distinguished! 
at  these  Meetings,  for  his  consummate  Knowlege  in 
every  Branch  of  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  Cheating. 
He   had   followed  such   Practices  for   near  twenty 
Years,  and  commonly  when  they  came  thereat  Night 
they  formed  a  Ring  about  the   Place  where  he  sat, 
and  listened  with  the  greatest  Delight  to  those  Rela- 
tions of  evil  Deeds  which  his  Memory  recorded.      It 
happened  one  Evening,  when  these  worthy  Persons 
were  assembled  together,  that  their  Orator  took  it  in 
his  Head  to  harangue  them  on  the  several  Altera- 
tions which  the  Science  of  Stealing  had  gone  through, 
from  the  Time  of  his  becoming  acquainted  with  its 
Professors.     In  former  Days,  said  he.  Knights  of  the 
Road  were  a  kind  of  Military  Order,  into  which  none 
but  decayed  Gentlemen  presumed  to  intrude  them- 
selves ;  if  a  younger  Brother  ran  out  his  allowance,  or 
if  a  young  Heir  spent   his  Estate   before  he  had 
bought    a    tolerable    Understanding;    if    an  under 
Courtier  lived  above  his  Income,  or  a  Subaltern  Officer 
laid  out  twice  his  Pay  in  rich  Suits  and  fine  Laces  : 
this  was  the  way  they  took  to  Recruit,  and  if  they 
had  but  money  enough  left  to  procure  a  good  Horse 
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and  a  Case  of  Pistols,  there  was  no  Fear  of  their 
keepinor  up  their  Figure  a  year  or  two,  till  their  Faces 
^ere  known,  and  then  upon  a  Discovery  they 
;:cnerally  had  Friends  good  enough  to  prevent  their 
Swinging,  and  who,  ten  to  one,  provided  handsomely 
for  them  afterwards,  for  fear  of  their  meeting  with  a 
second  Mischance,  and  thereby  bringing  a  Stain  upon 
their  Family.  But  now-a-Days  a  petty  Alehouse- 
<:ep€r^  if  he  gives  too  much  Credit,  a  Cheesemonger 
whose  Credit  grows  rotten,  or  a  Mechanic  that  is 
weary  of  living  by  his  Fingers'  Ends,  makes  no  more 
ado  when  he  finds  his  Circumstances  uneasy,  whips 
into  a  Saddle,  and  thinks  to  get  all  things  retrieved 
by  the  Magic  of  those  two  formidable  Words,  Stand 
and  I?eliver ;  from  whence  the  Profession  is  grown 
scandalous,  since  all  the  World  knows  that  the  same 
Methods  now  make  an  Highwayman,  that  some 
Years  ago  would  have  got  a  C — m — ^w^ — //.  But 
hark  ye,  say's  one  of  the  Company,  in  the  Days  of 
those  Gentlemen  Highwaymen,  was  there  no  Way 
left  for  a  poor  Man  to  get  his  Living  out  of  the  Road 
of  Honesty  ?  Pooh  !  Ay,  replied  Barn/mm,  a 
Hundred ;  Men  were  more  ingenious  then  than  they 
are  now,  and  the  Fellows  were  so  dexterous  that  it 
was  dangerous  for  a  Man  to  laugh  who  had  a  good 
set  of  Teeth,  for  Fear  of  having  them  Stole.  They 
made  nothing  of  whipping  Hats  and  Wigs  off  at 
Xoon-day,  whipping  Swords  from  Folks  Sides  when 
it  grew  Dusk,  or  making  a  Midnight  visit,  in  spite  of 
Lacks,  Bolts,  Bars,  and  such  other  little  Impedi- 
ments, to  old  Misers,  who  kept  their  Gold  moulding 
in  Chests,  till  such  honest  Fellows  at  the  hazard  of 
their  Lives,  came  to  set  it  at  Liberty.  For  my  part, 
continued  he,   I  believe  Queen  Anne's  War  swept 
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away  the  last  Remains  of  these  brave  Spirits  ;  for 
since  the  Peace  of  Utrac  {as  I  think  they  call  it),  w; 
have  had  a  wondrous  growth  of  /ilfxkhmds,  even  in 
our  Business  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  Shepherd  and 
Frazier,  a  hundred  Years  hence,  they  would  n'->i 
think  that  in  our  Times  there  were  Fellows  tw^hl 
enough  to  get  Sixpence  out  of  a  legal  Road,  or  dare 
to  do  anything  without  a  Quirk  of  the  Law  to  screen 
them. 

All  his  Auditors  were  wondrously  pleased  with 
such  Discourses  as  these,  and  when  the  Liquor  had 
a  Httle  warmed  them,  would  each  in  their  Turns  tell 
a  multitude  of  Stories  they  had  heard  of  the  Bolditcss. 
Cunning,  and  Dexterity  of  the  Thieves  who  lived 
before  them.  In  all  Cases  whatever.  Evil  is  much 
sooner  learnt  than  Good,  and  a  Night's  Debauch 
makes  ten  Times  a  greater  Impression  on  the  Spirits 
than  the  most  eloquent  Sermon.  People  between 
the  Liquor  and  the  Tales  begin  to  form  neiu  Ideas  tO' 
themselves  of  Things,  and  instead  of  looking  on 
Robbery  as  a  Rapitu,  and  Stealing  as  that  villainous 
Method  of  Defrauding  another,  they,  on  the  Contrary*, 
take  the  first  for  a  gallant  Action,  and  the  latter  for  a 
dexterous  piece  of  Cunning,  by  either  of  which  they 
acquire  the  Means  of  indulging  themselves  in  what 
best  suits  their  Inclinations,  without  the  fatigue  of 
Business,  or  the  Drudgery  of  hard  Labour.  Reynolds. 
tlKJU;^U  a  very  stupid  Fellow,  soon  became  a  Convert 
to  these  Notions,  and  lost  no  Time  in  putting  them 
into  Fxecution,  for  the  next  Night  he  took  from  a 
Person,  who,  it  seems,  knew  him  and  his  haunts  well 
■enough,  a  Coat  and  a  Shilling,  which,  when  he  came 

be  Indicted  for  the  Fact,  he  pretended  were  given 
him  to  prevent  his  Charging  the  Prosecutor  widi  an 
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Attempt  to  commit  Sodomy ^ — an  Excuse  which  is  of 
ate  years  grown  as  common  with  tlie  Men,  as  it  has 
i'^ng  been  with  the  Women,  to  pretend  Money  was 
^^'ven  them  for  flogging  Folks  when  they  have  been 
Irought  to  the  Bar,  for  picking  it  out  of  their  Pockets, 
hoping  by  this  Reverberation  of  Ignominy  to  blacken 
each  other,  that  the  ^wry  may  believe  neither.  How- 
ever, in  this  Case,  it  must  be  acknowledged  tliat 
Reynolds  went  to  Death  with  this  Assertion,  that  he 
received  the  Coat  and  the  Shilling  on  the  before- 
rentioned  Account,  and  that  he  did  not  take  it  by 
\  iolence,  which  was  the  Crime  whereof  he  was 
con\icted. 

He  had  married  a  poor  Woman,  who  lived  in  very 
oxxi  Reputation  both  before  and  after  his  Execution. 
Dy  her  he  had  three  Children,  and  though  he  had 
^onor  Associated  himself  wath  other  Women,  and  left 
r.er  to  provide  for  the  poor  Infants,  yet  he  was 
extremely  offended  because  she  did  not  send  him 
Money  as  much  as  he  wanted  under  his  Confinement, 
and  could  not  forbear  treating  her  with  very  ill  Lan- 
;aage  when  she  came  to  see  him  under  his  Misfor- 
tunes. As  he  was  a  Fellow  of  little  Parts,  and  no 
Education,  so  his  Behaviour  under  condemnation  was 
confused  and  unequal,  as  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
it  should  be,  since  he  had  nothing  to  support  his 
Hopes,  or  to  Comfort  him  against  those  Fears  of 
Death  which  are  inseparable  from  Human  Nature. 
However,  he  sometimes  discovered  an  Inclination  to 
leam  somewhat  of  Religion,  would  listen  attentively 
while  Smith  was  Reading,  and  as  well  as  his  gross 
capacit)*  would  give  him  leave,  would  pray  for  Mercy 
and  Fprgiz'encss,  At  Chapel  he  behaved  himself 
deceody^^^  not  devoutly,  and  being  by  his  Misfor- 
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tunes  removed  from  the  Company  of  those  who 
seduced  him  first  into  his  Vices,  he  began  to  have 
some  Idea  of  the  Use  of  Life  when  he  was  going  to 
leiave  it;  and  his  Thoughts  had  received  certain 
Ideas,  though  very  imperfect  ones,  of  Death  and  a 
future  State,  when  the  Punishment  appointed  by  Law, 
sent  him  to  experience  them.  He  died  on  the  23rci 
of  August,  1 726,  being  then  upwards  of  twenty -six 
'  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  John  Claxton,  alias  Johnston, 

a   Thief  &c.. 

HIS  Unhappy  Malefactor  was  amongst  the 
Number  of  those  who  through  Want  of 
Education  are  the  more  easily  drawn  into 
the  Prosecution  of  such  Practices  as  become 
fatal  to  them.  His  Father  was  a  common  Sailor 
belonging  to  the  Town  of  Sunderland,  who  had  it 
not  in  his  Power  to  bring  him  up  in  a  very  extraordi- 
nary Manner,  and  what  little  he  was  able  to  do  was 
frustrated  by  the  evil  Inclinations  of  his  Son,  who 
who  instead  of  applying  himself  closely  while  he 
remained  at  School,  loitered  away  his  Time,  and 
made  little  or  no  Proficiency  there.  His  Head,  as 
those  of  most  Seamen  s  Children  do,  ran  continually 
on  Voyages  and  seeing  Foreign  Countries,  wim 
which  roving  Temper  the  Father  too  readily  com- 
plied, and  while  yet  a  Boy,  unacquainted  with  any 
Kind  of  Learning,  and  unsettled  in  the  Principles  of 
Religion,  he  was  sent  forth  into  the  World  to  pick  up 
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tither  as  he  could.  The  first  Voj-age  he  made  was 
lip  the  Straits^  where  he  touched  at  Gibraltar^  and 
vent  soon  after  to  Leghorn^  the  Port  to  which  they 
were  bound.  Being  a  young  sprighdy  Lad,  the  Mate 
carried  him  on  Shore  with  him,  and  being  a  Man  of 
Intrigue,  made  use  of  him  to  go  between  him  and  an 
Irish  Woman,  who  was  married  to  an  Italian  Cap- 
tain of  a  Ship.  At  the  Time  diey  were  in  Ital)\  the 
Lady's  Husband  was  in  Sici/y,  and  they  therefore 
apprehended  themselves  to  be  secure.  She  proposed 
to  the  JMateih^  CBrrying  off  yewe/s,  and  other  Things, 
to  the  Amount  of  some  Thousand  Crowns,  and  then 
•iring  with  him  from  ftafy.  The  Project  had 
certainly  succeeded,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their 
Imprudence;  for  the  Jlfatr,  who  passed  for  her 
Cousin,  being  continually  in  the  House  for  three 
Da\-s  before  the  Ship  went  away,  a  Suspicion  entered 
into  some  of  the  Neighbours,  as  they  often  do 
amongst  Italians,  that  there  was  something  more 
than  ordinary'  concealed  under  the  frequency  of  his 
VisitSw  They  therefore  despatched  a  Messenger  to 
Signor  Stephana  di  Caivo,  the  Captain's  Brother,  with 
an  account  of  their  Surmises,  who  came  immediately 
to  Leghorn,  and  going  direcdy  to  his  brother's  House, 
found  his  Sister  had  packed  up  all  his  valuable 
Effects,  and  having  loaded  the  Boy  with  as  much  as 
he  could  carry,  was  on  the  Point  of  setting  out  with 
him  for  the  Vessel.  Stephana  dragged  her  back  into 
an  inner  Apartment,  where  he  locked  her  in,  and 
afterwards  fastened  the  Doors  of  the  outward  Apart- 
ment, through  which  they  passed  thither.  But  Jack 
seeing  how  Things  went,  laid  down  his  Burden,  and 
tkd  as  hard  as  he  could  drive  to  the  Port,  where  he 
gave  Notice  to  his  Master  of  tlieir  Disappointment, 
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and  caused  the  Vessel  immediately  to  weigh  Anchor, 
and  stand  to  Sea,  fearing  the  Consequences  of  the 
Affair,  which  he  knew  would  make  a  great  Noise, 
and  might  possibly  turn  to  the  Detriment  of  his 
Owners.  Claxton  had  hitherto  done  nothing  that 
was  criminal  within  the  Eye  of  the  Law,  though 
while  at  Sea  he  was  continually  employed  in  some 
mischievous  Trick  or  other.  When  he  came  into 
England,  the  Ship  happened  to  go  to  Yamwuth,  and 
after  a  short  Stay  there,  he  married  a  young  Woman, 
who  had  some  little  Matter  of  Money,  with  which  he 
proposed  to  do  for  himself  some  little  Matter  at  Sea, 
and  taking  the  greatest  Part  of  it  with  him,  came  up 
to  London  in  order  to  see  after  a  good  Voyage. 

But  this  was  the  most  fatal  Journey  he  ever  made ; 
for  falling,  unfortunately,  into  the  Hands  of  ill 
Women  and  their  Companions,  they  quickly  drew 
him  to  be  as  bad  as  themselves  ;  so  that,  forgetting 
the  poor  Woman  he  had  married,  and  regardless  of 
the  Business  which  brought  him  up  to  Town,  he  gave 
himself  up  entirely  to  the  Pursuit  of  such  Villanies 
as  they  taught  him,  and  in  a  short  Space  became  as 
expert  a  Proficient  as  any  in  the  Gang,  Some  of 
them  had  consulted  together  to  rob  a  IVoodmongers 
House  of  a  considerable  Quantity  of  Plate,  but  there 
was  one  Difficulty  to  be  encountered,  without  over- 
coming which  there  were  no  hopes  of  success.  The 
IVoodmongers  Maid  carried  up  the  Keys  every  Night 
to  her  Master,  the  outer  Court  having  a  Gate  to  it, 
and  unless  they  could  fall  upon  some  Stratagem 
either  to  prevent  its  being  shut,  to  gain  the  means  of 
unlocking  it,  their  attempt  was  certainly  in  vain.  In 
order  to  bring  this  to  pass,  they  put  ^a^k,  who  was  a 
neat  litde  Fellow,  into  a  very  good  Habit,  and  found 
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Means  to  introduce  him  to  the  Acquaintance  of  the 
Wench  at  a  nei^bouring  Chandlers  Shop^  where  he 
!iX)k  Lodgings,  and  in  a  Fortnight's  Time  prevailed 
rpon  Mrs.  Anne  to  come  out  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock 
to  meet  him,  which  she  could  not  do  without  leaving 
die  great  Gate  ajar,  having  first  carried  up  the  Key 
to  her  Master,  though  for  her  own  conveniency  she 
had  dius  left  it  upon  a  single  Lock.  While  she  and 
her  Sweetheart  w*ere  drinking  Punchy  and  making 
merry  together,  the  rest  of  the  Confederates  got  into 
Ae  House,  and  carried  away  Silver  Plate  to  the 
Value  of  j^So,  leaving  everything  behind  them  in 
s^jch  good  Order,  that  the  IVIaid,  who  was  a  litde 
trpsy  into  the  Bai^[ain,  discovered  nothing  that  Night, 
and  going  to  acquaint  her  Lover  with  the  Accident 
as  soon  as  it  was  found  out,  she  was  to  her  great 
Surprise  informed  that  he  had  removed,  having  car- 
ried away  all  his  Things  before  his  Lafidlord  and 
Landlady  were  up.  The  Girl  carefully  concealed 
this  Passage,  knowing  how  fatal  it  would  be  to  her 
if  it  should  reach  her  Masters  Ears;  but  for  her 
Spark,  she  heard  no  more  of  him  until  his  Commit- 
ment to  Newgate  for  another  Fact,  for  which  he  was 
ordered  for  transportation. 

Being  on  board  the  Vessel  with  the  Rest  of  the 
Convicts^  he  soon  procured  the  Favour  of  the  Master 
to  be  let  out  upon  Deck,  and  being  a  strong  able 
Sailor,  ingratiated  himself  so  far  as  to  meet  no  worse 
Usage  than  any  other  Sailor  in  the  Ship.  On  their 
Arrival  at  the  Canaries,  where  by  Stress  of  Weather 
they  were  obliged  to  put  in,  a  Quarrel  happened 
between  the  Master  of  their  Vessel  and  the  Captain 
of  a  yamaica  Ship  homeward  bound.  It  ended  in  a 
Duel  with  Sword  and  Pistol,  and  the  Captain  of  the 


I 


68  The  Life  of 

Transport  carried  fohn  with  him,  who  behaved  so 
well  upon  this  Occasion,  that  he  promised  him  his 
Liberty  as  soon  as  they  arrived  in  America,  which  he 
honourably  performed,  and  yaek  was  so  indefatigable 
in  his  Endeavours  to  get  home,  that  he  arrived  in 
London  six  Weeks  before  his  Captain  came  back. 
He  herded  again  with  his  old  Crew,  though  before 
he  was  able  to  do  much  Mischief  amongst  them  he 
was  apprehended  for  returning  from  Transportation, 
and  was  at  the  next  Sessions  for  the  same  tried  and 
convicted.  By  this  Time  the  Captain  who  had  car- 
ried him  out  was  arrived,  and  hearing  of  yohn's 
Misfortune,  he  made  such  Interest  as  procured  the 
Sentence  of  Death  to  be  changed  into  a  second 
Transportation.  Such  narrow  Escapes,  one  would 
have  im^ined,  might  have  taught  him  how  dangerous 
a  Thing  it  was  to  dally  with  the  Laws  of  the  Nation 
in  any  respect  whatsoever  ;  and  yet  no  sooner  was 
he  on  Shore  in  New  England,  where  the  Master 
took  Care  to  provide  him  with  as  easy  a  Service  as  a 
Man  could  have  wished,  than,  as  soon  as  the  Cap- 
tains Back  was  turned,  he  found  Means  to  give  the 
Planter  the  Slip,  and  in  nine  Months'  Time  revisited 
London  a  second  Time.  Whether  he  intended  to 
havf  '^one  on  in  the  old  Trade  or  no,  it  is  impossible 
for  us  lo  determine,  but  of  this  we  are  certain,  that 
he  li;nl  not  been  in  England  many  Weeks  ere  a 
Fcrsnn  who  made  it  his  Business  to  detect  such  as 
returii'jd  from  7Va«i^£>r/fl/i£»a,  clapped  him  up  in  his 
old  Lodging  at  Neivgate,  brought  him  to  Trial,  and 
convicted  him  the  third  Time.  As  soon  as  he  had 
received  Sentence,  he  relinquished  all  Hopes  of  Life, 
and  as  in  all  this  Time  he  had  never  made  any 
-    Enquiry  after  his  Wife  at  Yarmouth,  so  he  would  not 
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now  bring  an  Odium  upon  her  and  her  Family  by 
sending  to  them,  and  making  his  Misfortune  public 
in  the  Place  where  they  lived.  The  Man  seemed  to 
be  of  an  easy  tractable  Disposition,  readily  yielding 
to  whatever  those  who  conversed  with  him  desired 
to  bring  him  to,  whether  it  were  good  or  evil.  He 
attended  with  great  seeming  Piety  and  Devotion  to 
the  Books  which  Tlwfnas  Smith  read  to  his  Fellow 
Prisoners,  and  gained  thereby  a  tolerable  Notion  of 
the  lyxity  o(  Repentance^  and  that  Faith  which  Men 
ought  to  have  in  testis  Christ.  Thus  by  degrees  he 
brought  himself  to  a  perfect  Indifference  as  to  Life 
or  Death,  and  at  the  Place  of  Execution,  shewed 
neither  by  Change  of  Colour  or  any  other  Symptom 
any  extraordinary  Fear  of  his  approaching  Dissolu- 
tion. After  having  conformed  devoudy  to  tlie  Prayers 
said  by  the  Ordinary^  and  after  a  short  private 
Devotion,  he  submitted  to  his  Fate  with  the 
aforementioned  Malefactors  Smith  and  Reynolds, 
being  then  about  twenty-eight  Years  old  or  there- 
abouts. 


T/u  Life  of  John  Cartwrigiit,  a  Thief 

|HE  Career  of  this  Criminal  is  remarkable  as 
shewing  how  far  Youth,  even  of  the 
best  Principle,  is  liable  to  be  led  astray 
by  the  corrupting  influence  of  bad  Com- 
panions, yohn  Cartwright  was  born  of  respectable 
Parents,  who  gave  him  a  good  Education.  He 
soon  displayed  great  Capacity,  and  they  were  in 
hopes  he  would  not  find  it  difficult  to  get  his  Bread* 
He  lived  with  several   Persons  in  die  Country  with 
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unspotted  Reputation,  until  at  last  a  Whim  came 
into  his  Head  of  coming  up  to  London.  An  Uncle 
of  his  procured  him  a  very  good  Service  with  one 
Mr.  Chauvin,  a  Mercer  in  Pater7ioster  Row,  with 
whom  he  staid  for  some  time  with  great  Satisfaction 
on  both  sides ;  for  his  Master  was  highly  pleased 
with  the  careful  Industry  of  the  young  Man's 
Temper,  and  Cartwright  on  the  other  Side  had  not 
the  least  Reason  to  complain,  considering  the  great 
Kindness  and  Indulgence  with  which  he  was  used; 
but  some  young  Fellows  of  loose  Principles  taking 
Notice  of  Cartwright s  easy  and  tractable  Temper, 
quickly  drew  him  in  to  become  fond  of  their  Com- 
pany and  Conversation. 

Every  other  Suftday  he  was  permitted  to  go  out 
where  he  would  until  Nine  o'Clock  at  Night ;  and 
these  young  Fellows  meeting  at  a  fine  Alehouse  not 
far  from  his  Masters  House,  whither  they  began  to 
bring  Yorkshire  Johft  (as  they  called  him),  there 
they  usually  ran  over  the  Description  of  the  Diver- 
sions of  the  Town,  and  of  those  Places  round  about 
it,  which  are  most  Remarkable  for  the  Resort  of  Com- 
pany. These  were  new  Scenes  to  poor  John,  who  was 
unacquainted  with  any  Representation  better  than  a 
puppet-sliow,  or  Recreation  of  a  superior  Nature  to 
Bull-Baitings  or  a  Cotmtry  Fair,  and  therefore  his 
Thoughts  were  extremely  taken  up  with  all  he  heard  ; 
and  his  Companions  were  so  obliging  that  they  took 
abundance  of  Pains  to  satisfy  such  Questions  as  he 
asked  them,  and  often  solicited  him  to  go  and  partake 
with  them  at  Plays,  Dancing  Bouts,  and  all  the 
various  Divertisements,  to  which  young  unthinking 
Youths  are  addicted.  He  wanted  not  many 
Entreaties  to  comply  with  their  Request;  but  Money, 
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the  main  I  ngredient  in  such  Delights,  was  wantinjj, 
and  of  this  he  at  last  acknowledged  his  Deficiency  to 
one  of  the  young  Men  his  Companions.  He  took  no 
notice  of  it  at  that  time,  farther  than  to  wish  he  had 
more,  and  to  tell  him  a  young  Man  of  his  Spirit 
ought  never  to  be  without,  and  that  there  were  Ways 
enough  to  get  it,  if  a  man  had  Courage.  He 
repeated  these  Insinuations  often  without  explaining 
them  at  all,  till  frequent  Stories  of  the  fine  Sights  at 
the  Theatres  and  elsewhere  had  so  far  raised  poor 
Johns  Curiosity,  that  he  one  Evening  entreated  his 
Companion  to  let  him  into  the  Bottom  of  what  he 
meant  The  Cunning  Villain  turned  it  at  first  into 
a  Jest,  and  continued  to  banter  him  about  his  being 
a  Country-Put,  and  so  forth,  until  he  perceived  it 
was  past  twelve  o'Clock,  and  knew  that  it  was  too 
late  for  him  to  get  in  at  Home.  Then  he  told  him, 
"  That  if  he'd  promise  never  to  reveal  it,  he'd  tell 
him  what  he  meant"  yohn  being  full  of  Liquor, 
swore  he  would  not,  and  the  other  in  return  replied, 
why  here,  you  stand  complaining  of  the  Want  of 
Money,  while,  I  warrant  you,  there's  a  hundred  or 
two  Pounds  in  your  Master's  Drawer  under  the 
Counter.  Maybe  there  is,  said  CartiK'nght-,  but 
what's  that  to  me  ?  Nay,  replied  the  other,  nothing 
if  you  have  not  the  Courage  to  go  and  fetch  it ;  why 
now,  you  can  get  in,  I'm  sure;  come,  I'll  put  you  in  a 
Way  of  never  being  taken.  Cartwriirht  was  half 
drunk,  remembered  that  there  was  a  Parcel  of  Gold 
in  the  Drawer,  and  that  it  was  in  his  Power  to  get  at 
a  Silver  Watch  and  some  Plate,  so  that  he  fatally 
\*ielded  to  the  Temptations  of  his  Companion,  and 
thereupon  the  next  Morning,  conveyed  to  him  the 
Watch,     F'ourscore     Pounds    in    Money,  and   three 


\ 


72  T/ie  Life  of 

Silver  Spoons.  They  shared  the  Booty  of  the 
greatest  Part,  of  which  Cariwright  was  quickly 
cheated,  and  though  he  fled  with  the  Remainder  as 
far  as  Monmouthshire  in  Wales,  yet  some  way  or 
other  he  was  there  detected,  committed  first  Prisoner 
to  the  County  Goal,  and  then  sent  up  to  Lmidoft, , 
where  in  a  few  Days  after  his  Arrival  he  was  tried 
and  convicted.  Never  poor  Wretch  suffered  deeper 
Affliction  than  he  did,  in  the  Reflection  of  his  Follies, 
for  giving  up  all  hopes  of  Life,  he  spent  the  whole 
Interval  of  Time  between  Sentence  and  Execution 
in  grieving  for  the  Sorrows  he  had  brought  upon 
himself,  and  the  Stain  his  ignominious  Death  would 
leave  upon  his  Family.  His  Companion,  in  the 
meantime,  was  fled  far  enough  out  of  the  Reach  of 
justice,  so  that  Cartwright  had  nothing  to  expect 
but  Death,  to  which  he  patiendy  submitted, 
acknowledging  upon  alt  Occasions  the  Justice  of 
that  Sentence  which  had  befallen  him,  and  wish- 
ing that  his  Death  might  be  sufficient  to  warn 
other  young  Men  in  such  Circumstances  as  his 
once  were,  from  falling  into  Faults  of  that  kind, 
which  had  brought  him  to  Ruin  and  Shame.  Yet 
though  he  laid  aside  all  Desires  relating  to  worldly 
Things,  he  expressed  a  litde  Peevishness  from  the 
Net,'lect  shewn  towards  him  by  his  F'riends  in  the 
Country,  who,  though  they  knew  well  enough  of 
his  Misfortunes,  yet  absolutely  declined  doing  any- 
thing; for  him,  from  a  Notion,  perhaps  that  it  might 
reflect  upon  themselves.  Cartwright  above  all 
thin;^s  manifested  a  due  Sense  of  the  Ingratitude 
he  had  been  guilty  of  towards  so  good  a  Master  as 
the  Gentleman  whom  he  robbed  had  been  to  him ; 
he  therefore  prayed  for  his  Prosperity  even  with  his 
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last  Breath,  and  declared  he  died  without  Malice  or 
:Ii  Will  against  any  Person  whatsoever.  At  the 
Place  of  Execution  he  attended  ver>*  devoudy  to  the 
Pra\'ers,  but  did  not  say  anything  to  the  People, 
more  than  to  b^  them  to  take  Warning  by  him, 
aiter  the  Rope  was  fixed  about  his  Neck.  He  was 
executed  at  Tyburn  on  Motulay  the  2ist  of  Septtm- 
/tT,  1726,  being  then  about  twenty- three  Years  of 
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an  Higlnvayiuoman. 

lOTHIXG  deser\'es  Obser\'ation  more  than 
the  Resolution,  or  rather  Obstinacy,  with 
which  some  Criminals  deny  the  Facts  they 
have  committed,  though  ever  so  evidently 
proved  against  them.  There  are  t^vo  Evils  which 
follow  from  a  hastj'  Judgment  formed  from  this  Con- 
sideration, the  first  is,  that  People  either  instigated 
through  Malice,  or  rashly  and  by  Mistake  swear 
against  innocent  Persons,  from  a  Presumption  that 
nobody  would  be  so  wicked  as  to  die  with  a  Lie  in 
his  Mouth.  The  othejr  Fault  consists  in  imagining 
the  Proscmtors  never  in  the  Wrong,  and  believing 
that  Covetousness  or  Revenge  can  never  bring 
People  up  to  such  a  Pitch  as  to  take  away  the  Life 
of  another  to  gain  Money,  or  to  glut  their  Passions. 
Our  Experience  convinces  us,  that  either  of  these 
Notions  taken  generally  is  wrong  in  itself,  and  that, 
as  many  have  died  in  the  Profession  of  Falsehoods, 
so  some  have  suffered  though  Innocent  of  the  Crime 
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for  which  they  died.  The  true  Use,  therefore,  of 
this  Reflection  is,  that  where  Life  is  concerned,  trx> 
much  Care  cannot  be  taken  to  sift  the  Truth,  since 
Appearances  often  deceive  us,  and  Circumstances  are 
sometimes  strong  where  the  Evidence,  if  the  whole 
Affair  were  known,  would  be  but  weak. 

Mary  Blacket,  which  was  the  real  Name  oi  this 
unfortunate  Woman,  was  the  Daughter  of  very  mean 
Parents,  who  yet  were  so  careful  of  her  Education 
that  they  brought  her  up  to  read  and  write  tolerably 
well,  and  to  do  everything  which  could  be  expected 
for  a  Household  Servant^  which  was  the  best  Station 
they  ever  expected  she  should  arrive  aL  When  she 
grew  big  enough  to  go  out,  they  procured  for  her  a 
Service,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  several  others,  while 
a  single  Woman,  she  lived  with  very  good  Reputa- 
tion. After  this  she  married  a  Sailor,  and,  for  all 
her  Neighbours  knew,  lived  by  hard  work  while  he 
was  abroad,  when  on  a  sudden  she  was  taken  up  and 
committed  to  Neiugate,  for  assaulting  William 
Whittle  on  the  Highway,  and  taking  from  him  a 
Watch,  value  £\  and  6d.  in  Money,  on  the  6th  of 
August,  1726.  When  Sessions  came  on,  the  Prose- 
cutor appeared  and  swore  the  Fact  positively  upon 
her,  whereupon  the  Jury  found  her  guilty,  though 
she  at  the  Bar  declared  with  Abundance  of  Asseve- 
rations, that  she  never  was  guilty  of  anything  of  the 
Sort  in  her  Life,  and  insisted  on  it,  that  the  Man  wa> 
mistaken  in  her  Face.  While  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  she  behaved  herself  with  great  Devotion.  an'J 
seemed  to  express  no  Concern  at  leaving  the  World, 
excepting  only  her  Apprehensions  that  her  Chiid 
would  neither  be  taken  care  of,  nor  educated  so  wel! 
after  her  Dec^^ase,  at  the  Charge  <if  the  Parish,  as 
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hitherto  it  had  been.  Yet  with  Respect  to  the  Crime 
for  which  she  was  to  die,  she  still  continued  to  pro- 
fess her  Innocence  thereof,  averring  that  she  had 
never  been  concerned  in  injuring  anybody  by  Theft, 
and  charging  the  Oath  of  the  Prosecutor  wholly  upon 
his  Mistake,  and  not  upon  any  wilful  Design  to  do 
her  Prejudice.  She  as  well  at  Uiapel  as  in  the  Place 
of  her  Confinement,  declared  she  absolutely  foi^ve 
him  who  had  brought  her  to  that  ignominious  End, 
as  freely  as  she  hoped  Forgiveness  from  her  Creator  ; 
and  with  these  Professions  she  left  the  World,  at 
Tyburn^  on  the  same  Day  with  the  before  mentioned 
^la]efactor,  being  then  about  thirty-four  Years  of 
Age,  persisting  even  at  the  Place  of  Execution  in  the 
Denial  of  the  Fact 
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Frazer,  a  Sliopliftcr. 

N  the  Summer  of  the  Year  1 726,  Slioplifting 
became  so  common  a  Practice,  and  so  De- 
trimental to  the  Shopkeepers^  that  they  made 
an  Application  to  the  Governntcnt  for  As- 
sistance in  apprehending  the  Offenders,  and  in  order 
thereto,  the  Offer  of  a  Reward  and  a  Pardon  for  any 
who  would  discover  their  Associates  in  such  Practices. 
It  \i-as  not  long  before  by  their  Vigilance  and  Warmth 
in  carrying  on  the  Prosecution,  they  seized  and  com- 
mitted several  of  the  most  notorious  Shoplifters  about 
Town,  and  at  the  next  ensuinij  Sessions  convicted 
six  or  seven  of  them,  which  seems  to  have  pretty 
well  broken  the  Neck  of  this   Branch  of  Thieving 
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ever  since.  The  Malefactor  of  whom  we  are  now 
speaking  pretended  to  have  been  the  Daughter  of  a 
Gentleman  of  some  Rank  in  a  Northern  Countv, 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  Woman  had  had  a  tolerable 
Education,  and  neither  in  her  Person  nor  in  her  Be- 
haviour betrayed  anything  of  a  vulgar  Birth.  Yet 
those  whom  she  called  her  nearest  Relations,  abso- 
lutely disowned  her  on  her  Application  to  them,  and 
would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  Steps  whatso- 
ever in  order  to  procure  her  a  Reprieve. 

Between  fifteen  and  sixteen  Years  old,  she  came 
up  to  London  to  her  Aunt,  much,  as  she  pretended, 
against  the  Will  of  her  Relations.  At  that  Time  she 
was  not  ugly,  and  therefore  a  young  Fellow  in  the 
Neighbourhood  began  to  be  very  assiduous  in  his 
Courtship  to  her,  hoping  also  that  the  Persons  she 
talked  of  as  her  Father  and  Brothers  in  the  Country 
would  give  him  a  Sum  of  Money  to  set  up  his  Trade. 
Miss  Jenny  was  a  forward  Lass,  and  the  Fellow 
being  a  spruce  young  Spark,  soon  prevailed  over  her 
Affections,  and  they  were  accordingly  privately  mar- 
ried, though  it  proved  not  much  to  her  Advantage. 
For  her  Husband  finding  no  Money  come,  began  to 
use  her  indifferently,  upon  which  she  fell  into  that 
5ort  of  Business  which  goes  under  the  Name  of  a 
Holland's  Trader,  and  gives  the  best  Opportunities 
of  vending  Goods  that  are  ill  come  by,  at  a  tolerable 
Price,  and  with  little  Danger.  Whether  in  the  Life- 
time of  this  Husband  or  afterwards,  I  cannot  say,  but 
she  fell  into  the  Acquaintance  of  the  famous  Jona- 
tlian  Wild,  and  possibly  received  some  of  his  Instruc- 
tions in  managing  her  Affairs  in  the  Disposal  of 
Stolen  Goods  ;  but  as  Jo^tathans  Friendships  were 
mostly  fatal,  so  in  about  a  Year  s  Time  afterwards 
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she  was  apprehended  upon  that  Score,  and  shortly 
after  tried  and  convicted,  and  thereupon  ordered  for 
Transportation.      She   continued    abroad    for    two 
Years  or  somewhat  more  ;  and  then  under  Pretence 
of  Love  to  her  Children  ventured  over  to  Englaftd 
again,  where  it  was  not  long  before  she  got  acquainted 
with  her  old  Crew,  who,  if  they  were  to  be  believed 
upon  their  Oaths,  were  even  inferior  to  her  in  the 
Art  and  Mystery  of  Shoplifting.     However  it  was, 
whether  by  selling   Stolen  Goods,    or   by  stealing 
them,  certain  it  is  that  she  ran  into  so  much  Money 
that  an  Irish  Sharper  thought  fit,  about  Christmas 
before  her  Death,  to  marry  her,  in  order  to  possess 
himself  of  her  Effects,  which,  without  Ceremony,  he 
did  upon  her  being  last  apprehended,  disposing  of 
everything  she  had,  and  taking  away  particularly  a 
lai^e  Purse   of  old  Gold,  which  by  her  Industry  she 
had  collected  against  a  Rainy  Day.     The  Woman 
who  became  an  Evidence  against  her,  swore  so  posi- 
tively on  the  several  Indictments,  and  what  she  said 
was  corroborated  with  so  many  Circumstances,  that 
the  yury  found  her  guilty  on  the  four  following  In- 
dictments, viz.,  for  privately  stealing  twenty  Yards 
of  Straw-Ground  brocaded   Silk,   Value   ;^io,    the 
Goods  of  yohn  M0071  and  Richard  Stone,  on  the  ist 
of  June,  1 726  ;  2.  Of  privately  stealing  in  the  shop 
of  Mr.  Matthew  Herbert  forty  Yards  of  Pink  coloured 
Mantua  Silk,  Value  ;^io,  on  the  ist  of  May  in  the 
same  Year ;    3.    Of  privately  stealing,  in  Company 
with  Mary  Robinson,  a  Silver  Cup  of  the  Value  of 
£^,  the  Goods  of  Elizabeth  Dobbinso7t,  on  the  7th  of 
January  ;  4-  Of  privately  stealing,  in  the  Company 
of  Mary  Robinson  aforesaid,  eighty  Yards  of  C/ierry 
coloured  Mantua   Silk,   Value    ^5,   the   Goods  of 
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yoseph  Bourn  and  Mary  Harper^  on  the  24th  of 
December. 

Notwithstanding  the  Clearness  of  the  Evidence 
given  against  her,  while  under  Sentence  of  Death 
she  absolutely  denied,  not  only  the  several  Facts  of 
which  she  was  convicted,  but  of  her  having  been  ever 
guilty  of  any  Theft  during  her  whole  Life.  Yet  she 
confessed  her  Acquaintanceship  with  yonaUian 
Wild,  nay,  and  went  so  far  as  to  own  having  bought 
stolen  Goods,  and  disposed  of  them,  by  which  she 
had  got  great  Sums  of  Money.  She  was  exceedingly 
uneasy  at  the  Thoughts  of  dying,  and  left  no  Method 
untried  to  have  procured  a  Reprieve,  venting  herself 
in  most  opprobrious  Terms  against  some  whom  she 
would  have  put  upon  procuring  it  for  her,  by  pre- 
tending to  be  their  near  Relation,  though  the  People 
knew  very  well  that  she  had  nothing  to  do  with  them 
or  their  Family.  She  had  been  reproved  by  the 
Ministers  who  assisted  the  Condemned  Persons  for 
making  such  Pretensions,  yet  she  still  persisted 
therein,  and  on  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate  s  acquaint- 
ing her  that  the  Gentleman  she  called  her  Father 
died  the  Week  before  suddenly,  she  fell  into  a  great 
Agony  of  crying,  and  as  soon  as  she  came  a  little  to 
herself,  reproached,  though  in  very  modest  Terms, 
the  unnatural  Conduct  of  those  she  still  averred  to 
be  so  nearly  related  to  her.  No  one  could  be  more 
fond  than  she  was  of  her  Children,  who  were  brought 
to  Newgate  to  see  her,  and  over  whom  she  wept 
bitterly,  and  expressed  great  Concern  at  her  not 
having  saved  wherewith  to  support  them  in  their 
tender  Years.  At  last,  when  she  lost  all  Hopes  of 
Life,  instead  of  growing  calmer,  and  becoming  recon- 
ciled to  Death,  as  is  frequent  enough  with   Persons 
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in  that  sad  Condition,  on  die  Contrary  she  became 
rTxvre  impadent  than  ever,  flew  out  into  excessive 
['assions,  and  behaved  herself  with  such  Vehemence 
'^  Flights  of  Railing,  that  she  did  not  a  litde  dis- 
r-rh  those  who  lay  under  Sentence  in  the  same  Place 
i*ith  her.  For  this  she  ivas  reprimanded  by  the 
Keepers^  and  exhorted  to  alter  her  Behaviour  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Place,  which  had  at  last  so  good  an 
Ertect  upon  her,  that  she  became  more  quiet  for  the 
.ast  two  or  three  Daj's  of  her  Life,  in  which  she  pro- 
cessed herself  exceedingly  grieved  for  the  many 
« >ttences  of  her  mispent  Life,  declaring  she  heartily 
foivjave  the  Woman  who  was  an  Evidence  against 
her»  and  w^ho  she  believed  was  much  wickeder  than 
herself,  because,  as  this  Criminal  pretended,  she  had 
\aried  not  a  litde  from  the  Truth.  At  the  Place  of 
RxautioH  she  was  more  composed  than  could  have 
iieen  expected,  and  with  many  Prayers  that  her  Life 
r^.ight  prove  a  Warning  to  others,  she  yielded  up  her 
last  Breath  at  Tybunt  on  the  same  Day  with  the 
before  mentioned  Malefactors,  being  then  about 
ihirtj'-four  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Katherine  Fftzpatrick,  alias  Green, 
alias  BoswELL,  a  Notorious  Shoplifter. 

[FTER  once  the  Mercers  had  got  Burton, 
who  was  the  Evidence,  into  their  Hands, 
she  quickly  detected  Numbers  of  her  Con- 
federates, several  of  whom  were  appre- 
hended, and  chiefly  on  her  Evidence  convicted. 
Amongst  the  Rest  was   this  Katherifu  Fitzpatrick^ 
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who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  of  Parents  far  from 
being  in  low  Circumstances,  and  who  were  careful  to 
bestow  on  her  a  tolerable  Education.  In  the 
Country  she  discovered  a  little  too  much  Forward- 
ness, and  though  London  was  a  very  improper  Place 
to  hope  for  her  Amendment  in,  yet  hither  her 
Friends  sent  her,  where  she  quickly  fell  into  such 
Company  as  deprived  her  of  all  Sentiments,  either 
of  Virtue  or  Honesty.  What  Practices  she  might 
pursue  before  she  fell  into  Shoplifting,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn,  and  will  not  therefore  impose 
upon  my  Readers,  at  the  Expense  of  a  poor 
Creature  who  is  so  long  ago  gone  to  answer  for  her 
Offences,  which,  as  they  were  doubtless  many  of 
themselves,  so  they  shall  never  be  increased  by  me. 
Being  a  Woman  of  a  tolerable  Person,  notwith- 
standing her  not  having  the  best  of  Characters,  she 
got  a  Man  in  the  Mind  to  marry  her,  to  whom  she 
made  an  indifferently  good  Wife  ;  and  though  he 
was  not  altogether  clear  from  knowing  of  her  beinij 
concerned  with  Shoplifters,  yet  he  was  so  far  from 
giving  her  the  least  Encouragement  therein,  that 
they  were  on  the  Contrary  continually  quarrellin;^^ 
upon  this  Subject ;  and  whenever  from  any  Circum- 
stances he  guessed  she  had  been  a  Thieving,  he 
beat  her  severely.  Yet  all  this  was  to  no  Purpose, 
she  still  continued  to  tread  in  the  old  Path,  and 
associated  herself  with  a  large  Number  of  Women, 
who  were  at  this  Time  busy  in  stealing  Silk:> 
privately  out  of  the  Shops,  either  in  the  Absence  of 
the  Master,  or  under  the  Pretence  of  seeing  others. 
It  is  observable  not  only  oi  Katherifte  Fitzpatrick,  ol 
whom  we  are  now  speaking,  but  also  of  all  the 
Persons  who  died  for  this  Offence,  that  they  were 
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fxtremely  shy  of  making  particular  Confessions, 
cxM^  ready  enough  to  confess  in  general,  that  they 
had  been  grievous  Sinners,  and  that  the  Punishment 
Liey  were  to  undergo  was  veiy  just  from  the  Hand 
of  God^  Fitzpatrick^  as  well  as  the  former  Criminal 
Holmus^  charged  Burton  the  Evidence  with  Disin- 
^uity  in  what  she  delivered  on  her  Oath  against 
ihem,  and  j-et  Fitzpatrick  could  not  absolutely  deny 
her  having  been  guilt)'  of  a  Multitude  of  Offences  as 
*sy  Shopliftings  so  that  it  is  highly  probable  if  the 
Evidence  erred  a  litrie  in  immaterial  Circumstances, 
vet  in  the  main  she  swore  Truth. 

«      _  

The  particular  Facts  on  which  Fitzpatrick  was 
convicted,  were  stealing  privately  19  Yards  of  Green 
P^mask^  valued  at  jCg,  the  Goods  of  Joseph  Giffard 
and  yic^n  Ravenal^  on  July  the  29th,  1724. 
2,  Taking  10  Yards  of  Green  Satin  out  of  the  Shop 
«  yokn  Moon  and  Richard  Stone,  Value  ^^3,  on  the 
loth  of  February^  1 724-5.  3.  Privately  stealing,  in 
Company  with  another  Person,  50  Yards  of  Green 
Mantua^  Value  ;^io,  the  Goods  of  John  Autt,  May 
r:e  5th,  1725.  4.  For  privately  stealing  63  Yards 
zi  Modena  and  Pink  Italian  Mantua,  the  Goods  of 
T^xsAma  Fairy,  Fehruary  24,  1724-5.  These  Dates 
were  all  of  them  somewhat  more  than  a  Twelve- 
nionth  before  the  Time  of  her  Apprehension ;  and 
she  ioasted  on  it,  that  she  had  left  off  committing 
iny  such  thing  for  a  considerable  Space,  which  made 
the  Evidence  envy  her,  and  so  brought  on  the  Pro- 
secution. As  she  was  a  Woman  of  good  natural 
Parts,  and  had  not  utterly  lost  that  Education  which 
had  been  bestowed  upon  her,  she  was  not  near  so 
nuch  confused  at  the  Apprehensions  of  Death  as 
Peo|Je  in  her  Circumstances  usually  are.  She  said 
vol.  n.  G 
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she  was  glad  she  had  made  some  Reformation  in  her 
Life  before  this  great  Evil  came  upon  her,  because 
she  hoped  her  Repentance  was  the  more  sincere,  as 
it  had  not  proceeded  from  force.  Yet  she  was  ver\- 
desirous  of  Life  when  first  condemned  ;  and,  as  well 
as  Mrs.  Holmes,  pleaded  her  Belly,  in  hopes  her 
Pregnancy  might  have  prevented  her  Execution. 
But  a  Jury  o^  Matrons  found  neither  of  them  to  be 
with  quick  Child ;  yet  both  to  the  Time  of  their 
Death  averred  they  were  so,  and  seemed  exceedingly 
uneasy  that  their  Children  should  die  violent  Deaths 
within  them. 

When  the  Time  of  her  Execution  drew  very  near, 
she  called  her  Thoughts  totally  off  from  worldly 
Affairs,  and  seemed  to  apply  herself  to  the  great 
Business  which  lay  before  her  with  an  Earnestness 
and  Assiduity  seldom  to  be  seen  in  such  People. 
The  Assistances  she  had  from  her  Friends  abroad 
were  not  large,  but  she  contented  herself  with  a  very 
spare  Diet,  being  unwilling  that  anything  should  call 
her  off  from  Penitence  and  Religious  Duties.  She 
seemed 'to  have  entirely  weaned  her  Affections  from 
the  Desire  of  Life,  and  never  shewed  any  extraordi- 
nary Emotion  but  on  the  Visit  of  her  youngest  Child 
in  the  Nurse's  Arms,  at  the  first  Sight  of  which  she 
fell  into  strong  Convulsion  Fits  ;  out  of  which  she  was 
not  brought  without  great  Difficulty.  She  sometimes 
expre.sst:d  a  little  Uneasiness  at  the  Misfortunes 
whicli  had  befallen  her  after  she  had  left  off  that  Way 
of  Living;  but  upon  her  being  spoken  to  by  several 
ercnd  Persons,  who  explained  and  vindicated  the 
lorn  and  Justice  of  Providence,  she  acquiesced 
jer  its  Decrees,  and  without  murmuring  submitted 
!Cr  I'ate.     A  little  before  she  died,  she  with  the 


Mary    Robinson,  a  Shoplifter.  83 

Rest  of  the  Shoplifters  were  asked  some  Questions 
concerning  one  Mrs.  Susanna  Barker^  who  was 
suspected  of  ha\'ing  been  in  some  Degree  concerned 
with  her.  Mrs.  Fiizpa trick  and  Mrs.  Holmes  each 
of  them  declared  that  they  knew  nothing  Evil  con- 
cerning her.  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  did  indeed  say  that 
she  had  some  little  Acquaintance  with  the  Woman, 
and  knew  that  she  got  her  Living  by  selling  Coffee, 
Tea,  and  some  other  litde  things,  yet  never  was  con- 
cerned in  any  ill  Practices  in  Relation  to  them,  or 
any  Body  else  she  knew  of.  After  having  done  this 
public  Justice,  she  with  great  Meekness  yielded  up 
her  Breath  at  Tyburn^  the  6th  of  September,  1 726, 
being  then  about  thirty-eight  Years  of  Age. 


Tike  Life  of  Mary  Robinson,    a  Shoplifter. 

[HE  Indiscretions  of  Youth  are  always  pitied 
and  often  excused  even  by  those  who  suffer 
mosdy  by  them  ;  but  when  Persons  grown 
up  to  Years  of  Discretion  continue  to 
pursue  with  Eagerness  the  most  flagitious  Courses, 
and  grow  in  Wickedness  as  they  grow  in  Age,  Pity 
naturally  forsakes  us,  and  they  appear  in  so  execra- 
ble a  Light,  that  instead  of  having  Compassion  for 
their  Misfortunes,  we  congratulate  our  Country-  as 
being  rid  of  such  Monsters,  whom  nothing  could 
tame,  nor  the  Approach  even  of  Death  in  a  natural 
Way,  hinder  them  from  anticipating  it,  by  drawing 
on  a  violent  One  through  their  Crimes.  I  am  drawn 
to  this  Observation  from  the  Fate  of  the  miserable 
Woman  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking.     What  her 
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Parents  were,  or  what  her  Education,  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  since  she  was  shy  of  relating  them  herself, 
and  being  seventy  Years  old  at  the  Time  of  her 
Execution  there  was  nobody  then  living  who  could 
give  an  account  of  her.  She  was  indicted  for  steal- 
ing a  Silver  Cup  in  Company  with  Jane  Holmes, 
and  also  privately  stealing  Eighty  Yards  of 
Cherry-coloured  Mantua  Silk,  value  £^,  in 
Company  of  the  aforesaid  Jane  Holmes,  the 
Property  of  yosepk  Brown  and  Mary  Harper,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  on  which  Facts  she  was  con- 
victed, as  the  Rest  were,  on  the  Evidence  of  Burton, 
whom,  as  is  usual  in  such  Cases,  they  represented  as 
a  Woman  worse  than  themselves,  and  who  had 
drawn  many  of  them  into  the  Commission  of  that 
which  she  now  deposed  against  them.  As  to  this 
old  Woman  Mary  Robinson,  she  said  "  She  had  been 
a  Widow  fourteen  Years,  and  had  both  Children  and 
Grandchildren  living  at  the  time  of  her  Execution  \' 
she  said  "  she  had  worked  as  hard  for  her  living  as 
any  Woman  in  London ;"  yet  when  pressed  there- 
upon to  speak  the  Truth,  and  not  wrong  her 
Conscience  in  her  last  Moments,  she  did  then  declare 
she  had  been  guilty  of  thievish  Tricks,  but  persisted 
in  it  that  the  Evidence  of  Burton  had  not  been 
exactly  right  in  what  she  had  sworn  against  her.  It 
was  a  melancholy  thing  to  see  a  Woman  of  her 
Years,  and  who  really  wanted  not  Capacity,  brought 
into  those  lamentable  Circumstances,  and  going  to  a 
violent  and  ignominious  Death. 

Possibly  my  Readers  may  wonder  how  such  large 
Quantities  of  Silk  were  conveyed  away ;  I  think  it 
therefore  proper  to  inform  them,  that  Burton  said 
they  had  a  Contrivance  under  their  Petticoats,  not 
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luilike  two  large  Hdoks,  upon  which  they  laid  a  whole 
Roll  of  Silk,  and  so  conveyed  it  away  at  once,  while 
one  of  the  Confederates  amused  the  People  of  the 
Shop  in  some  Manner  or  other,  until  they  were  got 
oat  of  reach,  and  by  this  Means  they  had  for  many 
Years  together  carried  on  their  Trade  with  great 
Success,  and  as  much  Safet)%  until  the  Losses  of  the 
Tradesmen  ran  so  high  as  to  induce  them  to  take  the 
Method  before-mentioned,  which  quickly  produced  a 
Discovery,  not  only  of  the  Persons  of  the  Offenders, 
but  of  the  Places  also  where  they  had  deposited  the 
Goods,  by  which  means  a  good  Part  of  them  were 
recovered  ;  and  those  who  had  so  long  lived  by  this 
rnfamous  Practice  were  either  detected  or  destroyed  ; 
so  that  Shoplifting  has  been  thereby  kept  under  ever 
since,  or  at  least  the  Offenders  have  not  ventured  in 
so  large  a  Way  as  before.  But  to  return  to  the 
Criminal  of  whom  we  are  speaking,  she  said  she  was 
not  afraid  of  Death  at  all,  though  she  confessed  her- 
self troubled  as  to  the  Manner  in  which  she  was  to 
die,  and  reflected  severely  upon  Burton^  who  had 
given  E\ndence  against  her.  By  degrees  she  grew 
calmer,  and  on  the  Day  of  her  Execution  appeared 
more  composed  and  cheerful  than  she  had  done 
during  all  her  Troubles,  She  suffered  at  the  same 
Time  with  the  Malefactors  before-mentioned,  and  in 
her  Years  looked  as  if  she  had  been  the  Mother  of 
those  with  whom  she  died. 


and  ! 
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ajid  a   Thief,  &c. 

HIS  Woman  was  the  Daughter  of  Parents 
in  very  good  Reputation,  about  a  hundred 
Miles  off  in  the  Country.  While  they  lived 
they  took  Care  to  breed  her  to  understand 
everything  as  became  a  young  Gentlewoman  of  a 
small  Fortune,  and  she  in  her  younger  Years  was 
tractable  enough ;  but  her  Parents  dying  while  she 
was  but  a  Girl,  she  came  into  the  Hands  of  Guard- 
ians, who  were  not  altogether  so  careful  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  Before  she  was  of  Age,  she  married 
a  young  Gentleman  who  had  a  pretty  little  Fortune, 
which  he  and  she  quickly  squandered  ;  insomuch 
that  he  became  a  Prisoner  in  the  King's  Bench  for 
Debt.  Being  thus  destitute,  and  in  very  great  Want 
of  Money,  she  set  her  Wits  to  work  to  consider 
Ways  and  Means  of  cheating  People  for  her  Support, 
in  which  she  became  as  dexterous  as  any  whoever 
followed  that  infamous  Trade.  Yet  her  Husband, 
as  she  iuTself  owned,  was  a  Man  of  strict  Honour, 
and  so  much  offended  at  these  Villanies,  that  he  used 
her  with  ;,'reat  Severity  thereupon.  But  that  had  no 
Effect,  fur  she  still  continued  in  the  old  Trade, 
putting  on  the  Saint  till  People  trusted  her,  and 
"  "ling  off  the  Mask  as  soon  as  she  found  there  was 
more  to  be  got  by  keeping  it  on. 
\mon)^'st  the  Rest  of  her  Adventures  in  this  Way, 
once  took  it  into  her  Head  that  it  was  possible 
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for  her  to  set  up  a  great  Shop  entirely  upon  Credit, 
tor  except  some  good  Clothes,  she  had  nothing  else 
to  go  to  Market  with.     Accordingly  she  first  took  a 
Shop,    not   far  from   Somerset   House^   and   having 
caused  some  Bales  of  Brickbats  to  be  made  up,  sent 
them  thither  in  a  Cart  with  one  of  her  Confederates. 
These  were  safely  deposited  in  that  which  was  to 
pass  for  the  Warehouse.     A  Carpenter  was  sent  for, 
who  was  employed  in  making  Shelves,  Drawers,  and 
other    Utensils   for  a  Haberdashers  Shop.      Then 
gmng  to  the  Wholesale  People  in  that  Way,  she 
found  Means  to  draw  them  in  to  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred Pounds'  worth  of  Goods,  which  were  sent  to  the 
House  she  had  taken ;  all  of  which  the  Saturday 
Night  following  she  caused  to  be  carried  over  into 
the  Mint,  a  Practice  very  common  while  the  infamous 
Shelterers  there  preserve  their  pretended  Privileges. 
Mrs.  Martin  having  got  some  Acquaintance  in  a 
tolerable  Family,  and  having  a  very  fair  Tongue,  she 
quickly  wheedled  them  into  a  Belief  of  her  being  able 
to  do  gr^t  Matters  by  her  Interest  with  some  Person 
of  Distinction,  whose  Name  she  made  use  of  on  this 
Occasion,  and  thereby  got  several  Presents  and  small 
Sums  of  Money,  and  if  she  herself  were  to  be  be- 
lieved, among  the  rest  a  Silver  Cup.     Whether  her 
failing  in  her  Promises  really  provoked  the  People 
to  swearing  a  Theft  upon  her,  or  whether,  which  is 
more  probable,  she  took  an  Opportunity  of  convey- 
ing it  privately  away,  certain  it  is  that  for  this  she 
was  prosecuted,  and  the  Fact  appearing  clear  enough 
to   the   yury,   she   was   thereupon    convicted    and 
ordered  for  Transportation,      This  afflicted  her  at 
least  as  much  as  if  she  had  been  condemned  to  in- 
stant Death  ;  and  she  therefore  applied  herself  con- 
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tinually  to  thinking  which  way  it  might  be  eluded, 
and  she  escape.  Soon  after  her  going  abroad,  she 
effected  what  she  so  earnestly  desired,  and  unhappily 
for  her  returned  again  into  England, 

The  numerous  Frauds  she  had  committed  had  so 
exasperated  many  People  against  her,  that  as  soon 
as  it  was  rumoured  she  was  come  back  again,  they 
never  left  searching  for  her  until  they  found  her  out, 
and  got  her  committed  to  Newgate.     On  the  Record 
of  her  Conviction  being  produced  at  the  next  Ses- 
sions, and  the  Prosecutor  swearing  positively  that  she 
was  the  same  Person,  the  Jury,  after  a  short  Con- 
sultation, brought  her  in  Guilty,  and  she  received 
Sentence  of  Death,  from  which,  as  she  had  no  friends, 
she  could  not  hope  to  escape.      When  she  found 
Death  was  inevitable,  she  fell  into  excessive  Agonies, 
and  well  nigh  into  despair.     The  Reflection  on  the 
many  People  she  had  injured  gave   her  so  much 
Grief  and  anxiety  of  Mind,  that  she  could  scarce  be 
persuaded  to  get  down  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Food 
to  preserve  her  Life  until  the  Time  of  her  Execu- 
tion.    But  the  Minister  at  Newgate  having  demon- 
strated to  her  the  Wickedness  and  Folly  of  such  a 
Course,  she  by  Degrees  came  to  have  a  better  Sense 
of  things ;  her  Mind  grew  calmer,  and  though  her 
Repentance  was  accompanied  with  Sighs  and  Tears, 
she  did  not  burst  out  into  those  lamentable  Outcries 
by  which  she  before  disturbed  both  herself  and  those 
poor  Creatures  who  were  under  Sentence  with  her. 
In  this  Disposition  of  Mind  she  continued  until  the 
Day  of  her  Death,  which  was  on  the  1 2th  of  Sep- 
tember^ 1 726,  between  twenty-seven  and  eight  Years 
of  Age,  in  the  Company  of  the  before  mentioned 
Malefactors,    Cartwright,    Blacket,    Holnies,    Filz- 
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MricJk^  Ro6i$i50H,  and  IVtlliam  Allison,  a  poor 
CountT)-  Lad  of  about  twenty-five,  apparently  of  an 
^asy  gentle  Temper,  who  had  been  induced  into  the 
Fact  pardy  through  Coveiousness  and  pardy  through 
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[MOXGST  the  Number  of  those  unfortunate 
Persons  whose  Memory  we  have  preserved 
to  the  World,  in  order  that  their  Punish- 
ments may  become  lasting  Warnings  unto 
all  who  are  in  any  Danger  of  following  their  Foot- 
steps,  none  is  more  capable  of  affording  useful  Re- 
tlecdons  than  the  Incidents  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Life  of  this  Robber.      He    was   the   Son  of  a 
Snyeanfs  Wife   in   the   Regintent  of  the    Earl   of 
Darby  ;  but  who  his  Father  was,  it  would  be  hard  to 
say.     His  Mother  having  had  a  long  Intrigue  with 
one  Captain  Benson,  and  the  Serjeant  dying  soon 
after  this  Child  was  bom,  she  thought  fit  to  give  him 
the  Captain  s  Name,  declaring  publicly  enough  that 
if  it  was  in  her  Power  to  distinguish,  the  Captain 
must  be  his  Father.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  Woman 
acted  cunningly  at  least ;  for  'Benson,  who  had  never 
had  a  Child,  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  Boy's 
Ingenuit>%  that  he  sent  him  to  a  Grammar  School  in 
y.^rkshire,  where  he  caused  him  to  be  educated  as 
well  as  if  he  had  been  his  legitimate  Son.     Nothing 
coald  be  more  dutiful  than    Tim  was  while  a  Child. 
The  Captain  was  continually  vexed  with  long  Letters 
from  the  Gentlewoman  where  he  was  boarded,  of 
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Master  s  fine    Person,   great    Parts   and  wonderful 
Improvements,  which  Benson,  being  a  Man  of  Sense, 
took  to  be  such  gross  Flattery  that  he  came  down  to 
Bellerbyy  the  Village  where  the  Child  was,  on  Pur- 
pose to  take  it  away ;  but  Mr.  Tim,  upon  his  Arrival, 
appeared  such  a  Prodigy  both  in  Beauty  and  Under- 
standing,   that    the    old    Gentleman   was   perfectly 
ravished  with  him,  and  whatever  he  might  believe 
before,  Vanity  now  made  him  to  think  the  Youth  his 
Son.     For  which   Reason  he  doubled  his  Care  in 
providing  for  him,  and  when  he  had  made  a  sufficient 
Progress  at  the  Grammar  Schooly  he  caused  him  to 
be  sent  over  to  Leyden,  an    University  of  which  he 
had  a  great  Opinion.      Timothy  lost  not  any  of  his 
Reputation  by  this  Change  of  Climate,  but  returned 
in  three  Years'  Time  from  Holland,  as  accomplished 
a  young  Fellow  as  had  been  bred  there  for  a  long 
Time.     He  had  but  just  made  his  Compliments  to 
his  supposed   Father,  and  received  Thirty  Guineas 
from  him  as  a  Welcome  to  England,  before  the  old 
Gentleman  fell  ill  of  a  Pleurify,  which,  in  four  Days* 
Time  deprived  him  of  his  Life  ;  and  as  he  had  no 
Will,  his  Estate  of  ;^300  a  Year,  and  about  ;^700  in 
Money,  which  he  had  lent  out  on  Securities,  de- 
scended to  his  Sister  s  Son,  as  errant  a  Booby  as  ever 
breathed,  and  deprived  Tim  both  of  his  present  Sub- 
sistence and  future  Hopes. 

In  this  distressed  Condition,  he  took  Lodgings  in 
a  little  Court  at  the  farther  End  of  Westminster.  He 
had  a  great  Number  of  good  Clothes,  and  as  he  then 
addicted  himself  to  nothing  so  much  as  Reading,  he 
lived  so  frugally  as  to  make  a  very  tolerable  Appear- 
ance, and  to  pay  everybody  jusdy  for  about  half  a 
Year,  which  so  well  established  his  Credit  in  the 
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Xdghbourhood,  that  he  was  invited  to  the  Houses 
f  die  best  Families  thereabouts,  and  might, 
^-^idoubtedly,  if  he  had  had  his  Wits  about  him,  have 
Turned  some  young  Gendewoman  thereabouts  of 
:.-lerable  Fortune  But  he  happening  to  lodge  over 
2^nst  a  great  Mantua  Makers^  took  Notice  of  a 
y.>ung  Girl  who  was  an  Apprentice,  and  happened 
:o  be  the  Daughter  of  a  ChandUr  at  Hammersmith. 
The  Wench,  whose  Name  was  yenny,  was  really 
handsome  and  agreeable,  but  as  Things  were  cir- 
rjmstanced  with  him,  nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous  than  that  Passion  which  he  suffered  himself 
to  entertain  for  her.  'Tis  very  probable  that  he 
:ni^ht  have  had  some  transient  Amours  before  this ; 
but  jtcnny  was  certainly  the  Mistress  to  whom  he 
made  his  first  Addresses,  and  the  real  Passion  of  his 
Heart.  The  Girl  was  quickly  tempted  by  the  Person 
and  Appearance  of  her  Lover,  and  without  enquiring 
t-.o  narrowly  into  his  Circumstances,  would  certainly 
have  jnelded  to  his  Passion  if  Marriage  had  been  the 
Thing  at  which  he  aimed  ;  but  this  was  an  Obstacle 
hand  to  be  got  over.  Tim  looked  upon  himself  to  be 
irretrievably  undone  from  the  Hour  he  entered  into 
uiat  State  At  last  he  conquered  that  \'irtue  which 
his  Mistress  had  hitherto  preserved,  and  after  they 
had  fooled  away  a  Month  or  two  together,  at  the 
Expense  of  all  he  had,  Tim  found  himself  at  last 
obliged  to  confess  the  Truth  of  his  Circumstances, 
and  by  that  Confession  brought  a  Flood  of  Grief 
upon  his  Fair  One,  who  had  hitherto  been  unaccus- 
tomed to  Misfortune  When  they  first  came 
together,  it  was  agreed  between  them  to  quit  that 
Part  of  the  Town  where  they  were  both  known,  and 
they  afterwards  lodged  in  a  very  pretty  litde  House 
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on  the  Edge  of  Red  Lyon  Fields.  On  the  Morning 
Tim  made  this  Discovery,  his  Cask  was  reduced  to  a 
single  Crown  ;  'tis  true  he  had  Abundance  of  Things 
of  Value,  but  when  once  they  began  to  go  he  was 
conscious  that  Starvation  would  quickly  be  their  Lot, 
and  what  added  more  to  his  Misfortune  was,  that  his 
Mistress,  amidst  all  her  Sighs  and  Afflictions, 
declared  she  would  rather  continue  with  him,  than  go 
home  to  her  Relations,  though  from  the  Indulgence 
of  a  Mother  she  did  not  doubt  meeting  with  a  good 
Reception.  However,  they  came  to  this  Resolution, 
that  yenny  should  go  and  raise  Five  Guineas  upon  a 
Diamofid  Ring  of  his  ;  and  while  she  was  gone  on 
this  Errand,  poor  Bemon  sat  leaning  with  his  Head 
upon  his  Arm  in  a  Window  that  looked  towards  the 
Fields.  Casting  up  his  Eyes  by  Chance,  he  saw  a 
Gentleman  walking  up  and  down,  as  if  for  his  Diver- 
sion, whereupon  a  Thought  immediately  struck  him 
that  it  would  be  an  easy  Matter  to  rob  him,  and  by 
his  Appearance  it  was  not  unlikely  but  that  he  might 
prove  prove  a  good  Prize.  Without  Reflecting  he 
resolved  upon  the  Thing,  and  putting  on  an  old 
Great  Coat  which  he  had  in  his  Closet  over  his 
Nightgown,  and  with  a  Case  bf  Pistols  in  his  Breast, 
he  slipped  out  at  the  Garden  Gate  without  being 
perceived,  and  was  up  with  him  in  an  Instant,  when 
taking  the  Button  of  his  Hat  in  his  Teeth,  he 
mumbled  out,  Deliver  or  you  re  a  dead  Man.  The 
Gentleman,  in  great  Confusion,  gave  him  a  Green 
Purse  of  Gold,  and  was  going  to  pull  his  Ring  oft" 
from  his  Finger,  and  his  Watch  out  of  his  Pocket. 
Tim  stopped  him,  and  said  he  had  enough,  only  com- 
manded him  to  turn  his  Back  towards  him,  and  not 
to  alter  his  Position  for  fifteen  Minutes  by  his  own 
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Watch,  which  the  Gentleman  religiously  observed, 
and  TifH  made  all  the  Haste  he  could  through  the 
J^jrdcm  into  his  own  Chamber,  where  having  hid  the 
Cloak  at  the  Back  of  the  Bed,  he  began  to  examine 
the  Value  of  the  Plunder,  and  found  that  the  Purse 
contained  Sei^enly  Guituas  and  two  Diamond  Rings^ 
one  a  single  Stone,  and  a  verj-  fine  one,  the  other 
consisting  of  seven,  but  small  and  of  no  great  Value, 
These  he  went  down  and  buried  in  the  Garden, 
ia\-ing  first  burnt  the  Purse  in  the  Fire.  The  Hurry 
•:f  the  Fact  being  over,  he  sat  down  once  again  in  his 
own  Room,  and  had  Leisure  to  reflect  a  litde  on 
\^hat  he  had  done,  which  threw  him  into  such  an 
Agony  that  he  was  scarce  able  to  sit  upon  the  Chair. 
Shame  at  the  villany  he  had  committed,  the  Fear  of 
being  apprehended,  and  the  apprehensions  of  Tyburn^ 
cave  so  many  Wounds  to  his  Imagination,  that  he 
thought  his  former  Uneasiness  a  State  of  Quiet  to 
the  Pangs  which  he  now  felt,  which  were  much  more 
bitter,  as  well  as  of  a  very  different  Nature  from  any- 
thing he  had  known  before. 

In  the  midst  of  these  Terrors,  he  heard  the  Voices 
of  a  great  Deal  of  Company  in  his  Landlady  s  Par- 
lour. The  Hopes  of  being  a  little  easy  where  he 
had  not  so  much  Opportunity  of  affrighdng  himself 
with  his  own  Thoughts,  occasioned  his  going  down 
Stairs,  and  without  well  knowing  what  he  did,  he 
knocked  at  the  Parlour  Door,  which  when  opened, 
the  first  Thing  that  struck  his  Eye  was  the  Gende- 
man  whom  he  had  robbed,  drinking  a  Glass  of 
Water.  This  gave  him  such  a  Shock,  that  he  had 
much  ado  to  collect  Spirits  enough  to  tell  the  Gende- 
woman  of  the  House  that  he  perceived  she  had  Com- 
pany, and  therefore  would  not  intrude ;  but  she  lay- 
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ing  her  Hand  upon  his  Arm,  said,  "Pray,  Mr 
Benson,  walk  in,  here's  Nobody  but  a  Gentleman  wh« 
has  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  robbed  in  the  Ficl*^ 
the  Fright  of  which  has  put  him  into  such  a  Disorder 
that  he  desired  to  step  in  here  that  he  might  haw 
Leisure  to  come  a  little  to  himself.  Tim  saw  it  wa; 
impossible  for  him  to  retreat,  and  so  putting  on  tht 
best  Face  he  was  able,  he  came  in  and  sat  down 
His  Landlady  began  then  to  enquire  the  Circum 
stances  of  the  Robbery.  Why,  Madam,  replied  he 
I  was  walking  there,  as  I  generally  do  of  a  fine 
Afternoon,  in  order  to  get  a  ntde  fresh  Air,  when  a 
Man  came  up  all  of  a  sudden  to  me,  close  muffled  up 
in  a  Green  or  Blue  Great  Coat,  in  Truth  I  cannot  say 
which  ;  he  clapped  a  Pistol  to  my  Breast,  and  I  gave 
him  my  Purse,  and  my  Niece's  two  Rings,  one  of 
which  cost  me  fourscore  Guineas  but  three  Weeks 
ago,  and  as  I  was  afraid  he  would  murder  me,  I  wa^ 
going  to  give  him  this  off  my  Finger,  and  my  Watch 
out  of  my  Pocket ;  but  the  Fellow  said  he  had 
enough  ;  and  his  leaving  these  surprised  me  almost 
as  much  as  taking  the  resL  But  what  Sort  of  a  Man 
was  he,  said  she  ?  Why,  I  think  he  was  about  that 
Gentleman's  Height,  added  he ;  but  I  am  so  short- 
sighted that  I  question  whether  I  should  ha\e 
known  his  Face  had  it  not  been  covered  with  his 
Hat ;  besides,  I  am  so  much  taken  with  the  Rogue's 
Generosity,  that  I  would  not  prosecute  him  if  I  had 
him  in  the  Room.  This  set  Tim's  Heart  so  much 
at  Rest,  that  he  began  to  come  to  himself  a  little  ; 
and  asked  the  strange  Gentleman  if  he  would  not  be 
good  as  to  drink  a  Glass  of  Wine.  A  BotUe  was 
It  for,  and  during  the  Time  they  were  drinking  it, 
y  came  in,  and  it  being  quite  dark  before  they 


Timothy    Benson,  a  Higlnoayman.        95 

r^d  finished  it,  a  Coach  was  called,  and  Mn  Benson 
cfered  to  see  the  Gendeman  home,  in  order  to  which 
be  was  going  upstairs  to  put  on  his  Clothes ;  but  this 
r:e  stranger  would  not  permit,  begging  him  to  go  as 
:.e  ^-as,  upon  which  yenny  said,  then,  my  Dear,  I'll 
r'rtch  vour  Gnat  Coat.  He  had  much  ado  to  desire 
lie  Gendeman  to  walk  to  the  Coach,  and  he'd  go  as 
:e  was,  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  after  drinking 
i  Glass  of  Citron  IVater  with  the  Lady  whose -^///^ 
It  had  stolen,  he  came  home  again  as  fast  as  the 
v.\>ach  could  carry  him.  yenny  was  very  melancholy 
1:  his  Return,  and  giv'ing  him  Three  Guineas^  told 
r.i-n  it  was  all  the  Pawnbroker  would  lend,  and  she 
z^  much  ado  to  get  that,  as  she  vras  not  known. 
T:m  bid  her  be  of  good  Cheer,  and  said  he  hoped 
Thii^  would  mend,  and  so  they  went  to  Bed.  Two 
cr  three  Daj-s  after,  he  took  an  Opportunity  of  going 
:ct  prett)'  early,  and  returning  about  Dinner  Time, 
tcid  her  with  much  seeming  Joy,  that  he  had  met 
Tim  a  Gendeman  whom  he  had  been  acquainted 
^th  at  Leyden^  and  who  hearing  of  his  Fathers 
I^th.  had  begged  him  to  accept  of  Twenty  Guineas^ 
3l>  a  Marie  of  his  Esteem,  yenny  was  in  Raptures  at 
ieir  good  Fortune,  and  went  that  Afternoon  and 
trtched  the  Ring  home,  returning,  poor  Creature, 
*^.ih  as  much  Satisfaction  as  if  she  had  received  ever 
>:^  much  Money ;  for  the  Hopes  of  living  quietly 
»ith  the  Man  she  loved  a  Month  or  two  dispelled  all 
the  Apprehensions  of  Poverty  which  she  was  before 
-nder. 

Tim  considering  that  this  Supply  would  not  last 
always,  resolved  with  himself  never  to  run  such  a 
Hazard  again.  He  began  to  beat  his  Brains  about 
ie  best  Method  to  be  taken  of  getting  Money  in  an 
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honest  way.     As  he  had  been  bred  to  no  ProfessioTX 
notwithstanding  the  excellent  Education  he  had  had 
never  was  Man  more  at  his   Wits'  end.     After   i 
Thousand  several  Schemes  had  offered  themselvei 
to  his  Mind  and  were  rejected,  it  came  at  last  int< 
his  Head  that  as  he  was  tolerably  versed  in  Physu:^ 
it  might  not  be  impossible  for  him  to  get  his  Bread 
by  that ;  but  then,  how  to  get  into  Practice?  ther* 
was  the  Difficulty.     A  little  Recollection  helped  hirri 
here.       He  had  seen  a  Quack  Doctor  exhibit  hi^ 
Medicines  with  a  Panegyric  on  their  good  Qualities 
on  a  Stage,   in  his  Journey  to  London;  he  resolved^ 
scandalous  as  the  Profession  was,  to  venture  upon  it, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  he  had  done  before.     This 
Scheme  doubtless  cost  him  some  Trouble  before  he 
had  any   Hopes  of  putting  it  into  Execution  ;  but 
having  at  last  settled  it  as  well  as  he  could,  he  deter- 
mined with  himself  to  go  down  into  some  distant 
County  and  undertake  it      In   order   to   have   his 
Thoughts  at  greater  Liberty  to  resolve  about  it,  he 
took  a  Walk  into  the  Fields ;  and  being  very  dry 
after  his  Perambulation,  he  stepped  into  a  little  Ale- 
house, and  called  for  a  Mug  of  Drink  ;  while  he  sat 
there  he  heard  two  Men  discoursing  upon  the  vast 
Sums  of  Money  that  was  got  by  one  Smith,  a  Prac 
titioner  in  the  very  Art  in  which  he  was  going  to  set 
up,  and  he  found  by  them  that  the  chief  Scene  of 
Smith's  Adventures  had  lain  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
thereabouts  ;  so  without  more  ado,  as  all  Places  were 
alike  to  him,  he  settled  his  intentions  to  go  down  to 
the  same  Place,  where  he  understood  by  the  Man 
that  this  quondam  Doctor  had  done  some  great  Cures, 
and  got  a  tolerable  Reputation.      When  he  came 
home,  he  could  not  avoid  appearing  very  thoughtful, 
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I '»:  y.TXjrr.  tVarful  i>f  some  new  l)i<uster.  wouM  not 

I  :  rm  rest  till  he  had  acquaintixl  her  fully  with  his 

1  •  m\ji  :  which  he  would  not  consent  to  ilo,  till  she 

I  ~  r-rzsed  to  comply  with  a  l^roposal  he  was  to  make. 

r    after  he  had  revealed  the  Secret  she  was  st> 

^T»>us  to  know.     When  he  had  told  her  his  Pn>it'^t, 

'  t  next  demanded  what  the  Condition  was  to  which 

-  '»:r  hosl  bound  herself  to  Nield.     />e7/>w/  replit*vK  it 

.::s  xo  remain  at  some  Place  thirty  or  forty  Miles 

-cant  from  where  he  intended  to  <j:o.  that  she  mi^ht 

'«  c  h-e  exposed  to  any  Inconveniences  from  that  iin- 

\i:  ov  Fi^Ture  he  saw  himself  obliV^il  to  make.      It 

vi>  with  jJTeat  Reluctance  that  she  ratified  the  Cv>n- 

<-r.z  she  had  <nven  :  but  at  lenij^th  after  much  Persua- 

•  n.  she  a^T^ain  acknowleil^^^e^l  he  was  in  the  Ri^^ht. 

j:»I  promtset.1  to  do  as  he  would  have  her.     ThiniL;^; 

riruz  thus  adiusted.  nothing:  remained  for  him  to  ^.lo 

KZ  to  onet  ready  for  his  jouniev*  and  that  his  Mate 

-T^i^t  be  the  less  timorous  of  the  Event,  he  ti>kl  her 

'r:  had  procured  another  Supply  of /w///vy/:v(//////«\f>\ 

His  Clthut'SaiT  vr3s  soon  storeii  with  such  Metlicines 

is  he  thouorht  proper  and  havings  |x\cketl  up  a  few 

-acdcal  Books  he  thou*^ht  he  mii^ht  have  ixxxtsion 

•r.  he  took  a  Place  for  himself  and  yrnnw  who  {>asset.l 

•r  his  Wife,  in  the  Stage  Coach  for  I/uniinj^Jjn  : 

It    a    Nitlage  near  which,  {uying  the  People  for  a 

Months  Eioarvi.  he  left  his  Consort      Having*  hired 

ri«^rses    to    Bosioa,   he  tov^^k  a  youii^    Fellow   fn>m 

:'i*AmtiM;^iiL>n  with  him  thither.     As  lunscn  \\\xsX  a  very 

-mooth  Tongue,  so  he  set  off  the  wondertul  Properties 

•f  his  Drugs  in  so  artful  a  Manner,  that  in  the  Sjxice 

'f  a  Fortnight  he  had  cleared  £10  bt^sldes  his  Kx- 

i^nsesw     As  he  had  left  yenny  Five  Guineas  in  her 

Ptxket  he  wrote  to  her  to  pay  the  Pei>ple  another 
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Month's  Board,  and  assured  her  that  he  would  returrr 
within  that  Space.  Having  accordingly  visited  SUt- 
ford,  and  some  other  great  Towns  thereabouts,  he  In 
seven  Weeks'  Time  set  out  for  his  Return  m\\> 
Huntingdonshire  with  Fifty  Guineas,  all  clear  GaJn^ 
in  his  Pocket  This  good  Luck  encouraged  him  to 
run  through  the  greatest  Part  of  the  North  of  Englamt 
in  the  same  Manner,  and  within  the  Compass  of  three 
Years,  he  cleared  upwards  of  £^00,  at  the  Time  of 
his  making  which  Calculation,  he  was  set  down  at 
Bristol,  in  order  to  exercise  his  Talent  in  that  great 
City.  But  an  unexpected  Accident  broke  all  his 
Measures.  Just  as  his  Stage  was  set  up,  and  he 
mounted,  and  opening  his  Harangue,  which  was 
now  become  familiar  to  him,  a  Constable  stepped 
upon  the  Stage,  and  told  him  that  a  Gentleman  had 
sworn  a  Robbery  directly  upon  him,  and  he  must  go 
immediately  before  the  Mayor.  This  put  him  into  a 
lamentable  Confusion.  He  knew  himself  innocent. 
but  the  Character  of  a  Mountebank  was  sufficient  to 
make  the  Thing  believed  at  first,  and  therefore  he 
cf>iil'l  not  be  blamed  for  his  Apprehensions,  especially 
considering  he  took  it  as  a  just  Return  for  that  Rob- 
hay  which  he  had  committed  in  Town,  and  for  which 
he  made  no  Satisfaction  when  it  was  so  fully  in  his 

P<>«*T, 

Ujion  his  and  his  Prosecutor's  appearing  before  the 
Mayor,  and  swearing  Hatly  to  his  Face,  and  to  his 
rolil'ing  him  of  Seven  Guineas,  a  Silver  Watch,  and  a 
Sun  1)  Box,  Tim  had  his  Mittimus  imAcior  Nezugate ; 
but  iijjon  his  desiring  the  Mayor  that  his  Effects 
miglit  be  searched,  but  not  plundered,  he  had  Leave 
giveti  him  to  return  with  the  Officer  and  see  them 
lookud  over  at  the  Inn.     As  many  of  them  were 
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\  oluable  of  themselves,  as  the  DruQs  were  of  the  best 
NHts,  and  as  he  had  several  Letters  from  Persons  of 
^ood  Character,  in  the  several  Counties  through 
which  he  had  fxassed,  and  Bani  A\y/es  and  Bi7/s  to 
die  Value  of  jf  400,  they  thought  fit  to  report  all  this 
to  the  Mayor ^  before  they  did  any  Thing.  The  Mayor 
Lnereupon  resolved  to  act  very  cautiously,  and  having 
nrst  looked  over  ever)thing  himself,  he  then  ordered 
the  Effects  to  be  delivered  up  to  Mr.  Benson  himself, 
»ho  however  was  obliged  to  undergo  a  Confinement 
'4  eight  Weeks,  till  the  Assizes,  at  which  the  Prose- 
cutor not  appearing,  and  Mr.  Benson,  by  the  pennis- 
sion  of  the  Court,  examining  two  Gentlemen  of 
undoubted  Credit,  who  proved  his  being  at  the  Time 
when  the  Robbery  was  sworn  in  another  Place,  he 
was  acquitted,  and  a  Copy  of  his  Indictment  ordered 
him.  It  seems  a  Person  under  Condemnation  at 
Hertford  acknowledged  the  Fact  for  which  Tim  had 
had  been  committed,  and  produced  botli  the  Snnff 
Air  and  //rf/r^,  which  though  the  Gentleman  who 
i*^t  them  got  again,  yet  it  proved  an  Affair  of  very 
i  1  Consequence  to  him  ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  give 

Benson  One:  Hnndred  Guineas  to  obtain  a  oreneral 

«^ 

Release,  and  Tim  fearing  the  Noise  of  the  Thing  had 
undone  his  Reputation,  resolved  to  go  over  to  Ameriea 
and  setde  there. 

A  Gendeman  at  Bristol  who  traded  largely  to  tlie 
Plantations,  offered  him  his  Assistance  in  the  Affair, 
and  Matters  being  quickly  adjusted  between  them, 
Tim,  to  show  himself  grateful,  and  a  Man  of  Honour, 
^*as  married  privately  to  Jenny,  who  he  resolved 
should  be  the  Companion  of  his  Future  r\>rtunes.  as 
she  had  hitherto  been  the  constant  Solace  of  all  his 
Sorrows  ;  but  before  they  set  out,  he  thought  it  proper 
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to  make  a  Journey  to  London,  as  well  to  provide  some 
necessary  Articles  in  the  Profession  he  intended  to 
follow,  as  to  make  an  End  of  a  little  Affair,  which  we 
have  before  related,  and  which  lay  very  hard  upon 
his  Conscience.  To  Town  then  came  Jenny  and  he. 
and  took  a  Lodging^  near  Tower  Street^  where  in 
about  a  Fortnight's  Time  Mr.  Benson  had  put  everj- 
Thing  in  order  for  his  Voyage.  The  Day  before  he 
set  out  on  his  Return  for  Bristol,  he  wrote  the  follow- 
ing Letter  to  the  old  Gentleman  he  had  robbed,  and 
whom  as  he  had  informed  himself,  was  still  living  at 
the  same  Place. 

Sir, 

Uftder  the  Pressure  of  severe  Necessity,  my  Misfor- 
tunes tempted  me  to  commit  so  great  a  Piece  of  Villa ny 
as  the  Robbing  you  in  Red-Lion  Fields.  You  may 
rancfnber.  Sir,  tliat  I  took  from  you  a  Green  Purse, 
/;/  which  was  seventy  Guineas,  and  two  Diamond 
Rings,  tlu  one  of  a  large,  a?id  tlie  ot/ier  of  a  less  Value. 
The  First  cotnes  to  you  efulosed  in  thisy  the  latter,  tlu 
the  same  Necessity  which  urged  me  so  far  as  to  take 
them^  obliged  me  some  Months  after  to  dispose  of  them , 
which  I  did  for  Fourteen  pounds.  As  a  Satisfaction 
for  the  Injury  I  did  you,  be  so  good.  Sir,  as  to  aecept 
of  the  inclosed  Note  of  One  Hundred  Pounds,  which 
I  hope  will  amount  to  the  whole  value  of  those  Things 
I  took  from  you,  atid  may,  I  flatter  myself,  procure 
your  Pardon,  the  only  Thing  wanting  to  make  hint 
easy,  who  is. 

Sir, 
Vour  most  Obedient  Hiimble  Servant. 
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This  he  took  Care  to  convey  by  a  Ticket  Porter  of 
whose  Fidelity'  he  was  well  assured,  and  having  dis- 
patched this  Affair,  he  let  slip  nothing  to  make  his 
intended  Voyage  successful.  His  Skill  in  his  Pro- 
fession was  such,  that  he  soon  had  as  much  Business 
in  the  Plantation  where  he  setded,  as  he  knew  what 
to  do  with,  and  in  seven  or  eight  Years'  Practice 
acquired  such  an  Estate  as  was  sufficient  to  furnish 
him  with  all  the  Necessaries  of  Life,  upon  which  he 
lived  when  he  gave  this  Account  to  the  Gendeman 
who  communicated  it  to  me.  And  as  it  is  an 
Instance  of  a  Return  of  Virtue  not  often  to  be  met 
with,  I  thought  it  might  be  as  useful  as  any  other 
Relation  which  hitherto  has  had  a  Place  in  this 
Collution^ 


Tht  Life  of  Joseph  Shrewsbury,  alias  Smith, 

a  Robber^  &c, 

jHIS  unhappy  Criminal  of  whom  we  are  now 
to  speak,  was  the  Son  of  Parents  in  so  mean 
Circumstances,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
give  him  any  Education  at  all,  yet  they 
were  careful  in  carrying  him  to  Church  with  them, 
and  instructing  him  as  far  as  they  were  able  in  the 
PrincipUs  of  the  Christian  Faith^  and  did  everything 
their  narrow  Capacity  would  give  them  Leave,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  get  his  Bread  in  some  honest 
Employment ;  and  then  they  put  him  out  Apprentice 
to  a  Tanner  in  the  Neighbourhood,  a  verj*  honest 
considerate  Man,  who  treated  him  with  all  the 
Indulgence   and    Kindness   he   could   have   wished 
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throughout  the  Time  of  his  Apprenticeship ;  but  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  the  Company  of  a 
Set  of  giddy  young  People  who  were  totally  addicted 
to  Merrymiaking  and  Dancings  which  when  he  had 
once  got  into  the  Road  of,  he  so  neglected  his 
Business,  that  his  Master,  after  Abundance  of 
Reproofs,  was  obliged  to  part  with  him.  He  had 
not  at  that  Time  any  Designs  of  doing  anything  like 
the  Fact  for  which  he  afterwards  suffered ;  but  con- 
tinuing still  to  frequent  his  Dancing  Mates  Company, 
they  promised  to  put  him  into  a  Road  to  supply  him 
with  Money  enough  to  live  without  working,  pro- 
vided he  had  Courage  to  do  as  they  would  have  him  ; 
and  he,  without  considering  what  he  did,  went  out 
one  Evening  with  David  Anderson,  Country  WilL 
and  Jenny  Atistin,  and  with  them  stripped  one 
Thomas  Collier,  and  robbed  him  of  his  Coat  and 
Waistcoat,  Hat,  a  Pair  of  Silver  Buckles,  and  other 
Things,  with  a  Half  Guinea  in  Gold,  and  Twenty- 
five  Shillings  in  Silver.  For  this  Offence  he  was 
quickly  after  apprehended,  and  sent  to  Newgate. 
where,  upon  a  plain  Proof  of  the  Fact,  he  was  con- 
victed, and  ordered  for  Execution, 

When  this  poor  Man  was  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  he  sufficiently  repented  those  idle  Hours  he 
had  consumed  in  Dancing,  and  in  the  other  Merri- 
ments into  which  he  had  been  led  by  his  Companions. 
He  was  now  sensible  how  easily  he  might  have  lived 
if  he  had  taken  the  Advice  of  his  kind  Master,  who 
with  so  much  Pains  endeavoured  not  only  to  instruct 
him  in  his  Profession,  but  also  to  reclaim  him  from 
those  Follies  in  which  he  saw  him  engaged.  The 
Thoughts  of  Death  threw  him  into  violent  Agonies, 
from  whence  his  natural  Sense,  of  which   he  had  a 
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,:Teat  deal,  at  last  in  some  Measure  recovered  him; 
and  when  upon  the  coming  down  of  the  Death- 
Warrant  he  saw  there  were  no  Hopes  left  for  him 
in  this  Life,  he  applied  himself  with  great  Ardour  to 
secure  Happiness  in  the  next  He  declared,  that 
ihe  fact  for  which  he  died  was  the  first  he  ever  com- 
mitted,  and  that  the  Depositions  against  him  were 
not  exacdy  conformable  to  Truth,  A  Day  or  two 
before  his  Death,  he  appeared  to  be  very  calm  and 
cheerfuL  and  submitted  with  a  perfect  Resignation 
to  the  Lot  which  had  befallen  him.  At  the  Place  of 
Execution  he  exhorted  the  People  not  to  let  their 
Curiosity*  be  satisfied  only  in  the  Sight  of  his 
wretched  Death,  but  he  warned  them  also  from  the 
Commission  of  such  Crimes,  as  might  bring  them  to 
a  like  Fate.  He  suffered  on  the  3rd  of  November, 
1 726.  at  Tyburn^  being  then  about  twentj^-two  Years 
of  Age. 


Th€  Life  of  Anthony  Drury,  an  Highwayman. 

[HIS  unfortunate  Man,  whose  Fate  made  a 
great  Noise  in  the  Town  at  the  time,  was 
bom  of  Parents  neither  mean  in  Family 
nor  Fortune  in  the  County  of  Norfolk^ 
where  he  rec^ved  his  Education,  on  which  no  Htde 
Pains  and  Expense  were  bestowed.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular Circumstances  of  his  Life  in  his  most  early 
Years>  as  no  exact  Account  have  come  to  my  Hands, 
so  I  do  not  think  mjTself  obliged  to  frame  any  Ad- 
ventures for  the  Entertainment  of  my  Readers,  a 
Practice  though  very  common,  yet  1  think  unjustifi- 
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able  ill  itself.  All  that  I  can  say  is,  that  it  appears  he 
had  lived  at  Oxford  and  Bicester  .before  he  came  ic^ 
Wcndover,  at  which  Place  he  had  a  House  anil 
Family  at  the  Time  of  his  Death.  He  was  not  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  bred  up  to  any  particular 
Profession,  his  Parents  leavincj  him  in  Circumstances 
cai)able  of  supporting  himself.  However,  whether 
he  arrived  at  it  under  some  Misfortunes,  or  had 
it  discovered  to  him  before,  certain  it  is,  that  he 
gained  some  Knowledge  in  the  Art  of  curing  Smoky 
Chimneys,  by  which  he  got  very  considerably,  and 
from  whence  he  derived  the  Name  of  the  Smoky 
Chimney  Doctor,  by  which  he  was  commonly  known 
in  the  County  of  Bucks,  Some  few  Years  before 
his  Death,  he  married  a  Widow  Gentlewoman  at 
Oxford,  of  a  considerable  Fortune.  The  World 
reported  that  she  had  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 
However  it  was,  he  still  addicted  himself  to  Women, 
and  in  all  Probability  made  her  but  an  indifferent 
Husband,  since  she  took  so  little  care  about  him, 
when  in  the  midst  of  so  great  Calamities.  He 
maintained  however,  a  tolerable  Character  in  his 
Neighbourhood,  and  his  Credit  had  not  been  im- 
peached in  any  Degree,  when  he  committed  the 
F'act  I  am  going  to  relate.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of 
September,  172b,  he  attacked  the  Bicester  Waggon 
as  it  was  coming  from  London,  and  committed  the 
following  Robberies  therein,  viz,  he  took  from 
Thomas  Eldridge  fifteen  Moidores;  two  hundred  and 
ten  Guineas,  eighty  half  Guineas,  the  Goods  and 
Money  of  Mr.  Btirrows,  Sept.  2^th,  He  was-likc- 
wise  indicted,  and  found  guilty  for  assaulting  Sam// 
the  Wife  of  Robert  King,  on  the  Highway,  and 
robbing  her  of  two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  ;  as  like- 
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wise  on  a  thirti  indictment,  for  assaultinjj  the  afoi*e- 
NLiid  T/umtas  EltiridgCy  and  takin<;j  from  him  a  Calico 
liown  and  Petticoat,  value  twenty  Shillings,  the 
Ciih^kIs  of  Giles  Beits  ;  there  was  a  fourth  Indictment 
»^ainst  him,  for  assaulting  Mary  the  Wife  of  yose^/t 
Pj^e:  and  takinof  from  her  two  Shillinofs  and  Six- 
t-ence,  but  the  three  former  being  all  Capital,  the 
Court  did  not  think  proper  to  tr)'  him  upon  this. 

While  he  lay  under  Sentence  of  Death,  he  did 
lot  discover  any  signs  of  excessive  Fear,  but  ap- 
:»cared  rather  perplexed,  and  confused  dien  dispirited, 
•»r  dejected.  He  entertained  at  first  great  Hopes  of 
a  Reprieve,  at  least  in  order  to  Transportation,  and 
tor  obtaining  it  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
writing  to  several  Friends,  who  he  Thought  might 
l>e  instrumental  in  procuring  it.  However  he  was 
far  from  neglecting  the  Concerns  of  his  Soul,  but 
read  daily  with  much  seeming  Diligence  several 
little  l^ooks  proper  for  a  Man  in  his  Condition,  and 
whenever  he  attended  at  Chapel  he  behaved  with 
the  utmost  Gravity,  praying,  if  we  may  guess 
from  exterior  Signs,  with  much  fervour  and  Devo- 
tion. He  was  a  Man  well  acquainted  with  the 
Principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,  and  was  in  all 
Appearance  better  persuaded  of  the  Merit  and 
Efficacy  of  his  Saviour  s  Passion  than  People  often 
are  in  his  Condition. 

As  to  his  Capacity  it  appeared  to  have  been  very 
tolerable  in  itself,  and  he  seems  to  have  received 
many  Advantages  from  Education.  How  he  ac- 
quired the  Art  of  curing  Smoky  Chimnies  is  not 
known-  He  had  been  bred  up  to  no  Trade  what- 
ever, but  coming  into  die  World  with  a  little 
Fortune  left  him  by  his  Parents*  he  lived  thereupon 


io6  The  Life  of 

with  a  tolerable  Reputation  until  the  Time  of  his 
Marriage.  When  he  was  first  under  Sentence  he 
was  very  desirous  of  having  his  Wife  come  to  Town, 
and  for  that  purpose  wrote  her  several  pressini,^ 
Letters,  to  which  he  received  no  Answer.  This 
gave  him  great  Disturbance.  He  thereupon  wrote 
to  a  Friend  in  the  Country,  who  lived  near  her,  on 
whom  also  he  had  a  strong  Dependence,  intreating 
him  to  go  to  his  Wife,  and  solicit  her  not  absolutely 
to  Desert  him  in  his  extreme  Calamity,  but  to  come 
up  to  Town  with  him,  in  order  to  make  their  last 
Efforts  for  his  Preservation.  This  Epistle  however 
proved  in  the  Main  as  unsuccessful  as  the  Rest, 
though  it  procured  him  an  Answer,  wherein  the 
Person  he  wrote  to  informed  him,  that  his  Wife  was 
extremely  lame ;  insomuch  that  she  could  not  put 
on  her  own  clothes,  that  her  Servant  was  gone,  that 
she  had  not  Money  wherewith  to  defray  the  Ex- 
penses of  a  Journey  to  Town,  much  less  to  assist 
him  in  his  Distress.  As  for  himself,  his  Friend 
excused  his  coming  by  reason  of  a  great  Cold,  which 
he  had  caught  in  London,  when  he  came  up  before 
to  attend  Mr.  Drurys  Affairs.  Hereupon  the  un- 
fortunate Criminal  bethought  himself  of  another 
Expedient,  which  he  imagined  would  not  fail  of 
engaging  Mrs.  Drtiry  to  come  to  Lofidon.  He 
informed  her  by  Letter  that  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Troubles  he  pawned  some  Silver  Plate  in  Town  for 
four-and-twenty  Pounds ;  that  it  was  more  than 
double  the  Value,  and  might  probably  be  lost  on  his 
Death.  To  this  his  Friend  wrote  him  back,  that  if 
anybody  would  take  the  Plate  out,  and  give.  Advice 
thereof  to  Mrs.  Dniry,  she  would  repay  them,  and 
gratify  them  also   for   their   Trouble.      When  this 
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letter  came  to  the  poor  Man  s  Hand,  he  said,  he  was 
r^ow  satisfied  that  his  Wife  did  not  desire  he  should 
.ive ;  however,  he  heartily  forgave  her. 

He  constandy  denied  that  he  had  ever  been  con- 
cerned in  any  Act  of  a  like  kind  with  that  for  which 
>.e  died :  he  acknowledged  that  with  what  his  Wife 
had,  and  the  Business  he  followed,  he  might  have 
lived  ver>'  genteely  in  the  Country,  that  he  had  not 
indeed  been  very  prudent  in  the  Management  of  his 
Attains.  However  it  was  no  Necessity  that  forced 
him  on  the  base  and  wicked  Act,  the  sole  Cause  of 
his  committing  it  was,  as  he  solemnly  and  constantly 
j»n>tested,  the  repeated  Solicitations  of  King  the 
Waggoner,  who  for  a  considerable  Time  before  re- 
presented the  Attempt  to  him  as  a  Thing  in  no  way 
^iangerous,  and  which  would  bring  him  a  very  lai^e 
Sum  of  ready  Money ;  that  as  soon  as  King  per- 
ceived that  his  Insinuations  begun  to  make  some 
Impression,  he  opened  himself  more  fully  as  to  the 
Facilitj'  of  robbing  the  Bicester  Waggon,  wherein, 
says  he,  you  will  find  generally  a  pretty  handsome 
Sum  of  Sloney,  and  as  to  Opposition,  depend  on  it, 
you  shall  meet  with  none ;  that  at  last  these 
Speeches  prevailed  on  him,  and  it  was  agreed  the 
Waggoner  should  have  half  the  Booty  for  his 
Adv-ice  and  Assistance,  and  the  better  to  conceal  it, 
Drury  was  directed  to  rob  Kings  Wife  of  about 
Four  Pounds,  which  was  all  she  had  about  her. 

A  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  was 
either  acquainted  with  Mr.  Dmry^  or  out  of  a 
charitable  Intention,  attended  him  at  the  request  of 
his  Friends,  took  Abundance  of  pains  to  give  him 
just  Notions  of  his  Duty  in  the  unfortimate  State 
into  which  his  Folly  had  brought  him.     He  repeated 
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to  him  the  Reasons  which  render  a  public  Confession 
necessary  from  those  who  die  by  Judgment  of  the 
Law ;  he  exhorted  him  not  to  equivocate,  or  even 
extenuate  in  his  Declarations  concerning  his  Offence. 
Mr.  Drury  heard  him  with  great  Patience,  seemed 
to  be  much  affected  with  the  Remonstrances  which 
were  made  to  him,  and  finally  promised  that  he 
would  act  sincerely  in  the  Confessions  he  made  to 
the  Public,  adding,  that  he  had  none  in  whom  to 
trust  but  God  alone,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
offend  him.  The  reverend  Divine  to  whom  he  spoke 
approved  his  Resolution,  and  promised  to  afford  him 
all  the  Assistance  in  his  Power  till  Death. 

As  soon  as  the  Criminal  was  satisfied  that  all 
Applications  that  had  been  made  for  Mercy  were 
ineffectual,  and  that  there  was  not  the  least  Proba- 
bility of  a  Pardon,  he  immediately  sent  for  the 
Clergyman  before  mentioned,  and  desired  to  receive 
the  Sacrament  at  his  Hands,  to  which  the  Gentle- 
man readily  assented,  uttering  only  a  short  previous 
Exhortation  unto  a  true  Repentance,  open  and 
genuine  Confession,  and  full  and  free  Forgiveness 
unto  all  who  had  ever  injured  him,  or  unto  whom 
he  bore  any  ill  will.  Mr.  Drury  therefore,  before 
he  received  the  Elements  owned  in  express  Terms 
his  being  guilty  of  the  Fact  for  which  he  died, 
affirmed  the  Truth  of  what  he  had  formerly  said 
concerning  the  Waggoner,  declared  that  he  forgave 
both  him  and  his  own  Wife  sincerely,  and  that 
having  now  in  some  measure  eased  his  Mind,  he 
was  no  longer  afraid  of  Death. 

Mr.  Drury,  even  after  receiving  Sentence  was  by 
the  Keepers  of  Neii)gate  indulged  in  having  a  Room 
to  himself  in  the  Press-Yard,   which  afforded  him 
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Leisure,  and  prix^acy  for  his  Devotions ;  and  he 
seemed,  especially  for  die  last  Daj-s  of  his  Life,  to 
rtake  proper  use  of  those  Conveniences  by  ex- 
cluding himself  from  all  Company,  and  applying 
•earnestly  to  God  in  Prayer  for  the  Forgriveness  of 
'".is  Sins.  During  the  two  or  three  Days  succeeding 
Liat  whereon  he  received  Sentence,  a  Gentlewoman 
attended  prett)'  constandy  upon  him  ;  who  she  was 
we  cannot  say,  nor  is  it  material,  but  Mr.  Dniry 
3i>pealing  to  her  in  the  Presence  of  some  Persons 
2s  to  the  Truth  of  what  he  alleged  concerning  King 
Lie  Waggoner,  she  was  desired  to  relate  what  she 
knew  as  to  that  Point ;  she  answered,  she  would  as 
for  as  her  Knowledge  permitted,  and  the  Account 
she  gave  was  to  this  Purpose :  Mr.  Drury  carried 
me  out  of  Town  with  him  in  a  Chaise  to  M  ^atdover : 
•XI  the  Road  we  were  met  by  the  Waggoner  he 
screaks  of,  w^ho  desired  Mr.  Drnry  to  step  out,  for 
he  wanted  to  speak  with  him ;  that  thereupon  he 
compKnng  with  the  Waggoners  Request,  they  walked 
together  to  a  considerable  distance,  and  there  stop- 
ping talked  to  each  other  very  eamesdy  for  some 
time.  As  to  the  Subject  of  their  Discourse  she 
declared  she  could  say  nothing,  but  as  they  came 
back  to  the  Chaise,  the  Waggoner  said,  you  need 
not  be  afraid,  you'll  be  sure  to  get  what  you  want. 
To  say  Truth,  it  was  ver)'  odd  for  a  single  man  to 
rob  a  Waggon  to  which  so  many  People  belonged, 
in  Company  with  several  other  Waggons,  without 
any  Opposition,  though  it  is  true  that  he  did  not 
attempt  any  of  the  Rest 

Some  Persons  of  Quality'  were  prevailed  on  by 
his  earnest  Solicitadons  and  the  Circumstances  we 
have  before  mentioned  to  endeavour  to  procure  him 
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a  Pardon,  but  it  was  in  vain  ;  and  it  would  certainly 
have  been  much  better  for  the  Man,  il*  he  never  had 
any  hopes  given  him,  for  though  he  did  not  depend 
as  much  on  Promises  as  Men  in  his  miserable  Con- 
dition frequently  do,  yet  the  desire  of  Life  sometimes 
excited  the  hopes  of  it,  and  thereby  took  off  his 
Thoughts  from  more  weighty  Concerns,  or  at  least 
made  him  more  languid  and  confused  than  otherwise 
he  would  have  been ;  for  to  the  Day  before  his 
Death  he  still  entertained  some  expectations  of 
Mercy. 

The  Evening  before  he  suffered,  a  Woman 
knocked  at  his  Chamber  Door,  and  earnestly  desired 
to  speak  a  few  Words  to  him  ;  he  accordingly  came 
towards  the  Door  and  asked  her  what  she  could  have 
to  say  to  him.  The  Woman  after  expressing  much 
Sorrow  for  his  Misfortunes,  told  him  she  was  desired 
by  such  a  Person  to  whom  she  had  been  Servant 
if  the  thing  were  possible,  to  learn  from  his  own 
Mouth  what  he  had  to  say  against  the  Waggoner. 
Mr.  Drury  replied,  that  he  had  never  had  any 
thought  of  robbing  Waggons,  or  any  such  thing,  if 
the  Waggoner  had  not  advised  and  pressed  him  to 
it,  so  that  his  Blood,  the  loss  of  his  Life,  and  all  he 
had  in  the  World,  lay  upon  that  Man  ;  then  shutting 
to  the  Door,  he  retired  to  his  Devotions,  and  con- 
tinued at  them  all  the  Evening,  and  until  the  Night 
was  considerably  spent 

As  Death  drew  near  it  seemed  not  to  affect  him 
so  much  as  might  be  expected.  On  the  Morning  of 
his  Execution  he  appeared  not  only  easy,  but  cheer- 
ful, attended  at  the  Prayers  in  the  Chapel  with 
Composure,  and  went  out  of  Neiugate  without  any 
Sign  or  Fright  or  Disturbance  of  Mind.  On  the 
Road  to    Tyburn  he  appeared  serious,  but  not  me- 
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-incholy,  spoke  a  jrood  deal  concerninjj  the  Errors 
•  f  his  former  Life,  said  he  had  never  been  addicted 
:.^  drinking,  but  had  conversed  too  much  with  ill 
Women,  which  had  made  his  Wife  jealous,  and 
caused  Home  to  be  ver)-  uneasy.  He  seemed  truly 
•^nitent  for  these  Offences,   as  he  confessed  them 

• 

without  any  Compulsion,  or  even  without  any  Ques- 
r!ons  being  asked  by  those  about  him. 

At  the   Place  of  Execution  his  Courage  did  not 
Mrsake   him,   he   still   preser\'ed   a  great    Deal   of 
Serenity   in   his   Countenance;   and   when   he   was 
desired  to  acquaint  the  People  with  anything  he  had 
to  say  concerning  the  Crime  for  which  he  died,  he 
>poke  with  a  strong  Voice,  and  repeated  what  he 
had  formerly  alleged  about   A'm^  the   Waggoner, 
adding  that  he  advised  him  also  to  rob  the  Banbury 
Waggon,  and  that  not\vithstanding  he  talked  of  his 
Wife's  having  four  Pounds  about  her,  yet  he  took 
but  three  Shillings,  whereon  the  third   Indictment 
was  founded,  on  which  he  was  convicted.     He  then 
complained   of    his   Wife's    Unkindness,   and   both 
[•rayed  for  the  Spectators,  and  desired  their  Prayers 
for  him.     As  he  was  leaning  on  the  side  of  the  Cart, 
the  Ordinary  told  him,  that  a  Man  had  charged  him 
Ae    Day    before    with    having    married   a   Mans 
Daughter  at  Norwich^   who   is  still    living.       Mr. 
Drury  answered,  he  was  reproached  by  many  People, 
and  he  fofgave  them  all.      He  then  called  to  a  Gen- 
tleman who  was  near  the  Gallows  and  spoke  to  him 
about  his  Estate,  which  he  had  before  settled.    After- 
wards he  exhorted  the  People  to  live  virtuously,  and 
ixi  warned    by   his    Example,  and    then   submitted 
paiiendy   to   his   F'ate,   on    Thursday   the   thirtl   of 
SiKonber^   1 726,  being  at  that  Time  of  his  Decease 
about  twentj'-eight  Years  of  Age. 
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The  Life  of  William  Miller,  an  Highwayman,  crV. 

[S  necessary  Correction  is  often  a  Method  by 
which,  when  young  People  begin  to  stray 
into  the  Paths  of  Vice,  they  are  deterred 
and  brought  back  again  into  the  Road  of 
Virtue;  yet  when  this  is  incautidusly  inflicted  or  done 
in  a  violent  manner,  it  frequently  excites  worse 
Thoughts  than  would  otherwise  probably  have 
entered  the  Breasts  of  young  People  thus  punished, 
and  instead  of  hindering  them  from  committini: 
trivial  Offences,  puts  them  on  doing  the  worse  Thini^^s 
imaginable,  in  order  to  deliver  them  from  a  stale 
more  hateful  to  them  than  Death  itself.  This 
Criminal,  William  Miller,  was  the  Son  of  very  honest 
Parents  who  lived  at  Newcastlc-upon-Tyme,  They 
took  care  to  give  him  a  good  Education,  and  what 
was  much  more  commendable,  a  good  Example  too. 
They  put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Tradesman  at 
Alnwick,  with  whom  he  might  have  lived  toleral)ly 
well,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Churlishness  of  his 
Masters  Temper,  who  was  continually  pickini^^ 
quarrels  with  him,  and  thereupon  beating  him  in 
humanly.  At  last  an  accident  happened,  which  sup- 
plied a  continual  Fund  of  Anger  and  Resentment, 
and  this  was  on  Account  of  Willianis  losing  a 
Horse,  which  though  his  Friends  paid  for,  yet  every 
Time  it  came  into  his  Masters  Head,  there  was  a 
Battle  between  them  ;  for  Miller  being  now  grown 
pretty  big,  made  Resistance  when  he  struck  him,  and 
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not  seldom  got  the  better  of  him,  and  beat  him  in  his 
rant,  which  occasioned  such  Disturbances  and  falling 
out  between  them,  that  at  last  Miller  took  a  Resolu- 
tion to  leave  him  for  good  and  all,  and  determined 
to  live  as  he  could  up  and  down  the  Country.  At 
£ist  be  was  so  lucky  as  to  meet  with  a  Man  who  em- 
ployed him  readily,  treated  him  with  Kindness,  and 
cave  him  good  Advice,  without  accompanying  his 
Repnx>fe  with  Blows  ;  but  he,  upon  discovering  that 
his  Man  WiUiatn  had  not  served  out  his  Time,  but 
had  lived  only  five  Years  and  a  half  with  his  Master, 
absolutely  refused  to  suffer  him  to  work  with  him  any 
longer.  It  was  with  great  Reluctance  that  Miller 
parted  with  his  Master,  and  he  became  every  Day 
after  more  and  more  uneasy,  because  he  found  no 
other  Master  would  let  him  work  with  them  upon  the 
same  Account,  so  that  by  Degrees  he  was  reduced  to 
the  greatest  Necessity  in  the  Country',  and  though 
he  was  willing  to  work,  yet  could  not  tell  which  way 
to  turn  his  Hand. 

In  the  midst  of  these  Perplexities,  he  bethought 
himself  of  coming  up  to  London^  which  he  put  into 
Execution,  and  on  his  Arrival  here,  enlisted  himself 
as  a  Soldier  in  one  of  the  R^'ments  of  Guards,  and 
as  it  is  no  very  hard  Matter  in  this  Town,  got  Abun- 
dance of  amorous  Affairs  upon  his  Hands.  With 
ooe  Woman  he  lived  a  short  Time  after  his  coming 
ap  to  London^  but  her  he  soon  turned  off,  for  the  sake 
of  another,  who  was  a  Blacksmith's  Wife,  and  whom 
be  married,  notwithstanding  her  first  husband  was 
then  to  his  Knowledge  alive.  This  was  indeed  the 
Source  of  a  great  Part  of  his  Misfortunes,  since  what 
between  the  Woman's  drinking,  and  the  Money  which 
the  Husband  got  out  of  him  for  permitting  him  to 
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live  quietly  with  her,  he  was,  notwithstanding  he  had 
learnt  a  •  new  Employment,  viz.  that  of  a  Basket- 
Maker,  kept  miserably  poor ;  and  the  Woman  having 
brought  him  a  child  to  increase  his  expenses,  he  at 
last  was  forced  whether  he  would  or  no  to  leave  her 
and  it  both.  After  this  he  associated  with  another 
Woman,  and  at  lengtli  married  her  also,  with  whom 
he  lived  quietly  enough  until  the  Time  of  his  Death. 
These  numerous  Intrigues  drew  him  in  Consequence 
into  a  multitude  of  other  Vices,  which  both  lost  him 
his  Reputation  and  damaged  his  Understanding,  es- 
pecially when  he  came  to  drink  hard,  which  he  at 
last  did  to  such  a  Degree  that  he  was  seldom  or 
never  Sober,  or  if  he  were,  the  reflecting  on  his  M  is- 
fortunes  pushed  him  on  getting  drunk  as  fast  as  he 
could,  a  Case  but  too  common  amongst  the  meaner 
sort  of  People,  who  as  they  have  no  Philosophy  or 
Learning  to  support  them,  endeavour  to  drown  all 
Care  by  sotting. 

Whether  Miller  really  intended  to  go  a  robbing 
at  the  time  he  committed  the  Fact  for  which  he  died, 
or  whether  Drunkenness  and  the  Sense  even  in  that 
Condition  which  he  retained  of  his  Misfortunes  on  a 
sudden  suggested  to  him  the  stripping  of  the  old 
Man  Nicholas  Bourn  under  the  Favour  of  the  Night, 
certain  it  is,  though  from  what  motive  we  cannot  de- 
termine, that  he  attacked  the  Man  and  took  from  him 
his  Coat  and  Hat  A  Watchman,  on  the  injured 
Person's  crying  out,  ran  immediately  to  his  Assist- 
ance, and  with  his  Pole,  notwithstanding  Miller  drew 
his  Bayonet,  knocked  him  down,  and  seized  and  de- 
livered him  up  to  Justice.  At  the  next  Sessions  at 
the  Old-Bailey  he  was  indicted  for  this  Fact ;  and 
the  same  was  very  fully  and  clearly  proved  against 
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him.  Yet  though  he  had  no  Friends  capable  of  pro- 
curing him  either  a  Reprieve  or  Pardon,  he  had  the 
jjood  Luck  to  remain  a  considerable  Space  under 
Condemnation,  vis.  from  one  Sessions  to  another  be- 
fore  the  Report  was  made,  and  so  had  the  greater 
Leisure  left  him  for  Repentance. 

During  the  space  he  lay  in  the  Cofidenuud  Holdy 
he  expressed  a  very  hearty  Sorrow  for  all  his  Of- 
fences; and  particularly  regretted  his  having  addicted 
himself  so  much  to  the  Company  of  Women,  which 
as  it  at  first  led  him  into  Expenses,  naturally  brought 
him  into  narrow  Circumstances,  and  his  Necessities 
unfortunately  put  him  upon  taking  that  fatal  Method 
of  supplying  himself.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  these 
Tokens  of  Penitence  and  Contrition,  several  Women 
came  still  about  him.  He  resolved  to  send  the  Child 
he  had  by  the  Second  down  to  his  Friends  in  the 
Country,  not  doubting,  as  he  said,  but  that  they  would 
take  Care  of  it,  and  for  the  last  of  those  who  went 
for  his  Wife,  he  really  looked  upon  her  as  such,  and 
therefore  treated  her  with  more  Kindness  and  Affec- 
tion dian  he  did  any  of  the  Rest  However,  doubt- 
less diey  were  no  great  Helps  to  him  in  his  Prepara- 
tions for  Death,  and  amongst  the  other  Miseries  pro- 
duced by  our  View,  this  is  not  a  small  one,  that  tiiey 
continue  to  pursue  their  unfortunate  friends  even  to 
the  last,  and  fasten  so  strongly  upon  their  Thoughts 
and  Inclinations,  that  as  at  first  they  defeated  all 
Consideration,  so  in  the  end  they  are  in  Danger  of 
preventing  a  hearty  and  sincere  Repentance. 

As  to  the  particular  Fact  for  which  he  was  to  die, 
he  acknowledged  himself  guilty  thereof,  but  objected 
for  all  that  to  the  several  Circumstances  that  were 
sworn  against  him  at  his  Trial,  nor  could  all  the  Ar- 
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guments  that  were  used  towards  him,  persuade  him, 
that  those  trifling  Variations  (for  as  he  himself  repre- 
sented them  they  were  no  more)  were  not  now  at  all 
Material  to  him,  but  that  as  he  jusdy  deserved  to 
die  according  to  his  own  confession,  it  signified  little 
to  him,  whether  the  particular  steps  taken  in  his  Ap- 
prehension were  exacdy  stated  by  the  Q)urt  or  not. 
As  the  Day  of  his  Execution  drew  near,  he  receded 
a  litde  from  these  Objections,  and  began  to  set  him- 
self in  earnest  to  acquire  that  Calmness  with  which 
every  reasonable  Man  w^ould  desire  to  meet  Death. 
The  Women  he  forbade  visiting  him,  refused  to  eat 
or  drink  anything  but  what  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  support  Nature,  applied  himself  regularly  and  con- 
stantly to  his  Devotions,  and  seemed  to  have  nothing 
at  Heart  but  to  reconcile  himself  to  that  Divine  Being 
whom  by  the  multitude  of  his  Crimes  he  had  so  much 
offended.  To  say  Truth,  it  was  not  a  little  wonder- 
ful that  a  Person,  after  continuing  for  such  a  length 
of  Time  in  the  Practice  of  Wickedness  and  De- 
bauchery, should  at  last  be  capable  of  applying  him- 
self with  such  Zeal  and  Attention  to  the  Duties  of  a 
dying  Man,  in  which  he  persevered  to  his  last  Breath, 
which  he  yielded  up  on  the  13th  of  February ^  i^iT^ 
at  Tyburn^  being  then  twenty-six  Years  of  Age. 
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IROM  a  Multitude  of  Instances  in  the  Course 
of  these  Memoirs  it  has  been  shewn  how 
great  a  Misfortune  it  is  to  be  destitute  of 
Education,  but  from  the  following  Life  it 
wfll  appear  that  an  improper  Education  is  as  danger- 
ous as  none  at  all.  Robert  Haynes,  the  Criminal 
whose  History  we  are  to  give  at  present,  was  the 
Son  of  Persons  in  Ireland  of  none  of  the  best  Cir- 
cumstances, who  yet  afforded  him  a  very  good  Edu- 
cation, causing  him  to  be  instructed,  not  only  in  the 
Latin,  but  also  in  the  Greek  Tongue,  in  both  of  which 
he  attained  a  tolerable  Knowledge.  His  Father,  it 
seems,  thought  he  had  done  everything  for  his  Son 
in  breeding  him  a  Scholar,  though  when  he  grew  up 
to  Man's  Estate  he  had  nothing  to  give  him,  and  was 
forced  to  let  him  come  over  to  England  to  enlist 
himself  in  the  Foot  Guards.  His  Officers  gave  him 
always  the  character  of  a  quiet  inoffensive  Lad,  who 
injured  nobody,  nor  was  himself  addicted  to  those 
Vices  which  are  common  to  Men  of  his  Profession. 
On  the  contrary,  he  retained  yet  strong  Notions  of 
those  religious  Principles  in  which  he  had  been  edu- 
cated. He  addicted  himself  much  to  Reading,  and 
though  his  Spirit  was  not  a  little  broken  by  the  Con- 
sideration of  that  low  Life  by  which  he  was  obliged 
to^toop,  yet  he  preserved  a  becoming  Spirit  and  a 
vejy  gendemanlike  Behaviour  upon  all  occasions  ;  so 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  very  much  regret- 
ted that  Misfortune  which  brought  him  to  an  un- 
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timely  End,  and  of  which  we  come  next  to  speak, 
since  his  Youth  and  the  Regularity  of  his  Life  pre- 
vented any  other  Adventures  of  his  coming  to  our 
Notice. 

It  happened  one  Sunday  evening,  as  he  was  walk- 
ing along  St  y antes  s  Park  with  two  other  Soldiers, 
they  met  two  men  and  two  Women.  Haynes  un- 
luckily kissed  one  of  the  Women,  upon  which  one  of 
the  men  turned  and  broke  his  Head,  and  a  Quarrel 
happening  thereupon,  in  which  (as  was  insisted  even 
to  the  Time  of  the  Death  of  this  unfortunate  Person) 
Swords  were  drawn  by  both  ;  however  that  were,  he 
gave  his  Antagonist  a  Wound  in  the  Breast,  of  which 
he  died.  For  this  he  was  apprehended  and  commit- 
ted Prisoner  to  Newgate,  At  the  ensuing  Sessions 
of  the  Old-Bailey  he  was  indicted  for  wilfully  mur- 
dering Edward  Perry,  by  giving  him  a  Wound  on 
the  left  part  of  the  Right- Breast  near  the  Short-Ribs, 
of  the  Depth  of  twelve  Inches,  and  of  the  length  of 
one ;  he  was  also  indicted  a  second  Time  on  the 
Statute  of  Stabbing,  and  a  third  Time  upon  the 
Coroner's  Inquest  for  wilful  Murder.  On  all  three 
of  these  indictments,  notwithstanding  his  Defence 
and  the  Witnesses  he  called,  he  was  found  guilty  ; 
and  although  some  honourable  Persons  took  a  great 
deal  of  Pains  to  procure  a  Pardon  or  Reprieve  for 
him,  yet  it  proved  to  no  Purpose,  but  he  and  the 
aforementioned  Malefactor  were  put  into  the  Death- 
Warrant  and  ordered  for  Execution.  For  himself  he 
had  little  Hopes  from  the  Endeavours  of  his  Friends, 
and  therefore  behaved  himself  as  if  he  had  had  none, 
being  not  only  Constant  and  Devout  at  the  public 
Exercises  in  the  Chapel,  but  also  ardent  in  his  De- 
votions in  Private  and  by  himself.     As  the  Youth 
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wanted  not  good  Sense,  and  had  not  forgotten  the 
Education  he  had  received  in  Ireland,  so  in  every 
Respect  while  under  Sentence  he  performed  what 
could  be  expected  from  a  Man  of  Courage  and  a 
Christ iaHy  under  his  Circumstances.    A  Minister  out 
of  Charity  visited  him  several  Times,  and  prayed 
with  him,  exhorting  him  always  to  make  a  clear  and 
candid  Confession  of  the  Fact,  and  since  there  were 
no  Hopes,  not  to  go  to  Death  with  a  Lie  between 
his  Lips.     Yet  he  persisted  still  in  what  he  had  at 
nrst  declared,  and  continued  to  assert  the  Truth  of 
that  Declaration^  until  the  Gaol  Sickness  brought 
him  so  low,  that  he  was  scarce  able  to  speak  at  all. 
In  this  low  State  of  Health  he  continued  until  within 
two  or  three  Days  of  his  Death,  when  he  b^ran  to 
pidw  up  Strength  a  litde,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able 
10  go  up  the  Stairs,  attended  as  usual  the  Devotions 
of  the  Chapel,  and  in  this  Frame  and  Disposition  of 
Heart  remained  until  the  Day  of  his  Execution  came, 
upon  which  he  appeared  not  only  Calm  but  Cheer- 
ful received  the  Sacrament  as  is  usual  with  Male- 
factors at  the  Day  of  their  Death,  and  behaved  at  it 
in  a  very  pious  and  religious  Manner.     When  he 
came  to  Tyburn  he  stood  up,  and  intended  to  have 
spoken  to  the  People,  but  finding  himself  too  weak, 
he  referred  to  a  Paper,  which  he  delivered  to  Mr. 
AppUbee^  a  Printer,  and  which  contained  the  Sub- 
stance of  what  if  he  had  been  able  he  would  have 
there  spoken  ;  and  then  after  a  few  private  Ejacula- 
tions, easily  resigned  up  his  Breath  at  the  same  Time 
with  the  before-mentioned  Malefactor,  being  then  in 
his  twenty-first  Year  of  his  Age.     I  thought  proper 
to  insert  the  Copy  of  that  Letter  I   have  before 
spoken  of,  and  it  follows  verdatun. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Paper  delivered  by  Robert  Haynes  to 
Mr.  Applebee  the  Evening  before  his  Execution, 
which  he  intended  to  have  spoken  to  the  -  Specta- 
tors, but  was  prevented  by  his  long  Sickness  whilst 
in  Newgate, 

Good  Pe;ople, 

/  am  to  suffer  by  Law  an  ignominious  Death  {GocTs 
Will  be  done),  which  untimely  End  I  7iever  expected. 
I  am  a  Youth,  and  it's  above  Twelve  Months  since  I 
Enlisted  into  His  Majesty's  Service.  The  Character 
of  my  Behaviour  in  that  Time  I  will  leave  to  my  Ac- 
quaintance  to  declare ;  my  Character  was  sufficiently 
testified  at  my  Trial  by  Gentlemen  of  Worth  and 
Honour,  I  pray  God  bless  them  for  their  Christian 
Charity  ;^  I  praise  God  my  Resolution  to  live  uprightly 
was  no  constraint ;  as  for  the  cause  I  suffer,  and  the 
horrid  Imputation  I  am  charged  with,  which  is  ren- 
dered Murder,  [which  from  my  Soul  I  abhor)  I  now 
declare  as  I  expect  Salvation,  I  am  unjustly  accused, 
but  I  freely  forgive  my  Prosecutors,  as  I  hope  to  be 
forgiven  ;  for  what  I  did  was  accidental,  and  in  my 
own  Vindication.      The  real  truth  is  as  follows  : 

The  two  Soldiers  that  were  my  Evidence  desired  my 
Company  to  drink  with  them  ;  as  we  were  returning 
home  through  the  Park,  passing  by  two  Women,  and 
being  warm  with  Liquor,  I  presumed  to  give  one  of 
titem  a  Kiss.  The  ot/ier  was  a  married  Woman,  and 
she  resenting  my  Freedom,  called  out  to  her  Husbatul 
Edward  Perry  deceased,  and  to  Toms  tliat  walked  be- 
forCy  both  e7itire  Strangers  to  me.  They  returned^ 
Toms  advanced  towards  me  abruptly  speaking,  and 
struck  me  over  the  Head  and  Shoulders  with  a  Stick, 
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"L'kick  stunned  nu ;  he  likewise  urged  the  Deceased  to 
ptarrel  with  me.  The  deceased  Perry,  atraged^  swore 
kid  see  fne  out^  and  struck  me  with  his  Sword  in  his 
Scabbard  over  the  Head.  He  drew  his  Sword  and 
made  several  Passes  at  me.  I  still  retreated^  till  pro- 
zi>ked  to  draw  my  Sword  to  preserve  myself.  This 
Affair  was  in  the  Night.  I  received  a  Wound  in  my 
right  hand  Thumbs  and  a  thrust  through  my  CocU. 
This  I  declare  to  be  thcwlwle  Truth,  as  I  shall  answer 
before  my  great  God ;  tlwugh  my  Prosecutors  Toms 
and  the  deceased  Maris  Wife  swore  quite,  the  rroerse^ 
':^'hich  took  Place  to  my  Ruin.  I  pray  God  forgive 
them  their  Trespasses^  as  I  hope  Forgiveness  for  my 
c^'n^  I  pray  God  bless  my  good  Colonel  for  his  Care 
and  Endeavours  for  my  Safety ;  I  pray  God  bless 
him  with  length  of  days  and  Prosperity  in  all  his 
I  Undertakings.  I  thank  God^  I  furver  wronged  Man^ 
Woman^  or  Child^  to  my  Knowledge  ;  ttor  was  I  ever 
inclined  to  quarrel.  I  heartily  beg  of  God,  Pardon 
and  Forgiveness  for  my  Sifts,  atid  I  confide  in  the 
Merits  of  my  dear  Saviour,  who  died  for  the  World. 
I  scvf^  Baptised  and  bred  a  Mend>er  of  the  Church  of 
England  {t/umgh  an  unworthy  and  unfortunate  one) 
in  which  Communion  I  hope  for  Salvation  through 
my  blessed  Redeemer. 

Sunday,  February  the  12th,  1726. 

Robert  Haynes. 


/ 


^ 


Tlu  Life  of 


Tfu  Ltfe  of  Tuoyixs  Timms,  Thomas  Perrv,  and 
Edward  Brown,  Footpads. 

H  E  poor  unhappy  Man,  Thomas  Timms,  was 
the  Son  of  mean  Parents  in  the  Country-. 
and  was  but  indifferently  educated,  so  that 
his  future  ill  Deeds  were  capable  of  some 
little  Extenuation.  His  Friends  and  Parents  raised 
Money  enough  to  put  him  apprentice  to  a  Chair-Car- 
ver, with  whom  he  lived  very  easily  and  honestly 
during  the  Space  of  his  Apprenticeship,  coming  out 
of  it  with  the  Character  of  a  honest  religious  young 
Lad,  which  he  maintained  after  he  was  set  up  and 
married,  and  had  probably  continued  to  maintain  it 
to  the  End  of  his  Life,  if  he  had  not  fallen  into  un- 
happy Circumstances  by  being  out  of  Work,  which 
obliged  him  to  come  up  to  Town,  where  for  a  while  he 
lived  pretty  well  upon  his  Business  ;  but  at  last  it  so 
fell  off,  that  he  was  obliged  to  enlist  himself  a  Soldier 
in  the  first  Regiment  oi  Guards,  notwithstanding  which 
he  worked  still  at  his  Trade,  as  much  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  do  and  to  perform  his  Duty.  But 
Misfortune  still  crowded  upon  him,  and  he  grew  at 
first  Melancholy,  and  at  last  took  to  Drinking,  in  the 
Company  of  ill  women,  who  soon  drew  him  in  to 
thinking  of  taking  dishonest  Methods  to  obtain  Mo- 
nej-  for  the  Support  of  their  Debaucheries.  Amongst 
others  of  his  Acquaintance,  there  was  a  Woman  who 
had  formerly  lived  with  a  very  eminent  Lawyer  in 
tlie  Uity.     It  was  said  she  liad  a  greater  Familiarity 
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with  her  Master  than  she  ought  to  have  had,  and 
:L»ok  the  liberty  to  cheat  him  most  egregiously,  es- 
[K^cially  by  counterfeiting  Receipts  from  most  of  the 
Tradesmen  with  whom  her  Master  had  any  Dealing; 
by  which  Means  she  retained  the  Money  which  she 
should  have  paid  them,  in  her  own  Hands.     Some 
Months  after,  however,  the  Roguery  was  discovered, 
and  her  Master  being  newly  married,  he  took  this 
i  >pportunity  to  discharge  her  suddenly,  and  to  stop 
her  Mouth  from  telling  Tales,  threatened  her  with  a 
Prosecution,    However  he  promised  her,  if  she  went 
into  any  Lodgings,  and  gave  him  Notice,  he  would 
take  care  she  should  not  want,  until  she  could  get 
herself  into  some  Way  of  Business  or  other.     This 
Gendeman  had  three  Clerks,  all  of  good  Families, 
and  good  Fortunes.     The  Wench,  after  she  was  out 
of  the  House,  first  went  into  a  Neighbourhood  where 
the  eldest  of  these  Clerks  and  his  Relations  were 
very  well  known.     Here  she  took  upon  her  to  be  his 
Wife,  and  said,  that  they  were  privately  married  for 
fear  of  disobliging  his  Relations.    By  the  help  of  this, 
she  got  so  far  into  credit,  that  she  took  up  near  a 
hundred  attd  twettty  Pounds  Worth  of  Things,  before 
the  least  Apprehension  was  had  of  her  being  a  Cheat ; 
and  then  removing  those  Lodgings,  she  fixed  herself 
in  a  first  Floor,  within  a  few  Doors  of  the  Guardian 
of  her  Masters  secottd  Clerk.     She  gave  it  out  there, 
as  she  had  done  before,  that  she  was  privately  mar- 
ried to  this  young  Gendeman,  and  on  the  Credit 
thereof  took  up  near  a  hutidrcd  Pounds,  in  Silks  and 
Shifts  ;  but  just  as  she  was  upon  the  Point  of  moving 
off,  and  playing  the  same  Game  with  the  Third,  she 
was  detected   and   committed  to  Bridewell ;   from 
thence  she  found  Means  to  escape,  by  wheedling  one 
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».l  \W  Kefirs  Scri'anls,  and  afterwards  took  Lodg- 
iii--.  In  ihc  House  where  this  Timms  worked.  Whe- 
UuT  she  had  any  Hand  m  persuadiug  him  to  go  oui 
a  Kut'bini;,  or  no,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say;  bul 
st'i'ii  *»tUT.  he  with  his  Companions,  Perty  and  Brtnan, 
I'll  ihc  y^  of  May,  went  out  with  a  Design  to  rob 
ui>i.m  ilouttslow-Heath.  All  that  night  tiiey  lay  in 
U^-  l'"iclds,  the  next  Morning  they  met  a  poor  old 
M,m,  who  telling  them  he  had  no  Money,  they  let 
him  go  without  misusing  him.  Not  long  after,  they 
Mopped  Samuel  Sells,  coming  from  Windsor  in  his 
(  //.i/r.  He  it  seems  kept  a  Public  House  there. 
1  liin  they  commanded  to  deliver,  whereupon  he  gave 
ihcm  l/irce  Half- Crow ns  ;  but  they  insisting  upon  it. 
lh;it  that  was  too  little,  he  thereupon  gave  them  ten 
S/iilliH^s  more,  which  both  he  and  his  Companions 
averred  was  all  that  they  took  from  him,  though  Sells 
at  their  Trial  swore  to  a  much  larger  Sum,  and  that 
one  of  them  held  a  Truncheon  over  him,  and  threat- 
ened him,  with  Abundance  of  Oaths,  in  case  he  made 
any  Resistance.  All  of  them  denied  this  Part  of  the 
Charge,  even  to  Death ;  and  said,  that  though  they 
liad  Trumtuons,  yet  they  made  no  use  of  them,  but 
kept  them  either  in  their  Breasts,  or  under  their 
Coals. 

THOMAS  PERRY,  the  second  of  these  Male- 
factors, was  bom  of  Parents  in  such  wretched  Cir- 
cumstances, that  when  he  was  grown  a  good  big  Lad, 
and  Death  suddenly  snatched  them  away,  he  found 
himself  destitute  of  Money,  of  Business,  and  even  of 
Qothes  to  cover  him.  He  thereupon  travelled  up  to 
London,  and  put  himself  Apprentice  to  a  Glass- 
Grinder,  with  whom  he  served  his  Time  very  ho- 
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resdv  and  fiauthfuny.  Then  he  married,  and  lived 
:y  Workup  ver)*  hard,  in  a  reputable  Manner  for 
^boat  a  Twelvemonth ;  after  which  he  enlisted  in  the 
irst  JUghmeml  o(  Foot-  Gtsards^  in  which  he  served  till 
rae  Peace  of  Line  At  in  Ftamiers.  After  the  Con- 
£.swa  of  the  Peace  he  returned  to  London  in  the 
any  R^imumt,  in  which  he  continued  to  serve  till 
::iis  Misfortune  overtook  him.  For  the  last  Year  of 
ifs  Ljfe»  he  had  it  seems  led  a  more  loose  and  ex- 
ravatgant  Course  than  in  all  his  Da}^  before,  con- 
rictii]^  an  Acquaintance  with  several  Women  of  the 
lowTL  Creatures  who  are  the  utter  Ruin  of  all  such 
inhappy  Men,  especially  of  all  unlettered  inexperi- 
tnced  Persons  as  fall  into  their  Snares.  Some  litde 
Tlroe  befcxe  he  joined  with  Timms^  and  his  other 
Companioa  in  this  Robber)*,  he  had  the  Misfortune 
:i  havii^  his  L^  bit  by  a  Dog  at  U  'indsor^  where 
I't  was  quartered.  Having  no  Friends,  and  but  a 
s^sall  Allowance  to  subsist  on,  he  fell  under  great 
Miseries  there,  and  on  his  Return  to  Town,  diose 
TOO  had  formeriy  employed  him  in  G/ass-Grindin^^ 
':uiag  distaste  at  his  rude  and  wicked  Behaviour, 
:^.2sed  Id  have  anything  more  to  do  with  him ; 
Thereupon,  overwhelmed  with  Evils,  and  not  know- 
ng  wlucfa  way  to  turn,  he  readily  gave  way  to  the 
Soiidtations  of  Timms,  who,  as  he  declared,  first  pro- 
rcsed  their  going  upon  the  Highway,  a  Crime  which 
litherto  had  not  entered  into  Perry  s  Head.  How- 
rw,  he  yielded  too  readily  thereto,  and  with  the 
rersoos  who  had  shared  in  his  Crimes,  came  to  share 
in  ^nominious  and  untimely  Death.  While  under 
Sentence,  he  applied  himself  with  great  Seriousness 
2nd  Attention,  both  to  the  public  Devotions  of  the 
rhapd,  and  to  what  was  privately  read  to  them  in 
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the  Place  of  their  Confinement ;  so  that  thoug-h  he 
was  very  illiterate,  he  was  far  from  being  obstinate  : 
and  though  he  wanted  the  Advantages  of  Education, 
he  was  not  deficient  in  Grace,  which  we  may  there- 
fore hope  he  might  obtain  Mercy. 

EDWARD  BROWN,  the  last  of  these  unfortu- 
nate Criminals,  drew  his  first  Breath  in  the  City  of 
Oxford,  and  by  the  Care  of  his  Parents,  attained  to 
a  tolerable  Degree  of  Knowledge  in  the  Christian 
Faith,  as  also  in  Writing,  Reading,  and  whatsoever 
was  necessary  in  that  Station  of  Life,  which  his  Pa- 
rents designed  him  for.     Being  arrived  at  an  Age 
proper  to  be  put  out  Apprentice,  they  placed  him 
with  a  Glass-Grinder^  to  whom  he  served  an   Ap- 
prenticeship faithfully,  and  to  his  good  liking  when 
out  of  Time.     He  worked  hard  as  a  Journeyman, 
married  a  Wife,  and  lived  in  Reputation  and  Credit 
for  some  small  Space  ;  but  falling  unluckily  into  loose 
Company,  he  gave  himself  up  entirely  to  Drinking 
and  running  after  ill  Women,  which  soon  ruined  him 
in  the  Country,  and  obliged  him  to  come  up  to  Lon- 
don, for  the  Sake  of  Subsistence.     How  long  he  had 
been  here,  or  of  what  Standing  his  Acquaintance  was 
with  the  other  two  Criminals,  I  cannot  take  upon  me 
to  say  ;  only  he  in  General  was  a  Fellow  of  greater 
Openness  in  his  Behaviour  than  any  of  the  Criminals 
before  mentioned.     He  said,  that  when  they  had  all 
taken  their  Cups  pretty  freely  together,  and  had  spent 
every  Farthing  that  they  had  amongst  them,  it  was 
then  resolved  to  go  upon  the  Highway  for  a  Supplj'; 
but  he  could  not  say  who  was  the  Proposer  of  that 
Scheme.     That  he  himself  had  a  Sword  and  Cane, 
and  the  rest  Truncheons  when  they  attacked  Mr. 
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Sdls^     He  gave  them  at  two  several  Times,  seven- 
teen Shillings,  and  when  they  pressed  still  for  more, 
said  he  had  but  eighteen  Pence  about  him,  and  begged 
ibey  would  let  him  have  that  to  come  to  Town  with, 
which  he  said  they  agreed  to,  and  did  not  offer  him 
any  ill  Usage  whatever.     At  the  same  Time  these 
unhappy  Men  were  under  Sentence  of  Death,  AUx- 
smder  yoms,   yohn  Piatt,  Mary  Reynolds,  Silvia 
Skirloci,  and  Ann  Senior,  were  also  condemned  for 
several  offences ;  and  as  is  but  too  common  with  Per- 
sons in  their  Condition,  all  of  them  entertained  strong 
Notions  of  Reprieves  or  Pardons ;  so  that  when  the 
Dead-Warrant  came  down,  and  these  three  found 
themselves  ordered  for  Execution,  they  were  not  a 
litde  surprised ;  but  as  they  had  much  natural  Cou- 
rage, Aey  made  even  that  Surprise  turn  to  their  Ad- 
vantage, and  applied  themselves  with  greater  earnest- 
ness than  ever  to  the  Duties  necessary  to  be  prac- 
tised by  Persons  in  their  sad  State.     When  the  Day 
of  their  Execution  came,  they  were  carried  in  one  Cart 
to  Tyburn  ;  and  as  they  had  been  Companions  in  that 
sii^e  Action,  which  had  brought  all  of  them  to  Death, 
so  there  was  nobody  to  share  in  that  unhappy  Fate 
with  them,  nor  were  they  disturbed  with  the  Sorrows 
of  other  Criminals,  which  often  distract  one  another  s 
Devotions  at  Tyburn;  where,  on  the  contrary,  their 
Behaviour  was  grave  and  decent    The  public  Devo- 
uoDs  were  closed  with  a  Psalm,  and  they,  with  many 
Demonstrations  of  Repentance,  resigned  their  Lives, 
on  the   nth  of  August,  1727.      Timms  was  about 
tventy-eigfat  Years  of  Age,  Perry  near  forty,  and 
Brown  somewhat  less  than  twenty-four  Years  old,  at 
the  Time  of  their  Execution. 
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with  the  Love  of  Finery,  made  up  the  Circle  of 
took  up  her  thoughts,  the  Daughters  participatin 
their   Parents'  Tempers.     But  what  was  wond 
indeed,   the   Sons   were  honest,    sober,    indust] 
young  Men. 

In  the  Midst  of  all  this  Mirth  and  Splendouii 
Father  died,  and  left  them  all  totally  without  Sup 
other  than  their  own  Industry  could  procure  t] 
Slender  Provision  indeed !  Miss  Molly ^  the  el  i 
was  about  twenty-two  at  the  Time  of  her  Fatl 
^eath,  and  her  Sisters  were  each  of  them  youi^ 
than  her,  and  Alice  a  Year  younger  than  yenny,  \ 
about  Eighteen.  The  Mother  was  at  her  Wit's  e 
to  know  how  to  procure  a  Living  for  herself  j 
them  ;  but  an  old  Gentleman  in  one  of  the  Coll^ 
to  whom  Peter  had  been  very  useful,  and  who  th^ 
fore  attained  a  gratefqj  Sense  of  his  Service,  was 
kind  as  to  give  Fifty  Pounds  towards  putting  out ! 
Daughters ;  and  took  care  to  see  the  youngest,  A\ 
placed  with  a  Mantua-maker  in  London.  Molly  \ 
into  a  Consumption,  as  was  generally  said,  for  | 
Love  of  a  young  Gentleman,  who  used  to  spend  i 
Evenings  at  her  Fathers;  and  who  marrying 
young  Lady  of  suitable  Birth  and  Fortune  to  hi 
self,  was  retired  into  Shropshire,  yenny  ran  aw 
with  a  Servitor,  and  was  lost  to  her  Mother  and  \ 
Friends ;  so  that  Alice  had  it  in  her  Power  to 
tolerably  provided  for,  if  she  had  inclined  to  ha| 
lived  virtuously,  and  not  to  have  frustrated  the  Offt 
of  good  Fortune ;  but  she  was  wild  and  silly  frd 
her  Cradle,  bom  without  Capacity  to  do  Good  to  h^ 
self,  and  endued  only  with  so  much  Cunning  as  ser\'< 
her  to  ruin  others. 

The  first  Intrigue  she  had  after  her  coming  up  I 
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and  to  touch  the  Spinnet  with  an  agreeable  Air. 
In  short,  the  House  was  a  Mansion  of  Politeness  ; 
and  except  the  two  Brothers,  one  of  which  was  put 
•^ut  Apprentice  to  a  Carpenter^  and  the  other  to  a 
Shoemaker^  there  was  not  a  Person  to  be  seen  in  it, 
who  looked,  spoke,  or  acted  as  became  them  in  this 
Station  of  Life ;  but  it  is  necessarv  that  we  should 
come  to  a  more  particular  Description. 

Old  Peter,  their  Father,  was  a  Man  of  mean  Birth 
and    of  a   Sort  of  accidental   Education.     He  had 
lived    from   his  Youth  up  in  Oxford,  and  from  the 
Time    he   was  able   to  know  anything,   within  the 
Purlieus  of  a  Collie  ;  from  whence  he  had  gleaned 
a  few  Latin  Sentences,  Scraps  of  Poetry,  and  as  the 
Master-piece  of  his   Improvements,  had  acquired  a 
Knack  at  Punning.     All  these  mighty  Qualifications, 
were   bent   to  keeping  a  good  House,  and  drinking 
two  or  three  Quarts  of  strong  Ale,  accompanied  with 
a  Song,  and  two  or  three  Hours  scraping  at  Night 
The    Mother,    again,   was  the  last    Remnant   of  a 
decayed  Family  who   chained  its  Ruin  on  the  Civil 
Wars.     She   was   exceedingly   puffed-up   with   the 
Notions  of  her  Birth,  and  the  Respect  that  was  due 
to  a  Person  not  sprung  from  the  Vulgar.     Her  Edu- 
cation had  extended  no  farther  than  the  Knowledge 
of  Preserving,  Pickling,   and   making  Fricasees,   a 
pretty  exact   Knowledge   in   the   several  Kinds  of 
Points,  and  a  Judgment  not  to  be  despised,  in  the 
Choice  of   Lace,  Silks,  or  Ribbands.     She   affected 
Extravagance,  that  she  might  not  appear  mean,  and 
troublesomely  ceremonious,  that  she  might  not  seem 
to  want  good   Manners.     Clothes   for  herself    and 
Daughters,  a  good   Quantity  of   China,  and  some 
other  Exuberances  of  a  Fancy  almost  turned  mad 
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be  left  for  him  at  his  Masters  House  by  the  Penny- 
post,  moved  off  with  her  new  Gallant 

It  would  be  impossible,  should  I  attempt  it,  to  des- 
cribe the  Agony  the  poor  young  Fellow  was  in  at  the 
Receipt   of  Alices  Epistle,  in  which  she  told  him 
flady,   she  was  weary  of  him,  and  had  got  another 
Gallant,  and  if  he  pretended  to  look  after  her  or  give 
her  any  other  Uneasiness,  she  would  send  a  full  Ac- 
count of  ,all  things  to  his  Master.     This  the  Jilt  was 
Sensible   would  keep  him  quiet,  for  as  he  depended 
solely  on  his  Favour,  so  a  Story  of  this  sort  would 
have  inevitably  deprived   him   of  it    for  ever.     It 
answered  her  intent,  and  the  Force  he  put  upon  his 
Passions,  cost  him  a  severe  fit  of  Sickness.     Alice 
in   the   meanwhile  indulged  for  about  a  Week  with 
her  Irish  Captain,  at  the  End  of  which,  he  beat  her 
and  turned  her  out  of  Doors.     *Twas  in  vain  for  her 
to  talk  of  her  Goods  and  Clothes ;  the  Captain  had 
carried  her  amongst  a  set  of  his  Acquaintance,  who 
on    the  first  Quarrel  called  her  a  thousand  foolish 
English  Whores,  and  bid  her  go  back  to  her  yustices 
Clerk  again.     In  the  midst  of  her   Affliction,  with 
nothing    on    but  a  Linen   Gown,   and  about  three 
>hiUings  in  her  Pocket,  the  Watchman  on  coming  his 
Rounds,  found  her  sitting  on  the  Steps  at  the  door 
where  the  Captain  lodged.   H  e  asked  her  what  she  did 
there.     She  said  her  Husband  and  she  had  quarrelled 
and  he  had  shut  her  out    The  Watchman  was  going 
away  satisfied  with  the  Answer,  when  the  Captain 
called  out  at  the  Window,  told  him  she  was  a  Street- 
IValker,  and  bid  him  take  her  away.     The  Landlady 
confirmed  this,  and  the  Fellow  laying  fast  hold  on  her 
Shoulder,    compelled   her  to  go   with   him  to   the 
IVatch-hanse.     However  a  Shilling  procured  her  her 
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Liberty,  and  a  favourable  Report  to  the  Constable, 
that  she  was  a  honest  young  Woman,  who  had  the 
Mislortune  to  be  Married  to  an  ill  Husband,  who 
turncil  her  into  the  Street,  and  she  was  afraid  would 
not  suffer  her  to  come  in  again  that  NighL  Upon 
the  li(;»ring  of  this  the  CoastabU  bid  her  sit  down  by 
the  1  ire,  gave  her  a  Glass  of  Brandy,  and  promised 
her  she  should  be  as  safe  and  as  easy  as  die  Place 
woiikl  allow  her  for  that  Night,  but  unluckily  for 
.  ///<(■.  as  she  went  to  take  the  Glass  out  of  the 
dmsLibU's  Hand,  he  knew  her  Face,  and  the  next 
Morning  conducted  Mrs,  Alice,  much  against  her 
Will,  home  to  her  Mistress.  One  of  her  FelliyiA.'- 
Apf>rcniic€S  ran  with  the  News  to  the  yustice's,  and 
oni.'  "t  the  Daughters  whispered  it  in  Philip's  Ears. 
as  \\v  was  writing  a  Recognizance  in  the  yjislice's 
Book.  Philip  no  sooner  heard  it,  but  he  fell  down 
in  ;i  Swoon,  and  about  half  an  Hour  was  spent  before 
thev  cvmld  bring  him  again  to  himself.  The  young 
Ladv  who  had  played  him  the  Trick,  immediately 
quitted  the  Room,  and  he  upon  opening  his  Eyes 
and  I 'erceiving  her  gone,  pretended  it  was  a  sudden 
Fit,  and  that  he  had  been  used  to  them  when  a  Child. 
As  much  as  he  had  suffered  by  this  ungrateful  Woman, 
he  took  the  first  opportunity  to  go  to  a  Coffee-house 
within  a  Door  or  two  of  her  Mistress,  in  order  to 
learn  what  was  become  of  her.  There  was  but  one 
Person  in  the  Mantua-tnaker  s  House  who  had  been 
trusted  with  his  ever  having  visited  her  at  all,  and 
too  were  ignorant  that  she  had  ever  run  away 
him  ;  Philip  therefore  sent  for  his  Confidant, 
whom  he  received  information,  that  after  snivel- 
and  crying  for  an  Hour  or  two,  she  took  Ad- 
itage  of  being  left  alone  in  a   Parlour,  though  the 
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Door  was  locked,  and  getting  out  at  the  Window  into 
;he  Back-j-ard,  made  a  shift  to  scramble  over  the  Top 
•^f  the   House  or  Office  into  the  Court,  and  so  made 
her  Escape  to  the  Water-side,  where  her  Mistress 
found  she  had  taken  a  pair  of  Oars,  but  though  they 
followed  her  to  the  FaulconStairs,  yet  they  were  not 
able  to  retrieve  her.     Philip  at  this  News  was  ex- 
ceedingly grieved,  and  returned  home  again  very  dis- 
consolate on  this  Occasion.     Aliee  in  the  meantime 
lurked  about  in  St  Georges- Fields  till  Evening,  and 
then   crossing  the  Bridge,   walked  on   towards  St. 
yamess.       However  dirty  and  despisable  her  Dress, 
yet  as  she  had  a  verj'  pretty  Face,  and  a  very  engag- 
inij  Manner  of  Speaking  at  first  Sight,  she  drew  in  a 
Merchants  Book-keeper  as  she  walked  down  Cornhill, 
to  carrj'  her  to  a  certain    Tavern  at  the  Comer  of 
Bishopsgaie  Street,  where  after  a  good  Supper,  and  a 
botrie  or  two  of  Wine,  she  engaged  him  to  take  her  a 
Lodging,  and  by  Degrees  to  give  her  a  great  Deal  of 
fine  Clothes  ;  in  return  for  which  she  flattered  him  so 
gready,   that  he  grew  as  fond  of  her,  and  as  much  a 
Fool,  as  ever  Philip  had  been. 

In  the  meantime  her  Sister,  who  was  much  of  her 
Disposition,  had  been  turned  offby  the  young  Fellow 
she  had  run  away  with  from  Oxford,  and  in  a 
miserable  condition  had  trotted  up  to  Town,  in  order 
to  see  whether  she  could  have  better  Luck  with  an- 
other Gallant,  One  Night  as  she  was  strolling 
through  Leadenhall-street  m  her  X'^ocation,  she  saw 
her  Sister  Alice  and  the  Book-keeper  who  kept  her, 
^*alking  home  with  a  Servant,  and  a  Candle  and  a 
Lanthom  before  them.  Jenny  did  not  think  fit  to 
Speak  to  them,  but  dogging  them  privately  home, 
called  upon  her  Sister  the  next  Day,  and  was  mighty 
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wdl  received  The  Couple  now  took  every  Oppor- 
tunity (notwithstanding  the  allowance  of  the  BotfJk- 
keeper)  to  make  Alice  stroU  out  with  her  together. 
and  wandered  ahout  mightily  in  quest  of  Adventures. 
till  it  bc^;an  to  grow  towards  ten  o'CIock,  and  tii^e 
fear  of  a  Visit  from  her  Keeper,  drove  Alict  to  her 
Lodgings.  This  Trade,  without  any  remarkable  Ac- 
cident, was  practised  for  about  three  Months,  when 
on  a  sudden  the  Book-keeper  vanished,  and  Ait££ 
in  three  Weeks'  Time  heard  not  a  Word  of  him. 
This  threw  both  the  Sisters  into  a  heavy  Peck  of 
Troubles,  and  the  more  because  he  had  alwa)-s  kept 
it  a  Secret  in  whose  Family  he  lived,  and  went  to  the 
People  where  Alice  lodged  by  another  Name  than  his 
own.  However  they  got  Money  enough  by  Sparks 
they  picked  up  to  live  pretty  easily  together,  and  that 
no  Slisfortune  might  go  too  near  their  Hearts,  the)'  fel! 
to  drinking  of  Brandy  at  the  Rate  of  a  Quart  or  two 
a  Day.  It  seems  the  Woman  at  whose  House  the\' 
lodged  was  herself  given  to  Drinking,  and  so  by  treat- 
ing her  they  fell  into  the  same  Vice.  The  LMidlady 
in  return  was  might)'  Civil  to  them,  and  ever>-  now 
and  then  invited  them  down  Stairs  to  drink  wiUi  her. 
Onfr  Evening  when  they  were  below  Stairs,  there 
ha[j[jened  to  be  some  discourse  about  a  Trial  at  the 
Seisions-House,-vih£.Ttxifon  >4/^£  expressed  her  desire 
\  of  seeing  the  Trials,  and  her  Sister  agreeing  in  the 
"  Request  their  Landlady  agreed  to  carry  them  the 
next  Morning.  Accordingly  they  were  at  Sessions- 
House  by  the  time  the  Court  was  set ;  and  the  two 
young  Sluts  were  exceedingly  merry  at  the  wretched 
appearance  the  poor  Creatures  made  at  the  Bar;  ' 
wh(tn  in  the  midst  of  their  mirth,  a  Man  «'as  brought  I 
"-  "o  toplead  to  his  Indictment,  who  bad  only  a  Blanket    j 
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irrapped  over  his  Shirt  to  keep  him  from  the 
AVeather.  They  were  laughing  and  talking  to  some 
of  the  People  behind  them,  when  yenny  patted  her 
Sister  to  take  notice  of  what  the  ^Ian  was  charged 
with*  Alice  listened  and  heard' the  Indictment  read, 
which  was  for  breaking  open  an  Escritore  and  taking 
out  of  it  Xinety  Guineas,  two  Dianiand  Rings,  and  a 
Gold  Tweezer,  When  the  Clerk  had  done  Reading, 
the  Criminal  answered  with  a  low  Voice,  Not  Guilty, 
and  the  Keeper  thereupon  took  him  from  the  Bar. 
As  he  turned,  his  Face  being  towards  them,  Aliee 
saw  that  it  was  the  Book-keeper  who  had  lived  with 
her.  and  in  a  low  Voice  whispered  her  Sister,  as  I  hope 
to  live  it  is  our  Tom.  They  did  not  stay  much  longer, 
but  b^ran  to  consider  as  soon  as  they  got  home,  what 
was  to  be  done.  Alice  was  sensible  that  the  Tweezer 
Case  mentioned  in  the  Indictment  had  been  given  her, 
and  was  under  a  thousand  Frights  and  Fears  that  it 
should  be  discovered,  and  was  above  all,  wondrous 
careful  of  her  Landlady,  that  she  did  not  go  any  more 
to  the  Trials  that  Sessions.  The  Day  they  heard 
that  Sentence  was  passed,  Jatny  went  to  one  of  the 
Runners  at  Newgate,  and  giving  him  a  Shilling,  asked 
what  was  become  of  such  a  Person  :  the  Fellow 
answered  that  he  was  to  be  transported.  Jenny 
came  immediately  home  with  the  News  to  her  Sister; 
she  shed  a  few  Tears,  and  said  what  if  he  should  want 
in  Newgate  ?  Nay,  says  Jenny,  let  him  want  what  he 
will,  Tm  sure  you  shall  not  be  Fool  enough  to  Pawn 
your  Things  to  relieve  him,  and  as  her  Fit  of  com- 
passion was  soon  over,  so  they  determined  to  remove 
their  Lodgings,  for  Fear  if  he  were  under  Necessity 
(as  they  could  not  well  doubt  he  was,  considering 
the  Figure  he  made  at  his  Trial)  he  might  send  to  her. 
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But  they  needed  not  to  have  been  under  any  A  re- 
prehensions of  that  Sort,  for  Shame  and  Grief  haid 
brought  him  so  low,  that  the  Gaol  Distemper  seizing 
on  him,  he  died  the  same  Week  he  had  been  trieid 
and  the  Runner  to  whom  yenny  had  given  the 
Shilling,  remembering  her  Face,  stopped  her  in  tlie 
Street,  and  told  her  the  News.  When  Alice  heard  it 
she  pretended  to  fall  into  Fits,  and  express  Abund- 
ance of  Sorrow  and  Concern^  the  Sorrows  of  which 
were  not  however  so  deep,  but  that  Brandy  and  tw  > 
Days'  Time  effaced  them  so  well,  that  she  dresse^d 
in  the  best  Manner  she  was  able,  in  order  to  go  ot:t 
and  look  for  a  Spark. 

Unfortunately  for  her,  her  Amours  produced  th^r 
usual  Consequence,  a  loathsome  Distemper,  which 
seizing  about  the  same  Time  both  her  Sister  and  her- 
self, through  want  of  proper  Care  ruined  both  their 
Constitutions  ;  and  the  ill  Consequences  being  in- 
creased by  the  Use  of  improper  Food,  thej'  wer>; 
quickly  after  in  such  a  Condition  that  their  infamoes 
Trade  of  Prostilulion  fell  off  and  they  were  in 
Danger  both  of  Starving  ^siA  Rotting.  In  this  Dis- 
tress, they  knew  not  what  to  do,  till  at  last  speakin-^ 
with  an  old  Woman  whom  they  had  scraped  Ac- 
quaintance with,  she  readily  offered  them  the  use  of 
her  House,  and  to  engage  for  a  Surgeon^  who  should 
complete  their  Cure.  The  Sisters  were  overjoyed  at 
this,  and  in  a  Hurry  accepted  her  Offer,  removing 
themselves,  and  what  little  valuable  Moveables  thev 
had  the  next  Week.  The>'  were  received  with  great 
Courtesy  and  Kindness,  and  the  old  Woman,  from 
an  Acquaintance  of  three  Weeks,  assured  them  that 
they  were  no  less  dear  to  her,  than  if  they  had  been 
her  own  Daughters.      This  Treatment  continued  till 
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they  were  in  the  Height  of  a  Salivation,  and  then 
they  were  acquainted  with  Usage  of  another  Sort 
This  Distemper  was  very  expensive,  their  Course  of 
Physic  verj'  troublesome,  it  required  much  Attendance, 
they  were  Strangers  to  her,  and  so  by  Degrees  the 
c4d  Woman  got  from  them  most  of  the  Trinkets  they 
brought  with  them.  So  that  when  they  were  come  a 
Iitde  to  themselves,  and  nourishing  Food  was  re- 
quired to  restore  them  to  perfect  Soundness,  they  had 
no  Way  left  to  procure  it,  but  by  pawning  or  selling 
their  Clothes,  which  being  quickly  done,  and  the 
Money  spent.  Nakedness  and  Poverty  became  their 
Companions.  Thus  they  became  plunged  in  Miser)% 
and  exposed  to  the  daily  Insults  of  the  Bawd,  who 
treated  them  Cruelly,  now  she  had  them  absolutely  in 
her  Power.  Alice  was  so  uneasy  under  it,  that  having 
one  Night  got  a  few  clean  Things  about  her,  she 
resolved  to  venture  out  in  a  thin  linen  Gown,  to  see 
what  might  be  done,  to  free  them  from  these  Diffi- 
culties. She  had  not  got  lower  than  SotUhampton- 
street  in  the  Strand,  before  a  Gendeman  welldressed, 
though  much  in  Liquor,  invited  her  to  go  with  him 
to  his  Chambers.  He  carried  her  as  far  ^s  Essex 
Street^  and  then  turning  down  to  the  Temple,  brought 
her  into  Rooms  richly  furnished,  up  two  pair  of  Stairs. 
She  saw  nobody  that  he  had  to  attend  him,  but 
everything  seemed  in  exact  Order,  and  so  without 
farther  Ceremony,  to  bed  they  went  H  is  Weight 
of  Liquor  soon  forced  him  to  Sleep,  but  ^//r^  whose 
Head  was  full  of  the  Miseries  which  she  had  so  long 
gone  through,  arose,  and  put  on  her  Clothes.  Search- 
ing his  Pockets,  she  found  a  gold  Watch,  nineteen 
Guineas,  and  a  large  gold  Medal.  She  was  so  much 
surprised  with  the   Richness  of   the  Booty,  and  yet 
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this  being  her  first  Fact,  so  confounded  within  her^ 
self,  that  she  knew  not  well  what  to  do.     At  last  she 
with   great  Difficulty  forced  opened  the  Chamber- 
Door,  which  he  had  locked,  and  laid  the  Key  where 
she  could  not  find  it     Next  she  came  to  the  out^rard 
Door  of  the  Chambers,  in  which  the  Key  was,  and  so 
there   was  no  Difficulty  in  getting  out ;    but  then 
finding  it  impossible  to  shut  the  Door  after  her  i%'ith- 
out  locking  it,  she  even  did  so,  and  carried  away  the 
Key.      She  made  all  the  Haste  she  could  Home  to 
her  Landlady,    and   without  considering  the    Con- 
sequences, paid  her  six  Pounds  which  she  demanded, 
got  some  Clothes  out  of  her  Hands,  which  she  had 
retained  as  a  Security  for  the  Money.     Then  she  re- 
moved  with  her  Sister,  as  privately  as  she  could,  to 
an  Inn  in  Smithfieldy  and  from  thence,  the  next  Day. 
they  removed  to  a  little  Lodging  in  a  narrow  Lane  by 
St.  y antes  s,  where  downright  Fear  made  them  keep 
so  much  within  Doors,  that  they  had  almost  spent  all 
their  Money  in  six  Weeks  Time,  without  thinking  of 
any  Method  to  get  more.     At  last,  yenny,  as  being 
least   in   Danger,  equipped  herself  as  well  as  she 
could,  and  ventured  about  Nine  o'Qock  one  Evening 
into  the  Streets.      She  walked   about  for  half  an 
Hour,  without  meeting  with  any  Adventure,  but  at 
last   picked   up  an  innocent  Country  looking  Lad. 
They   had  not  gone  far  together  towards  a  Tavern, 
before  the  Constable  and  his  Body-  Guard  of  Watch- 
men surprised  and  hurried  them  away  to  Wood  Street 
Compter.     There  she  remained  till  the   next  Day, 
when  it  was  intimated  to  her,  that  if  she  could  pro- 
duce a  Couple  of  Guineas,  they  would   be  looked 
upon  as  good  Bail.    She  sent  privately  for  her  Sister 
Alice,   who  not  having  so  much  Money,   foolishly 
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offered  the  gold  Medal  as  a  Security.  Some  of  the 
Limbs  of  the  Law  thereabout  were  acquainted  with 
the  Gendeman  of  the  Teniple  who  lost  it,  and  it  being 
shewn  up  and  down  to  know  its  Value,  they  declared 
it  was  stolen ;  and  Alice,  instead  of  procuring  her 
Sister  s  Liberty,  was  forced  into  the  same  Prison,  and 
confined  with  her.  As  it  was  about  three  Weeks  to 
the  Sessions,  they  were  permitted  to  remain  at  the 
Compter  during  that  Time. 

This  was  a  deeper  Plunge  of  Misfortune  than  they 
had  ever  yet  known,  and  the  Fear  of  Hanging,  was 
so  strong,  that  Alice,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  resolved 
upon  making  an   Application  to  a  Person  to  whom 
otherwise  she  would  never  have  made  herself  known. 
Who  should  this  be,  but  Philip,  who  was  lately  mar- 
ried, but  still  did  the  Business  of  his  old  Master  the 
Jusdce,  and  therefore  was  always  to  be  met  with  a 
this  House,  though  he  had  now  got  a  litde  Place  upon 
which  he  was  capable  of  living  pretty  handsomely. 
Alices  Letter  reached  him  just  as  he  was  sitting  down 
to  Dinner.    The  surprise  he  was  in  was  so  great,  that 
it  could  not  be  hid  from  the  Company.     However  to 
cover  the   Cause   of  it,  he  pretended  that  it  brought 
him  News  of  a  Person  being  gone  off,  for  whom  he 
was  Bail,  and  which  obliged  him  not  to  lose  a  Minute 
in  going  to  see  what  might  be  done.     So  putting  on 
his  Hat,  and  entreating  some  Gendemen  who  were  at 
Table  with  him,  not  to  disturb  themselves,  for  he 
should   be   back  in   half    an    Hour,   away   he  went 
direcdy  to  the  Compter,  and  having  an  Influence  over 
the   People  in  Power  there,  he  prevailed  upon  them 
to  have  her  let  out  to  an  adjacent  Tavern.     The  Af- 
fliction she  had  gone  through  had  altered,  but  not  im- 
paired her  Beauty.    Philip,  as  ill  used  as  he  had  been 
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by  her,  could  not  forbear  bursting  into  Tears,  at  the 
Sight  of  the  miserable  Condition  in  which  she  was. 
As  soon  as  his  Surprise  was  over,  she  Acquainted 
him  with  the  true  Sta  te  of  the  Case,  and  begged 
his  Assistance  in  prevailing  on  the  injured  Gendeman 
to  soften  the  Prosecution.  He  promised  her  all  that 
was  in  his  power,  but  desired  to  know,  after  what 
Manner  she  intended  to  live,  in  Case  her  Libertj- 
could  ever  be  regained.  She  cried  and  promised  to 
work  hard  for  her  Bread,  rather  than  fall  into  that 
miserable  Plight  again  ;  and  then  told  him,  how  un- 
fortunately it  happened,  that  her  Sister  also  was  in- 
volved in  the  same  Calamity.  Philip,  at  parting, 
presented  her  with  a  Guinea,  and  told  her,  she  should 
have  the  same  every  Week,  while  she  remained  there, 
assuring  her  also,  that  he  would  not  fail  coming  to 
her  the  next  Day  at  Noon,  and  informing  her  of  the 
Temper  in  which  he  found  her  Antagonist.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  Templer  was  Philip's  indmate  Ac- 
quaintance, and  had  a  Seat  near  his  Father's  House 
in  the  Country.  Philip  told  him  the  Truth  of  the 
Story,  and  how  he  came  to  interest  himself  so  far  in 
the  Affair.  The  Gentleman  was  not  hard  to  be  pre- 
vailed on,  and  said  he  did  not  conceive  it  would  be  of 
any  Service  to  the  Women  to  let  them  be  set  at 
Liberty,  considering  the  Course  of  Life  they  would 
be  obliged  immediately  to  fall  into  for  Bread.  That 
for  liis  part,  he  inclined  rather  to  procure  them 
Liberty  to  transport  themselves  ;  and  that  they  might 
not  Ije  destitute  in  a  strange  Country,  he  was  not 
averse,  notwithstanding  his  Loss,  to  give  them  some- 
thing towards  putting  them  in  a  Condition  of  getting 
Livelihood  when  they  came  over.  Philip 
ily  agreed  to  this,  though  he  was  fearful  of  its 
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:  roving  an  Expedient  litde  agreeable  to  the  Women* 
However,  the  next  Day,  when  he  went,  he  sent  for 
iem  both  to  the  Tavern,  and  proposed  it  ;  when  to 
:i.s  great  Wonder,  Alice  said  it  was  the  most  agree- 
ir-ic  Thing  that  could  have  befallen  her.     She  was 
N:2i^Ie  of  the  Manner  in  which  she  had  lived,  in  her 
Tiadve  CountT)',  and  of  the  Difficulty  there  would  be 
i  her  amending  here ;  and  though  her  Sister  Jenny 
^iras  at  first  verj*  averse,  she  yet  quickly  brought  her 
:.*  be  as  complying  as  herself,  and  to  wish  nothing 
zx)re  than  the  Possibility  of  living  honest  in  any  of 
ne  Plantations.      Philip  carried  this  News  at  Night 
10  the  Temple^  and  the  Gentleman  there,  who  was  a 
Cieat    Humourist,   was    so    much   taken   with  the 
Temper  and  Spirit  of  Alice,  that  he  would  needs  see 
her  again,  and   thereupon  accompanied  Philip  the 
2t:xt  Day  to  the  Place  of  her  Confinement      There 
t:\-erything  was  soon  setded,  the  Tempter  procured 
neir  Dischai^ge,  put  them  to  board  at  a  House  which 
be  could  command,  and  bargained  with  a  Captain  of 
a  Xe^^Eftgland  Vessel  for  their  Passage  thither,  not 
as  for  Persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  any  Misdeeds 
here,  but  as  of  young  Women  of  good  Families,  who 
were  unwilling  to  go  to  Service  here,  and  have  there- 
fore got   their   Friends   to  raise  as  much  Money  as 
would  send  them  over   there,  where  perhaps  diey 
might  meet  with  better  Fortune.     In  short,  their  two 
Ecsefactors    furnished    them    with  Things   to   the 
Amount  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  accompanied  them 
niemselves  on  Board  the  Vessel,   and  recommended 
them  to  the  Captain,  with  as  much   Earnestness  as  if 
thev  had  been  their  near  Relations.     Comincr  in  this 
Light  into  the  Colonies  abroad,  they  were  received 
widi  great  Hospitalit)%  and  treated  with  much  Kind- 
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ness  and  Respect ;  and  in  fine,  after  remaining  here 
about  half  a  Year,  fane  married  a  Gentleman  of  a3 
good  Fortune  as  any  in  the  Country,  and  her  Sister. 
not  long  after,  had  the  same  Luck,  fane  did  n<_-t 
indeed  survive  it  long ;  but  Alice  outlived  her  first 
Husband,  and  marrjing  a  Second,  returned  into 
England,  where  she  is  still  Living  in  as  much  respect 
and  esteem  as  any  Gentlewoman  in  the  Countj" 
where  she  inhabits. 

An  Account  of  the  horrid  Murder  of  Mr.  Widding- 
ton  Xy^rhy,  committed  in  his  Chambers  in  the  Temple 
on  the  nth  of  April  i^zj.for  which  one  Henr\' 
Fisher  was  appre/teuded  and  committed  to  T!i&K^X£. 
from  whence  he  escaped. 

H  E  deceased  Mr.  Darby  was  a  young  Gen- 
tleman who  made  an  extraordinar)*  good 
Appearance  in  the  World.  He  wore  gene- 
rally fine  Rings,  rich  Snuff-Boxes,  and  an 
extraordinary  Gold-Watch  about  him.  These  Things 
possibly  tempted  a  needy  Person  of  his  Acquaintance 
to  be  guilty  of  that  barbarous  Murder,  which  was 
committed  upon  him.  He  lived  in  the  Chambers 
belonging  to  Sir  George  Cooks  Office  in  the  Temple. 
His  Servant  lived  in  another  Place,  and  went  home 
ever)-  Night,  and  it  happened  the  Night  before,  or 
rather  in  that  wherein  he  was  murdered,  that  Mr. 
yarhy  had  a  good  deal  of  Company  with  him,  who 
ipping  late,  they  did  not  go  away  until  Eleven 
k,  when  Mr.  Darby's  Servant  also  retired  to  his 
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Lxxl^nors,  The  next  Morninof,  beinof  Tnesdaw  about 
Nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Darby  was  found  dead  in  the 
viid  Office,  his  Skull  penetrated  with  a  Pistol  Ball, 
his  Ear  and  Hand  cut,  his  Rings,  Watch,  and  other 
valuables  taken  away,  besides  his  Escritore  broken 
^•i^n,  and  his  Money  and  Linen  taken  from  thence. 
The  next  Day  the  Coroners  Inquest  sat  thereon,  but 
i'cingrable  to  make  no  Discovery  of  the  Murder,  they 
:houijht  fit  to  adjourn  Sine  die,  as  soon  as  the  Coroner 
had  made  an  Order  for  the  Interment  of  his  Corpse, 
which  was  done  accordingly  in  a  X'^ault  in  the  Church 
>f  Sl  Andrezos,  Holborn.  Some  Time  passtid  be- 
tVe  any  Light  was  got  into  this  Afifair ;  at  length 
Mr.  Moody,  who  had  been  upon  the  Coroners  In- 
•juest  which  had  sat  on  the  Body  of  Mr.  Darby,  re- 
ceived Information  that  one  Fisher,  who  had  been  in 
\cT\  bad  Circumstances,  and  as  an  Acquaintance, 
had  been  relieved  by  the  deceased  Mr.  Darby,  was 
a!l  of  a  sudden,  since  the  Commission  of  the  Alurder 
"bserved  to  have  a  great  deal  of  Money,  and  had  paid 
'^ome  Debts  which  had  been  troublesome  to  him,  and 
Has  observed  to  have  some  valuable  Thin^rs  about 
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him  which  had  never  been  seen  before.  These  Cir- 
camstances  appearing  altogether  very  suspicious,  Mr. 
.•A>.v/v  acquainted  ^Ir.  York  with  it,  who  had  been 
vcr\-  assiduous  in  taking  all  Measures  possible  for 
the  Discover)'  of  this  horrid  Assignation.  He  falling 
readily  into  Mr.  Moody  s  Opinion,  they  agreed  to- 
^'cther,  that  the  likeliest  Method  to  find  out  the  truth 
was  to  go  to  Mr.  Willoughby,  who  was  Fishers 
I-andlord,  and  known  to  be  a  very  honest  Man. 
Accordingly  they  went  to  him  to  a  Tavern  in  South- 
'^mpton  Street,  where  they  understood  he   was,  and 
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falling  into  Discourse  about  Mr.  Darby's  Murder, 
they  insinuated  to  him  the  Suspicions  they  had  of  his 
Lodger.  It  seems  Mr.  Willoughby  was  not  withoLi: 
some  Jealousy  before  they  spoke,  and  therefore: 
acquainted  them  that  he  was  now  out,  and  tha; 
it  was  a  proper  Time  for  them  to  go  and  search 
his  Box.  which  Mr.  York  readily  agreed  to  do  ;  and 
having  locked  themselves  into  the  House  to  prevent 
any  surprise,  they  then  broke  it  open,  and  found  in  it 
a  Pair  of  loaded  Pistols  and  a  dark  Lantern.  Mr. 
Willoitghby,  while  Mr.  York  and  Mr.  Moody  were 
looking  on  these  Things,  broke  open  another  Box. 
and  found  in  it  the  Top  and  Bottom  of  a  Snuff  Box. 
a  Vizard  Mask,  and  a  pair  of  laced  Ruffles.  The 
Remains  of  the  Snuff-box  Mr.  York  knew  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Deceased,  and  he  had  reason  to 
suspect  the  Ruffles  also  to  have  been  his  ;  so  that  it 
was  immediately  agreed  to  go  before  the  Honourable 
Sir  William  Thompson,  in  order  to  procure  a 
Warrant  There  they  made  an  Affidavit  of  the 
several  Circumstances  attending  their  Discovery, 
and  Sir  William,  upon  the  Examination  also  of  a 
Lady,  who  produced  a  piece  of  Lace  before  she  had 
seen  the  Ruffle,  and  declared  that  if  it  were  Mr. 
Darby  s  it  must  tally  therewith,  which  on  a  Com- 
parison it  did  very  exactly,  a  Warrant  was  accor- 
dingly granted.  It  appeared  also  at  the  same  Time. 
upon  the  Oath  of  Mr.  Willoughby,  that  the  Day 
Mr.  Darby  was  Murdered,  Fisher  borrowed  half  a 
Crown  of  him  to  pay  his  Washer  Woman,  and  was 
the  utmost  Necessity  for  Money.  A  Woman 
ire  a  Person  very  like  Fislur  was  hovering  about 
Darby's  Chambers  the  Xight  the  Murder  wai^ 
mitted  ;    and    it    was   proved  by    the    Oath    of 
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inodier  Person  that  Fisher  caine  not  to  his  Lodginor 
until  two  o'clock  on  Tuesday  Mominof,  on  which  Mr. 
pjirinr  \i-as  found  murdered.  About  Eight  o'Clock 
i  Porter  came  and  informed  Fis/ier  of  Mr.  Darby  s 
:^ing  murdered,  at  which  he  shewed  litde  Concern, 
irJ  locked  himself  up  for  some  Hours.  Things 
being  thus  over  at  Sir  ]Villiam  Thompsons^  ^lr. 
tViU^mghby^  Mr.  York^  and  Mr.  Moody,  returned  to 
i:5  Lodgings.  About  two  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  he 
rime  in,  and  they  seized  him,  having  a  Constable 
md  proper  Assistance  for  tliat  Purpose.  On  Sunday 
*:  Xoon  he  was  carried  before  Sir  William  Thompson 
ia  order  to  be  examined,  when  he  said  : 

That  about  the  latter  End  of  the  Week  in  which 
Mr.  Darby  was  murdered,  as  he  was  passing  through 
Lincoln  s-Inn-Fields  about  four  in  the  Afternoon,  he 
:  ok  up  under  the  Wall  of  Lincoln  s-Inn  Gardens  a 
^hite  paper  Parcel,  in  which  were  contained  several 
iino[s  of  cnreat  \'alue  belonHno[  to  the  Deceased. 
Some  of  the  Diamonds  he  acknowledged  he  sold  to 
i  Jeweller  in  Pater  Xoster  Roic  for  ten  Guineas  ;  the 
V.'atch  he  pawned  for  nine  Guineas  to  a  Person  at  a 
Brasiers  in  Bond  Street,  and  sold  the  Gold  Chain  and 
Stvivels  to  a  Person  in  Lombard  St  net.  He  abso- 
lutely denied  all  Knowledge  of  the  Murder,  and  said 
a:  the  Time  it  happened,  he  was  at  a  Billiard  Table 
in  Duke  Street^  St,  harness.  When  taken,  there 
was  found  upon  him  two  of  Mr.  Darby  s  Rings  widi 
the  Stones  taken  out,  wrapped  up  in  a  Paper  with 
ius  Seal,  the'  Arms  of  which  were  taken  out ;  and  on 
these  Circumstances  he  was  committed  to  \e:i'i^ate. 

Soon  after  this  the  Coroner  granted  his  Warranty 
and  an  Order  being  thereupon  obtained  from  the 
Commons,  Mr.  Darby  s  Body  was  taken  up,  and  his 
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Head  opened  by  an  eminent  Surgeon,  in  the  Presenc*: 
of  several  Persons,  who  found  a  large  lacerated 
Wound  on  the  Head  of  Mr.  Darby,  near  the  left 
Ear,  the  temporal  Bone  on  that  side  being  verj'  much 
fractured,  several  pieces  of  which  stuck  in  the  Brain 
on  the  same  side.  He  found  likewise  the  temporal 
Bone  on  the  other  side,  exactly  opposite,  broken,  th*^ 
pieces  thereof  were  not  removed  from  their  places.  I 
but  easily  removed  upon  his  attempting  to  take  them  | 
away.  He  took  out  the  Brain,  and  the  Bullet  drop-  ! 
ped  upon  the  Pillow  which  lay  upon  the  Ground  un- 
der his  head.  It  appeared  upon  comparing  the  said 
Bullet  taken  out  of  the  Head,  with  some  other 
Bullets  found  in  Custody  of  Henry  Fisher,  at  that 
Time  in  Nez-'gate  on  Suspicion  of  the  Murder,  that  i: 
seemed  to  have  been  cast  in  the  same  Mould,  and 
when  weighing  it  with  one  of  these  Bullets,  it  wa= 
very  little  lighter,  and  fitted  the  Bore  of  one  of  the 
Pistols  found  in  Fisher  s  Custody,  even  that  Pistol 
which  by  some  signs  looked  as  if  it  had  been  dis- 
charged, though  afterwards  loaded  again. 

This  Fisher  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  Clothier  in 
the  West  of  England,  who  had  sent  him  to  Londott, 
and  put  him  out  Clerk  to  an  Attorney,  and  had  done 
everything  in  his  Power  which  he  was  able,  and 
which  was  reasonable  to  do  ;  but  FisherhfL\n^  extra-  ■ 
vagant,  lived  far  bejond  the  Rate  which  was  consis- , 
tent  with  the  Supplies  he  received  from  his  Father, 
so  that  when  pressed  by  his  Necessities,  he  had  often 
appHi'I  1')  Mr.  Darby  for  Relief,  When  in  Newgate 
he  aft'i;ctc-d  a  most  unseasonable  Gaiety  and  L'ncon- 
Cemedness  in  his  Behaviour,  although  the  Circum- 
rVtances  were  so  strong  gainst  him,  as  occasioned  it 
"to  prevail  as  the  general  Opinion  that  he  would  be 
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rcnvicted.  However,  he  and  the  famous  Ro<rer 
\  .ijft>\»//  took  Advantage  of  the  Workmen  labouring 
■  a  the  Cells  which  were  then  Building ;  and  by  break- 
i*:^  a  Hole  through  a  place  done  up  only  with  lath  and 
t'laster,  they  got  down  one  of  the  Workmen's 
I-adders,  and  so  made  their  Escape,  yohnsoti  was 
ar'terwards  retaken  and  tried  for  breakinof  Prison,  but 
d.'lx-*ging  it  was  done  by  Fisher,  he  was  accjuitted,  and 
:Ms  Henry  Fisher,  the  supposed  Murderer  of  Mr. 
l^arbw  was  never  heard  of  afterwards. 
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Bretiirr. 

iHOUGH  Vices  are  undoubtedly  the  chief 
Instruments  that  bring  unhappy  Persons  to 
that  lofnominious  Death  which  the  Law  hath 
appointed  for  enormous  Offences  yet  it  often 
happens  to  young  Persons  especially  that  Folly 
rather  than  Wickedness  brings  them  first  into  the 
Road  of  Ruin,  in  which,  led  on  by  delusive  Hopes, 
they  continue  to  run  until  a  disastrous  P^ate  over- 
takes them  and  puts  an  End  at  once  to  their  vicious 
Race  and  to  their  Lives,  of  which  the  Criminal, 
whose  Memoirs  at  present  employ  our  Pen,  is  such 
an  Example  as  1  hope  while  its  Relation  entertains,  it 
niay  ako  instruct  my  Readers  to  avoid  his  Errors. 

This  unfortunate  Man  was  the  Son  of  reputable 
and  honest  Parents,  in  the  Town  of  />V/«;;;'-y,  in  the 
Count)-  of  Lineoln.  Their  Circumstances  were  such 
as  enabled  them  to  give  him  an  Education,  and  the 
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Desire  they  had  of  doing  everything  that  was  pos- 
sible for  their  Son,  inclined  them  not  to  be  wantin:; 
in  this  particular.  His  Mother  was  fond  of  him  to  a 
Fault,  and  by  her  Indulgence  being  permitted  to  run 
up  and  down  amongst  young  People  of  his  own  A^e. 
riding  cross  the  Country  to  Friends,  and  other  Ui- 
versionsof  a  like  Nature,  he  lost  all  Liking  to  thin;,-^ 
of  a  serious  Nature,  and  without  thinking  how  to 
procure  the  necessaries  of  Life,  was  altogether  t3k4!:ri 
up  in  enjoying  those  Pleasures  to  which  he  had  the 
greatest  Inclination.  In  the  Midst  of  this  pleasant 
Situation  of  Things,  at  least  as  it  appeared  to  him  a: 
that  Time,  the  Prospect  was  darkened  by  the  Deai.h 
of  his  Mother.  His  Father  retained  for  him  a  dctr 
paternal  Affection,  but  had  no  Notion  of  permittin:; 
him  to  go  on  in  the  Life  he  led,  and  therefore  to 
brrak  him  of  that,  as  well  as  to  make  him  acquatnteii 
with  an  honest  Method  of  getting  his  Living,  he  put 
him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Baker  in  Hull.  But  as 
kindness  seemed  of  all  things  the  most  Fatal  to  thla 
unhappy  Man,  so  the  Acquaintance  and  Friendship 
which  his  Master  had  for  Cormvalls  Family,  be- 
came a  new  Means  of  leading  htm  into  Misfortune  ; 
for  he  treating  the  young  Man  rather  with  a  Tender- 
ness due  to  a  Son,  than  that  Severity  which  is  usuaJlv 
practised  towards  .Apprentices  and  .Servants,  gave  hi.'n 
an  Opportunity  of  renewing  his  old  Course  of  Life, 
and  instead  of  inclining  him  to  behave  in  a  Manner 
which  might  deser\-e  such  Lenity,  gave  htm  on  the 
contrary  Occasion  frequently  to  abuse  it  by  running' 
from  one  Dancing-lwut  and  .\rerry-making  toanoihcr 
without  the  least  care  of  his  Masters  Business,  who 
out  of  downright  affection  forbore  to  restrain  his 
iFotlies  with  that  Harshness  which  dicy  deserved,  and 
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which  any  other  Person  would  have  used.  At  length 
having  acquired  so  great  a  habit  of  Laziness,  and  so 
^trong  an  Aversion  to  Business,  that  he  found  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  live  longer  in  the  Country,  he 
even  came  up  to  Lotidou,  that  great  Receptacle  of 
those  who  are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  live  any- 
where else.  Here  he  got  into  the  Service  of  several 
Persons  of  worth,  as  a  Footman,  and  discharged  his 
Duty  well ;  indeed  it  was  a  kind  of  Life  which  of  all 
others  suited  him  best,  and  he  obtained  a  tolerable 
Reputation,  whereby  he  got  into  the  Service  of  one 
Mr.  Fenwick,  a  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  Here  it  was 
that  through  Desire  of  abounding  in  Money,  he 
either  drew  in  others,  or  was  drawn  in  himself,  to 
commit  that  Crime  Avhich  cost  him  his  Life,  It 
seems  that  in  Mr.  Fenwkk's  Family,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  Plate  used,  which  stood  in  a  Buffet,  This 
tempted  Cornxvally  and  it  is  very  likely  gave  him  the 
first  Notion  of  attempting  to  rob  the  House,  in  which 
Project,  when  he  had  once  formed  it,  he  resolved  to 
take  in  one  Rivers^  a  debauched  Companion  of  his, 
as  Partner. 

This  Rivers  was  certainly  easily  enough  prevailed 
on  to  join  in  the  Commission  of  the  Fact,  and  after 
several  Meetings  to  consult  upon  proper  Measures, 
Rivers  at  last  proposed  that  their  Scheme  should  be 
put  in  Execution,  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  that  he 
might  the  more  perfectly  conceive  how  it  was  to  be 
managed  he  w^ent  home  with  Cormoall,  and  looked 
upon  the  House.  Soon  after  this,  they  held  their  last 
Consultation,  and  Cormvall  saying  to  Rivers,  that  he 
must  bring  some  other  Person  to  assist  him.  Rivers 
made  choice  of  one  Girst,  and  coming  with  him  at 
the  appointed  Hour,,  Comical/  in  his   Shirt   opened 
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the  Door,  and  let  them  in.  In  the  Buffet,  therr 
stixxJ  a  Candle  li;;hted  in  a  silver  Candlestick,  t  ■- 
which  they  were  directed  to  the  Rest  of  the  Plaitr 
which  as  sr»on  as  they  had  taken  oat,  they  placed  aJI 
to;.;ether  upon  the  Carpet,  and  fell  next  to  rirlln^  Mr. 
Fcni^'ick-s  Bureau,  and  took  out  a  i^reat  Ouantiry* 
of  Linen,  a  Ladj's  laced  Head,  the  Tea  Equipa^T. 
and  two  silver  Canisters.  Then  making  it  up  into  ^ 
Bundle,  it  was  carried  to  Hiiers  Lfjdj^in^s  in  /  'ine-:^j.r- 
Yard.  Drtiry  Latu.  All  this  could  not  be  per- 
formed with  s*^>  little  Noise  as  not  to  disturb  \r.i 
Family.  Mr.  Fcni<ick  himself  heard  the  Xoise,  beir^- 
awakened  hy  his  Wife,  who  had  heard  it  for  so.t.-- 
time  but  it  cei->in;f.  they  fell  asleep  ac;ain,  until  one  <:  \ 
his  Servants  came  up  in  the  Mornincf.  and  told  h;> 
Master  that  the  House  had  been  robL»ed.  the  Plate 
taken  away,  and  a  Window-  in  the  back  Parlour  Ic:': 
ojK:n,  atxjut  which,  as  lie  could  obser\'e  no  Marks  >  :" 
\'ioience,  he  was  led  to  suspect  it  was  opened  by 
sometxKly  in  the  Family;  \.\\yi}n  which  Coritz,.all 3T.I 
a  .Maid  in  the  House  were  immediately  thou^'ht  to 
have  a  Hand  in  it  However,  as  there  was  no  Son 
of  Proof.  Mr.  Feni^iek  forlx>re  seizinj^  them  at  thai 
Time,  and  contented  himself  with  advertising  his 
Plate  ;  which  .Advertisement  cominjf  into  the  Hands 
of  a  Pa-u-nbrokcr,  to  whom  a  Part  of  it  had  beer 
pledj'cd,  he  immediately  j^^ave  Notice,  that  it  was 
pawned  to  him  b\-  one  Rkers.  A  Warrant  bein,;; 
upon  this  obtained  for  the  .Searching  of  River  s 
nijs.  a  Note  was  there  found,  directed  to 
rj-  Rivers.  Glover,  in  Guy's  Court.  I  'ine^ar 
Drury  Leiue.  in  which  were  these  Words  : 
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Dear  Tom, 

Lei  me  see  yon  at  si^rn   o  Clock  lo  viornnc  Morpthto\ 
lit  the  Postern  Spring,  Tower  Hill,  besnrc. 

Joshua  Cornwall. 

Upon  this,  Cornzcall  was  immediately  taken  up, 
and  Girst  readily  made  himself  an  Evidence.  In  a 
few  Days  after.  Sessions  coming  on,  yos/ma  Corn- 
uall  afid  Thomas  Rivers,  were  indicted  for  burgla- 
riously breaking  the  House  of  Nicholas  Fcnioick, 
Esq  ;  and. taking  thence  divers  Pieces  of  Plate,  to 
the  Value  of  eighty-five  Pounds,  nineteen  Shillifigs, 
Holland  Shirts  to  the  \'alue  of  ticenty  Ponmis,  and 
other  Goods  of  the  said  Mr.  Femcick,  on  the  8th 
day  of  Septanber,  1730,  which  indictment  being  fully 
proved,  the  Jury  found  Thomas  Rivers  guilty  diere- 
of :  but  being  dubious,  whether  considering  yoshna 
Connoall,  as  a  Serx-ant  within  the  House  of  Mr. 
Feftu*iek,  could  be  properly  convicted  of  burglariously 
Breaking  into  his  said  Masters  House,  they  found 
their  Verdict  as  to  him  special;  which  the  Judges 
having  considered,  they  were  unanimously  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Crime  was  in  its  Nature  a  BnrHarvx 
whereupon,  at  the  following  Sessions  at  the  Old 
liailey,  the  Criminal  was  brought  to  the  Bar,  and 
Ix^ing  acquainted  with  their  Lordships'  Opinion,  re- 
ceived Sentence  of  Death. 

Under  Conviction,  he  behaved  himself  with  great 
Penitence,  and  said  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  many 
of  those  atrocious  Crimes,  commonly  practised  by 
such  as  come  to  that  fatal  End,  whither  his  folly  had 
led  him.  At  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  with  great 
ler\'ency  justified  the  Character  of  a  young  Woman, 
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who  had  lived  Fellow  Servant  with  him  at  Mr. 
Fenwklcs,  when  he  committed  the  Robberj'  for  which 
he  died.  He  declared,  as  he  was  a  dying  Man,  that 
she  was  not  in  the  least  privy  to  the  Injury  done  hex 
Master,  and  that  he  had  no  other  than  an  acquaintance 
with  her,  without  either  having  or  attempting  any 
criminal  Conversation  with  her.  Having  done  this 
Justice,  he  seemed  to  die  with  much  Composure, 
in  the  22nd  Year  of  his  Age,  on  the  23rd  of 
December,   1 730. 


Tlu  Lifeof  John  Turner,  alias  Civil  John,  High- 
wayman, &c. 

N  E  of  the  most  dangerous  Passions  which 
can  enter  the  Breast  of  young  People, 
though  at  the  same  Time  it  be  one  of  the 
most  common,  is  the  Love  of  Finery,  and  a 
mean  and  foolish  Ambition  of  being  better  dressed 
than  becomes  their  Station,  in  Hopes  of  imposing; 
themselves  upon  the  World,  for  Persons  of  much 
higher  Rank  than  they  really  are.  This  inconsiderate 
ridiculous  Pride  brings  along  with  it  such  a  numerous 
Train  of  ill  Consequences,  as  of  Necessity  make  the 
Person  inflamed  by  it  unhappy,  and  often  miserable 
lor  Lif'-.  In  the  Case  now  before  us,  it  was  still 
more  lata!,  by  adding  a  violent  and  ignominious 
,th.  yohn  Turner  was  the  Son  of  a  Person  in 
ible  Circumstances,  in  the  County  of  Cornwad. 
he  received  an  Education  proper  for  that  Con- 
m  of  Life  in  which  he  was  likely  to  pass  through 
world.     His  Father  was  a  Man  of  good  Sense. 
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and  of  a  behaviour  much  more  courteous  and  genteel 

than  is  usual  among  Persons  of  ordinary'  Condition, 

in  a  CountN'  so  remote  from  London.     He  was  ex- 

iremely  desirous  that  his  Son  should  in  this  Respect 

be  like  him,  and  therefore  continually  cautioned  him 

of  falling  into  that  boorish  Manner  of  behaving^  which 

is  natural  to  uneducated  Cloit^nSy  and  makes  them 

>hocking  to  ever)'body  but  themselves,     yohn  was 

very  compliant  in  this  Respect  with   his   Fathers 

Temper,  and  being  put  out  Apprentice  to  a  Peruke- 

Majt^r,  his  obliging  Carriage  endeared  him  so  much, 

not  only  to  his  master  and  the  Family,  but  also  to  the 

Gentlemen  on  whom  as  Customers  to  the  Shop  he 

sometimes  waited,  that  they  took  a  peculiar  liking  to 

the  Boy,  and  were  continually  gfiving  him  Money,  as  a 

Re>\'ard  for  his  Dihgence  and  Assiduity.     But  fohns 

obliging  Temper  took  a  Turn  verj-  fatal  to  himself, 

as  well  as  ver)-  litde  suspected  by  his  Friends  and 

Relations ;  for  having  been  made  use  of  by  some 

voung  Sparks  at  Exeter,  the  Place  where  he  served 

his  Time,  to  carrj'  Messages  to  their  Mistresses,  he 

trum   thence  conceived  so  strong  an  Inclination  to 

become  a  Bean  and  a  Gallant,  that  in  order  to  do  it 

he  broke  open  his  Master  s  Escrttore,  and  took  away 

a  considerable  Sum  of  Money,  with  which  he  came 

vip  to  London.     He  went  to  live  as  a  Journeyman 

widi  an  eminent  Pernke-Maker  at  the  Conrt  End  of 

the   Town,  where  his  easy  and  obsequious  Temper 

made  him  ver}-  agreeable  to  ever>body,  and  his  Be- 

haxnour  was  so  just  and  open,  that  nobody  had  a 

In^tter  Character  in  the  Neighbourhood  than  himself. 

Yet  he  was  far  from  giving  over  those  Extravagances, 

the  earnest  Desire  of  committing  which  had  brought 

him  up  to  Town  ;  for  nobody  in  his  Station  made  so 
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handTom-;  a  M^ip:  a.s  Mr.  Turner.  His  Ax'"  .r- 
with  til';  W<)u'.--i  u':re  ver\'  numerous,  iho'ju.-h  .  .: 
of  a  I'ojat  of  Hor.our  he  was  careful  enou^'h  in  -tr.  :-:.i- 
vrjurlri/  to  cor,cf:al  tr.em  :  but  a.^  they  natjra^ly  !  . - 
him  ir.ro  an  ex;y^rn-.:vf;  Way  of  Living,  which  wha:  .  -= 
j;ot  \.\  hin  'I  raJe  cojld  in  no  Dfc^Tee  5i:pLort.  r  = 
fo!in'l  h;ir;v;!f  fjuickly  <i\,\\'^*-A  to  take  new  Nleth'-'-. 
an'i  th'ii;.;;U  none  vi  conciv;  and  convenient  as  i;o:"_ 
ii[jon  the  koa'i,  whifih  he  did  for  some  Time,  wiih  .: 
l!nj  li;i-^t  Sij>i,;c:on.  ^^rhavin;^  himv^lf  towari-i  th  — 
whom  he  \u\a^A  with  s!ich  Gentieness  ar.i  ,::•■- 
Manr.'Ts.  j,;Ut;n^  hi->  Hat  into  the  Coach,  lal;:'^' 
what  MoTvy  tliey  lhou;^hl  fit  to;^ive  him  :  nay,  sorr-- 
tim<-.  p-iiirnin;^  a  Part  of  it,  if  the  Dress  or  Aspect  ' 
lh(;  l''T->on  '^.w:  him  tit<>xr\  to  su>[h:cI  that  their  War.:? 
W'.Tc  as  i;n_at  as  hi-. :  from  which  extraordinary.- 
Conduct  he  obtained  the  Name  oi  Civil  jfohn.  i  ;. 
whirh   li<:  was  well   known    to   the    SUigc-Coachmi: 

II  'mxtinrrs.  and  other  snch  Persons,  who  traveiled  ir.i 
ll'K/rru  Kniii.  Common  hame,  which  ordina-'.;. 
miitliph'-^  the  Advtntiins  of  Men  of  his  Hrofesvf.  r. 
Iind  cirnil.ind  a  Mulliliid';  of  .Stories  alxiuthim  whic". 
had  not  ilic  Irast  l-onndation  in  Fact,  and  served  cc' . 

III  m.ik<-  the  [XHif  Man  m<irc  remarkable,  and  cor.--- 
qtii-ntly  th'-  ni')re';i-.ily  to  be  Uiken.  which  was  acc^Ti:- 
iiii;ly  thu  I'.iiVcl  of  ihnsi.-  f<«ili^h  Encomiums  which 
ihi:  \'ulj.;ar  iH-stowiti  njxm  S"  ;4t.nttcl  a  Kobber.  Ir: 
about  six  \»  ■  I  ks  after  he  had  Liken  to  l]iis  unfortun .;:•.- 

o)  I  \\'-.  and  vii  [>reM.rved  an  unstained  Kej  l;- 

1  in  ih'    \eiL;hl"'i]rhn<>d  where  he  lived,  he  h..- 

ndil  for  a   KobKry  committed  on  one  Mr. 

I  V  luim  he  lO'  'k  but  an  incon^iderab'.e  "Smvt. 

^Fa<  t  li'in^  cKarly  proved  a;^ain>l  him  at  ih-- 

at   the    i^.\!/'.!::'.T.   he  was  convicted. 
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and  having  no  Relations  capable  of  making  Interest 
sufficient  to  obtain  a  Reprieve,   he  lost  all  hopes  of 
Life.      Under  Sentence  he  conducted  himself  with 
much  Calmness,  Penitence,  and  Resignation,  confess- 
inix   the  Truth  of  that  Char^re  which  had  been  laid 
a^^inst  him,  acknowledging  the  Justice  of  the  Law  in 
this  Sentence,  and  disposing  himself  to  submit  to  it 
with   much  Cheerfulness  and  Alacrity.     This  great 
Change  in  his  Circumstances  and  Manner  of  Living, 
added  to  his  own  uneasy  Reflections  on  those  Mis- 
K^rtunes.   into   which    Vanity   and    Ostentation    had 
brought  him,  soon   reduced  him  by  Sickness  to  so 
weak  a  State,  that  he  was  almost  incapable  of  coming 
to  C4^/^/ alone;  notwithstanding  which  he  continued 
to  frequent  it,  some  of  the  People  about  the  Prison 
being  so  kind  as  to  help  him  up  Stairs.     As  his 
\'ices  arose  rather  from  the  Imitation  of  those  fine 
Gentlemen  on  whom  he  had  waited  while  a  Lad,  so 
he  did  not  carry  them  to  that  height  which  most  of 
these  unhappy  Persons  are  wont  to  do  ;  on  the  Con- 
trary he  was  very  sober,  little  addicted  to  Gaming, 
and  never  followed  the  common  JVomen  of  the  Tcnvn, 
but  Dress,  Dafuing-Bouts,  and  the  necessary  Enter- 
tainments for  carrying  on  his  Amours,  were  the  Follies 
which  involved  him  in  those  Expenses,  for  the  Sup- 
ply of  which  he  thus  hazarded  his  Soul  and  forfeited 
his  Life,     When  the  Death  Warrant  came  down, 
his  Sickness  had  brought  him  so  low,  that  Nature 
seemed   inclined  to  Supersede  the  Severity  of  the 
Law ;  but  the  short  Time  which  intervened  between 
it  and  its  Excution  prevented  her,  and  so  he  came  to 
suffer  at  Tyburn  a  violent  Death,  a  Day  or  two  before 
perhaps    he  would   otherwise  have  yielded  up  his 
Breath  in  his  Bed.     Little  could  be  expected  from  a 
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Person  in  his  weak  Condition  at  the  Place  of  Execu- 
tion, where  when  he  arrived  he  was  utteriy  unable  t*  • 
stand  up.  However,  with  a  faint  \'oice,  he  desire<i 
the  Prayers  both  of  the  Minister  who  attended  them 
and  of  the  Spectators  of  his  Excution,  which  hai^ 
pened  on  the  20th  of  Navanber^  ij^/,  in  the  26ih 
Year  of  his  Age. 


T/u  Life  of  John  Johxsox,  a  Coiner. 

|HERE  is  no  Plea  so  often  urged  in  excuse 
of  taking  base  Measures  to  procure  Money, 
as  Necessity,  and  the  D^ire  of  providinc^ 
for  a  Family,  otherwise  in  danger  of  Want. 
The  Reason  of  this  is  pretty  evident,  because  n«:>- 
thing  could  be  a  greater  Alleviation  of  such  a  Crime, 
But  the  Word  Necessity  is  so  equivocal,  that  it  i*- 
hard  to  fix  its  true  Meaning,  and  unless  that  could  be 
done,  it  will  be  as  hard  to  judge  of  the  Reasonable- 
ness of  such  an  Excuse.  John  Johnson,  the  Cri- 
minal, on  whose  Life  we  are  next  to  cast  an  Eye,  ^-as 
bom  of  an  honest  and  reputable  Family  in  the 
County  of  Nottingham,  and  received  in  his  Youth 
the  best  Education  they  were  capable  of  giving  him. 
by  which  he  became  enabled  to  read  tolerably,  and 
write  well  enough  for  that  Buisiness  to  which  he  was 
bred,  viz.,  a  Tailor.  Throughout  his  Apprentice- 
ship he  behaved  himself  virtuously  and  industriously, 
and  left  his  Master  with  the  Character  of  a  faithful 
and  deserving  young  Man.  When  his  Time  was 
out,  and  he  had  wrought  for  some  Time  as  a 
Journeyman  in  the  Countr)%  the  common  Humours 
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of  coining  up  to  London  seized  him,  and  after  he 
had  spent  some  Time  in  Town,  he  married  a  Wife 
with  whom  he  lived  in   good   Correspondence   for 
many  Years,  with  the  Esteem  and  Respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.     But  his  family  increasing,  and  he  con- 
sequently finding  the  Charge  of  maintaining  them 
riic  higher  than  formerly ;  and  what  was  worse,  that 
all  he  was  capable  of  doing  could  not  maintain  them, 
he  grew  very  melancholy,  and  after  considering  on 
several  Projects  for  making  his  Circumstances  more 
easy,  he  at  last  pitched  upon  going  down  into  Lin- 
cohishire,  as  a  Place  where  the  Cheapest  of  Pro- 
visions might  balance  the  Number  of  Mouths  he  had 
to  feed  ;  but  he  had  not  been  long  there  before  he 
discovered  his  Mistake,  and   that   the   Smallest  of 
Wages  made  everything  rather  dearer  than  cheaper, 
which  plunged  him  into  new  Difficulties,  and   ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  Ease  or  Satisfaction.     While 
his  Wits  were  thus  on  the  Rack,  and  his  Invention 
stretched  to  the  uttermost,  in  order  to  find  out  some 
Means  or  other  to  recruit  his    Pockets,   he   unfor- 
tunately fell  into  the  Company  of  a  Man,  who  under 
the   Pretence   of  being    his   most   zealous   Friend, 
became,  though  perhaps  unwillingly,  the  Instrument 
of  his   utter  Ruin  ;  for  he   appearing  ever   discon- 
solate   and    melancholy,  gave  the   Qouniryntan  an 
Opportunity  of  prying  into  the  Cause  of  his  Concern, 
which  he  soon  discovered  to  be  the  Narrowness  of 
his  Circumstances.     As  we  naturally  find  Ease   in 
communicating  our  Afflictions  to  others,  so  yohnson 
was  ready  enough  to  inform  him  of  the  Truth  of  his 
Affairs,  and  the  Man  no  less  assiduous  in  endeavour- 
ing to  help  him  out  of  those  Straits  into  which  he  was 
fallen.     At  last  his  Lincolnshire  Acquaintance  told 
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him  there  was  but  one  Wav  of  recoverin<i  his  Mi?,- 
fortunes,  and  Hvinor  like  a  Man,  without  Labour,  a 
Thinj^  to  which  yoltnson  bei^an  now  to  have  a  great 
Aversion,  and    therefore  ea^^erly  desired  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  this  deliijhtful  way  of  .ijoini^  on.      His 
Associate  told  him  with  jjrave  F'ace,  that  what  he  was 
about  to  profx>se  could  not  be  effected  without  some 
Risk,    but  that  a    Man    could    not    expect    to   live 
without  Trouble  or  without  Hazard,     yohnson  said 
it  was  true,  and  desired  only  to  be  informed  wherein 
the  Hazard  consisted,  and  he  would  make  no  Scru[>le 
of  running  it,  for  he  wanted  Courage  as  little  as  any 
Man,  upon  which  his  Companion  opened  to  him  his 
whole    Scheme,  which   consisted   in   a   Method    of 
counterfeiting  the  Silver  Coin  to  a  tolerable  degree 
of  Likeness,     yohfison  was  easily  drawn  in,  for  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  speedier  way  of  getting 
Money  than  making  it     His  Country'  Friend  helped 
him    to    the    necessary    Implements,    and    yohnson 
applied  himself  with  such  Earnestness  to  his    new 
(Occupation,  that  in  a  very  short  Time  he   greatly 
out  did  his  Master,  giving  the  false  Money  he  made 
so  perfect  a  Similitude  to  the  Species  for  which  he 
made  it,  that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  it  by  the 
Eye.      But   thinking   it   much    more   hazardous    to 
attempt  putting  it  off  in  the  Country  than  it  would  be 
in  London,  and  his  Fellow  Labourer  being   of  the 
same  Opinion,  they  first  went  to  work,  and  coined  a 
considerable  Sum  according  to    their    Method,  and 
then  came   up   to   disjjose   of   it,    as    yohnson    had 
proposed.     Hy  this  Time  Misfortune  and  Remorse 
had  taught  the  poor  Man,  whose  life  we  are  writini,^ 
to   addict   himself  too    much    to    drinking    stroni^ 
Liquors,  so  that  the  first  Experiment  he  made  of  the 


John  Johnson,  a  Coiner.  i6i 

Practibilityof  getting  rid  of  his  false  Money,  was  in  put- 
ting off  two  Sixpences  to  a  Distiller  for  Gin,  in  which 
he  succeeded  without  being  suspected,  but  going  to  a 
Shoe  Makers,  and  buying  there  a  ready  made  pair  of 
Shoes,  he  was  seized  for  attempting  to  pay  the  Man 
with  two  bad  /utlf  Crowfts,  which  though  they  looked 
I>rett}'  well  to  the  Eye,  were  nevertheless  much  too 
liijht  when  they  came  to  be  weighed  against  the 
Metal  that  was  intended  they  should  pass  for.  When 
carried  before  a  yustice  his  heart  soon  failed  him, 
and  he  discovered  almost  as  soon  as  he  was  asked, 
the  whole  Truth  of  the  Matter,  impeaching  both  the 
Countrj'man  who  taught  him,  and  a  Person  with 
whom  they  had  trusted  the  Secret  here  in  Town. 
However,  his  Confession  was  of  little  Benefit  to  him, 
for  at  the  next  Sessions  he  was  capitally  convicted, 
and  he  from  thenceforward  cast  off  all  Hopes  of  Life. 
As  he  was  a  Man  who  did  not  want  good  natural  Parts, 
he  endeavoured  during  the  short  Time  he  had  to 
live,  to  make  his  Prayers  to  God  (or  the  Forgiveness 
oi  the  many  Errors  of  his  Life,  attending  also  con- 
stantly at  the  Times  of  public  Devotion.  Yet  for  all 
this,  he  could  not  be  persuaded  that  there  was  any 
qreat  Degree  of  Guilt  in  what  he  had  done ;  but 
imagined  on  the  Contrary,  that  he  was  much  more 
innocent  than  his  fellow  Malefactors,  regretting,  how- 
ever, the  heavy  Misfortunes  he  had  brought  upon 
himself  and  Family,  two  of  his  Children  dying  during 
the  Time  of  his  Imprisonment,  and  his  Wife  and  third 
Child  coming  upon  the  Parish.  In  these  Sentiments 
he  continued  till  the  Day  of  his  Execution,  which 
was  on  the  same  with  the  before-mentioned  ^o/in 
Tuntcr,  this  Criminal  beine  then  about  so  ^'ears  of 
Ai^e. 

VUL.    II.  M 
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The  Lives  ^James  Sherwood,  George  Weedon,  and 
John  Hughes,  Street  Robbers,  Foot-Pads,  &c, 

[MONGST   the   many  Artifices    by  which 
Vice  covers  itself  from  our  Apprehension, 
there  is  no  Method  which    it   more   com- 
monly takes,  and  yet  better  succeeds  in,  than 
by  putting  on  a  Mask  of  Virtue,  and  thereby  impos- 
ing the  most  flagitious  Actions  upon  us  as  Things 
indifferent,  sometimes  as  Things  which  may  gain  us 
Applause.     This  was  exactly  the  Case  of  the  Persons 
whose  Lives  we  are  now  about  to  write,  who  were 
all  of  them  young  Men  of  tolerable  Education,  until 
giving  way  to  their  vicious  Inclinations,  they  asso- 
ciated themselves  together  for  the  better  carrying  on 
those  evil  Practices,  by  which  they  supported  their 
Extravagancies,  into  which  lewd  Women  especially 
had  betrayed  them,     yames  Sherwood,  who  was  the 
eldest  of  them,  and  also  went  by  the  name  of  Hobbs, 
was  the  Son  of  but  mean  Parents,  who  however  took 
all  the  Pains  that  was  in  their  Power  to  educate  him 
in  the  best  Manner  they  were  able.     When  he  grew 
up  they  put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  WateTynan,  with 
whom  he  served  his  Time,  and  was  afterwards  a  Sea- 
man in  a  Man  of  War.     When  at  Home  he  spent  his 
Time  in  the  worst  Company  imaginable,   viz.,  idle 
young  Men,  and  lewd  infamous  Women.     As  he  had 
naturally  a  good  Understanding  and  quick  Appre- 
hension, he   soon  became   adroit  in  every  Mysterj- 
of  Wickedness  to  which  he  addicted  himself.     How- 
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trver.  Justice  soon  overtook  him  and  his  first  Com- 
panions in  Wickedness;  upon  which  he  turned 
Evidence,  and  saved  his  own  Life  by  sacrificing 
iheirs.  However  he  was  transported  soon  afterwards, 
and  upon  his  finding  it  difficult  to  live  abroad  with- 
out working,  a  Thing  for  which  he  had  an  intolerable 
Aversion,  he  took  the  first  Opportunity  which  offered 
of  returning  Home  again,  and  when  he  returned,  fell 
to  his  old  Practices,  taking  up  his  Lodgings  at  the 
House  of  one  Sara/i  Paytu^  a  most  infamous  Woman, 
capable  of  seducing  unwary  Youths  for  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  gpreatest  Villanies,  and  then  ready  to 
betray  them  to  Death,  either  to  benefit  or  to  secure 
herself  By  her  and  Shenoood's  means,  George 
Weedon  was  drawn  in,  who  was  a  young  Man  of 
ver\'  reputable  Parents,  and  who  had  been  brought 
up  with  the  greatest  Care  in  the  Principles  of  Virtue 
and  true  Religion.  It  seems,  however,  that  having 
contracted  an  Acquaintance  with  a  lewd  and  artful 
Woman,  who  drew  him  into  an  excessive  Fondness 
tor  her,  he  yielded  to  the  Solicitations  of  Shencood 
and  his  Landlady,  and  took  to  such  Courses  as  they 
NUggested  in  order  to  supply  himself  with  Money  for 
the  Entertainment  of  that  Strumpet  who  was  his 
Ruin,  It  was  but  a  verj^  few  Days  before  his  Appre- 
hension, that  he  had  been  drawn  to  quit  altogether 
the  House  of  his  Mother,  who  had  ever  treated  him 
^ith  Tenderness  and  Affection,  and  instead  thereof 
lodged  with  the  before-mentioned  Payne^  who  con- 
tinually solicited  him  to  committing  Robberies  and 
Thefts,  At  length  yohn  Hughs,  alias  Hezos,  another 
young  Man  joined  them,  whom  though  bred  up  care- 
fully to  the  Trade  of  a  S/ioeuuiker^  by  his  Father, 
who  was  of  the  same  Profession,  yet  had  for  many 
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Years  addicted  himself  to  picking  of  Pockets,  and 
such  other  low  kind  of  Thefts,  but  had  never  done 
any  great  Robbery  until  he  fell  into  the  Hands  of 
Sherwood  and  Weedon,  with  whom  he  readily  agreed 
to  associate  himself,  and  to  go  with  them  out  into 
Moorfields,  and  such  other  Places  near  Town  as  they 
thought  most  convenient,  in  order  to  way-lay  and  rob 
Passengers,  and  at  other  Times,  when  such  Op- 
portunities did  not  offer,  to  break  open  Houses,  and 
to  divide  the  Profits  equally  amongst  them.  These 
Designs  were  hardly  made,  before  they  were  put  into 
Execution,  and  a  very  short  Space  elapsed  before 
they  had  committed  many  Robberies  and  Burglaries, 
always  bringing  the  Purchase  Home,  and  spending  it 
lewdly  and  extravagantly  in  the  House  of  thai 
abandoned  Monster  Sarah  Payne.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  take  notice  here  how  common  a  Thinof  it  is 
for  such  wicked  old  Sinners  as  this  Woman  was  to 
set  up  Houses  of  Resort  for  lewd  and  abandoned 
Women  of  the  Town^  who  first  getting  young  Men 
into  their  Company  on  amorous  Pretences,  by  degrees 
bring  them  on  from  one  Wickedness  to  another,  until 
at  last  they  end  their  Lives  at  the  Gallows,  an  i 
thereby  leave  them  at  Liberty  to  bring  others  to  tl^? 
same  miserable  Fate.  These  Agents  of  the  Prince  <  \ 
Darkness  are  usually  Women,  who  have  an  artful  \\. ;, 
of  flattering,  and  a  pleasing  Deceitfulness  in  the": 
Address.  By  these  Means  they  without  much  Di: 
ficulty  draw  in  young  Lads  in  their  first  giving  wa. 
to  the  Current  of  their  lewd  Inclinations,  and  bef 
they  are  aware  involve  them  in  such  Expenses 
necessarily  lead  to  House-breaking  or  the  High:. 
for  a  Supply  ;  and  when  once  they  have  made  a  S: 
of  this  kind,  by  which  their  Lives  are  placed  in  : 
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Power  of  those  old  Practitioners  in  every  kind  of 
Wickedness,  they  are  from  thenceforward  treated  as 
Slaves,  and  forced  to  continue  whether  they  will  or 
no  in  a  repeated  Course  of  the  like  V^illanies,  until 
they  are  arrested  by  the  Hand  of  Justice,  and  then 
none  so  ready  to  become  Evidence  against  them,  as 
those  abominable  Wretches  by  whom  they  were 
seduced. 

Such  was  the  fate  that  befel  these  three  unhappy 
young  Men,  of  w^hose  Courses  Information  being 
^ven.  they  were  all  apprehended  and  committed 
cl»^>se  Prisoners  to  Newgate,  and  at  the  next  ensuing 
Sessions  not  a  few  Indictments  were  found  against 
them.  The  first  Indictment  they  were  all  three 
arraigned  upon  was  for  Felony  and  Burglary^  in 
breaking  open  the  House  of  one  William  Mea/is  in 
the  Night-time,  and  taking  from  thence  twelve 
Gloucestershire  Cheeses ;  but  the  Evidence  appearing 
clear  only  against  Sherwood  alias  Hobbs^  he  alone 
was  convicted,  and  the  other  two  acquitted.  They 
were  then  Indicted  a  second  Time,  for  breaking  open 
the  House  of  Daniel  Elbingham  in  the  Nighttime 
and  taking  out  of  it  several  Quantities  of  Brandy  and 
Tobacco,  upon  which  both  Shencood  and  IVeedon 
were  from  very  full  Evidence  convicted.  On  a  third 
Indictment  for  breaking  into  the  House  of  Elizabeth 
Cogdal,  and  taking  thence  eight  Pexoter  Dishes  and 
iwentj-  Peioter  Plates,  they  were  all  found  guilty, 
Sherwood  and  JVecdon  also  being  a  fourth  Time  con- 
victed for  a  Robbery  on  the  Highway,  which  was 
proved  upon  them,  by  the  Testimony  of  their  Land- 
lady Sarah  Payne.  Under  Sentence  of  Death  they 
all  testified  great  Sorrow  for  the  Offences  of  their 
mispent   Lives.      Jt'eedon  was  of  a  better  Temper 
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than  the  other  two,  and  retained  a  greater  Sense  of 
the  Principles  of  Religion,  in  which  he  had  been 
brought  up,  and  exceeded  his  Companions  in  Serious- 
ness and  Steadiness  in  his  Devotions.  Sherwood^  as 
he  had  been  a  much  longer  proficient  in  all  kinds  of 
wickedness  than  the  other  two,  having  practised 
several  kinds  of  Thefts  for  nearly  eighteen  Years 
together,  so  he  shewed  much  less  Penitence  than 
either  of  his  Companions.  Hughs  had  been  also  a 
Thief  in  a  low  Degree  for  some  Years  before  he  fell 
into  the  Confederacy  of  Sherwood  and  IVeedon,  to 
which  as  he  frankly  owned  he  was  drawn  by  his  own 
previous  Inclinations,  rather  than  the  Persuasions  of 
any  of  his  Companions.  As  the  Time  of  their  Death 
approached,  they  seemed  much  mpre  affected  than 
formerly  they  had  been ;  in  which  frame  of  Mind 
they  continued  until  they  suffered,  which  was  on  the 
1 2th  of  February  172S,  Sherwood  being  in  his  26th 
Year,  Hughs  in  the  23rd,  and  Wecdon  in  the  22nd 
Year  of  his  Age. 


The  Life  of  Martin  Bellamy,  a  notorious   Thief 
Highwayman^  and  Housebreaker. 

HIS  Criminal  was  amongst  the  Number  of 
those  whom  long  Practice  had  so  hardened 
in  his  Offences  that  he  gloried  in  them,  even 
under  his  Confinement,  and  persisted  in  it  to 
the  Hour  of  his  Death,  drawing  up  when  under  sen- 
tence, or  at  least  giving  Instructions  by  which  it  was 
drawn  up,  an  Account  of  the  several  Street  Robberies, 
Burglaries,  and  other  Crimes  which  he  had  com- 
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mitted,  in  a  Style  which  too  plainly  shewed  that  no- 
thing in  his  miserable  Condition  afflicted  him,  but  the 
Thought  of  the  ignominious  Death  he  was  to  suffer, 
and  not  the  Reflection  on  those  Crimes  which  had  so 
deservedly  brought  him  to  his  Fate.  By  Trade  he 
was  a  Tailor^  and  a  good  Workman  in  his  Business, 
by  which  he  lived  in  good  Credit  for  sometime.  It 
seems  he  married  a  Woman  whose  Friends  at  least 
were  verj-  honest  people,  and  highly  displeased  with 
the  villainous  Course  of  Life  he  led,  insomuch  that 
upon  his  being  apprehended  and  sent  to  Bridaccll  on 
suspicion,  his  Wife's  Brother  came  to  him  there  in 
order  to  know  where  the  Prosecutor  lived,  that  as  he 
said  he  might  go  and  make  some  proposals  for  set- 
ling  the  affair.  Bellamy  gave  him  the  best  Account 
he  could,  and  the  Man  finding  out  the  Person,  advised 
him  to  prosecute  Martin  with  the  utmost  Severity, 
in  Hopes  no  doubt  that  he  should  in  diis  way  rid  his 
Sister  of  a  bad  Husband.  However,  Bellamy  was  so 
irritated  by  the  Attempt,  that  he  would  never  cohabit 
with  her  afterwards  ;  but  he  with  implacable  hatred, 
pursued  her  and  her  Family  with  all  the  Mischiefs  he 
was  able.  The  Methods  which  he  and  his  Gancr 
mosdy  took  in  robbing,  according  to  the  Account 
which  as  I  have  before  said,  he  has  left  us  of  himself, 
were  chiefly  these :  The  Gang  having  met  together 
in  the  Evening,  used  to  go  three  or  four  in  a  Com- 
pany to  visit  the  Shops  of  those  Tradesmen,  who 
deal  in  the  richest  sort  of  Toys,  and  other  valuable 
Goods  that  are  portable  and  easily  conveyed  away. 
Then  one  of  the  Company  selects  something  or 
other,  making  many  Words  with  the  Shopkeeper 
about  the  Price,  giving  thereby  an  Opportunity  to 
some  of  his  Companions  to  hand  Things  of  Value 
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from  one  to  another,  until  they  insensibly  vanished, 
and  left  the  honest  Shopkeeper  to  deplore  the  Mis- 
fortune of  receiving  a  visit  from  such  light  fingered 
Customers.  Another  Practice  of  theirs,  for  the  same 
laudable  Purpose,  was  carried  on  after  this  Manner : 
They  walked  three  or  four  of  them  up  and  down 
several  Streets,  which  by  Obser\'ation  they  had  found 
fittest  for  their  Purpose,  and  on  perceiving  Things  of 
any  Value  lying  in  a  Parlour^  they,  with  an  Enginr: 
contrived  for  the  Purpose,  suddenly  threw  up  the 
sash,  and  notwithstanding  Persons  being  in  the  Rooti. 
they  would  venture  to  snatch  them  out  and  often  %^x 
clear  off,  before  the  People  who  saw  them  could  re- 
cover from  the  surprise.  But  if  there  were  nobody 
in  the  Way,  then  one  of  their  Associates,  slipping  orT 
his  Shoes,  stole  softly  into  the  Room,  and  handed  oiit 
whatever  was  of  most  \'alue  to  his  Companions  with- 
out Doors.  But  Bellamy  was  not  only  adroit  in 
these  ordinary'  Practices,  but  was  also  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  Counter- 
feiting Hands ;  and  as  an  Instance  thereof,  upon 
which  he  much  valued  himself,  he  used  to  relate  a 
Trick  of  that  Sort,  which  he  put  upon  the  late  famous 
Jonathan  Wild,  after  this  Planner :  Having  accus- 
tomed himself  for  some  Time  to  frequent  the  Le\y 
of  that  infamous  Agent  of  Thieves,  he  became  we'i 
acquainted  with  yonatlians  Manner  of  \\  riting,  and 
also  with  the  Persons  who  gave  him  Credit  on  par- 
ticular Occasions  when  Money  was  low,  from  whence 
he  took  Occasion  to  forge  a  Note  from  the  said  Wild 
to  one  Wildgoose,  a  Chamberlain  at  an  Inn,  who  used 
to  be  yofiatfians  Banker  upon  Emergencies,  and 
who  on  the  Receipt  of  the  Note  paid  Bellamy  the 
Contents  thereof  without  Hesitation^      A   few  Davs 
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-.frer.  Mr.  Wild  and  his  Correspondent  met,  and 
:he  Fonren'  was  soon  detected  and  yonathan  imme- 
viiately  gave  Directions  to  that  infamous  Band  of 
\  iilians,  who  w^ere  alwa\"s  in  his  Pay  and  under  his 
Directions,  to  leave  no  Means  untried  for  the  appre- 
hending ^^VZ/wr,  who  from  WildgLXises  Description 
he  knew  to  be  the  Man  that  had  been  jjuiltv*  of  this 
Foiverw  In  the  Search  after  him,  thev  were  so  as- 
s'viuous^  that  in  a  ver^-  short  Space  they  surprised 
him  at  a  House  in  White  Friars,  where  he  was 
:'on>2d  to  fly  up  to  the  Garret  in  onler  to  conceal  him- 
>r!L  His  Pursuers  thinkinor  thev  had  now  lodored 
h:ai  prett\'  securely,  sent  Notice  of  it  to  their  Master; 
lut  Martin  perceiving  a  long  Rope  lying  upon  a 
Bed  in  the  Room  where  he  had  hid  himself,  he  re- 
solved for  once  to  venture  his  Neck,  and  having 
fastened  it  as  well  as  he  could  within  Doors,  he 
slipped  down  by  it  into  the  Street  with  such  Agility 
iiat  none  of  his  Attendants  perceived  it  until  he  was 
in  the  Street,  by  which  he  got  so  much  the  Start  of 
6.em  that  they  found  it  but  in  vain  to  pursue  him, 
ind  therefore  laid  bv  all  Thouorhts  of  catchinvj  him 
until  another  Opportunit)-.  However  the  Trick  he 
had  played  them  made  them  so  diligent  in  pursuing 
him.  that  it  was  but  a  ver\'  short  Time  before  they 
a^ain  surrounded  him  in  a  Brandy  S/ioJ^  in  C/iamrrv 
Lane,  seized  him,  and  brought  him  in  a  Coach 
to  the  Elephant  and  Castle  Alehouse  in  Fleet 
Lane,  from  whence  they  despatched  Advice  to 
/jnathan  of  his  Apprehension.  It  happened  that 
that  crreat  Man  was  i^one  to  Bed  when  the  Messa^^e 
annved  with  this  News  ;  however  it  was  carrietl  up, 
and  yonathan  with  an  Air  of  Generosity  bid  the 
Fellow  return,  and  inform  his  People  that  he  would 
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take  Mr.  Bellamys  Word,  and  that  he  might  meet 
him  with  Safety  die  next  Morning  at  his  Levy.  Bel- 
lamy, who  well  knew  the  Temper  of  the  Man,  failed 
not  of  paying  his  Court  at  the  Time  appointed,  and 
adjourning  to  the  Baptisi-ltead  Tavern  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  after  drinking  a  refreshing  Bottle,  he  pre- 
sented Mr.  Wild  with  five  Guineas  by  way  of  Atone- 
ment for  the  Offence  which  he  had  committed  against 
him.  fonathan  was  so  well  appeased  by  the  Inter- 
vention o{^&  golden  Advocates,  that  he  promised  not 
only  to  fot^ive  him  himself,  but  also  to  prevail  with 
Mr,  Wildgoose  to  do  the  same,  provided  he  entered 
into  a  Bond  for  the  Repayment  of  the  ten  Guineas. 
This  was  a  Condition  easily  submitted  to  by  Martin 
in  his  present  Circumstances,  This  Danger  thus  got 
over,  he  returned  to  his  old  Profession,  without  run- 
ning any  further  Hazard  of  fonathans  Interruption, 
About  this  time  the  Gang  to  which  he  belonged 
entered  upon  a  new  Method  of  House-breaking,  which 
they  effected  by  stealing  the  Keys,  privately,  which 
fastened  the  Pins  in  Shopkeepers'  Window -Shutters, 
and  thereby  removing  the  greatest  Difficulty  they 
had  of  getting  in.  This  Trade  they  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully for  a  good  Space,  though  now  and  then 
they  miscarried  in  their  Attempts,  particularly  at  a 
Goldsmith's  Shop  in  Riissell-Courl,  where  having  got 
into  the  Shop,  and  being  about  to  remove  a  Shoi^ 
Gilts-.  :i  Man  who  lay  in  the  Shop  suddenly  started 
up,  and  presenting  a  Blunderbuss,  with  great  Pre- 
ice  of  Mind,  told  the  Thieves  that  he  was  tender 
shedding  their  Blood,  and  therefore  advised  them 
get  off  as  soon  as  they  could.  They  took  his 
vice,  and  withdrew  accordingly,  with  very  great 
fusion.     But  the  same  Night  they  had  (as  Mr. 
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Bellamy  expresses  it)  much  better  Luck  at  a    Toy- 
Shop  not  far  from  the  same  Place,  whereupon  enter- 
ing the  House,  they  found  the  Maid  sitting  by  the 
Fire.     She  at  first  screamed,  but  they  soon  made  her 
silent,  and  then  proceeded  to  carry  off  the  S/iow 
Glass  with  all  the  Boxes  that  were  contained  in  it 
Not  long  after  this  they  broke  off  the  Padlock  from  a 
Toy  Shop  in  Swithins- Alley  in  Cont/iilL     Not  being 
able  afterwards  to  enter  the  House,  they  fell  to  work 
next  upon  the  Groves,  which  are  the  thick  Timber 
that  Support  the  Shutters,  and  after  labouring  at  it 
for  about  an  Hour  forced  it  off,  whereupon  all  the 
Shutters  dropped  down  at  once  into  the  Court,  and 
made  thereby  so  great  a  Clatter  that  they  doubted 
not  all  the  Neighbourhood  was  alarmed,  and  thought 
it  would  be  no  ill   Night's  Work,  if  after  such  an 
Accident  they  had  the  good  Luck  to  escape,  upon 
which  they  endeavoured  to  shift  every  one  for  him- 
self.    However,  seeing  nobody  alarmed  on  the  Noise 
of  the  falling  of  the  Shutters,  and  that  in  two  Hour  s 
time  the  Watch  had  never  passed  that  Way ;  they 
took  Courage  at  last  and  returned,  entered  the  House, 
and  putting  up  the  most  valuable  Goods,  went  off 
without  any  Molestation.     A  Multitude  of  Robberies 
of  the  same  Class  he  also  confessed,  but  as  these 
were  all  more  or  less  of  a  petty  Character,  it  would 
be  a  Kind  of  Imposition  on  our  Readers  to  transcribe 
Accounts  of  them.     While  he  led  this  Life,  he  coha- 
bited with  one  Amy  Fmules,  who  passed  for  his  Wife 
and  bore  him  several  Children ;  but  at  last,  though 
he  had  so  often  escaped,  he  was  apprehended  for  a 
Burglary,  committed  on  the  House  of  Mr.  Holliday, 
in  Bishopgate-streety  and  upon  very  full  Evidence  was 
convicted  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
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After  his  Commitment  to  Newgate.he  entered  it  seems 
into  a  Treaty  with  a  certain  J  ustice  of  the  Peace,  for 
making  a  full  Discovery  of  all  his  Accomplices,  which 
might  at  that  time  have  contributed  very  much  to  the 
public  Advantage ;  but  in  the  Interim,  some   Person 
having  talked  thereof  too  openly,  it  came  to  the  Ears 
of  one  who  collected  News  for  a  Daily  Paper,     This 
Man  went  thereupon  directly  to  Bellamy,  and  making 
the  poor  Fellow  believe  that  he  came  to  him  by  the 
Direction  of  some  Persons  in  Power,  a  thing  not  at 
all   unlikely,   considering  that  a  Proclamation    had 
been  issued   but  very  little  before,  for   the   better 
encouraging   the    Discovery  of  and   bringing   such 
Offenders  to  Justice,  and  having  by  this  means  drawn 
the  poor  Fellow  into  a  Confession  of  several  Rob- 
.  beries  and  Burglaries,  he  digested  it,  or  got  some 
body  to  do  it  for  him,  into  proper  Paragraphs,  which 
were  inserted  the  next  Day  in  a  Newspaper,  and  gave 
thereby  an  Opportunity  to  the  Persons  impeached  of 
making  their  Escape,  defeated  Bellamy  of  all  Hopes 
of  Pardon,  and  hindered  the   Public  from  receiving 
any  Benefit  from  his  Confession.     All  which  enor- 
mous Villanies  were  perhaps  perpetrated  for  the  Sake 
of  a  poor  Crown,  the  utmost  that  could  be  expected 
by  the  Collector,   for   procuring   this   extraordinary 
Passage  big  with  so  many  Mischiefs,  and  which,  in  its 
Consequences  produced  little  better  than  a  Murder; 
since  it  is  possible  Bellamy  s  Life  might  have  been 
saved,  if  a  right   Use  had  been  made  of  his  Con- 
fession.    At  his  Trial  he  behaved  with-  great  impu- 
dence, and  continued  during  the  Time  he  lay  under 
Sentence  to  affect  that  Gaiety  which  amongst  Persons 
of  his   Profession  is  too  often  mistaken  for  Bravery 
and  true  Courage.     But   when  the   fatal    Day  ap- 
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proached  he,  as  is  common  with  most  of  them,  sunk 
much  in  his  Spirits,  and  had  a  great  Deal  to  do  to 
recover  himself  so  as  to  be  able  to  read  the  followinqr 
Paper,  which  for  that  Purpose  he  had  written,  and 
brought  with  him  to  the  Tree,  and  which  as  the 
Words  of  a  dying  Man  I  publish  verbatim, 

A  Copy  of  the  Paper  read  ^r  Martin    Bell.\mv  at 

tJu  Plaee  of  Exeeution. 

« 

Gendemen, 

/  am  brought  here  to  suffer  an  ignominious  Death, 
for  my  having  wilfully  transgressed  against  the  kmn<*n 
Lazi's  of  God  and  my  Country.  I  fear  there  are  too 
many  here  present  who  eame  to  be  If  ^itnesses  of  my 
untimely  Eftd,  rather  out  of  Curiosity  than  from  a 
situere  Intention  to  take  Warning  by  my  unhappy 
Fate.  You  see  me  here  in  the  very  Prime  of  my  J  \mth, 
cat  off  like  an  untimely  Fiozcer  in  the  rigorous  Season , 
through  my  having  been  too  mueh  addicted  to  a  vo- 
hptuous  and  irregular  Course  of  Life,  whieh  has  been 
the  Occasion  of  my  committing  these  Crimes  for  which 
1  am  furw  to  suffer.  As  the  Lazes  of  God  as  well  as 
Man  call  upon  nu  to  lay  down  my  LifCy  as  Justly  for- 
feited by  my  manifold  TransgressiopiSy  I  acknozclcdge 
the  fustice  of  my  Sentence,  patiently  submit  to  the 
same,  without  any  Rancour^  ill  ff  7//  or  Malice  to  any 
Person  whatsoezrr ;  hoping  through  the  Merits  of 
Christ  Jesus  {^'ho  laid  dozen  his  Life  for  Sinners,  and 
'u.'ho  upon  the  Cross  pronounced  a  Portion  for  the  re- 
penting Thief  under  the  .-Agonies  of  Death)  to  be  with 
him  admitted  to  partake  of  that  glorious  Resurrection 
afid  Immortality  He  has  been  so  graciously  pleased  to 
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promise  to  tfu  sincere  Penitent.     I  earnestly  exhort, 
and  beg  of  all  here  present  to  think  seriously  of 
Eternity ;  a  long  and  endless  Eternity  !  in  which  i^c 
are  to  be  rewarded  or  punished  according  to  our  g(kyd 
or  evil  Actions  in  this  World;  tliat  you  will  all  take 
Warning  by  me^  and  refrain  from  all  wilful  Trans- 
gressions and  Offences.     Let  a  religious  Disposition 
prevail  upon  you,  and  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  to 
forsake  and  fly  from  Sin.      T/ie  Mercies  of  God  arc 
great,  attd  he  can  save  even  at  the  last  Moment  of  Life : 
yet  do  not  therefore  presume  too  much,  lest  you  pro- 
voke htm  to  cast  you  off"  in  his  Anger,  and  become 
fearful  Examples  of  his   Wrath   and  Indignation. 
Let  me  prevail  upon  you  to  forget  and  forgive  me  all 
Offences  and  Injuries  I  have  either  committed  or  pro- 
moted in  Action,  Advice,  or  Example;  and  i$Uerc:i 
your  Prayers  for  me,  that  the  Lord  would  in  Mercy 
look  down  upon  me  in  the  last  Moments  of  my  Life. 

HIS    PRAYER, 

Look  down  in  Mercy,  O  God,  I  beseech  thee,  upon  me, 
a  miserable,  lost,  and  undone  Sinner :  Number  not  my 
Transgressions,  nor  let  my  Iniquities  rise  up  in  Judg- 
ment  agaitist  me.  Wash  me  and  I  shall  be  clean ; 
Purge  me  and  I  slmll  be  free  from  Offetue ;  though 
my  Sins  be  as  Scarlet,  they  shall  be  whiter  titan  Snow, 
if  thou  pleasest  but  to  receive  me  amongst  those  whom 
thou  hast  redeemed,  that  I  may  sing  Praises  to  the 
Most  High,  and  extol  thy  Holy  Name  in  the  Courts 
of  Heavai  for  ever  and  ei'er  more.     A  men* 

He  suffered  on  the  27th  of  March,  1728,  being 
then  about  eight  and  twenty  Years  of  Age. 
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Tke  Lk^  ^William  Russel,  Robert  Crouch,  and 
WiLUAM  H olden,  Street-Robbers,  Footpads,  &e. 

lOTWITHSTANDING  the  Insolence  of 
the  Street' Robbers,  to  whose  Gang  the  Male- 
factors we  are  now  speaking  of  belong,  is  at 
present  too  recent  a  Fact  to  be  questioned, , 
\*et  possibly  in  future  Times  it  will  be  thought  an 
Exaggeration  of  Truth  to  say  that  even  at  Noonday, 
and  in  the  most  open  Places  in  Lofulon,  Persons  were 
stopped  and  robbed,  the  Offenders  for  many  Months 
escaping  with  Impunity,  until  these  Crimes  became 
so  frequent,  and  the  Terrors  of  Passengers  so  great, 
that  the  Government  interposed  in  an  extraordinary 
Manner,  a  Roj-al  Proclamation  issuing  out,  offering 
one  Hundred  Pounds  Reward  for  apprehending  any 
Offender,  and  also  promising  Pardon  to  any  who 
submitted  and  discovered  their  Accomplices.  This 
brought  Numbers  of  young  rash  Youths  who  had 
been  engaged  in  this  wicked  Course  of  Life  to  a 
\iolent  and  ignominious  Death.  Of  these  William 
Russel  was  descended  from  Persons  of  honourable 
Family  and  unblemished  Reputation.  He  had  re- 
ceived in  his  Youth  a  tolerable  Education,  which 
even  in  his  Misfortunes  rendered  him  more  civilized 
than  any  of  his  Companions.  He  was  a  young 
Fellow  of  good  Sense,  ready  Wit,  and  great  Courage; 
he  always  spoke  frankly  of  the  Wickedness  of  his 
o\vn  Life,  and  acknowledged  that  sensual  Pleasures 
were  what  he  only  aimed  at  in  the  Life  he  led  ;  yet 
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he  had  never  been  able  to  reap  any  Satisfaction  in 
them,  but  had  been  always  miserable  in  his  own 
Mind,  from  the  Time  he  pursued  such  base  Methods 
of  getting  Money.  His  Father  having  gone  over  to 
Irdand,  and  he  left  at  Liberty  to  pursue  what 
Methods  he  thought  best,  ill  Women  and  bad  Com- 
pany soon  prevailed  with  him  to  fall  into  those 
Methods  which  afterwards  led  him  to  the  Gallows. 
Robert  Crouch,  the  second  of  these  Criminals,  was 
horn  at  Dunstable  of  very  honest  Parents,  who 
afforded  him  as  good  an  Education  as  it  was  in  their 
Power  to  give,  and  then  upon  his  own  Inclination  to 
follow  the  Business  of  a  Bntc/ter,  bound  him  to  one 
in  Newgate-Afarket,  with  whom  he  served  his  Time; 
but  as  soon  as  he  was  out  of  it,  he  addicted  himself 
to  Gaining,  Drinking,  and  Whoring,  and  all  the 
other  Vices  natural  to  abandoned  young  P'eilows  in 
low  Life.  Dalian,  who  was  an  Evidence  against  him. 
was  one  of  the  chief  Persons  of  his  Gang,  and  had 
especially  persuaded  Crouch  to  join  with  him.  He 
had  litde  Occasion  to  fall  into  such  Ways  of  gettinjj 
Money,  since  his  Father  was  a  Man  in  good  Circum- 
stances, and  who  designed  to  set  his  Son  up  in  his 
Trade  in  a  Short  Time,  having  not  the  least  Suspi- 
cion tliat  this  melancholy  Accident  would  intervene. 
William  Holden,  the  third  of  these  unhappy  Persons, 
was  bom  of  mean  Parents,  had  little  Education,  and 
had  followed  no  particular  Trade,  but  had  sometimes 
cone  to  Sf  a,  and  at  other  times  driven  a  Hackney 
Coach,  so  that  throughout  the  whole  Course  of  his 
Ufe  he  ha-l  been  continually  plunged  in  the  grossest 
pbaucherlcs,  whereby  he  became  rijje  for  such 
actices  ,'is  he  and  his  Associates  afterwards  went 
It  does  not  appear  from  the  Papers  I  have 
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that  any  of  these  Criminals  had  followed  their  infa- 
mous Course  of  Life  for  above  a  Year,  when  Dalton, 
to  save  his  own  Life,  surrendered  and  made  a  Con- 
fession, by  which  these  and  the  Rest  of  his  Associates 
were  quickly  apprehended,  and  committed  close 
Prisoners  to  Neivgate,  At  the  ensuing  Sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey  they  were  all  indicted  for  assaulting 
one  Martha  Hide  on  the  Highway,  and  taking  from 
her  a  broadcloth  Coat  valued  forty  Shillings,  a 
Looking-glass  valued  thirty  Shillings,  a  Woman's 
Nightgown  and  other  Goods  to  the  Value  of  thirty 
Shillings  more.  To  prove  this  Charge  James  Dalton 
was  produced,  who  swore  that  about  nine  o'clock  at 
Night,  he  and  the  Prisoners  overtook  the  Prosecutor 
Martlia  Hide  in  Fleet-street,  when  observing  that  she 
had  a  Bundle  they  resolved  to  take  it  from  her,  and 
in  order  to  accomplish  their  Design,  followed  her  into 
Lincoln  s- Inn- Fields,  where  Robert  Crouch  alias  Bob 
the  Butcher,  knocked  her  down.  Russel  took  up  the 
Bundle  and  ran  away  with  it ;  upon  their  opening 
thereof,  the  Looking-glass  fell  out  and  was  broken 
all  to  Pieces.  The  Rest  of  the  Things  they  sold  to 
one  Sarah  IVatis,  who  made  it  her  Business  to  buy 
stolen  Goods,  and  kept  what  in  their  Cant  is  called  a 
Lock,  that  is  a  Place  for  the  Reception  of  such 
Things.  Dalton  swore  moreover  that  not  having 
carefully  examined  the  Things,  they  were  extremely 
mortified  to  hear  afterwards  that  there  was  forty 
Shillings  in  Specie  wrapped  up  in  a  Rag,  which  the 
Woman  that  bought  them  got  into  the  Bargain. 
Martha  Hide  herself  deposed,  that  crossing  Lincoln  s- 
Inn-Fields,  she  was  knocked  down,  and  the  Bundle 
taken  from  her  as  Dalton  had  before  related.  One 
Solomon  Nicliolas  deposed,  that  not  long  after,  Russel 
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and  Crouch  quarrelling  between  themselves  at  a 
Brandy  Shop,  Rnssel  said  to  his  Companion,  if  you 
offer  to  meddle  with  Nicholas  Til  cut  the  Coat  oft" 
your  Back,  for  its  the  Woman's  Coat  that  we  knocked 
down  in  Liiuoln  s-Inn-Fields,  and  I  have  as*  much 
Right  to  it  as  you  have.  It  appeared  also  by  another 
Witness,  that  Crouch  pawned  an  old  Coat  to  pay  for 
the  altering  this,  and  after  taking  off  a  Cloth  Cape 
which  it  had  at  the  Time  of  its  being  stolen,  he 
caused  a  Velvet  one  to  be  sewed  on  in  its  room. 
Mr.  Willis,  the  Constable,  was  the  last  Witness 
called  for  the  Prosecutor ;  he  swore  that  at  the  Time 
he  apprehended  the  Prisoner  Russel,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  Goods  before-mentioned  were  stolen, 
and  sold  for  one  Pound  two  Shillings,  but  said,  he 
did  not  value  it,  since  he  should  die  in  the  Com- 
pany of  such  brave  Fellows.  The  Jury  withdrawing 
after  hearing  this  Evidence,  returned  soon  after  and 
found  them  Guilty,  and  Sentence  of  Death  was 
passed  upon  them,  at  one  of  the  fullest  Sessions 
which  had  happened  for  many  Years  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  there  being  Twenty  Two  Men  and  seven 
Woman  capitally  convicted.  As  these  unhappy  Men 
could  have  little  Hope  of  Life,  considering  the 
Nature  and  Notoriety  of  their  Offences,  they  ought 
certainly  to  have  laid  aside  all  other  Thoughts,  and 
have  applied  themselves  strictly  to  beseeching  Par- 
donof  G^^rffor  their  numberless  Offences  against  him; 
instead  of  this,  there  appeared  too  much  Affectation 
of  unconcernedness  in  all  of  them,  especially  in 
Russel,  who  being  confined  in  the  same  Cell  with 
Holden,  said  to  his  Companion  a  Day  or  tw(^ 
before  his  Death,  with  an  Air  of  Indifference,  Fll un- 
dertake, Will,   to  procure  a   Coach  to  carry  off  our 
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Bodies  from  the  Place  of  Execution^  but  nmst  leave  it 
to  the  Care  of  your  Fraternity  (meaning  the  Hack- 
ney Coachmefi)  to  prevent  their  being  seized  on  by 
the  Surgeofis.  Holden  heard  all  this  very  gravely, 
assented  to  the  Proposition,  without  altering  his 
Countenance,  or  giving  any  other  Mark  of  his 
Concern  for  that  infamous  Death  which  shortly  they 
were  both  to  suffer.  Russel  also  took  a  certain 
Pleasure  in  speaking  of  the  present  state  of  Street- 
robbing  at  the  Time  they  left  the  World  ;  he  averred 
that  the  Town  was  much  mistaken  in  imagining  that 
the  Kings  Proclamation  had  effectually  crushed  their 
Fraternity,  into  which  Opinion  they  perhaps  might 
be  drawn  by  seeing  so  many  of  them  perish  in  so 
short  a  Time,  which  he  said,  did  indeed  lessen  their 
Society,  but  would  notwithstanding  that,  put  all  that 
remained  of  them  upon  bolder  Exploits  than  ever, 
to  shew  that  they  were  yet  unhanged.  In  this  Con- 
jecture he  was  not  very  much  out ;  however,  he  said 
Gentlemen  might  now  safely  walk  the  Streets  with- 
out fear  of  having  their  Pocket  picked,  for  that  Ben- 
jamin Branch  who  died  the  last  Sessions,  and  Isaac 
Ashly  who  was  to  suffer  with  him,  were  the  two 
neatest  Masters  in  that  way,  and  were  capable 
of  earning  fifteen  or  sixteen  Shillings  by  it  in  two  or 
three  Hours'  Time,  sorting  the  Fruits  of  their 
Industry  into  several  Parcels,  from  the  Value  of  Six- 
pence to  Half-a-Crown  a  Piece,  as  dexterously  as 
any  Milliner  in  Lotulon.  After  the  coming  out  of 
the  Death  Warrant,  Russel  laid  aside  much  of  his 
Boldness,  appeared  with  more  Gravity  at  Prayers, 
and  expressed  greater  Sorrow  for  his  mispent  Life 
than  he  had  done  before.       Crouch  all  along  carried 


i8o  The  Life  of 

himself  very  quietly,  but  could  not  forbear  being  un- 
seasonably merry  and  jocose  upon  several  occasions, 
smiling  at  Chapel,  and  affecting  to  talk  with  greater 
Gaiety  than  became  his  Condition.  He  himself 
owned  that  this  was  very  unbecoming  in  a  Person  so 
near  an  ignominious  Death,  but  he  said  it  was  in  his 
Temper  and  he  could  not  help  it.  He  frankly  ac- 
knowledged the  Enormity  of  the  Course  of  Life 
which  for  some  Years  past  he  had  led,  also  that  on 
the  coming  out  of  the  Kings  Proclamation,  he  had 
resolved  on  a  four  Years'  Voyage  to  Sea,  but  was 
prevented  from  putting  it  into  Execution  by  Daltons 
Information.  As  the  Time  of  their  Death  grew  near 
he  became  more  and  more  sensible  of  his  miserable 
Condition,  and  the  Danger  there  was  of  losing  his 
Soul  as  well  as  his  body.  William  Holdeft  at  first 
denied  strongly  his  being  in  any  Degree  guilty  of  the 
Fact  for  which  he  died  ;  but  when  he  heard  that 
Russel  had  owned  it,  and  at  the  same  Time  con- 
fessed that  he  was  concerned  in  it,  thinking  it  no 
further  use  to  adhere  to  that  Denial,  he  retracted  it, 
and  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  a  great  Sinner 
and  had  committed  several  Thefts  before  that  for 
which  he  died.  In  a  Word,  these  three,  as  they  had 
been  Companions  together  in  Wickedness  and  fellow 
Sufferers  in  the  Punishment  which  their  Crimes  had 
drawn  upon  them  ;  so  they  appeared  to  be  all  of  them 
sensibly  touched  with  Sorrow  and  Remorse,  for  that 
Multitude  of  Crimes  which  they  had  committed, 
endeavouring  to  merit  the  Pardon  of  God  by  heart}- 
Prayers  and  a  sincere  Repentance.  Russel,  however, 
declared  but  a  Day  or  two  before  his  Execution,  tliat 
Dalton,  the  Evidence,  had  proposed  to  him  to  join  in 
that  Information  he  gave  against  their  Companions, 
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but  that  he  scorned  to  save  his  Life  by  so  mean  a 
Practice  as  betraying  those  who  had  received  him 
into  their  Friendship.  Their  Deportment  at  the 
Place  of  Execution  was  resolute  without  Obstinacy 
or  Impenitence,  and  the  last  Moments  of  their  Lives 
full  of  Seriousness,  without  any  Marks  of  Timorous- 
ness  or  Confusion.  Russel  being  about  t\venty-five. 
Crouch  about  twenty,  and  Holden  somewhat  more 
than  twent\--eight  years  of  Age  at  the  Time  they  suf- 
fered, w^hich  was  on  Monday^  the  20th  of  Ma}\  1 728. 


Th^  Liv€s  ^Christopher  Rawlins,  alias  Thomas 
Rawlixs,  Isaac  Ashley,  alias  Alsebv;  John 
RocDEN,  alias  Hulks;  Edwa<^d  Benson,  alias 
Brown,  alias  Boiston  ;  George  Gale,  alias  Kiddy 
George;  Thomas  Crowder,  James  Toon,  John 
Hornby,  William  SEFTON,and  Richard  Nichols, 
T7iiev€Sy  Strut  Robbers^  Housebreakers^  i^r^r. 

[LTHOUGH  the  unfortunate  Criminals 
whose  Lives  we  are  now  going  to  relate, 
do  not  so  well  tally  with  one  another,  they 
having  been  of  different  Gangs,  and  dying 
for  various  Offences ;  yet  as  they  were  all  appre- 
hended in  Consequence  of  the  before-mentioned 
Proclamation,  were  Street  Robbers,  and  most  of  them 
not  unknown  to  one  another,  I  thous^ht  it  would  be 
better  to  s{>eak  of  them  here  all  at  once  than  by 
di\nding  them  into  several  Lives,  as  there  is  litde  to 
say  on  many  of  them  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
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Reader.  To  begin  with  Christopher,  alias  Thomas 
Rawlins.  He  was  the  Son  of  very  honest  Parents 
here  in  Town,  who  brought  him  up  as  well  as  their 
Circumstances  would  permit,  and  when  he  grew  big 
enough  to  go  out  to  a  Trade,  put  him  Apprentice  to 
a  Silver-Smith,  with  whom  he  served  out  his  Time 
with  tolerable  Reputation  ;  but  being  a  Lad  of  great 
Gaiety  and  Spirit,  having  much  addicted  himself  to 
the  Company  of  young  Fellows  of  a  like  Disposition, 
he  frequented  Dancing-Meetings,  and  took  delight  in 
everything  but  his  Business.  Such  inclinations  as 
these  easily  betrayed  him  to  the  Commission  of  the 
greatest  Crimes,  and  a  certain  Alertness  in  his  Tem- 
per made  him  very  acceptable  to  those  debauched 
young  Fellows,  who  were  his  usual  Companions  to 
such  Places.  Whether  he  was  at  first  seduced  by  the 
Persuations  of  others,  to  the  committing  Thefts  and 
Robberies,  or  whether  those.  Necessities  to  which 
their  Extravagancies  had  reduced  them,  put  him  and 
his  Associates  at  the  same  Time  on  taking  such 
Measures  for  filling  their  Purses,  is  hard  to  be  deter- 
mined, but  certain  it  is  that  for  some  Time  before  his 
being  apprehended,  he  had  been  very  busy  in  com- 
mitting such  Exploits,  and  was  looked  upon  for  his 
Courage  and  Dexterity  as  one  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Gang. 

Isaac  Ashley,  who  was  Rawlins  s  Companion,  and 
who  went  commonly  amongst  them  by  the  Nick- 
name of  Black  Isaac,  was  a  Fellow  of  a  ver\' 
different  Cast.  His  Parents  were  poor  People,  who 
had  indeed  taken  as  much  Care  as  was  in  their 
Power  of  his  Education,  and  afterwards  provided  for 
him  as  well  as  they  were  able,  putting  him  out  to  a 
Weaver  in  Spittle-Fields,  but  he  made  them  very  il' 
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Returns  for  all  their  Care  and  Tenderness,  proving 
an  obstinate,  idle,  and  illiterate  Fellow,  w-illing  to  do 
nothing  that  was  either  just  or  reputable,  and  who 
except  his  Dexterity^  of  Pocket-puking,  was  one  of  the 
most  stupid,  incorrigible  Wretches  that  ever  lived. 
He  had  followed  the  Practice  of  petty  Thieving  for 
a  considerable  Space,  but  though  he  got  considerably 
thereby,  he  lost  his  Money  continually  at  Gaming, 
and  so  remained  always  in  one  State,  ev::.,  very*  poor 
and  ver>'  wicked,  which  is  no  very  uncommon  Case 
among  such  sort  of  miserable  People,  who  lavishly 
waste  what  they  hazard  their  Souls,  and  throw  away 
their  Lives  to  obtain. 

yo/in  Roudat,  alias  Hulks,  the  latter  being 
his  true  Name,  had  the  Advantage  of  a  very 
tolerable  Education,  the  Effects  of  which  were  not 
obliterated  by  his  having  been  many  Years  addicted 
to  the  vilest  and  most  flagitious  Course  of  Life  that 
can  possibly  be  imagined.  The  Principles  with  which 
he  had  been  seasoned  in  his  Youth  served  to  render 
him  more  tractable  and  civilized  when  under  his  last 
Misfortunes,  into  which  he  fell  with  the  two  before- 
mentioned  Malefactors ;  they  being  all  indicted  for 
assaulting  one  Mr,  Francis  iri/Ziiims  on  the  High- 
way, and  taking  from  him  a  Silver  Watch,  Value 
three  Pounds,  tuo  Guineas  and  a  Moidore,  on  the 
2Sth  oi  FcbruarVy  172^.  The  Prosecutor  deposed, 
that  going  in  a  Hackney-Coach  between  11  ^a/Zing- 
Street  and  St  Pauts  School,  he  heard  the  Coachman 
called  to  to  stop,  immediately  after  which,  a  Man 
came  up  to  the  Side  of  the  Coach,  presented  a  Pistol 
and  demanded  his  Money  :  presently  four  more  pre- 
sented themselves  at  the  Coach -Windows  offerinsj 
their  Pistols,  and  saying,  they  had  no  Time  to  lose. 


k 


184  The  Life  of 

One  of  them  thereupon  thrust  his  Hand  into  his  Fob, 
and  took  out  his  Money  and  Watch,  yones  next 
produced  the  Watch  to  the  Court,  and  said  he  had  it 
from  Dalion,  who  was  the  third  Witness  called  to 
support  the  Indictment.  He  deposed  that  the  three 
Prisoners  at  the  Bar,  and  another  Person  not  yet 
taken,  were  those  that  attacked  the  Coach ;  that  he 
came  up  first,  and  Rouden,  who  took  the  Watch, 
afterwards,  as  he  did  the  Money,  Rawlins  and  he 
secreting  one  Guinea  from  their  Companions,  and 
afterwards  pawning  the  Watch  for  two  Guineas  more. 
Mr.  iVillis,  the  Constable,  swore  that  having  received 
Information  of  certain  disorderly  Persons,  he  there- 
upon went  and  apprehended  Dalion,  the  Evidence, 
who  making  an  ingenuous  Confession,  told  him  of  the 
Robbery  committed  on  Mr.  Williams,  and  where  the 
Prisoners  then  were,  whereupon  he  went  immediately 
to  apprehend  them  also,  Dalion  produced  a  Pistol 
after  he  was  apprehended,  and  declared  that  Rawlins 
had  the  Fellow  to  it,  which  was  loaded  with  a  Slug, 
When  they  came  to  the  Place  where  the  Prisoners 
were,  Rawlins  and  Rouden  made  an  obstinate  Defence, 
Sword  in  Hand,  and  were  with  great  difficulty  taken, 
while  Ashley  hid  himself  under  the  Bed,  in  Hopes  of 
making  his  Escape  in  the  Confusion.  Mr.  Willi'ss 
Brother  swore  to  the  taking  a  Pistol  from  Rawlins, 
such  as  Dalion  had  described,  and  which  was  loaded 
with  a  Slug.  The  Prisoners  had  nothing  to  say  in 
their  Defence,  except  flatly  denying  everything,  and 
averring  that  they  did  not  so  much  as  know  Dalion. 
But  Mr.  Wyat  being  produced,  swore  to  the  Con- 
trary of  that,  affirming  that  they  were  very  intimate, 
and  that  they  lodged  altogether  at  his  House  ;  so 
Ir  tliat  the  Jury  having  received  their  Charge  from  the 
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Judge,  took  but  a  verj'  small  Time  to  consider,  and 
then  returning  brought  in  their  \'erdict,  that  they 
were  all  Guilty,  whereupon  at  the  close  of  the 
Sessions  they  received  Sentence  with  the  Rest 

Edward  Baison  was  the  Son  of  very  reputable 
Persons  in  the  City  of  London^  who  had  taken  all 
due  Care  in  providing  him  a  suitable  Education, 
with  respect  both  to  the  Principles  of  Learning  and 
of  Religion,  and  when  he  was  at  Years  of  Discretion, 
put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Silver-Wire  Drawer. 
In  himself  he  was  a  young  Man  of  good  Under- 
standing, of  a  sweet  Temper,  and  but  too  tractable  in 
his  Disposition,  which  seemed  to  have  been  the 
Cause  of  most  of  his  Misfortunes ;  for  durinor  the 
Time  of  his  Apprenticeship,  being  so  unlucky  as  to 
fall  into  bad  Company,  he  was  easily  induced  to 
follow  their  Measures,  although  he  was  far  enough 
from  being  naturally  debauched,  and  seemed  to  have 
no  great  Vice  but  his  Inclination  to  Women,  which 
occasioned  his  marrying  two  Wives,  who  notwith- 
standing lived  peaceably  and  quietly  together.  The 
Mildness  of  his  Temper  seemed  to  have  wrought  this 
strange  Quietness  of  Spirit  between  the  Women. 
The  Papers  I  have  do  not  give  any  distinct  Account 
of  the  ^Ianner  in  which  he  first  came  to  join  in  the 
execrable  Employment  of  Plundering  and  Robbing 
in  the  Streets,  and  therefore  it  may  be  presumed  he 
was  drawn  into  it  by  his  Companions  whom  we  are 
next  to  mention. 

George  Gale^  alias  Kiddy  George,  was  quite  a  Boy 
at  the  Time  of  his  suffering  Death,  and  though 
descended  of  honest  Parents,  who  no  Doubt  had 
ijiven  him  some  Education  in  his  Youth,  vet  the  un- 
interrupted  Course  of  Wickedness  in  which  he  had 
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lived,  from  the  Time  of  his  being  able  to  distinguish 
between  Right  and  Wrong,  had  so  perfecdy  expunged 
all  Notions  of  Justice  or  Piety,  that  never  a  more 
stupid  or  incorrigible  Creature  came  into  this  miser- 
able State.  Thomas  Neeves,  who  had  been  their  As- 
sociate in  all  their  Villanies,  was  the  Person  who 
gave  information  against  him,  the  before-mentioned 
Benson,  and  several  other  Malefactors  we  shall  here- 
after speak  of.  Gale,  as  is  common  with  such  People, 
complained  vehemently  against  the  Evidence  who 
had  undone  him.  As  Death  approached,  he  shed 
Tears  abundandy,  but  was  so  ignorant  that  he  ' 
expressed  no  other  Marks  of  Penitence  for  his 
Offences. 

Thomas  Crowder,  was  a  young  Man  of  an  honest 
Family,  and  of  a  good  Education  ;  his  Friends  had 
put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Cabittet  Maker;  but 
before  he  was  out  of  his  Time  he  thought  fit  to  go  to 
Sea,  where  for  aught  that  appears  by  our  Papers,  he 
behaved  himself  honestly  and  industriously,  and 
coming  home  from  a  Voyage  a  little  before  his 
Death,  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  the 
Company  of  Neeves,  the  Evidence,  who  pretending  to 
have  Money,  and  an  Inclination  to  employ  it  in  the 
Holland  Trade,  prevailed  on  poor  Crowder  to  attend 
him  three  or  four  Days,  in  which  Space  Neeves  was 
married  and  had  great  Junketings  with  his  new  Wife 
and  her  Friends  ;  in  the  midst  of  which  they  were 
all  a[)prehended,  and  Neeves,  with  how  much  Truth 
must  be  determined  at  the  last  Day,  put  this  un- 
happy Man  into  his  Information,  and  gave  Evidence 
ist  him  al  his  Trial,  where  Benson,  Gale,  and 
lis  Crowder,  were  indicted  for  assaulting  fames 
Cohrr  on  the    Highway,  and    taking   from    him    a 
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Watch  valued  at  ioxts  Shillincrs,  and  five  Shillings  in 
Money :  for  which  Offence,  chiefly  on  the  Oath  of 
.\'im^,  they  were  all  capitally  con\ncted. 

jfames  Toom  was  another  of  those  unhappy 
Persons  who  suffered  on  the  Oath  of  A7rrv:>'.  He 
had  spent  his  Time  mosdy  upon  the  Water,  having 
r^?en  a  Seaman  for  several  Years,  and  after  that  a 
Fjirgemam.  He  was  a  young  Man  of  tolerable  good 
Sense,  x^erx*  civil  in  his  Behaviour  and  in  nothinor  re- 
s^mbled  those  who  are  ordinarilv  addicted  to  Rob- 
r:r^and  Thiex-ing*  His  Parents  were  Persons  in 
tolerable  Circumstances,  and  had  taken  a  due  Care 
:n  his  Education :  the  particular  Crime  for  which  he 
i:ed,  was  assaulting  y  times  J^/emhi^  in  the  Company 
of  Ga^r^e  Gale  and  Edz^Mrd  Brazen  alias  Benson^  and 
taking  from  him  the  said  /7rw///^n  a  Silver  Watch 
valued  at  fift\-  Shillings,  and  two  Guineas  in  Money, 
oa  die  third  of  ApHL 

jr^^H  Hornby,  had  been  bred  for  some  Time  at 
S<AooI,  beins:  descended  of  honest  Parents  who 
afterwards  put  him  Apprentice  to  a  joiner,  but 
Veinsf  naturallv  inclined  to  idleness  and  \'ice,  this  in 
a  short  Time  occasioned  his  takinicr  base  and  illei^'al 
Methods  to  acquire  Money.  His  Necessities  being 
also  increased  throuorh  his  foolishlv  marr\Hnsf  a 
Woman  while  he  was  yet  quite  a  Boy  and  knew  not 
how  to  maintain  her.  Picking  of  Pockets  was  his 
ttrst  Resource,  and  the  Method  of  Thievinir  which  he 
a:wa\'s  liked  best  and  ijot  most  Monev  bv ;  but 
being  of  a  verj-  easy  Temper,  his  Companions  found 
::  00  hard  Thing  to  persuade  him  into  taking  such 
other  Methods  of  Robbing  as  they  persuaded  him 
would  be  more  beneficial,  and  in  this  Benson  seemed 
to  have  been  one  of  his  chief  Advisers,     //orn^y  in 
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himself  was  good  natured,  and  much  less  rude  and 
boisterous  than  some  of  his  Companions.  He  had 
been  but  a  short  Time  engaged  in  the  Street  Robbing 
Practice,  anddid  not  seem  to  have  Courage  or  Bold- 
ness sufficient  to  make  himself  considerable  amongst 
his  Companions  in  those  enterprizes,  which  in  all 
Probability  was  the  Reason  while  under  Confinement 
they  treated  him  but  indifferently,  and  sometimes 
went  so  far  as  to  give  him  ill  Names  and  Blows, 
which  he  endured  without  saying  much,  and  seemed 
perfectly  resigned  to  the  several  Punishments  which 
his  own  Iniquities  had  brought  upon  him.  The 
Crime  for  which  he  died  was  a  Robbery  committed 
on  the  Highway  upon  the  Person  of  one  Edward 
Ellis,  from  whom  was  taken  a  Silver  Watch  valued 
at  four  Pounds,  and  two  Guineas  in  Money. 

William  Sefton  was  born  in  Lancashire,  and  during 
the  Lifetime  of  his  Father  had  received  a  tolerable 
Education ;  but  on  his  Death  and  his  Mother's 
marrying  another  Husband,  Sefton  who  had  been 
bred  a  Barber  and  Peruke  Maker,  finding  things  not 
to  go  to  his  Mind  came  up  to  London,  But  this 
change  did  not  it  seems  make  him  much  easier,  so 
that  after  having  led  an  unsettled  Life  for  a  con- 
siderable Space,  he  became  at  length  a  common 
Soldier.  It  will  be  easily  imagined  that  this  Choice 
of  his  did  not  much  better  his  Fortunes,  and  possibly 
the  Company  which  his  military  Life  obliged  him  to 
keep,  served  only  to  increase  his  Courage  so  far  as  to 
enable  him  to  take  a  Purse  on  the  Highway,  a 
Practice  he  had  pursued  with  pretty  good  Success 
for  a  considerable  Time  before  he  was  taken.  Beinir 
a  cunning  close  Fellow,  he  robbed  with  sb  much  Pre- 
caution  that  he  was  little  suspected  until   taken  up 
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for  the  Offence  for  which  he  died,  which  was  for  as- 
saulting Henry  Bunn  on  the  Highway,  and  taking 
from  him  a  Silver  Watch,  two  Pieces  of  Foreign 
Gold,  and  two  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  in  Money. 

Riehard  Xieliols  was  a  man  in  the  middle  Age  of 
Life,  of  a  grave  and  civil  Deportment,  of  good  Cha- 
racter. He  was  a  Barber  and  Peruke-ffiaker,  and  had 
lived  by  his  Profession  without  the  least  Suspicion  of 
his  being  guilty  of  any  such  Crime,  as  that  for  which 
he  died.  He  was  convicted  chiefly  on  the  Evidence 
of  -iWrrrj,  for  privately  and  feloniously  stealing  nine 
Silver  Watches  and  a  Gold  Watch,  the  Property  of 
Andrew  Moran  and  others  in  the  Dwelling-house  of 
the  said  Mr.  Moran.  As  there  was  nothing  remark- 
able in  this  Man  s  Life,  and  as  it  did  not  appear  that 
he  was  flagrandy  guilty  of  any  other  Vice  except 
Drinking  and  wasting  his  own  Aloney,  so  it  would  be 
needless  to  dwell  longer  upon  his  Adventures,  prior 
to  his  Condemnation,  and  therefore  we  shall  go  on  to 
speak  of  the  Behaviour  of  these  Criminals  while  they 
remained  under  Sentence  of  Death. 

Christopher  Rawlifts  seemed  to  retain  much  of  his 
old  boisterous  Temper,  and  though  he  would  some- 
times bring  himself  to  speak  with  Decency  concerning 
the  great  Duty  of  Repentance  which  now  alone  re- 
mained for  them  to  Practice,  yet  in  a  little  Time  he 
would  fly  out  again  into  strange  and  blasphemous 
Expressions,  for  which  being  reproved  hy  William 
Russel^  whom  we  have  before-mentioned  to  be  under 
Sentence  at  the  same  Time,  he  answered,  what  does 
it  signify  to  prepare  since  we  have  passed  through  so 
wicked  a  Life  in  this  World,  and  have  now  so  short  a 
Time  to  remain  in  it  ?  He  frequently  expressed  a 
Despair  of  God's   Mercy,  though   after   the  Death 
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Warrant  came  down  he  appeared  somewhat  more 
easy,  and  in  a  better  Disposition  to  offer  up  his 
Prayers  to  the  Almighty.  As  to  the  Crimes  for 
which  he  suffered,  he  readily  and  ingenuously  con- 
fessed them,  owned  the  Justice  of  the  Sentence  which 
had  been  passed  upon  him,  and  expressed  his  Sense 
of  the  Multitudeof  Offences  which  he  had  committed, 
and  which,  as  he  acknowledged,  deserved  no  Merc>' 
here,  nor  without  the  Interposition  of  the  Mercj-  of 
God,  hereafter.  Yet  in  the  Midst  of  these  Expressions 
of  Penitence  he  could  not  forbear  doing  somethii^  in 
his  old  Way,  and  a  few  days  before  his  Execution  he 
actually  cut  the  Tassels  from  the  Pulpit  Cushion  in 
the  Chapel.  Ashley  was  very  frank  in  his  Con- 
fessions of  numberless  Thefts  which  he  had  com- 
mitted in  the  Course  of  his  wicked  and  licentious 
Life,  but  peremptorily  denied  that  he  had  any  Con- 
cern whatsoever  in  the  Robbery  for  which  he  was  to 
die,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  Rawlins  and  Benson. 
who  said  that  they  indeed  committed  it,  but  that 
Ashley  was  no  ways  concerned  therein.  However, 
as  far  as  his  stupid  Disposition  would  give  him  leave, 
he  sometimes  expressed  great  Penitence  for  the  Facts 
which  he  had  committed.  Yet  the  Sunday  before  his 
Death,  he  stole  five  or  six  Handkerchiefs  at  C/iapcl. 
of  which  when  the  Ordinary  spoke  to  him  at  the 
Place  of  Execution,  he  only  said  it  was  true,  but  that 
he  must  have  something  to  subsist  on.  Rouden  ac- 
knowledged the  Justice  of  his  .Sentence,  that  he  was 
guilt\  of  the  Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge,  and  behaved 
ry  respect  like  a  true  and  sincere  Penitent 
Benson  maintained  the  same  Ease  and  Sweetness  of 
'emper  which  he  had  always  been  remarkable  for. 
'en  to  the  last  Moment  of  his  Life.     He  expressed 
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Indeed  much  Sorrow  for  his  having  lived  deliberately 
in  a  continual  Course  of  Adultery  with  two  Women, 
who  both  of  them  averred  that  they  had  been  lawfully 
married  to  him ;  he  frankly  confessed  his  own  guilt, 
and  that  the  Sentence  of  the  Law  was  just,  dying,  as 
far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  in  a  composed  and  peni- 
tent Disposition  of  mind.     George  Gale,  though  he 
owned  he  had  for  some  Time  been  a  private  Thief, 
yet  he  absolutely  denied  his  having  any  Concern  in 
the  Robberies  before-mentioned  ;  but  he  averred  that 
Xeeves  knowing  his  Character,  took  the  Advantage 
of  putting  him  into  the  Information,  as  knowing  that 
he  had  neither  Friends  nor  Interest  to  make  his 
Innocence  appear.     Benson  did  so  far  confirm  what 
Gale  said,  that  he  owned  he  alone  committed    the 
Robbery  for  which  he  was  convicted,  and  to  this  they 
both  adhered  to  their  last  Moments  at  the  Place  of 
Exenition,  where  Gale  wept  bitterly,   and  with  all 
outward  Tokens  of  Sorrow  confessed  the  Multitude 
of  Sins   he   had   committed  throughout  the   whole 
Course  of  his   Life.      Thontas  Crozoder  persevered 
even  to  Death  in  denying  any  Concern  with  Neroes, 
further  than  his  being  deluded  with  the  Hopes  of 
joining  with  him  in  a  Trade  to  Holland  and  France. 
Yet  the  Ordinary  tells  us  in  his  Account  of  these 
Criminals,  that  he  had  Reason  to  believe  that  Crouf- 
der,  notwithstanding  this,  was  Guilty,  because  a  Gen- 
tleman averred  that  he  had  owned  as  much  to  him  in 
the  Chapel  the  Day  he  died,      y antes  Toon  continued 
to  behave  with  Submission  to  the  Decrees  of  Provi- 
dence, though  he  absolutely  denied  his  being  guilty 
of  the  Fact  for  which  he  was  convicted.     He  ac- 
knowledged he  had  led  a  very  sinful  Life,  and  there- 
fore looked  on  it  as  a  great  Mercy  on  the  Providence 
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of  God,  that  he  had  so  much  Time  to  reflect  and 
repent  in.  Hornby  wept  and  lamented  grievously 
for  the  Miseries  which  he  had  brought  on  himself  and 
those  who  were  related  to  him,  said  he  had  for  a  long 
Time  been  guilty  of  illegal  Practices,  but  would  not 
acknowledge  that  he  had  been  Guilty  of  that  for 
which  he  was  condemned.  Sefion  appeared  under 
Condemnation  to  have  a  very  just  Idea  of  the 
wretched  State  he  was  in,  the  Necessity  there  was  of 
preventing  by  a  thorough  Repentance  a  yet  more 
severe  Judgment  than  that  under  which  he  then  lay ; 
he  acknowledged  the  Crime  for  which  he  died,  said 
he  had  been  drawn  to  the  Commission  of  it  by  the 
Persuasion  of  a  Person  whom  he  named,  and  at  the 
Place  of  Execution  declared  he  died  sorry  for  all  his 
Sins,  and  in  Charity  with  Mankind.  He  had  hardly 
been  turned  off  a  Minute  before  the  Rope  broke,  and 
he  fell  to  the  Ground,  but  the  Sheriffs  Men  laying 
hold  of  him,  he  was  soon  tied  up  again,  and  so 
executed  in  pursuance  of  his  Sentence.  Richard 
Nichols,  as  he  always  behaved  with  great  Decency, 
and  was  of  a  sober,  serious,  and  religious  Disposition, 
so  he  constantly  affirmed,  though  without  Vehemence 
or  any  Signs  of  Passion,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
Robbery  whereof  he  stood  convicted,  but  that  his  Life 
was  basely  sworn  away  by  Neeves,  the  Evidence, 
without  the  least  Ground  whatsoever,  he  having 
never  associated  himself  with  Street- Robbers,  or  been 
concerned  in  any  Sort  of  Thieving  whatever ;  and  in 
this  he  persisted  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  repeating 
and  averring  it  at  the  Place  of  Execution.  There  is 
the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that  he  spoke  the 
Truth,  because  Thomas  Neeves,  the  Witness,  when  he 
came  afterwards  to  die  at  Tyhirn,  acknowledged  that 
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he  knew  nothing  of  Nichols,  nor  had  ever  seen  him 
before  his  being  committed  at  the  Justices,  begging 
that  6^^d^  would  pardon  his  crying  Sin  of  Perjury  and 
Murder,  in  taking  the  Life  of  an  innocent^  Man. 
These  Malefactors  suffered  on  the  20th  o{ May,  1728. 
Rawlins  being  twenty-two,  Ashley  twenty-six,  Rouden 
twenty-four,  Betison  twenty-four.  Gale  seventeen, 
Crowder  twenty-two,  Toon  twenty- five,  Hornby 
twenty-one,  Sefton  twenty-six,  and  Nichols  forty 
Years  of  Age, 


The  Lives  of  V^iZYiKYiV^  Hughs^jw^/ Bryan  Macguire, 
Highwaymen  atui  Footpads,  &c. 

IDLENESS,  lewd  Women,  and  ill  Company, 
are  the  Sum  total  of  those  Excuses  which 
are  usually  urged  by  Criminals  when  they 
come  to  be  punished,  even  for  the  most 
flagrant  Offences.  Richard  Hughs  with  just  Reason 
exclaimed  on  them  all,  for  from  Youth  upwards,  he 
had  ever  addicted  himself  to  Laziness,  and  a  Dislike 
to  that  Business  to  which  he  was  bred,  viz.,  that  of  a 
Bricklayer.  Following  loose  Women  was  the  Thing 
in  which  he  took  most  Delight,  and  was  probably  the 
Occasion  of  his  subsequent  Alisfortunes.  The  imme- 
diate Cause  of  them  was  his  Acquaintance  with 
IViiliam  Sefton  before-mentioned,  with  whom  he 
joined  in  a  Confederacy  to  rob  on  the  Highway,  a 
Thing  to  which  his  Necessities  in  some  measure 
drove  him,  since  he  had  squandered  all  he  had  in  the 
World  on  those  abandoned  Women  with  whom  he 
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conversed,  and  had  contracted  so  bad  a  Reputation 
that  he  found  it  hard  to  be  employed  in  his  Business. 
Into  this  wretched  Confederacy  entered  also  the  other 
Offender,  Bryan  Macguire,  an  Irishfnan,  bom  in  the 
County  of  Wicklow,  He  had  been  bred  a  Sawyer, 
but  was  never  well  pleased  with  a  Trade  which  re- 
quired so  much  hard  Labour ;  however,  he  worked  at 
it  some  Time  after  he  came  to  England^  but  some  of 
his  Countrymen  persuading  him  that  it  was  much 
easier  to  live  by  Sharping,  a  Practice  they  well  under- 
stood, he  readily  fell  into  their  Sentiments,  and  soon 
struck  out  a  new  Method  of  Cheating  which  brought 
them  in  more,  and  with  less  Hazard,  than  any  of  the 
Ways  pursued  by  his  Associates.  The  Artifice  was 
this  :  by  repeated  Practice  he  found  a  Way  to  pull 
his  Tongue  so  far  back  to  his  Throat,  that  he  r^ly 
appeared  to  have  none  at  all,  and  going  to  Coffee- 
houses  and  other  places  of  public  Resort  for  the  better 
sort  of  People,  he  pretended  to  be  dumb,  and  then 
opening  his  Mouth  and  shewing  them  what  looked 
like  the  Root  of  a  Tongue,  obtained  by  this  Means 
large  Charities.  He  had  great  success  in  this  Cheat 
for  a  long  Time,  but  at  last  was  discovered  by  a 
Gentleman  blowing  some  Snuff  into  his  Throat, 
which  by  setting  him  Coughing  detected  the  Im- 
posture. Then  being  very  much  straitened  he  fell  in 
with  Seflon  and  Hughs,  with  whom  having  cheated 
and  tricked  for  a  little  Space,  they  at  last  came  to  an 
Agreement  of  going  together  upon  the  Highway,  and 
sharing  their  Purchase  equally  amongst  them.  How- 
ever, their  Partnership  was  of  no  very  long  Con- 
tinuance, for  in  nine  or  ten  Days  they  were  all  appre- 
hended and  brought  to  condign  Punishment  Hughs, 
who  as  well  as  Sefton,  had  been  a  Soldier,  and  had 
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quitted  the  Army  to  go  upon  the  Highway,  which 
was  a  ver>'  luckless  Occasion  for  him,  being  quickly 
apprehended  and  charged  with  five  several  capital 
Indictments,  to  all  of  which  when  he  came  to  be 
arraigned,  he  resolutely  pleaded  Guiltj%  and  when 
reminded  by  the  Court,  that  the  Crimes  with  which 
he  was  chai^d  were  Felonies  without  Benefit  of  the 
Clei^%  he  persisted  therein,  saying,  he  tvould  fwt 
give  the  Judge  ar  the  Gentlemen  on  the  Jury  unneces- 
sary Trouble.  Macgtiire  was  indicted  on  four  of  the 
Indictments  which  had  been  preferred  against ////^Ay, 
and  capitally  convicted  on  them  all.  He  was  no 
sooner  under  Sentence,  but  he  declared  himself  to 
be  of  the  Communion  9f  the  Church  oiRome.  How« 
ever  he  attended  constantly  at  the  Chapel^  seemed  to 
listen  eamesdy  to  what  was  said  there,  and  made 
Responses  regularly  to  the  several  Prayers,  a  thing 
which  Papists  seldom  comply  with.  However  Bryan 
appeared  to  be  a  reasonable  Man  in  this  respect, 
saying  that  he  hoped  God  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
imperfect  Atonement  which  he  was  able  to  make  for 
his  Offences,  and  would  not  impute  it  to  him  as  a  Sin, 
that  he  had  taken  all  Occasions  which  offered  of  pre- 
senting his  Petitions  for  Remission,  and  in  this 
Disposition  he  continued  until  the  Day  of  his  Execu- 
tion^ when  both  he  and  Hughs  appeared  composed 
and  Penitent,  desiring  the  Prayers  of  those  who  were 
Witnesses  of  their  Death,  submitting  thereto  with  all 
exterior  Marks  of  Resignation,  on  the  26th  Day  of 
june^  1728,  Hughs  being  twenty-four,  and  Macguire 
twent)'-eight  Years  of  Age  or  thereabouts. 
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7%^  Z^  d?/"  James  How,  alias  Harris,  a  notorious 
Highwayman,  Private  Thief  &c. 

HOUGH  generally  speaking,  the  old 
saying  holds  true,  that  nobody  becomes 
superlatively  wicked  at  once,  yet  it  may  be 
also  said,  that  a  long  and  habitual  Course 
of  Vice  at  last  so  hardens  the  Soul,  that  no  Warnings 
are  sufficient,  no  Dangers  so  frightful,  nor  Reflections 
so  strong  as  to  overcome  lewd  Inclinations,  when 
their  Strength  has  been  increased  by  a  long  unre- 
strained Indulgence.  The  Criminal  of  whom  we  are 
now  to  speak,  was  a  Native  of  the  Town  of  Windsor, 
in  the  County  of  Berks,  His  Parents  were  honest 
People  in  middle  Circumstances,  who  took  such  Care 
of  his  Education,  that  he  was  fit  for  any  sort  of 
Business  to  which  he  would  have  applied  himself; 
but  he  on  the  contrary'  continued  to  lead  a  lazy  and 
indolent  Course  of  Life,  sauntering  from  one  Place 
to  another,  and  preferring  Want  and  Idleness  to  In- 
dustry and  Labour.  He  at  last  became  so  burthensome 
to  his  Relations,  that  with  much  Ado  they  got 'him 
to  Sea,  where  being  of  a  robust  Constitution,  and  of 
a  bold  daring  Spirit,  he  quickly  gained  some  little 
Preferment  in  the  Ship  on  board  of  which  he  sailed, 
and  might  possibly  have  done  very  well,  if  he  had 
continued  at  Sea  for  any  Time.  He  had  the  good 
Luck  also 'to  serve  on  board  the  Admiral,  and  to 
be  taken  Notice  of  as  a  sprightly  young  Fellow, 
capable  of  coming  to  Good  ;  but  alas  !  yames  soon 
blasted  this  Prospect  of  good  Fortune ;  for  no  sooner 
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was  he  on  Shore,  than  laying  aside  all  the  Views  he 
had  formed  of  rising  in  the  A\izy,  he  associated 
himself  with  some  of  his  old  Companions.  They 
persuaded  him  to  take  a  Purse,  as  the  shortest 
and  easiest  Method  of  supporting  those  Expenses  into 
which  his  Inclination  for  sensual  Pleasures  naturally 
plunged  him.  He  too  easily  listened  to  their 
Persuasions,  and  from  that  Time  forward  left 
nothing  unstole  upon  which  he  could  lay  his  Fingers. 
Punishment  did  not  pursue  his  Crimes  with  a  leaden 
Pace ;  on  the  Contrary'  he  scarce  offended,  e'er  she 
made  him  sensible  of  the  Offences.  Brul^wells^ 
Prisons^  Duckings^  Las/uNgs,  and  BeattPigs  of  Hanp^ 
were  made  familiar  to  him  by  his  running  through 
them  several  Times  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years.  At 
length  as  he  increased  the  Guilt  of  his  Crimes,  so 
she  added  to  the  Weight  of  his  Sufferings,  for  after 
having  been  in  Xeiogate  several  times  for  lesser  Of- 
fences, he  was  at  last  committed  for  Felony,  and 
being  thereof  convicted  was  ordered  for  Transpor- 
tation, he  rightly  conceiving  that  if  he  was  carried 
into  the  Plantations,  he  must  be  obliged  to  work  very 
hard,  the  thing  in  the  World  which  he  most  dreaded. 
In  order  therefore  if  possible  to  escape  he  foiled  a 
Letter  as  if  from  a  certain  Man  of  Quality  directing 
that  he  should  be  set  at  Liberty  in  order  to  serve  as 
a  good  Hand  on  board  one  of  his  Majest>-'s  Ships, 
but  his  old  ill  Luck  persuing  him,  the  Forgery  was 
detected ;  and  he  was  thereupon  ordered  to  remain 
two  Years  at  hard  Labour  in  BridcialL  but  when  he 
was  brought  thither,  the  Keeper  absolutely  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  him.  They  knew  him  of 
old,  and  said  a  Fellow  of  his  Temper  was  fit  only  to 
make  the  other  Criminals  who  Avero  there  unruly,  by 
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projecting  and  putting  into  their  Heads  Methods  for 
making  their  Escape.  Upon  this  he  was  carried  back 
again  to  Newgate,  and  remained  a  Prisoner  there  for 
that  Space  of  Time.  How  he  came  by  his  Liberty 
again,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say,  all  that  appears 
from  my  Papers  is,  that  he  made  a  very  ill  Use  of  it 
as  soon  as  he  obtained  it,  returning  immediately  to 
the  Commission  of  those  Crimes  for  which  he  had 
before  forfeited  it,  and  at  length  turning  House- 
breaker, he  was  committed  for  feloniously  stealing 
Five  Pounds  out  of  the  House  of  yo/in  Spence,  for 
which  Fact  at  the  Sessions  following,  a  Bill  of  Indict- 
ment was  found  against  him,  and  he  was  thereupon 
arraigned.  At  first  he  insisted  that  Overtures  had 
been  made  him  in  order  to  procure  Discoveries  from 
him,  and  therefore  he  desired  he  might  be  admitted 
an  Evidence.  The  Court  informed  him  that  they 
would  enter  into  no  Altercations  with  a  Prisoner  at 
the  Bar  ;  that  he  had  heard  the  Nature  of  the  Charge 
preferred  against  him  ;  and  that  now  they  could  hear 
nothing  from  him  unless  he  pleaded  guilty  or  not 
guilty.  He  persisted  obstinately  in  his  first  Demand 
and  in  Consequence  thereof  absolutely  refused  to 
plead  ;  whereupon  he  was  told  from  the  Bench,  that 
such  Behaviour  was  not  a  Method  proper  to  excite 
the  Mercy  of  the  Court,  that  it  was  not  in  their 
Power  to  comply  in  any  Degree  with  what  he  de- 
sired, but  that  they  should  proceed  to  pass  Sentence 
upon  him  as  a  Mute,  by  which  he  would  suffer 
a  much  greater  and  more  grievous  Punishment  than 
if  he  were  found  guilty  of  the  Crime  of  which  he 
was  accused.  This  made  no  Impression  upon  tlie 
Criminal.  He  said  he  could  but  die,  and  the  Manner 
in  which  he  died  was  indifferent  to  him,  and  so  Sen- 
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tence,  as  is  usual  in  such  Cases,  was  pronounced  upon 
him,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  carried  back  and  put 
into  the  Press ;  but  when  he  had  carried  it  so  far,  and 
found  there  was  no  avoiding  that  cruel  Fate  which 
was  appointed  for  such  obstinate  Persons  as  himself, 
he  desired  Time  till  the  next  Morning  to  consider 
his  Plea,  which  being  permitted  him,  he  at  that  time 
pleaded  guilty.     While  under   Sentence  of   Death, 
something  very  extraordinary  occurred  in  relation  to 
this  Malefactor.     It  seems  one  Mrs.  Dawson  had  a 
Parcel  of  Plate,  consisting  of  two  Silver  Tankards, 
two  Silver  Mugs,  a  Silver  Cup,  and  a  Punch  Laddie, 
seven  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  in  Money,  and  a  great 
Quantity  of  Papers  of  considerable  Value,  stolen  out 
of  her  House.     She  suspected  one  Eleanor  Redd€)\ 
and  causing  her  to  be  apprehended,  she  thereupon 
confessed  that  she  opened  the  Door  of  her  Mistress  s 
House  in  the  Nigh  time,  and  let  in  one  William  Read; 
that  she  saw  him  take  away  the  Plate,  and  watched 
in  the  meanwhile  to  observe  if  anybody  came.      Upon 
this  Confession,  she  herself  was  convicted,   but  no 
Evidence  appearing  against  William  Read,  who  was 
tried  with  her,  he  was  acquitted.     After  she  received 
Sentence  of  Death,  she  declared  herself  absolutely 
innocent  of  the  Fact  for  which  she  was  to  die,  affirm- 
ing that  as  soon  as  she  was  taken  up,  some  Neigh- 
bours coming  about  her  persuaded  her  to  make  such 
a  Confession,    and  to  charge    William   Read  with 
stealing  the  Things,  assuring  her  that  in  case  she  did 
so,  she  would  preserve  herself  by  becoming  a  Witness 
against  him ;    and  that  she  being  a  silly  timorous 
Creature,  and  terrified  by  their  suggesting  that  if  she 
took  not  the  Method  they  proposed  somebody  would 
infallibly  swear  against   her,  she    with   much    Ad^ 
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assented,  and  being  carried  before  fustice  faekson, 
made  and  signed  the  Confession  before-mentioned. 
But  How,  alias  /^arrw, whose  Life  we  are  now  writing, 
declared  that  he  himself  robbed  Mrs.  Dawson,  and 
a  considerable  Quantity  of  the  Plate,  and  most  of  the 
Papers  he  had  still  in  his  Possession,  ofTering  to 
restore  them,  if  the  said  Vivs.  Dawson  had  Interest 
enough  to  procure  a  Pardon  either  for  himself  or 
Eleanor  Reddey.  The  Ordinary  assured  him  that 
Mrs.  Dawson  could  do  no  such  thing,  and  at  the 
same  Time  he  exhorted  him  to  make  what  Resti- 
tution was  in  his  Power,  since  otherwise  his  Repen- 
tance would  remain  imperfect,  and  small  Hope  could 
be  given  him  of  his  meeting  with  Forgiveness  from 
an  offended  God.  At  first  this  seemed  to  have  little 
or  no  Weight  with  the  Criminal.  He  expressed  him- 
self very  civilly,  when  spoken  to  on  that  Head,  but 
peremptorily  refused  to  do  anything  towards  making 
Satisfaction  to  Mrs.  Dawson,  unless  she  could  do 
something  for  him  or  for  the  Woman ;  but  when 
Death  approached  he  began  to  relent,  sent  for  the 
Ordinary,  and  told  him,  that  as  for  the  Plate  it  was 
indeed  out  of  his  Power,  but  that  for  the  Papers  he 
had  caused  them  to  be  brought  in  a  Box,  which  he 
delivered,  and  desired  they  might  be  kept  carefully, 
because  he  was  sensible  that  they  were  of  great  Value 
to  ilii'ir  Owner.  At  the  Place  of  Execution  he 
sctincil  desirous  of  clearing  his  Wife  from  any  Impu- 
tations of  being  concerned  with  him  in  any  of  his 
Villanies.  and  then  suffered  with  much  Resignation, 
On  the  nth  of  September,  1728,  being  near  thirt)'- 
eight  \'ears  of  Age. 
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Thomas  Meduxe,  Hig/twayfH^n  aput  J^ootpads. 

RIFFITH  OWEN,  the  first  of  these 
unhappy  Criminals,  was  the  Son  of  very 
honest  Parents  who  had  giv*en  him  a  good 
Education  in  respect  both  o(  Letters  and  of 
Religion.  When  he  was  grown  up,  they  put  him  out 
Apprentice  to  a  Butcher  in  Nezc^atc-Markct,  with 
whom  he  served  his  Time,  though  not  without  com- 
mitting Faults  and  neglecting  his  Business,  besides 
addicting  himself  too  much  to  Gaming  and  idle  Com- 
lonv,  the  usual  Introduction  to  those  Crimes  for  the 
Commission  of  which  he  afterwards  suffered.  His 
Companion  Harris^  if  Ouyn  were  to  be  believed,  first 
prx^iosed  Robbing  as  an  Expedient  to  the  Supply  of 
their  Pockets,  to  which  he  too  readily  gave  way,  and 
haWng  once  ventured  to  attack,  never  suffered  him- 
self nor  his  Companions  to  cool,  but  in  the  Space  of 
about  six  Weeks,  keeping  themselves  still  warm  with 
Liquor,  they  committed  five  or  six  Robberies,  for 
whidi  at  last  they  were  all  apprehended.  As  they 
had  been  Companions  together  in  Wickedness,  so 
thtry  shared  also  in  Imprisonment  and  Death,  the 
Consequence  of  those  Offences  they  had  committed. 

Samuel  Hams,  though  he  had  received  a  tolerable 
Education  as  to  Reading  and  Writing,  yet  he  nev^er 
applied  himself  to  any  Business,  but  served  BruJt^ 
i\yers  as  a  Labourer,  in  Company  wnth  his  Fellow- 
>airerer  Mediiue.       Havinij   been    all  his    Lifetime 
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addicted  to  Lust  and  Wickedness,  he  proposed  Rob- 
bing to  his  Companions  as  the  most  feasible  Method 
of  getting  Money  wherewith  to  support  their  De- 
baucheries and  the  Strumpets  who  used  to  partake 
with  them  at  their  Houses  of  Resort.  He  confirmed 
what  Owen  had  said,  and  acknowledged  that  durincr 
the  Time  they  continued  their  Robberies,  never  any 
People  in  the  World  led  more  profligate  and  more 
uneasy  Lives  than  they  did,  being  always  engaged 
in  a  continual  Circle  of  Drunkenness,  Violetue,  and 
Whoredom,  while  their  Minds  were  continually  agi- 
tated with  the  Fear  of  being  apprehended,  so  tliat 
they  never  enjoyed  Peace  or  Quiet,  from  the  Time  of 
their  betaking  to  this  Course  of  Life,  unto  the  Day 
of  their  Apprehension  and  coming  to  the  Gallows. 

Thomas  Medline  was  born  of  parentage  more  mean 
than  either  of  his  Companions,  and  had  so  little  Care 
taken  of  him  in  his  Youth,  that  he  could  neither  read 
nor  write.  However,  he  applied  himself  to  workinjj 
hard  as  a  Labourer  to  the  Bricklayers,  and  got 
thereby  for  sometime  sufficient  wherewith  to  maintain 
himself  and  his  Family,  until  giving  himself  over  to 
Drink,  he.  minded  little  what  became  of  his  Wife  and 
Children,  and  falling  unhappily  about  the  same  Time 
into  the  Acquaintance  of  the  before-mentionetl 
Malefactor  Harris,  by  him  he  was  easily  seduced 
to  become  a  Partner  in  his  Crimes,  and  addict  himself 
to  the  Highway.  It  was  but  a  short  Space  that  they 
continued  to  exercise  their  illegal  and  infamous  Call- 
ing, for  venturing  to  attack  one  Mr.  Barker  on  the 
Ware  Road,  and  not  long  after  Doctor  Edward  Hulst\ 
they  were  quickly  apprehended  for  these  Facts,  and 
after  remaining  some  Time  in  Newgate,  were  brought 
to  trial  at  the  Old-Bailey.     There  it  was  sworn  b\ 
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M  r.  Barker^  that  he  observed  them  drinking  at  an 
Ale-house  at  Tottenham^  the  ver>'  Evening  in  which 
he  was  robbed*  and  that  apprehending  them  to  be 
loose  and  disorderiy  Persons,  he  took  more  than 
ordinary*  Notice  of  their  Faces ;  that  about  a  Mile 
from  Edmonton  Churchy  they  came  up  with  him,  and 
notwithstanding  he  told  them  he  knew  them,  they 
•julled  him  off  his  Horse  and  robbed  him  of  five 
Pounds  and  Six-pence  ;  that  returning  the  next  Day 
to  the  Place  where  he  was  robbed,  he  found  Seven- 
r-ence.  which  he  supposed  they  dropped  in  their 
Hurrj'.  On  the  second  Indictment  it  was  deposed 
by  one  Mr.  Hyat^  that  he  suspected  the  Prisoners 
tVcmi  the  Description  given  by  Mr.  Barker  ^xA  Doctor 
Hulse^  to  be  the  Persons  who  had  robbed  them.  He 
dtereupon  apprehended  them  on  Suspicion,  and  diat 
Mr.  Barker  zs  soon  as  he  saw  them  swore  to  their 
Faces^  Doctor  Hulse  deposed  that  they  were  the 
Persons  who  robbed  him  of  his  Watch  and  Money, 
and  that  he  had  particularly  remarked  Chcai  as  having 
d  Scar  in  his  Face.  Thomas  Bennct,  the  Doctors 
Coachman,  swore  that  Owen  was  the  Man  who  got 
upon  the  Coach- Box  and  beat  him,  and  afterwards 
robbed  his  Master,  that  not  contented  therewith,  they 
beat  the  Witness  again,  knocked  out  one  of  his 
Teeth,  and  broke  his  own  Whip  about  him.  Henry 
Greenu*ood  confirmed  this  Account  generally,  but 
could  not  be  positive  to  any  of  the  Faces  except 
that  of  Chcen.     The  ynry  found  them  all  guilt)-. 

WTiile  under  Sentence  of  Death,  they  all  behaved 
themselves  with  as  much  Penitence  and  seeming 
Sorrow  for  their  Offences  as  was  ever  seen  amono^st 
Persons  in  their  Condition.  They  attended  as  often 
as  Di\nne  Worship  was  celebrated  in  the  C/io/c/,  and 
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appeared  very  desirous  of  Instruction  as  to  those 
private  Prayers  which  they  thought  necessary  to  put 
up  to  God,  when  carried  back  to  the  several  Places  of 
their  Confinement  Harris  seemed  a  little  uneasy, 
on  the  Ordinary  s  remonstrating  to  him  that  he  was 
more  guility  than  the  Rest,  inasmuch  as  he  first 
excited  them  to  the  falling  into  those  wretched 
Methods  by  which  they  had  brought  Shame  and 
Ruin  upon  themselves.  He  answered  that  there  w^as 
little  Difference  in  their  Dispositions,  they  having 
been  all  addicted  for  many  Years  to  the  greatest 
Wickedness  which  Men  could  Practice,  and  that  his 
Companions  were  no  less  ready  than  he  to  fall  upon 
such  Means  of  supporting  themselves  in  sensual 
Delights.  As  he  averred  this  to  their  Face,  they  did 
not  contradict  it,  but  seemed  to  take  Shame  to  them- 
selves, and  to  Sorrow  alike  for  the  Evils  they  had 
committed.  They  Ended  their  Lives  at  Tyburn^  on 
the  nth  of  September^  1728,  with  all  outward  Signs 
of  true  Repentance.  Owen  being  twenty,  Harris 
twenty-nine,  and  Medline  thirty-nine  Years  of  Age. 
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T/ie  Liz'cs  of  Peter  Le\*ee,  John  Featherby,  Ste- 
phen Burnet,  alias  Barnham,  and  Thomas  Vaux, 
Street  Robbers,  Footpads,  Private  Thieves,  &c. 

>RE  than  once  in  the  Course  of  these 
Memoirs  I  have  remarked  that  a  ridiculous 
Spirit  of  vain  Glory  is  often  the  Source  of 
those  prodigious  Mischiefs  which  are  com- 
mitted by  those  abandoned  Persons  who  addict 
themselves  to  open  Robberies,  and  the  carrj-ing  on 
as  it  were  a  declared  War  against  Mankind.  TAe/t 
and  Rapine  may  to  some  appear  odd  Subjects  for  ac- 
quiring Glor>\  yet  it  is  certain  that  many,  especially 
of  the  younger  Criminals,  have  been  chiefly  in- 
stigated in  their  most  daring  Attempts  from  a  vain 
Inclination  to  be  much  talked  of  These  Observa- 
tions will  be  better  illustrated  from  the  followingf 
Lives  than  they  could  have  been  in  any  other  way. 
Peter  Lezre  was  descended  from  honest  and  reputable 
Parents,  who  gave*  him  a  good  Education,  and 
bound  him  out  afterwards  Apprentice  to  a  Silk- 
Jl'eaz'er;  but  such  was  the  perverse  Disposition  of 
this  unfortunate  Lad,  such  his  Love  of  Gaming,  and 
such  his  continual  Inclination  to  debauched  Company 
that  nothing  better  could  be  expected  from  him,  than 
what  afterwards  befell  him.  Yet  his  Understanding 
was  tolerable,  he  did  not  want  a  sufficient  Share  of 
Wit,  and  in  a  Word,  his  Capacitj*^  altogether  might 
have  enabled  him  to  have  lived  very  well,  if  his 
prodigious  Vices  had  not  prevented  it  by  hunting 
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him  into  Misfortunes.  It  was  remarkable  in  this 
Criminal,  that  from  his  long  Habit  of  carrying  on  the 
detestable  Trade  of  Stealing,  to  which  he  had  inured 
himself  in  every  possible  Shape,  he  had  given  so  odd 
a  Cast  to  his  Visage,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  Man 
to  look  him  in  the  Face  without  immediately  guessing 
him  to  be  the  Rogue  he  was.  While  yet  but  a  Boy, 
he  had  been  so  accustomed  to  Confinement  in  the 
Compter,  especially  in  Wood-street,  that  he  had  con- 
tracted a  Friendship  with  all  the  Under-Officers  in 
that  Prison,  who  treated  him  with  great  Lenity  as  often 
as  he  came  there.  Picking  Pockets,  sneaking  Goods  out 
of  Shops,  snatching  them  through  Windows,  and  such 
other  petty  Facts,  were  the  Employments  of  his  junior 
Years.  As  he  grew  bigger,  he  grew  riper  in  all  sorts 
of  Villany,  though  never  a  Fellow  had  worse  Luck 
in  dishonest  Attempts,  for  he  was  always  detected, 
and  frequently  had  gone  through  the  lesser  Punish- 
ments of  the  Law,such  as  WhippinganA  hard  Laiour. 
He  lay  four  Years  at  one  Time  in  Newgate  for  a 
Fine,  and  this  finished  the  Course  of  his  villanous 
Education  ;  for  from  the  Time  he  got  out  he  never 
ceased  to  Practice  robbing  in  the  Streets,  and  on  the 
Roads  to  the  Villages  near  London,  until  he  and  his 
Companion^  fell  into  the  Hands  of  justice,  and  went 
Itogelher  tu  their  last  Adventure  at  Tyburn, 
""ohn  Ffiitherby,  the  second  of  these  Criminals,  had  j 
ived  a  ^-^reater  Share  of  Education  than  any  of  the  ' 
His  Father  had  been  a  Man  in  tolerable 
imstanc':s,  and  with  great  Care  provided  that  this 
ing  Fellow  should  not  be  ignorant  of  anything  that 
be  nt:C(issary  or  convenient  for  him  to  know  in 
lijsini;ss  for  which  he  designed  him,  viz.,  a 
Painiir.  but  he  did    not  live  to  see  him  put 
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A  pprentice  to  it,  which  his  Mother  afterwards  took 
care  to  do,  and  consequendy  had  not  the  Mis- 
fortune of  seeing  him  live  so  scandalous  a  Life, 
and  die  so  shameful  a  Death.  His  Understanding 
was  tolerable,  but  his  Behaviour  so  rude,  boisterous, 
and  shocking,  that  he  left  no  Room  even  for 
that  Compassion  to  which  all  Men  are  naturally 
prone,  when  they  see  Persons  under  Sentence  of 
Death.  The  Desire  of  appearing  Brave,  and 
making  the  Figure  of  a  Hero  in  low  Life,  was  in  all 
Probabilit)*,  the  Inducement  to  his  acting  so  odd  a 
Part  and  as  he  was  generally  looked  upon  as  their 
Chief  bv  the  Unfortunate  Creatures  who  were  of  his 
Gang,  possibly  he  put  on  this  Ferosity  of  Manner 
in  order  to  support  his  Authorit\%  and  preserve  that 
Respect  and  Superioritj-  of  which  these  Wretches  are 
observed  to  l>e  inexpressibly  fond  of  yielding. 

SttphcH  Burnet^  alias  Barttd^  alias  Barnham^  which 
was  his  true  Name,  was  a  Child  when  he  died,  and  a 
Thief  almost  from  his  Cradle.  His  Parents,  who 
were  People  of  Worth,  sent  him  to  School,  with  a 
Design  doubdess,  that  he  should  have  acquired  some 
Good  there,  but  Stephm  made  use  of  that  Time  to 
visit  a  Master  of  his  own  choosinor,  the  celebrated 
Mr.  joKathan  WUd^  at  whose  Lczy  he  was  a  pretty 
constant  Attendant,  and  while  an  Infant  a  most 
assiduous  Compaition  and  Assistant  to  the  famous 
BlmiskiM.  My  Readers  may  be  perhaps  inquisitive 
to  know  how  an  infant  of  eight  years  old  could  in 
any  way  assist  a  person  of  Blutskms  Profession ;  for 
their  Information  then,  perhaps  for  their  Securit)-, 
I  must  inform  them,  that  while  Blueskin  and  one  of 
his  Companions  bought  a  Pair  of  Stockings,  or  two 
or  three  Pair  of  Gloves,  in  a  large  Shop,  Stt-phcH  used 
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to  creep  on  All-fours  under  the  Counter^  and  march 
off  with  Goods  perhaps  to  the  value  of  Ten,  Twelve, 
or  Twenty  Pounds,  but  alas  he  was  not  the  youngest 
of  Mr.  Wild's  Scholars.  I  myself  have  seen  a  boy  of 
six  years  old  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey  for  stealing  the 
Rings  off  an  Oyster-Womans  Fingers  as  she  sat 
asleep  by  her  Tub,  and  after  his  being  acquitted  by 
the  Compassion  of  the  ^ury,  Jonathan  took  him 
from  the  Bar,  and  carrying  him  back  upon  the  Leads, 
lifted  him  up  in  his  Arms,  and  turning  to  the  Specta- 
tors, said,  Heres  a  Cock  of  the  Game  for  you  ^  of  my 
own  breeding  up.  But  to  return  to  Barnhatn:  his 
Friends  no  sooner  found  out  the  Villany  of  his  In- 
clinations, but  they  took  all  Methods  imaginable  to 
wean  him  from  his  Vices.  They  corrected  him 
severely ;  they  offered  him  any.  Encouragements  on 
his  shewing  the  least  visible  Sign  of  Amendment: 
they  put  him  to  seven  several  Trades  upon  liking : 
but  all  this  was  to  no  Purpose,  nothing  could  persuade 
him  to  forsake  his  old  Trade,  which  following  with 
indefatigable  Industry,  he  made  a  Shift  to  reach  the 
Gallows  with  the  Character  of  an  old  Offender,  at 
almost  nineteen  Years  of  Age.  After  Barnham, 
Featherby,  Vaux,  and  Levee  became  acquainted,  they 
suffered  no  Time  to  be  lost  in  perpetrating  such  Facts 
as  were  most  likely  to  supply  them  with  Money. 
roving  abroad  almost  every  Night  in  quest  of 
Adventures,  and  returning  seldom  without  some 
considerable  Prey.  Perhaps  my  Readers  may  be 
inquisitive  to  know  what  became  of  all  this  Money  ? 
Why  i-eally  it  was  spent  in  Drink,  in  Gaming^  and  in 
Whores,  three  Articles  which  ran  so  high  amongst 
these  Knights- Errant  in  low  Life,  that  Barnhatn  and 
two   more   found   a   way  to  lavish  a  hundred  and 
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twenty  Pounds  in  tliem  in  three  Weeks.     In  one  of 
his  nocturnal   Expeditions,  in  Company  widi   Levee 
and  Feather  by,  they  robbed  one  Mr.  Brown  in  Deans- 
Court  by  St  PatiVs  Church-Yard  of  a  Gold  Watch 
and  thirteen  Guineas,   upon  which   the   Gentleman 
thought  fit,  it  seems,  to  offer  a  Reward  in  the  News- 
papers oifive  Gtiineas  for  restoring  the  Watch.     Not 
many  Days  after  he  received  an   Epistle  from  Mr. 
Bamham^  in  which  he  was  told,  that  if  he  came  to  a 
Field  near  Sadler s-W ells,  and  brought  the  promised 
Reward  of  five  Guineas  along  with  him,  he  should 
there  meet  a  single  Person  at  half  an  Hour  after  Six 
precisely,  who  would  restore  him  his  Watch  without 
doing  him  any  Injury  whatsoever.     At  the  Time  ap- 
pointed the  Gentleman  went  thither,  found  Barnham 
walking  alone,  well   dressed  with  a  laced   Hat  on, 
who  immediately  came  up  to  him,  and  receiving  the 
Fiz'e  Guineas  presented  him  with  his  Watch.     Mr. 
Brown  having  no  more  to  do  with  him,  immediately 
turned  round  to  go  back,  upon  which  Barnham  pro- 
duced a  Pistol  ready  cocked  from  under  his  Coat 
}  ^ou  see,  says  he,  it  is  in  my  Power  to  rod  you  again, 
but  I  scorn  to  break  my  Word  of  Honour.     Levee  and 
Featherby,  it  seems,  were  posted  pretty  near,  and  as 
they  all  declared,  intended  to  have  shot  the  Gende- 
man,  if  he  had  brought  anybody  with  him,  or  had 
made  the  least  Opposition  or  Noise.     At  Kingston 
Assizes  Barnham  was  tried  for  a  Robbery  committed 
in  Surrey,  but  for  want  of  sufficient  Evidence  was 
acquitted,  upon  which  he  returned  immediately  to  his 
old   Trade.     About  three   Months   before  he  was 
apprehended  for  the  last  Time,  he  came  into  Little- 
Britain,  the  Place  where  he  was  bom,  produced  a 
Silver  Spoon  2xA  fifteen  Shillings  in  Money,  declared 
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it  to  be  the  Effects  of  that  Day's  Exploits,  and  then 
climbing  up  a  Lamp-post,  thrust  his  Head  through 
the  Iron  Circle  in  which  in  Winter  time  the  Lamp  is 
placed,  declaring  to  the  Neighbours  who  called  to 
him,  and  advised  him  to  reform,  that  within  three 
Months,  he  would  do  something  that  should  bring 
him  to  be  hanged  in  the  same  Place.  As  to  the  Time, 
he  was  not  much  mistaken,  though  he  was  a  litde  out 
as  to  the  Manner  and  Place  of  his  Execution,  and  we 
mention  this  Fact  only  to  show  the  amazing  Wicked- 
ness of  so  young  a  Man,  of  which  we  shall  hereafter 
have  Occasion  to  say  a  great  deal  more. 

Thomas  Vaux^  was  a  Fellow  of  no  Education: 
whether  he  had  been  brought  up  to  any  Employment 
I  am  unable  to  say ;  but  that  which  he  followed  was 
Sweeping  of  Chimnies,  the  Profits  of  which  he  eked 
out  with  private  Thefts,  in  which  he  continued 
undiscovered  for  a  long  Space  of  Time.  In  himself 
he  was  a  Fellow  void  almost  of  every  good  Qualit)*. 
disliked  even  by  his  Companions,  for  his  brutal 
Behaviour  which  he  still  kept  up  even  under  his 
Misfortunes,  and  ceased  not  to  behave  wnth  an 
obstinate  Perverseness  even  to  the  last  Moment  of 
his  Life.  The  Fact  for  which  all  this  Gang  suffered 
was,  for  Robbing  one  Mr.  Clark  at  the  Comer  of 
Water  Lafu,  in  Fleet  Street,  which  was  proved  upon 
them  by  Witnesses  in  the  following  Manner  at  their 
Trial. 

Mr.  Clark  the  Prosecutor  deposed,  that  going  in  a 
Coach  from  St.  Pauls  to  the  Inner  Temple^  he  saw 
three  or  four  Persons  dogging  it  from  the  great 
Toy-Skop  at  the  Comer  of  St  Paul's  Church  Yard, 
that  he  scarce  lost  Sight  of  them  until  he  came  to 
the  End  of  Water  Lane,  where  Barnfiam  and  V^aux 


Peter  Levee,  a    Thief ^  &c.  211 

stopped  the  Coach.  He  then  looked  out  and  saw 
them  plainly.  Lez'ce  stepped  into  the  Coach,  put  his 
Hand  into  his  Pocket  and  tore  his  Breeches  down  in 
taking  out  the  Things,  Featlurby  all  the  while 
holding  a  Pistol  to  his  Breast  The  Things  they 
took  from  him  were  a  Silver  Watch  valued  four 
Pounds,  a  Diamond  Ring,  three  Pounds  eleven  Shil- 
lings in  silver  and  fourteen  Guineas.  Then  the 
Confessions  of  Levee  and  Bamham  before  Sir  Wil- 
liam BillerSy  Knight  and  Alderman^  were  read,  in 
which  they  owned  that  they  committed  the  Robbery 
on  Mr.  C larky  and  that  Featherby  and  Vaiix  assisted 
therein.  Sir  William  also  attested  that  they  made 
the  said  Confession  freely  without  any  Promises 
made,  or  being  threatened  in  case  of  Refusal. 
Thomas  Wood  swore  that  going  to  apprehend 
Featherby  and  one  Cable,  in  a  House  in  Blue-Boars 
Head-Alley  in  Barbican,  they  both  snapped  their 
Pistols  at  him,  but  that  neither  of  them  went  off. 
Mary  Vaux,  Wife  of  the  Prisoner  Thomas  Vaux, 
having  first  excused  herself  from  giving  any  Testi- 
mony against  her  Husband,  deposed  that  she  saw  the 
Rest  of  the  Prisoners  commit  the  Robbery  at  the 
End  of  Water  Lane,  and  that  Lei'ce  got  into  the 
Coach,  upon  which  Evidence  taken  altogether,  the 
yury  found  them  guilty  without  going  out  of  the 
Court  When  they  received  Sentence  of  Death, 
they  all  behaved  themselves  audaciously,  except  Letre 
who  appeared  penitent  and  excused  himself  of  the 
Misbehaviour  he  had  been  guilty  of  at  his  Trial. 
During;  the  Time  they  remained  under  Sentence  of 
Death  in  Newgate,  this  last  mentioned  Criminal 
Levee  appeared  truly  sensible  of  his  miserable  State. 
He  attended  the  Public  Devotion  at  Chapel  with 
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great  Seriousness,  except  when  his  audacious  Com- 
panions pulled  him  and  disturbed  him,  when  he  would 
sometimes  smile.  As  he  had  passed  through  the 
former  Part  of  his  Life  without  Thought  or  Reflec- 
tion, so  he  seemed  now  awakened  all  at  once  to  a  just 
Sense  of  his  Sins ;  in  a  Word,  he  did  everythinj^ 
which  so  short  a  Space  could  admit  of  to  convince 
those  who  saw  him  that  he  minded  only  the  great 
Business  he  had  to  do,  viz.,  the  making  his  Peace 
with  that  God  whom  he  had  so  much  Offended. 
Featlterby,  as  had  been  said,  persisted  in  that  brutal 
Behaviour  for  which  he  had  been  remarkable  amongst 
his  Gang.  At  Cia/^Z  he  disturbed  the  Congregation 
by  throwing  Sticks  at  a  Gentleman,  laughing  and 
talking  to  his  Companions,  sometimes  insulting  and 
beating  those  who  were  near  him,  and  in  fine 
encouraged  the  Rest  of  his  Companions  to  behave  in 
such  a  Manner  that  the  Keepers  were  reduced  to  the 
Necessity  of  causing  them  all  four  to  be  chained  and 
nailed  down  in  the  old  Condemned  Hold,  for  fear  of 
their  committing  some  Murder  or  other  before  they 
died,  which  they  often  threatened  they  would  do. 
There  they  continued  for  three  or  four  Days,  until 
upon  the  Promise  of  Amendment  and  of  behaving 
better  for  the  Future,  they  were  released  and  brought 
back  again  to  their  respective  Cells,  and  at  Times  of 
Public  r)evotion  up  to  Cltapel.  When  the  Death 
IVai-raut  came  down,  Featherby  appeared  to  be 
more  mo\'ed  than  could  have  been  expected,  seemed 
dreadful  Agonies  at  the  Remembrance  of  his 
ler  wicked  and  impudent  Behaviour,  prayed  with 
t  Fen.'ency,  and  said,  he  hoped  that  God  would 
liave  Mercy  upon  him.  Barnham  continued  un- 
'ed  to  the  last :  he  did  indeed  abstain  from  til 
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Language  and  disturbing  People  at  C/taptl,  but  em- 
ployed his  Time  in  his  Cell  in  Composing  a  Song  to 
celebrate  the  Glorious  Actions  of  himself  and  his 
Companions.  This  was  Work  he  much  valued  him- 
self upon,  and  sending  for  the  person  who  usually 
prints  the  Dying  Speedus,  he  desired  it  might  be 
inserted ;  but  as  it  contained  incitements  to  their 
Companions  to  eo  on  in  the  same  Trade  in  the 
strongest  Terms  he  was  capable  of  framing  them  in, 
his  Design  therefore  was  frustrated,  and  they  were 
not  published.  Vaux  behaved  a  little  more  civilly 
after  their  being  stapled  down  in  the  Condemnal 
Hold,  but  appeared  throughout  the  Time  of  his 
Confinement  to  be  a  very  obstinate  and  incorrigible 
Fellow.  Lez^e  was  twenty-four  Years  old,  Feathcrby 
about  the  same  Age,  Barnham  nearly  nineteen,  and 
l^^atix  twenty  three,  at  the  time  they  suffered,  being 
on  the  nth  oi  NovcfPiAer,  17 28,  in  Company  with 
Nine  other  Malefactors. 

A  Paper  written  by  Featltcrbys  own  Hand  which  he 
delivered  to  the  Ordimiry  of  A^ciccrate  in  the 
Chapd,  immediately  before  the  Execution. 

AS  it  is  my  Misfortune  to  come  to  this  untimely 
End,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  cuknoioledgc  tlie  justice 
of  Almighty  God,  and  that  of  my  Country  ;  and  I . 
humbly  implore  Pardon  of  tlu  Divine  Goodness,  and 
Forgii^eness  of  all  that  I  have  injured,  or  afiy  u^ays 
Offended.  I  have  had  tlu  Blessing  and  Adi^antage  of 
honest  and  pious  Parents  whose  tender  Care  provided 
for  my  Education  so  t/iat  I  might  have  lived  to  God  s 
Glory ^  their  Comfort,  and  my  ou)$i  lasting  felicity  ;  but 
I  take  3/uime  to  myself  and  humbly  acknowledge^  that 
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by  the  evil  Ways  I  of  late  followed,  I  neglected  my 
Duty  to  my  great  Creator,  and  brought  Grief  to  my 
Dear  and  tender  Mother;  and  having  thus  far,  and 
much  more.  Offended  against  God  afid  Man,  I  hope 
and  earnestly  Desire  that  no  prudent  or  charitable 
Person  will  reflect  upon  my  good  Mother,  or  any  other- 
Friend  or  Relation,  for  my  s/iameful  End 

John  Featherby 


The  Life  of  Thomas   Neeves,   Street-Robber  and 

Private  Thief 

jHERE  are  some  Persons  so  amazingly  desti- 
tute of  Reason,  so  exceedingly  stupid,  and 
of  so  sleepy  a  Disposition  of  Mind,  that 
neither  Advice,  Danger,  nor  Punishment  are 
capable  of  awakening  them  ;  they  pass  through  Life 
in  a  continual  Lethargy  of  Wickedness,  nor  can  they 
be  obliged  to  open  their  Eyes,  even  when  at  the 
Point  of  Death.  How  shocking,  how  horrid  soever 
such  Character  may  be,  certain  it  is,  that  the  Crimi- 
nal Neeves,  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking,  deserved 
no  better.  His  Parents,  though  mean,  had  not 
omitted  the  Care  of  his  Education  so  far  iDut  that  he 
had  learned  to  read  and  write,  which  they  thought 
Qualification  sufficient  for  the  Business  in  which  they 
intended  to  breed  him,  viz,,  a  Cane- Chair- maker,  to 
which  Employment  they  put  him  Apprentice.  He 
did  not  serve  out  his  Time  with  his  Master,  for 
Jwiving  got  into  an  Acquaintance  with  some   lewd 
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debauched  Persons,  he,  whose  Inclination  from  his 
youth  turned  that  way,  went  totally  into  all  their 
Measures,  and  quitting  all  Thoughts  of  an  honest 
Livelihood,  thought  of  nothing  but  Picking  and 
Stealing,  associating  himself  with  a  Woman  of  the 
same  Calling,  who  probably  furthered  him  in  all  his 
Attempts,  in  Consideration  of  which  he  married  her  ; 
and  they  were  both  together  in  Neivgate  for  their 
several  Offences.  We  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this 
Volume^  mentioned  his  becoming  a  Witness  against 
several  Street- Robbers,  who  were  executed  upon  his 
Evidence,  of  whom  George  Gale,  alias  Kiddy  George^ 
Tfwntas  CroudcTy  y antes  Toon,  and  yohn  Hornby, 
denied  the  Commission  of  those  particular  Facts 
which  he  swore  against  them  ;  and  Richard  Nichols 
who  was  a  grave,  sober  Man,  went  to  Death  and  took 
it  upon  his  Salvation,  that  he  was  never  concerned 
either  in  the  Act  for  which  he  died,  or  in  any  other 
of  the  same  Kind  during  the  Course  of  his  Life.  As 
the  Town  naturally  abhors  Perjuries  which  affect 
Men's  Lives,  and  are  not  very  well  affected  towards 
Evidences  even  when  they  do  not  exceed  the  Truth, 
so  the  Misfortune  of  Neeves  being  a  second  Time 
apprehended,  instead  of  creating  Pity,  gave  the  Public 
general  Satisfaction.  At  the  Sessions  following  his 
Confinement,  he  was  indicted  for  privately  stealing 
out  of  the  Shop  of  Charles  Lawrence  a  Duroy  Coat 
of  the  Value  of  thirteen  Shillings,  in  respect  of  which 
Robbery  the  Prosecutor  deposed :  That  Thomas 
Neeves  about  seven  in  the  Evening  came  into  his 
Shop,  he  being  a  Salesman,  and  enquired  for  a 
Dimity  Waistcoat:  one  accordingly  w^as  shewn  him, 
but  while  they  were  bargaining  as  to  the  Price 
Neeves  on  a  sudden  turned  towards  the  Door,  anc 
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having  with  some  Earnestness  cursed  the  Prosecutor, 
snatched  up  a  Coat  and  ran  away,  upon  which  Mr. 
Lawrence  followed  him,  crying  out  stop  Thief  which 
Nevees  himself  also  bawled  out  as  loud  as  he  could 
till  he  was  taken.  Upon  this  Evidence  the  yury 
found  him  Guilty. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  his  Behaviour  was  much 
of  a  Piece  with  what  it  was  before.  As  to  Con- 
fessions he  would  make  none,  saying,  he  would  give 
no  Occasion  to  Books  or  Ballads  to  be  made  about 
him.  Even  in  Chapel  he  behaved  himself  so  rudely, 
that  he  occasioned  great  Disturbance,  and  put  the 
I^eepers  under  a  Necessity  of  treating  him  with  more 
Severity  than  was  usual  to  Persons  in  his  miserable 
Condition.  When  alone  in  his  Cell  he  expressed 
great  Diffidence  of  the  Mercy  of  God,  seemed  to  be 
in  a  State  of  Despair,  and  though  he  was  often 
pressed  to  declare  whether  Depositions  he  had  given 
in  against  the  aforementioned  Street- Robbers  were 
true  or  not,  he  either  waived  making  an  answer,  or 
used  so  much  Evasion  or  Equivocation,  that  it  re- 
mained doubtful  whether  he  swore  Truth  or  no.  As 
his  End  drew  nigh,  he  appeared  more  and  more  con- 
fused and  uneasy,  but  not  a  Bit  more  penitent  or 
ready  to  confess ;  notwithstanding  that  several  Per- 
sons, and  some  of  them  of  Distinction,  had  applied  to 
him  in  the  Cells,  and  earnestly  exhorted  him  to  that 
Purpose.  He  also  drank  excessively,  though  so  near 
his  End,  and  his  Conscience  loaded  with  such  a 
Weight  of  horrible  Offences.  Yet  it  is  very  probable 
that  he  would  have  been  much  more  tractable  in  his 
Temper,  and  ingenuous  in  his  Confessions,  if  he  had 
not  been  continually  visited  and  kept  warm  by  a 
certain  ill  Woman,  he  at  that  Time  owned   for  his 
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Wife.  This  wretched  Creature  was  employed  by 
some  Persons  who  thought  themselves  in  Danger  if 
A^en^es  should  once  become  truly  Penitent,  to  keep 
him  full  of  idle  Thoughts  and  delusive  Promises  to 
the  very  Hour  of  his  Death,  in  which  from  the  Tem- 
per of  the  Fellow,  they  flattered  themselves  his 
Cowardice  would  make  them  safe.  In  this  wicked 
Design  they  succeeded  but  too  well ;  for  Neeves  con- 
tinued careless,  obstinate,  and  impenitent  to  the  last 
Moment  of  his  Life.  At  the  Place  of  Execution  he 
staggered  and  was  scarcely  able  to  stand,  bawling  out 
to  a  Man  in  a  Coach  who  was  to  carry  away  his  Body, 
until  the  Ordinary  reprimanded  him,  and  told  him  he 
believed  he  had  drank  too  much  that  Morning,  to 
which  Nccves  answered,  No,  itideed  Sir,  I  only  took  a 
Dram  ;  and  then  besought  him  that  a  Psalm  might 
be  Sung,  which  Request  of  his  being  complied  with, 
he  yet  could  not  forbear  smiling  while  they  were 
singing.  The  Father  and  Wife  of  Mr.  Nichols,  the 
Barber^  so  often  mentioned,  got  into  the  Cart  and 
earnestly  inquired  whether  the  Deposition  he  had 
given  against  him  were  the  Truth  or  not  Ncrccs 
thereupon  with  Tears  owned  that  it  was  not,  and 
thence  fell  into  a  greater  Agony  than  he  had  ever 
been  perceived  in  before,  beseeching  God  to  have 
Mercy  on  him  for  shedding  innocent  Blood,  into 
which  he  had  been  induced  by  the  Persuasions  of 
others,  who  represented  it  to  him  as  a  means  for  get- 
ting Money  both  for  them  and  him  ;  he  owned  that 
he  never  saw  Nichols  in  his  Life  before  they  were  at 
the  Justices  together.  After  this  he  cried  two  or 
three  Times  unto  God  to  forgive  him,  and  so  was 
turned  off  with  the  Rest  on  the  27th  of  February^ 
1 729,  being  then  about  twenty-eight  Years  of  Age. 
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77/^  Z^V^i^  (?/*  Henry  Gahogax,   and  Robert 

Blake,  Coiners. 

lOTWITHSTANDING    the    Number  of 
those  who  have  been  executed  for  this  Of- 
fence, we  have  had  frequent  instances  of 
late  Years  of  Persons  who  rather  than  groan 
under  the  Burthen  of  Poverty,  or  labour  hard  to  get 
an  honest  Livelihood,  have  chosen  this   Method  of 
supplying  their  extravagancies,  and  consequently  have 
run  their   Heads  into  an  Halter.     Henry  Gahogaii 
an  IrisJmian,  was  born  of  mean  Parents,  who  had 
however  bestowed  so  much  Education  upon  him,  that 
he  attained  to  writing  a  very  fair  Hand.     In  order  to 
get  his  Bread,  he  set  up  the  Business  of  a  IVrilim^ 
Master  in  a   Part  of  Ireland  where  there  were  few- 
Masters  to  strive  against  him.    Here  he  behaved  for 
sometime  so  well,  that  he  got  the  Reputation  of  beini^^ 
an   honest   industrious   young    Man ;    but   whether 
Business  fell  off,  or  that  his  roving  Temper  could  no 
longer  be  kept  within  Bounds,  the  Papers  I  have  do 
not  enable  me  to  determine.      However  it  was,   he 
went  upon  his  Travels,  and  passed  through  a  great 
part  of  Europe,  in  the  Quality  as  may  be  conjectural 
of  a  Gendeman's  Servant,  until  two  or  three  Years 
before  his  Death,  about  which  Time  he  brought  over 
the  Art  of  Coining  which  he  had  been  taught  \y\  a 
Countryman  of  his  into  England,  as  an  easy   Re- 
source whenever  his  Difficulties  should  straiten   him 
so  far  as  to  make  this  Assistance  necessary.     Soon 
ifter   his   coming   over   hither,   his    Extravagancies 
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reduced   him  in  a   short  Time  so  much,  that  one 
of   his   CountrjTiien   thought   he   did    him  a   great 
Ser\'ice  in  recommending  him  to  one  Blak^  for  an 
Usher.  Blake  at  that  Time  pretended  to  teach  young 
Gendemen  to  fence,  having  a  School  for  that  Pur- 
pose near  the    Tanple,  whither  Gahogan  came  ac- 
cordingly, and  after  staying  some  Time  for  two  Days 
successively,  and  finding  that  no   scholars  came,  he 
opened  the  Case  to  his  ^Iaster  that  was  to  have  been, 
and  told  him,  how  easy  it  was  to  get  Money  and  live 
well,  provided  they  had  but  Utensils  for  Coinings 
and  soon  after  shewed  him  a  Specimen  of  his  Art, 
which  he  performed  so  dexterously  that  at  first  Sight 
they  promised  themselves  prodigious  Matters  there- 
from.     They  engaged  one  Ferris,  who  formerly  had 
been  a   Clerk  to  Gentlemen  of  Lincoln  s  Inn  and 
the  Temple,  but  adventuring  to  trust  another  Person 
with  the  Secret,  he  soon  after  made  a  Discovery  and 
impeached  diem  all,  upon  which  this  Galwgan,  Blake, 
and  the  beforementioned  /r/T/i.  together  with  two 
Women,  came  to  be  tried  for  this  Oftence,  on  an  In- 
dictment  of  Hig/t    Treason.      The    Evidence   was 
ver>'    clear,    notwithstanding    the    Assurance    widi 
which  Blake  and  Ga/wgan  behaved  at  the  Bar,  and 
the  perplexed  Defence  which  was  made  by  Ferris, 
who  fancied  himself  so  sure  of  being  Acquitted,  that 
he  directed  Horses  to  be  hired,  in  order  to  his  going 
down   to   the  Country'  Assizes,    there   to  assist  as 
Solicitor  for  a  notorious  Offender.      The  y//r>'  21^^^ 
a  short  Stay  brought  him  in  Guilty,  but  acquitted  the 
Women,  of  whom  the  one  was  the  Mother  of  this 
Ga/iogan,  and  the  other  the  Mistress  or  Wife  of  the 
said  Robert  Blike,  of  whom  we  are  next  to  speak. 
He  was  by  Birth  also  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  ; 
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his  Parents,  People  of  some  Condition,  who  gave  Him 
a  good  Education,  and  afterwards  put  him  out  Ap- 
prentice to  a  Lifie7i'draper.  After  he  was  out  of  his 
Time  he  married  a  Woman  with  some  little  Fortune, 
by  whom  he  had  three  Children,  and  after  misusing 
her  greatly,  went  away  from  her  into  England,  H  ere 
he  led  a  loose,  debauched  Life,  and  subsisted,  to  give 
it  the  best  Phrase,  rather  on  the  Ingenuity  of  his 
Head  than  the  Industry  of  his  Hands.  Here  he 
found  Means  to  draw  aside  a  Farmers  Daughter,  to 
whom  he  was  married,  and  whom  he  involved  so  far 
in  his  Misfortunes,  as  to  bring  her  to  the  Bar  with 
himself  for  High  Treason,  where  her  Marriage  was 
so  far  of  Service  to  her  that  it  excused  her  from 
bearing  a  Share  in  his  Conviction.  After  they  were 
found  Guilty,  Gahogan  expressed  much  Penitence  and 
Sorrow,  acknowledged  the  heinous  Offences  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty,  and  expressed  particular  Concern 
for  the  ill  Usage  he  had  given  his  poor  Modur. 
whom  he  had  often  beaten  and  abused :  indeed  he  was 
once  committed  to  Bridezvell  on  that  Score,  whicli 
effectually  ruined  what  little  Reputation  he  had  left. 
Hefore  the  Day  of  his  Execution  came,  he  was  sn 
exceeding  poor  and  destitute,  that  he  scarcely  had 
Clothes  wherewith  to  cover  him,  or  Food  sufficient  i'> 
preserve  that  Life  which  was  so  suddenly  to  be 
finished  at  the  Gallows.  As  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge  from  his  outward  Behaviour,  he  was  a  sincere 
and  hearty  Penitent ;  only  it  was  with  great  Difficult\ 
he  forgave  the  Persons  concerned  in  his  ProsecutiiV), 
which  however  at  last  he  declared  he  did,  and  passt^  u 
with  great  Resignation  and  Piety,  though  by  a  v'iokr.i 
Death,  from  this  World  to  another,  and  we  mav 
charitably  hope  a  better.     As  to  Blake,  his  Behavi*..:  - 
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was  not  so  much  of  a  Piece  at  first,  but  when  he  per- 
cvived  Death  inevitable,  notwithstanding  his  having 
pnxrured  a  Reprieve  for  a  Week,  and  thereby  escaped 
living  with  his  Companion  Gahogan,  the  Prospect  of 
!iis  approaching  Dissolution  wrought  so  far  upon  him 
that  with  much  seemingf  Penitence  he  made  a  frank 
Confession  of  all  his  Offences,  reflecting  chiefly  on 
himself  for  having  deserted  his  Wife,  and  living  for 
so  manv  Years  with  other  Women.  When  the 
Week  for  which  he  had  procured  a  Reprieve  was 
expired,  he  was  carried  alone  on  a  Hurdle^  which  is 
usual  in  Cases  of  High  Treason^  and  being  come  to 
the  Place  of  Exemtion^  he  stood  up  and  spoke  to 
those  who  were  present,  in  the  following  Terms : — 

Good  People, 

/  am  brought  here  justly  to  suffer  Death  for  an 
Cncnee.  the  Nature  ofichich  I  did  not  so  well  eom- 
trehend  at  the  Time  I  committed  it.  I  have  deen  the 
P'aitest  of  all  Sinners^  addicted  to  every  kind  of  Lust ^ 
'^d  guilt}  of  every  fnanner  of  Crime,  excepting  that  of 
Murder  only.  J  'ou  that  are  assem filed  here  to  see  the 
unfortunate  £xit  of  an  unhappy  Man^  tahe  iVa  ruing 
fr^m  my  Fate^  and  az*oid falling  into  those  Extrava- 
gancies which  necessarily  bring  Persons  to  those  Straits 
Zl  lich  have  forced  me  upon  taking  undue  Courses  for  a 
Supply^  This  is  the  End  proposed  by  the  Law,  to 
make  me  a  Spectacle,  and  I  pray  God  with  my  last 
Breathy  that  you  may  make  that  use  of  it.  After  this 
short  Speech  he  betook  himself  to  some  private 
Devotions,  and  then  suffered  with  great  Constancy 
and  Resignation  of  Mind. 

He  was  executed  on   the  31st  of  March ^  i7-9» 
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being  then  about  thirty-eight  Years  of  Age;  Gahoga7i 
died  on  the  24th  of  the  same  Month,  being  then  thirty- 
Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Peter  Kelley,  alias  Owen,  alias 

NiSBET,  a  Murderer. 

ETHER  there  be   really  any  Gradation 
in  Crimes,  or  whether  we  do  not  mistake  in 
supposing  the  Transgression  of  one  Law  of 
God  more  heinous    than    that  of  another, 
would  be  a   Point  too  Difficult  and  of  a  Nature  too 
abstract  for  us  to  enter  into.       But  as  human  Nature 
is  more  shocked  at  the  shedding  of  Blood  than  at  any 
other  Offence,  we  may  be  allowed  to  treat  those  wlio 
are  guilty  of  it  as  bloody  and  unnatural    Men,   who 
besides  their  losing  all  Respect  towards  the  Laws  of 
God,  show   also   a  Want  of  that   Compassion   anil 
Tenderness   which    seems   incident    to    the    human 
Species.     The  unhappy  Person  of  whom  we  are  now 
to  speak,  was  by   Birth  an  Irishman^  and  his    true 
Name  was  Mackhtien,  but  upon  his  coming  over  to 
Engla7id,  he  thought  fit  to  change  it  for  Owen,  there- 
by inclining  to  avoid  being  taken  for  any  other  than 
an  Englishtnan.     His  Parents  were  it  seems  Persons 
so  low  in  the  World,  that  they  could  not  afford  him 
any  Education,  so  that  he  was  unable  either  to  Read 
or  Write  at  the  Time  of  his  Death.     However,  thev 
put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a    Weaver,  with  whom 
having  served  his  Time,  he  came  over  to  Englafui. 
and  worked  for  a  little  Time  at  his  Trade ;   but  then 
growing  idle,  being   always   inclined  to  sotting,  he 
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chose  rather  to  go  of  Errands,  or  to  do  anything, 
rather  than  work  any  longer.  It  seems  he  played 
with  great  Dexterity  upon  two  yczos  Harps  at  one 
Time,  and  this  serving  to  entertain  People  of  as  loose 
and  idle  a  Disposition  as  himself :  he  thereby  got  a 
^^.xxl  deal  of  ^loney,  or  least  Drink,  which  was  to 
him  all  one,  for  without  it  he  could  not  Live,  and 
his  delicfht  in  an  Ale  House  was  so  <jreat  that 
he  seldom  cared  to  be  out  of  it  People  in  such 
I^ouses  finding  they  got  Money  by  his  playing  upon 
the  jexi's  Harp^  and  thereby  keeping  People  longer 
at  the  Pot  than  otherwise  they  were  inclined  to  stay, 
they  used  to  encourage  Peter  by  helping  to  Errands  ; 
but  amongst  all  the  Persons  who  were  so  kind  as  to 
supply  his  Necessities,  there  was  one  Kisbet  an  old 
Man,  a  yoiner  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  was 
never  wearN"  of  doinof  him  Kindnesses,  which  he  re- 
jHiated  often  and  for  a  long  Time  together.  Kelly  at 
last  began  to  call  the  old  Man  Fat  her ^  and  there 
seemed  to  be  an  inviolable  Friendship  between  them, 
Fetcr  always  preser\'ing  some  Respect  towards  him, 
though  he  seemed  to  have  lost  it  towards  everybody 
else.  One  Night  however,  or  rather  Morning,  for  it 
was  near  two  o'Clock,  Kelly  came  with  many  Signs 
of  Terror  and  Confusion  to  the  Watch  House,  and 
there  told  the  Cofgstable  and  Attendants,  that  old 
Xisbet  was  murdered,  and  lav  welterinij  in  his  Bed 
and  a  Razor  by  him.  The  Watch  knowing  Peter  to 
be  a  wild,  half-witted  drunken  Fellow,  gave  litde 
heed  to  his  Discourse ;  and  so  far  were  they  from 
crediting  it,  that  they  turned  him  out  of  the  Watch 
House,  and  bid  him  get  about  his  Business ;  but  in 
the  Morning  old  Nisbefs  Lodgers  not  hearing  him  stir 
.It  his  usual  Hour,  went  to  the  Door,  and  there  made 
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a  Noise  in  order  to  awake  him.  Having  no  answer 
upon  that,  they  sent  for  a  proper  Officer  and  broke 
the  Door  open,  where  they  found  the  old  Man 
with  his  Throat  cut  in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  and 
covered  with  the  Torrent  of  his  own  Blood,  which 
was  yet  warm.  No  sooner  did  the  Particulars  of 
this  horrid  Murder  begin  to  make  a  Noise,  but  the 
Watch  calling  to  mind  what  Kelly  had  told  them,  im- 
mediately suspected  him  for  the  Murder,  which 
caused  him  quickly  to  be  apprehended  and  committed 
to  Newgate,  On  this  Trial  the  strongest  circum- 
stances imaginable  appeared  against  him,  insomuch 
that  the  Jury  without  much  Hesitation  found  him 
guilty  ;  and  he  after  a  pathetic  '  Speech  from  the 
Bench,  on  the  Nature  and  Circumstances  of  his 
bloody  Crime,  received  Sentence  of  Death  with  the 
rest.  Under  Conviction  he  appeared  a  very  stupid 
Creature  ;  though  as  far  as  his  Capacity  would  give 
him  leave,  he  shewed  all  'imaginable  Signs  of  Peni- 
tence and  Sorrow,  and  attended  with  great  Gravit\' 
and  Devotion  at  the  Public  Service  in  the  Chapci 
notwithstanding  he  professed  himself  to  be  in  the 
.  Communion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  He  acknow- 
ledge the  deceased  Mr.  Nisbet  to  have  been  extra- 
ordinarily kind  and  charitable  to  him,  even  to  as  great 
a  Degree  as  if  he  had  been  his  own  Child  ;  but  as  to 
the  Murder,  he  flatly  denied  his  committing  it,  or  his 
having  any  Knowledge  of  its  being  committed  ;  and 
though  he  was  strongly  pressed  as  to  the  Nature  of 
those  Circumstances  on  which  the  yury  had  found 
him  guilty,  and  which  were  so  strong  as  to  persuade 
all  mankind,  that  their  Verdict  was  just ;  yet  he  con- 
tinued still  in  the  same  Mind,  protesting  his  own 
Clearness  from   that   bloody  and  detestable  Crime, 
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and  in  this  Disposition  of  Mind  he  suffered  at 
Tybum^  being  at  that  time  about  Forty  Years  of 
Age  or  somewhat  under. 


The   Lives   of  Wiluam    Marple    and   Timothy 

Cotton,  Highwaymen. 

|HAT  Violence  with  which  young  People 
in  this  Age  pursue  the  Gratifications  of 
their  Passions,  without  considering  how  far 
they  therein  violate  the  Laws  of  God  and 
of  their  Country,  is  the  common  and  natural  Source 
of  those  many  and  great  Afflictions  which  fall  upon 
them,  and  though  they  do  not  always  bring  them  to 
such  exemplary  Punishments  as  befel  the  Criminals 
whose  Memoirs  we  have  undertaken  to  transmit  to 
Posterity,  yet  they  fail  not  to  make  them  exceedingly 
uneasy,  and  very  unhappy.  These  consequences  are 
unavoidably  entailed  on  such  destructive  Pleasures 
so  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  Man's  Soul,  and  so  de- 
rogatory to  that  Excellence  for  the  Attainment  of 
which  he  was  created.  Although  one  would  imagine 
these  Observations  must  naturally  occur  at  some 
Time  or  other  to  the  Minds  of  Persons  who  ever 
think  at  all  concerning  the  Design  of  their  own 
Being,  yet  Experience  convinces  us  that  they  very 
seldom  do,  and  that  if  they  do,  they  make  but  very 
litde  Impression. 

William  Marple,  the  first  of  these  Criminals,  was 

descended  from  Parents  of  tolerable  Fortune  as  well 

as  unblemished  Reputation.     They  had  been  careful 

in  bestowing    on  him  an  excellent   Education,   at 

vou   II.  Q 
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Schools  both  in  Town  and  Country.  The  Use  he 
made  of  it  you  will  quickly  hear,  which  cannot  how- 
ever be  mentioned  as  a  Reflection  on  his  unhappy 
Parents,  who  were  as  anxious  to  have  him  taught 
Good,  as  he  was  in  pursuing  Evil.  When  he  grew 
to  Years  capable  of  being  put  out  to  Business,  the 
unsettled  Giddiness  of  his  Temper  sufficiently  ap- 
peared, for  at  his  own  Request  being  put  out  to  three 
several  Trades,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  any  of 
them,  but  went  at  last  to  a  fourth,  which  was  that  of  a 
yoiner.  At  this  Trade  he  staid  a  considerable 
Space,  but  before  the  expiration  of  his  Time  he  fell 
in  Love  with  a  young  Woman  and  married  her, 
which  coming  with  other  Stories  to  his  Masters 
Ears,  occasioned  such  a  Difference  that  they  parted. 
Marple  was  prodigiously  fond  of  his  new  married 
Wife,  and  what  is  a  pretty  rare  Circumstance  in  this 
Age,  his  Fondness  proved  the  greatest  Advantage 
possible  to  him,  for  the  young  Woman  was  in  herself 
both  virtuous  and  industrious.  Her  Temper,  as  it  is 
natural  for  us  to  imitate  what  we  Love,  made  so 
great  an  Impression  upon  Marple,  that  from  a  wild, 
loose,  and  extravagant  young  Man,  he  became  a 
sober,  diligent,  and  honest  Workman,  labouring  hard 
to  get  his  Bread,  and  living  at  home  with  his  Wife  in 
the  greatest  Tranquillity ;  but  the  agreeable  Beauty 
of  this  Scene  was  soon  darkened,  or  rather  totally  de- 
stroyed by  the  Death  of  his  Wife ;  for  no  sooner 
were  the  Transports  of  his  Melancholy  over,  than  he 
returned  to  his  old  Course  of  Life,  and  in  order 
to  efface  effectually  the  Grief  which  still  hung  over 
him,  he  removed  out  of  Town  to  an  adjacent  Village, 
where  he  .quickly  contracted  an  intimate  Acquain- 
tance with  a  young  Woman,  and  thereby  almost  at 
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once  put  all  Thoughts  of  Sorrow  and  Honesty  quite 

out  of  his  Head.      This  Creature  was  of  a  very  dif- 

ferent  Disposition  from  Marple  s  late  Wife ;  she  had 

no  regard  for  the  Man,  farther  than  that  she  was 

able  to  get  Money  out  of  him ;  and  provided  she  had 

wherewith  to  buy  her  fine  Clothes  and  keep  her 

in  handsome  Lodgings,  she  gave  herself  no  Trouble 

how  he  came  by  it ;  and  this  Carriage  of  hers  in  a 

short  Time  put  him  upon  ill^[al  Alethods  of  ob- 

tainii^  Money.     Who  were  his  first   Companions 

in  his    Robberies,  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  say; 

it  was  generally  looked  upon,  that  one  Roudcn  had 

'   seduced  him  ;   but  MarpU  declared  this  to  be  false, 

and  perhaps  the  best  Account  that  can  be  given  is, 

that  he  was  led  to  it  by  his  own  evil  Inclinations,  and 

his    Necessities  in   which   they  had  brought  him. 

However  it  was,  nobody  committed  more  Robberies 

for  the  Time  he  practised  going  upon  the  Road  than 

he  himself  did,  pre)nng  alike  upon  all  sorts  of  People, 

and  taking  from  die  Poor  what  littte  they  had,  as 

well  as  plundering  the   Rich  of  what  they  could 

better  spare.       In  Mary-le^ou-Fulds^   he  and  his 

Companion  Cotton  met  with  a  poor  Woman  with  a 

Basket  on  her  Head,  who  gained  her   Livelihood 

by  selling  Joints  of  Meat  to  Gendemen  s  Families. 

The  first  thing  they  did  was  to  search  her  I^ket,  in 

which  there  was  a  fine  L^  of  Mutton,  which  these 

Gendemen  thought  fit  to  dress  and  eat  next  Day  for 

Dinner.     Then  they  commanded  her  to  deliver  her 

Mcmey,  which  she  declared  was  a  thing  out  of  her 

Power,  because  she  had  none  about  her ;  upon  w^hich 

they  took  her  Pocket  and  turned  it  out,  where  finding 

seven  Shillings,    MarpU   struck    and    abused    the 

Woman  for  daring  to  tell  him  a  Lie,       Amongst  the 
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Rest  of  the  Acquaintance  that  Marple  picked  up, 
was  a  young  Man  who  had  a  very  rich  Uncle,  who 
was  very  willing  to  do  anything  for  the  real  Good  of 
his  Nephew,  but  did  not  think  it  at  all  reasonable  to 
waste  his  Fortune  in  the  Supply  of  the  young  Man's 
Extravagancies.  This  Spark,  with  another,  acquain- 
ted Marple  how  easy  a  thing  it  would  be  to  rob  the 
old  Man  of  a  considerable  Sum  of  Money.  They 
readily  came  into  the  Project,  and  accordingly  it  was 
put  into  Execution.  Marple  2sA  the  Nephew  actually 
committed  the  Robbery,  and  the  other  Man  stood  at 
the  Door  until  they  came  out  The  Booty  they  got 
was  about  thirty-six  Guineas^  which  they  divided 
into  three  Parts,  and  in  a  very  short  Time  after, 
Marple  was  apprehended  and  committed  to  Newgate 
for  the  Fact      However,  the  old  Man  would  not 

f)rosecute  him,  because  he  would  not  expose  his  Re- 
ation ;  yet  this  was  no  Warning  to  Marple^  who 
continued  his  old  Trade,  and  committed  thirty  or 
forty  Robberies  in  a  very  short  Space.  Drinking 
was  a  Vice  he  ever  abhorred,  and  the  chief  Cause  for 
which  he  addicted  himself  to  this  Life  of  Rapine,  was 
his  associating  with  all  Sorts  of  lewd  Women, 
amongst  whom  he  became  acquainted  with  the  in- 
famous Elizabeth  LioUy  Mistress  to  ^ack  Shepherd, 
who  grew  quickly  too  impudent  and  abusive  for 
Maple's  Conversation.  When  he  fell  under  his  Mis- 
fortune he  declared,  that  she  was  the  vilest  and 
most  abominable  Wretch  that  ever  lived.  However, 
to  the  immodest,  lascivious  Carriage  of  this  Woman, 
he  owed  the  sudden  Dislike  he  took  to  that  sort  of 
Cattle,  which  became  so  strong  that  he  no  longer 
frequented  their  Company,  but  married  fpr  a  second 
Wife  a  young  Woman  of  a  very  handsome  Person,  of 
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a  good  Character,  and  who  as  he  said,  was  totally  ig- 
norant of  the  Measures  he  took  for  getting  Money. 

Timothy  Cotton^  the  second  of  these  Malefactors, 
was  descended  of  mean  yet  honest  Parents,  who  in 
his  Infancy  had  not  spared  to  give  him  a  very  good 
Education,  and  bred  hun  to  get  an  honest  Livelihood 
as  a  Poulterer.  In  this  Trade  when  he  grew  up  he 
was  for  a  Time  very  industrious,  and  got  thereby 
sufficient  to  have  maintained  himself  and  his  Family 
as  well  as  he  could  reasonably  expect ;  but  happening 
unluckily  to  fall  into  the  Acquaintance  and  Conversa- 
tioQ  of  lewd  Women,  they  soon  took  up  so  much  of 
his  Thoughts,  his  Time  and  his  Money,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  think  of  easier  Methods  of  getting  it  than 
those  to  which  hitherto  he  had  applied  himsdf ;  for  it 
is  a  Truth  deducible  from  uninterrupted  Experience, 
that  a  whore  is  not  to  be  maintained  at  the  same 
easy  Expense  as  a  Wife.  Cotton  found  this  to  his 
Cost*  for  he  had  not  committed  above  five  Robberies, 
of  whkh  three  were  with  his  Companion  Marple^ 
who  had  been  his  School-fellow,  before  he  was  ap- 
prehended. The  first  of  their  Exploits,  I  have 
already  told  you,  was  plundering  the  pcior  Basket- 
Woman  ;  their  second  was  upon  the  Hampstead 
Road^  where  they  stopped  the  Coach  and  robbed  the 
Passengers,  upon  which  three  Gendemen  were  ob- 
served coming  by  on  Horse-back.  When  they  came 
up.  Maple  presented  his  Pistol,  and  commanded 
them  to  ride  off  as  hard  as  they  could,  but  the  Fear 
with  which  they  were  seized,  made  them  so  far  mis- 
take his  W<mls»  as  to  apprehend  he  bid  them  deliver, 
and  so  diey  went  very  readily  to  work,  putting  their 
Hands  into  their  Pockets  to  satisfy  his  Demands ; 
but  Maple  having  no  Guess  of  their  Intention,  and 
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perceiving  them  to  stand  still,  repeated  his  Orders  to 
them  to  ride  off  with  greater  Vehemence  than  before, 
which  as  soon  as  they  apprehended  his  meaning  they 
readily  complied  with,  and  rode  off  as  fast  as  their 
Horses  would  carry  them.  A  little  While  after  this 
they  robbed  one  St&ut,  who  was  Servant  to  Captain 
Trevor,  of  his  Hat,  and  two  Pounds  of  Butter,  his 
Buckles,  five  and  six-pence  in  Money,  and  some 
other  trivial  Things.  For  this  Fact  they  were  both 
apprehended,  and  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey  tried  and  convicted  upon  full  Evidence. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  J/a?^&  appeared  with 
less  Concern  than  is  usually  seen  in  Persons  under 
such  unfortunate  Circumstances ;  he  however  con- 
fessed a  Multitude  of  Offences  with  which  he  was 
not  charged,  and  also  that  particular  Crime  for  which 
he  was  convicted.  He  said,  he  had  never  any  strong 
Inclinations  to  Drunkenness  or  Gaming,  but  addic- 
ting himself  to  the  Company  and  Conversation  of  ill 
Women  had  been  the  sole  Occasion  of  al!  his  Mis- 
fortunes. He  particularly  regretted  his  want  of 
Res|}ect  towards  his  Parents,  and  especially  towards 
his  Mother,  who  had  given  him  the  best  of  Advice, 
tliough  he  had  trifled  with  and  abused  it  He  said 
he  often  injured  those  whom  he  robbed,  but  not  so  as 
to  endanger  their  Lives,  and  therefore  he  hoped  they 
would  forgive  him,  and  join  their  Prayers  with  his  for 
his  lurgiveness  at  the  Hand  of  God.  Cotton  was 
morr  tender  and  more  Penitent,  expressed  great  Sor- 
row for  his  numberless  Offences,  and  besought  Al- 
migliiy  God  to  accept  of  a  sincere,  though  late 
RL-piintance.  They  both  of  them  protested  that 
li<ir  Wives  had  not  anything  to  do  with  their  Affairs. 
lal  ilu'y  never  advised  them,  nor  were  so  much  as 


Timothy  Cotton,  a  Higku,'aytHaH,       231 

privy  to  the  OfTences  they  had  committed,  and  then 
both  of  them  suffered  with  much  Penitence  and 
Resignation  on  the  24th  of  March  1729,  Mar  pie 
being  about  thirty,  and  Cotton  near  twenty-five  Years 
of  Age. 


Jlu  Life  of  John  Upton,  a  Pirate^  including  also 
the  History  of  that  Sort  of  People^  particularly 
the  Crew  under  Captain  Cooper,  in  the  Night 
Rambler. 

Laws  in  any  civilized  Nation  are  more 
severe  than  those  against  Piracy^  nor  are 
they  less  severely  executed,  and  the  Crimi- 
nals who  suffer  by  them  are  usually  the 
least  pitied,  or  rather  the  most  detested  of  all  who 
come  to  die  an  ignominious  Death  by  the  Sentence 
of  the  Law.  Of  old  they  were  stj-led  Hostes  kumani 
Generis^  and  the  oldest  S)-stems  we  have  of  particu- 
lar Institutions  have  treated  them  with  a  Rieour 
suitable  to  the  Offence.  With  respect  to  those  who 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  British  justice,  it  must  be 
remarked  that  they  usually  plead  their  being  forced 
into  Pirates  Service  as  an  Excuse  fi>r  what  they 
have  done ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that  Numbers 
are  really  forced  in  such  a  Manner  to  become  Ac- 
complices in  Crimes  they  detest,  so  the  Lenity  of  our 
Judicatures  generally  admit  whatever  Proofs  are 
probable  in  such  a  Case ;  but  where  the  contrary 
appears,  and  the  Acts  of  Piracy  plainly  arise  from 
the  wicked  Dispositions  of  the  Offenders,  the  Royal 
Mercy  is  less  frequendy  extended  tc  them  than  to 


it 
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any  other  sort  of  Criminals  whatever.  As  to  the 
Prisoner  of  whom  we  are  to  speak,  fohn  Upton  was 
bom  at  Deptford,  of  very  honest  Parents,  who  gave 
him  such  an  Education  as  suited  their  Station,  and 
that  in  which  they  intended  to  breed  him.  When 
grown  up  a  sturdy  Youth,  they  put  him  out  Appren- 
tice to  a  Waterman,  with  whom  he  served  out  his 
Time  faithfully,  and  with  a  good  Character.  After- 
wards he  went  to  Sea  and  served  for  twenty-eight 
Years  t<^ether  on  board  a  Man-of-War,  in  the  Post 
either  of  Boatswain  or  Quarter-master.  Near  to  the 
Place  of  his  Birth  he  married  a  Woman,  took  a 
House  and  lived  with  her  during  the  Course  of  her 
Life ;  but  she  dying  while  he  was  at  Sea,  and  he 
finding  at  his  Return,  that  his  deceased  Wife  had 
run  him  gready  in  Debt,  Clamours  coming  from 
every  Quarter,  and  several  Writs  being  issued  out 
gainst  him ;  he  quitted  the  Service  in  the  Man-of- 
War,  and  went  immediately  in  a  Merchantman  to 
Newfoundland.  There  by  Agreement  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  Ship,  and  entered  himself  for 
eighteen  Pounds  per  Annum  into  the  Service  of  a 
Planter  in  that  Country,  in  order  to  serve  him  in 
Fishing  and  Furring,  the  chief  Trade  of  that  Place  ; 
for  Newfoundland  abounding  with  excellent  Har- 
bours, there  is  no  Country  in  the  World  which 
affords  so  large  and  so  plentiful  a  Fishery  as  this 
does ;  however  its  Qimate  renders  it  less  desirable, 
it  being  extremely  hot  in  the  Summer  and  as  in- 
tensely cold  in  the  Winter,  when  the  wild  Beasts 
zoam  about  in  great  Numbers,  and  furnish  thereby 
an  Opportunity  to  the  Inhabitants  of  gaining  con- 
siderably Ij\-  killing  them,  and  selling  their  Furs. 
Upiojt  having  served  his  Year  out  was  dischaiged 
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by  his  Master,  and  going  to  New  England^  in  the 
month  of  yuly,  1725,  he  there  shipped  himself  on 
board  the  Perry  Merchantman,  bound  for  Barbadoes 
and  Bristol^  CapL  King^  Commander.  At  Barbadoes 
the  Ship  was  dischai^ed  and  laden  again,  the  Captain 
designing  then  to  sail  for  England,  whereupon  Upton 
desired  leave  to  go  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  the 
Lynn^  Capt  Cooper,  but  CapL  King  absolutely  re- 
fused to  dischai^e  him  in  order  thereto,  so  that  on 
the  ninth  of  November,  1725,  he  sailed  in  the  afore- 
said Vessel  for  England.  On  the  twelfth  of  the 
same  Month  at  Doniinico,  they  were  attacked  by  a 
Pirate  Sloop,  called  the  Night  Rambler,  under  the 
Command  of  one  Cooper.  The  Pirate  immediately 
ordered  the  Captain  of  the  Perry  Galley  to  come  on 
board  his  Ship,  which  he  and  four  of  his  Men  did, 
and  the  Pirate  immediately  sent  some  of  his  Crew 
on  board  the  Perry  Galley,  who  effectually  made 
themselves  masters  thereof,  and,  as  Upton  said,  used 
him  and  the  Rest  of  the  Persons  they  found  on  board 
with  great  Inhumanity  and  Baseness,  a  thing  very 
common  amongst  those  Wretches.  Upton  also  insis- 
ted that  as  to  himself,  one  of  the  Pirates  Crew  ran 
up  to  him  as  soon  as  they  came  on  board,  and  with  a 
Cudass  in  his  Hand,  said,  with  an  Oath,  You  Old 
Son  of  a  Bitchy  I  Jhiow  you,  and  you  shall  go  along 
with  us  or  Pit  cut  out  your  Liver,  and  thereupon  fell 
to  beating  him  fore  and  aft  the  Deck  with  his  Cut- 
lass* The  same  Evening  he  was  carried  on  board 
the  Pirate  Sloop,  where  according  to  his  Journal 
three  of  the  Pirates  attacked  him ;  one,  with  a  Pistol 
levelled  at  his  Forehead,  demanded  whether  he  would 
Sign  their  Articles ;  another,  with  a  Pistol  at  his 
right  Ear,  swore  if  he  did  not,  they  would  blow  out 
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his  Brains ;  while  a  Third  held  a  Couple  of  Forks 
at  his  Breast,  and  terrified  him  with  the  continual 
Apprehensions  of  having  them  stabbed  into  him. 
whereupon  he  told  them  that  he  had  four  youn^j 
Infants  in  England^  to  whom  he  thought  it  his  Dun- 
to  return,  and  therefore  begged  to  be  excused  as 
having  a  Reason  to  decline  their  Service,  as  well  as 
a  natural  Dislike  to  their  Proceedings,  Then  he 
said,  he  called  his  Captain  to  take  notice,  that  he  did 
not  enter  voluntarily  amongst  them,  upon  which  the 
Pirate  said,  they  found  out  a  Way  to  satisfy  them- 
selves by  signing  for  him,  and  this  he  constantly 
averred  was  the  Method  of  his  being  taken  into  the 
Crew  of  the  Night  Rambler^  where  he  insisted  he 
did  nothing  but  as  he  was  commanded,  received  no 
Share  in  the  Plunder,  but  lived  wholly  on  the  Ship  s 
Allowance,  being  treated  in  all  respect  as  one  whom 
Force,  and  not  Choice  had  brought  amongst  them. 
But  to  return  to  the  Perry  Galley,  which  the  Pirates 
carried  to  the  Island  of  Aruba,  a  Maroon  or  unin- 
habited Island,  or  rather  Sand  Bank,  where  they  set 
the  Crew  ashore  and  left  them  for  seventeen  Da\^ 
without  any  Provision,  except  that  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Pirate  now  and  then  brought  them  something  in  his 
Pocket  by  stealth.  On  die  tenth  of  December,  the 
Pirates  saw  a  Sail,  which  proved  to  be  a  Dutch 
Sloop,  and  which  they  took ;  and  Upton  and  two 
others  who  had  been  forced  as  well  as  himself,  were 
put  on  board  of  it,  from  whence,  as  he  said,  they 
made  their  Escape,  and  after  Abundance  of  Mis- 
fortunes and  many  extraordinary  Adventures,  he  get 
on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  the  Nottingham,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Charles  Cotterel,  where  he  served 
for  two  Years  in  the  Quality  of  Quarter-master,  and 
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was  then  taken  up  and  chained  with  Piracy.  Upon 
this  he  was  indicted  at  an  Admiralty  Sessions^  held 
in  the  Month  of  May,  1729,  when  the  Evidence  at 
his  Trial  appeared  so  strong  that  the  Jury  after  a 
short  Stay  found  him  Guilty.  But  his  Case  having 
been  very  differently  represented,  I  fancy  my  Readers 
will  nqt  be  displeased  if  I  gave  them  an  exact  Ac- 
count of  the  Proofs  produced  against  him.  The  first 
Witness  who  was  called  on  the  Part  of  the  Crown 
was  Mr.  Dimmocky  who  had  been  Chief  Mate  on 
board  the  Perry  Galley,  and  he  deposed  in  the 
following  Terms  : 

"On  the  Twelfth  of  November ^  1725,  we  sailed 
from  Barbadoes  in  the  Perry  Galley  bound  for  Eng- 
land. On  the  fourteenth,  about  Noon,  we  were 
taken  by  the  Night  Rambler^  Pirate  Sloop,  one 
Cooper  Commander.  Our  Captain  and  four  Men 
were  ordered  on  board  the  Pirate  Sloop,  part  of  the 
Pirates  Crew  coming  also  on  board  the  Perry^ 
wherein  they  no  sooner  entered,  but  the  Prisoner  at 
the  Bar  said,  Lads^  are  ye  come  ?  Pm  glad  to  see  ye, 
I  ftave  been  looking  out  for  ye  a  great  While  ;  where- 
upon the  Pirates  saluted  him  very  particularly,  calling 
him  by  his  Name  ;  and  the  Prisoner  was  as  busy  as 
any  of  the  Rest  in  plundering  and  stripping  the  Ship, 
on  board  of  which  he  had  served.  The  very  next 
Day  after  he  was  made  Boatswain  of  the  Pirate. 
The  same  Day  I  was  carried  on  board  the  Pirate 
Sloop,  tied  to  the  Geers,  and  received  two  hundred 
Lashes  with  a  Cat-and-nine-tails,  which  the  Prisoner 
Upton  had  made  for  that  Purpose  ;  after  which  they 
pickled  me,  and  the  Prisoner  Upton  stabbed  me  in 
the  Head  near  my  Ear  with  a  Knife,  insomuch  that 
1  could  not  lay  my  Head  upon  a  Pillow  for  fourteen 
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Days,  but  was  forced  to  support  it  upon  my  Hand 
against  the  Table,  and  when  some  of  the  PiraUi 
Crew  asked  me  how  I  did,  upon  my  answering  thai 
I  was  as  bad  as  Man  could  be  and  live,  the  Prisoner 

Upton  said,  d ^n  him,  give  him  a  second  Reward 

It  was  also  further  deposed  by  the  same  Gentleman, 
that  at  the  Island  oi  Aruba.  the  Prisoner  was  ver\* 
busy  in  stripping  the  Perry  Galley  of  the  most  usefti: 
and  valuable  Parts  of  her  Rigging,  carrying  them  on 
board  the  Pirate,  and  making  Use  of  them  there. 
He  had  also  in  his  Custody  several  things  of  Value, 
and  particularly  wearing  Apparel,  belonging  to  one 
Mr.  Furnell,  a  Passenger  belonging  to  the  ssuM 
Perry  Galley,  and  when  it  was  debated  amongst  the 
Pirates,  and  afterwards  put  to  the  Vote,  whether  the 
Crew  of  the  said  Galley  should  have  their  Vessel 
again,  or  no,  yohn  Upton  was  not  only  against  them, 
but  also  proposed  burning  the  said  Vessel,  and  tj'ing 
the  Captain  and  Mate  to  one  of  the  Masts  in  order 
to  their  being  burnt  too.  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Second 
Mate  of  the  Ship,  was  the  next  Witness  called  ;  he 
confirmed  all  that  had  been  sworn  by  Mr.  Dimmock. 
adding,  *'  that  the  Day  they  were  taken,  the  Pirates 
asked  if  he  would  consent  to  Sign  their  Articles, 
which  he  refused  ;  whereupon  they  put  a  Rope  about 
his  Neck,  and  hoisted  him  up  to  the  Yard- Arm,  so 
that  he  totally  lost  his  Senses.  When  he  recovered 
them,  he  found  himself  lying  upon  the  Deck,  some 
of  the  Pirates  crew  pricking  him  in  the  fleshy  Parts 
of  his  Body,  while  others  beat  him  with  the  Flat  of 
their  Swords.  As  soon  as  they  perceived  he  was  a 
little  come  to  himself,  they  put  die  Question  to  him 
again,  whether  he  would  Sign  their  Articles  ^  He 
answered.  No,  a  second  Time.     One  of  the  Crew 
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then  snatched  up  a  Pistol,  and  swore  he  would  shoot 
him  through  the  Head,  but  another  of  them  said, 

-V-t?,  d n  him^  that  is  too  honourable  a  Deaths  he 

shall  be  hanged;  upon  which  they  pulled  him  up  by 
a  Rope  again,  and  treated  him  with  many  other 
indignities,  and  at  last  in  the  Captain's  Cabin  they 
pulled  a  Cap  over  his  Eyes,  and  clapped  a  Pistol  to 
his  Head ;  then  he  expected  nothing  but  immediate 
Death*  A  Person  almost  jobbed  his  Eye  out  with 
the  Muzzle  of  the  Pistol ;  but  at  last  diey  let  him 
go.**  He  swore  also  that  when  the  Pirates  Articles 
were  presented  to  him  to  Sign,  he  saw  there  the 
Name  of  yohn  Upton,  he  being  well  acquainted  with 
his  Hand  Mr.  Furnell^  a  Passenger  in  the  Ship, 
was  the  third  Evidence  against  the  Prisoner.  He 
deposed  to  the.  same  Effect  with  the  other  Two, 
adding  that  yohn  Upton  was  more  cruel  and  bar- 
barous to  them  than  any  of  the  other  Pirates^  inso- 
much, that  when  they  were  marooned,  and  under  the 

greatest  Necessities  for  Food,  Upton  said,  d n 

than^  let  them  be  starved^  and  was  the  most  active  of 
all  the  Rest  in  taking  the  Goods,  and  whatever  he 
could  lay  his  Hands  on,  out  of  the  Perry  Galley. 

The  Prisoner  in  his  Defence  would  fain  have  sug- 
gested, that  what  the  Witnesses  had  sworn  against 
him,  was  chiefly  occasioned  by  a  malicious  Spleen 
they  had  against  him«  He  asserted  that  he  was 
forced  by  the  Pirates  to  become  one  of  their  Number, 
and  was  so  far  from  joining  with  them  voluntarily, 
that  he  proposed  to  the  Mate  after  they  were  taken, 
to  regain  the  Ship,  urging  that  there  were  but  thirteen 
of  the  Pirates  on  board,  and  all  of  them  drunk,  and 
no  less  than  nine  of  their  own  Men  left  there,rwho 
were  all  sober ;  that  the  Mate's  Heart  however  failed 
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him,  and  instead  of  complying  with  his  Motion,  said 
this  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  speak  of;  if  it  sftould  conu 
to  the  Pirates  Ears  we  shall  be  all  Murdered^  and  there- 
fore entreated  the  Prisoner  not  to  speak  of  it  any- 
more. The  Mate  denied  every  Syllable  of  this,  and 
the  Prisoner  s  Assertion  did  not  weigh  at  all  with  the 
Jury.  After  they  had  brought  in  their  Verdict,  Mr. 
Upton  said,  to  those  who  swore  against  him,  Lord ! 
What  have  you  three  done  ? 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  he  behaved  himself 
with  much  Courage,  and  yet  with  great  Penitence. 
He  denied  Part  of  the  Charge,  viz.  that,  he  was 
willingly  one  of  the  Pirates^  but  as  to  the  other  Facts 
he  confessed  them  with  little  Alterations.  He  aver- 
red that  the  Course  of  his  Life  had  been  wicked  and 
debauched,  for  which  he  expressed  much  Sorrow, 
and  to  the  Day  of  his  Death  behaved  himself  with 
all  outward  Marks  of  true  Repentance.  At  the 
Place  of  Execution,  he  was  asked,  whether  he  had 
not  advised  the  Burning  of  the  Perry  GaUey  with 
Captain  King,  and  the  chief  Mate  on  board.  He 
averred  that  he  did  not  in  any  Shape  whatsoever, 
either  propose  or  agree  to  an  Act  of  such  a  Sort  ; 
and  then  after  some  private  Devotions  he  submitted 
to  his  Sentence,  and  was  turned  off  on  the  i6th  Day 
of  May^  1 729  being  then  about  fifty  Years  of  Age. 
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The  Life  of  Jepthah  Bigg,  a  Threatming 

Letter  Writer. 

HAVE  already  taken  Notice,  in  the  Life  of 
Bryan  Smithy  in  the  first  Volume,  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  on  which  the  proceedings 
against  these  Letter  Writers  are  grounded, 
and  one  would  be  surprised  that  after  more  Examples 
than  one  of  that  kind.  People  should  yet  be  found  so 
foolish  as  wdl  as  wicked,  as  to  carry  on  so  desperate 
an  Enterprise,  in  which  there  is  scarcely  any  Proba- 
bility" of  meeting  with  Success.  Yet  this  ui^ortunate 
Person  of  whom  we  are  now  to  Speak,  who  was  de- 
scended of  mean  Parents,  but  who  were  careful  how- 
ever of  giving  him  a  good  Education,  fell  upon  this 
Project  put  into  his  Head  by  being  a  litde  out 
of  Business,  and  in  one  Moment  cancelled  all  his 
former  Honesty  and  Industry,  and  hazarded  his  Life, 
which  soon  after  became  forfeited.  His  Friends  had 
put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Gupt-Stoch-nM/rer^  with 
whom  he  served  out  his  Time  honesdy  and  with  a 
good  Character.  Afterwards  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  Business,  with  several  Masters  and  tolerable 
Reputation,  till  about  a  Year  before  the  Time  of  his 
Death,  when  having  disobliged  two  or  three  Persons 
for  whom  he  had  wrought  he  fell  out  of  work ;  he  had 
also  been  guilty  of  some  Extravagances,  which  had 
brought  him  into  narrow  Circumstances.  These  it  is 
to  be  supposed,  put  him  upon  the  fatal  Project  of 
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writing  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Newman,  Senior, 
a  Man  of  good  fortune,  threatening  him,  unless  he 
sent  the  sum  of  eighty-five  Guineas  to  such  a  Place, 
he  would  murder  him  and  his  Wife,  with  other  bloody 
and  barbarous  Expressions.  This  not  having  its 
Effect,  he  wrote  him  a  second  Letter  by  the  Pemnr 
Post,  demanding  one  hundred  Guineas,  with  grievous 
Threatenings  in  case  they  were  not  sent  This  soon 
made  a  great  Noise  about  Town,  and  put  Mr.  Neziy 
man  upon  all  Methods  possible  for  detecting  the 
Author  of  these  villanous  Epistles ;  and  as  everj'body 
almost  looked  upon  it  as  a  common  case,  to  whidi 
any  Gendeman  who  is  supposed  to  be  rich  might  be 
liable,  such  indefatigable  Pains  were  taken,  that  in  a 
short  Time  the  whole  Mystery  of  Iniquity  was  dis- 
covered, and  Bigg^  apprehended.  At  the  next  Ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Bailey,  he  was  indicted  capitally  for 
this  Offence,  and  after  the  Counsel  for  the  Prosecutor 
had  fully  opened  the  heinous  Nature  of  the  Crime. 
Peter  Salter  was  the  first  Witness  called,  to  prove  it 
upon  the  Prisoner.  He  deposed  that  yepthah  Bi^ 
came  to  him  where  he  was  at  Work  in  the  Minories, 
and  desired  him  to  go  with  him,  having  something  to 
say  to  him  of  Consequence,  whereupon  the  Witness 
would  have  gone  to  die  Sign  of  the  Ship,  which  he 
used,  but  the  Prisoner  would  needs  go  to  the  Scive  in 
the  Little  Minories.  There  he  communicated  to  him 
his  design,  and  then  prevailed  on  Salter  to  go  to  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton,  Ale  House,  at  Billingsgale^ 
where  Bigg  directed  him  to  call  for  Drink,  and  to 
wait  till  a  Porter  came  to  him  with  a  Parcel  directed 
for  yohn  Harrison,  when  if  he  suspected  anything, 
he  should  come  to  the  Prisoner  at  the  Kings  Head 
Ale  House,  on  Pish-street  Hill.      This  the  Evidence 
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performed  punctually,  whereupon  Bigg  sent  him  a 
second  Time  to  the  Black  Boy,  in  Goodmans  Fields^ 
where  a  second  Parcel  was  left,  though  of  no  Value, 
Then  Bigg  would  have  had  the  Evidence  {Salter) 
concerned  in  a  third  letter  to  the  same  Purpose,  but 
Salter  declined  it,  and  dissuaded  him  as  much  as  lay 
in  his  Power,  from  continuing  to  venture  on  such 
hazardous  things ;  upon  which  the  Prisoner  replied, 
yon  need  not /ear,  nothing  can  hurt  yon,  my  Life  is  in 
yonr  Hands,  bnt  if  ever  you  discover  the  ^natter  yon 
shall  share  the  same  Fate.  John  Long,  servant  to  Mr. 
Newfnan^  deposed  that  he  delivered  two  Penny  Post 
Letters  to  his  Master,  one  on  the  twentieth,  and  the 
other  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  March.  Other 
Witnesses  swore  as  to  the  sending  of  the  Parcels,  and 
the  Jury  on  the  whole  seeing  the  Fact  to  be  well 
proved  against  the  Prisoner,  found  him  guilty. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  the  poor  Man  behaved 
himself  like  one  stupid.  At  first  he  pretended  that  he 
did  not  know  the  Offence  he  had  committed  was 
Capital,  and  afterwards  exclaimed  against  the  hard- 
ness of  that  Law  which  made  it  so  ;  but  some  little 
pains  being  taken  with  him  on  those  Points,  he  was 
soon  brought  over  to  acknowledge  the  Justice  of  his 
Sentence,  and  the  reasonableness  of  that  Statute 
which  enacted  it  into  a  capital  Offence.  As  the  Day 
of  his  Death  drew  nigh,  he  was  still  more  and  more 
drowned  in  Stupidity,  and  lost  to  all  the  Thought  or 
Concern  for  this  World  or  that  to  come,  at  least  as  to 
outward  Appearance.  Some  said  he  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  \  but  while  the  poor  Wretch  retained  his 
Senses,  he  said  nothing  that  could  give  any  Ground 
for  a  Suspicion  of  that  sort  He  heard  the  Dis- 
courses which   the    Ordifuiry   made  to  him  with  as 
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much  patience  as  the  Rest  did,  and  when  he  visited 
him  in   his   Cell,  did   not  express  any    Uneasiness 
thereat ;    indeed  in  the  Passage  to  Execution,  there 
were  two  Fellows  in  the  Cart,  who  would  fain  have 
had  the  Minister  desist  from  his  Duty,  urging  the 
reason  that  the  Criminal  was  in   Communion  with 
another  Church.      The  Man  himself  seemed  to  be 
stupid  and  speechless  all  the  Way  ;  yet  when  he  was 
turned  off,  the   Reverend  Ordinary  tells  us,  he  went 
off  the  Stage,  crying  out  aloud,  O  Lord  1    &c.     This 
seems  to  me  a  very  indecent   Way  of  concluding  a 
Dying  Speech,  but  as  it  is  that  which  is  generally 
used,  I  shall  not  stay  to  bestow  any  further  Reflections 
upon   it.     He  died  on  the  19th  oi  May,  1729,  being 
about  twenty-five  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Thomas  J.  Grundy,  a  Housebreaker, 

IHEN  we  meet  with  Accounts  of  Persons 
doubly  remarkable  for  the  Multitude  of 
their  Offences,  and  the  Tenderness  of  their 
Age,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  determine 
whether  we  should  pity  or  detest  most  a  being  so 
preternaturally  abandoned  to  Wickedness  as  to  trans- 
cend the  usual  Course,  and  make  itself  remarkable  in 
Sin  before  grown  to  years  of  Manhood.  This  was 
exactly  the  Case  with  the  unfortunate  Criminal  whom 
we  are  now  about  to  mention.  He  was  the  son  of 
Parents  in  the  lowest  Circumstances  who  gave  him  a 
tolerable  Education,  which  he,  instead  of  improving, 
forgot  as  fast  as  it  was  possible,  and  seemed  solicitous 
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about  nothing  but  out-doing  in  Villany  all  his    Con- 
temporaries of  the  same  unhappy  Cast       During  his 
junior  Years,  he  addicted  himself  continually  to  pick- 
ing and  stealing  whatever  he  could  lay  his  Hands  on, 
and  although  his   Father  had  been  exceedingly  care- 
ful in  causing  him  to  be  taught  his  own  Trade,  that  of 
a  Weaver,  yet  he  seldom  or  never  worked  at  it,  but 
went  on  at  this  Rate  from  one  Crime  to  another,  until 
he  at  last  arrived  at  those  which  brought  him  to  his 
ignominious  End,  and  thereby  rendered  him  a  Sub- 
ject for  our  Memoirs.     At  twelve  Years  old,  he  took 
up  the  Trade  of  House-breaking,  to  which  he  applied 
himself  very   clpsely.     Hampsiead,  Hig/igaie,  Hack- 
ney^ and  other  Villages  round  the  Town,  were  the 
Places  which  he  generally  made  Choice  of  to  play 
his  Tricks   in  ;    and  as  people  are  much  more  in- 
genious in  Wickedness   than  ever  they  are  in  the 
Pursuit  of  honest   Employment,  so  by  Degrees  he 
became,   even   while   a    Boy,    the   most    dexterous 
House-breaker  of  his  Time ;    that  insomuch,  as  is 
usual  amongst  those  unhappy  People,  the  Gang  com- 
mended him  so  that  he,  believing  himself  some  great 
Person,  went  on    with   an   Air  of   Confidence,    in 
the  Commission  of   a   Multitude   of  Burorlaries,   in 
and  about  the  Streets  of  this  Metropolis.     Young  as 
he  was  at  that  Time,  he  plunged  himself,  as  it  were, 
with  Industry,  into  all  Manner  of  Lusts,  Wickedness, 
and  illegal   Pleasures,  which  as  it  wasted  all  he  ac- 
quired by  the  Thefts  he  committed,  so  it  injured  his 
Health,  and  damaged  his   Understanding  to  such  a 
Degree,  that  when  he  came  to  die,  he  could  scarce  be 
looked  on  as  a  rational  Creature,     The  Offence  which 
proved  fatal  to  him,  was  the  Breaking  into  the  House 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  in  the  Night  time,  on  the  3 if 
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of  May  1729,  with  Intent  to  steal.  At  his  Trial  the 
Prosecutor  swore,  that  between  the  Hours  of  eleven 
and  one  of  the  Clock  at  Night  laid  in  the  Indictment 
he  was  called  up  by  his  Neighbours,  and  found  that 
his  Window  was  broken  open  ;  whereupon  searchinjj 
about  very  narrowly,  he  at  last  found  the  Prisoner  up 
the  Chimney,  and  standing  on  the  Pole,  whereon  the 
Pothooks  hung.  The  Prisoner  in  his  Defence,  told 
the  Court,  that  meeting  with  a  Person,  who  said  he 
lodged  in  the  Prosecutor  s  House,  and  it  being  late, 
he  accepted  the  Man  s  Proposition  to  lie  with  him  ; 
thereupon  his  new  acquaintance  carried  him  to  Mr. 
Smith's,  let  him  in,  and  then  ran  away,  so  that  he 
never  saw  nor  heard  of  him  since.  This  Relation 
being  every  way  improbable  and  ridiculous,  the  Jury 
readily  found  him  guilty  of  the  Fact,  and  he  with  the 
Rest,  on  the  last  Day  of  Sessions,  received  Sentence 
of  Death  accordingly./  While  he  lay  in  the  Cell,  his 
Behaviour  was  as  stupid  in  all  outward  Appearance 
as  ever  had  appeared  in  any  who  came  to  that  miser- 
able Place.  However,  he  persuaded  his  Companions, 
of  whom  we  shall  speak  hereafter,  to  attempt  break- 
ing out,  and  to  encourage  them,  told  them  tliere  was 
no  brick  or  free-stone  Wall  in  the  World  could  keep 
him  in,  if  he  had  but  a  few  Tools  proper  for  loosen- 
ing the  Stones.  These  were  quickly  procured,  and 
Grundy  put  his  Companions  into  so  proper  a  Method 
of  Working,  that  if  a  Discovery  had  not  been  made  on 
the  Sunday  Morning,  they,  in  a  very  few  Hours  Space, 
would  have  broken  their  Way  into  Phenix  Court,  and 
so  undoubtedly  have  got  off.  But  as  soon  as  the 
Keepers  came  to  the  Knowledge  of  their  Design, 
they  removed  the  three  Persons  concerned  in  it  into 
the  Old   Condemned   Hold,  and  their  stapled  them 
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down  to  the  Ground.  Then  this  Lad  began  to  re- 
lent ;  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said  it  was  not  so  mucli 
for  the  Fear  of  Death,  as  the  Apprehension  of  his 
Soul's  being  thrown  into  the  Pit  of  Destruction  and 
eternal  Misen'.  However,  by  Degrees,  he  recovered 
a  little  Spirit,  confessed  all  the  Enormities  of  his 
past  Life,  and  b^[ged  Pardon  of  God,  and  of  the 
Persons  whom  he  had  injured.  With  much  sorrow, 
and  grievous  Agonies,  he  expired  at  TyburUy  on  the 
22nd  of  August^  J  7 -9  being  about  eighteen  Years 
old. 


e-g>o^^<S^O^t<^00€-G^^>3e<^0^^<S^  P^ 


The  Lift  of  Joseph  Kemp,  a  Housebreaker. 

!N  the  Course  of  these  Memoirs  I  have  ob- 
served to  our  Readers,  that  loose  Women 
are  generally  the  cause  of  those  Misfor- 
tunes which  bring  Men,  first  into  the  Com- 
mission of  felonious  Crimes,  and,  as  a  just  Conse- 
quence thereof,  to  an  ignominious  Death.  It  may 
yet  seem  strange,  how,  after  so  many  Instances,  there 
are  still  People  to  be  found,  so  weak,  as,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Caresses  of  these  Strumpets,  to  lavish  away 
their  Lives,  at  the  same  Time  that  they  are  putting 
their  Souls  into  the  greatest  Hazard.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  offer  a  Conjecture  in  this  Case,  I  ac- 
count for  it  thus  :  That  in  the  present  Age,  the  De- 
pravitj'  of  Men's  Morals  being  greater  than  ever, 
they  addict  themselves  so  entirely  to  their  Lust  and 
sensual  Pleasures,  that  having  no  Relish  left  for  more 
innocent  Entertainments,  they  think  no  Price  too  great 
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to  purchase  those  lewd  Enjoyments,  to  which,  by  a 
continued  Series  of  such  Actions,  they  have  habit- 
uated themselves  beyond  their  own  Power  to  retire. 
This  unfortunate  Person,  Joseph  Kemp,  was  Son  of 
People  in  mean  Circumstances,  in  Holbom,  who  yet 
procured  him  a  good  Education  in  a  public  Charity 
School.  When  of  an  Age  to  be  put  out  to  Employ- 
ment, his  Friends  made  him  apply  himself  to  the 
Heads  of  the  Parish,  who  put  him  out  to  a  Glazier, 
with  whom  he  served  out  his  Time  with  the  Character 
of  a  very  honest  young  Man.  By  that  Time  his 
Parents  had  thriven  through  their  own  Industry, 
pretty  well  in  the  World,  and  so  on  his  setting-up  a 
Shop,  they  gave  him  sixty  Pounds  to  begin  with,  but 
unfortunately  for  him,  he  had  now  seen  a  Woman  of 
the  Town,  on  whom  he  had  irretrievably  fixed  his 
Affections,  and  was  absolutely  resolved  on  living  with 
her,  though  ever  so  great  Ruin  should  prove  the 
Consequence  of  the  Purchase.  In  Pursuance  of  this 
unfortunate  Resolution,  no  sooner  had  he  received 
the  aforesaid  Sum,  but  Proposeils  of  Marriage  were 
immediately  offered  to  the  Object  of  his  Affections, 
notwithstanding  that  he  well  knew  she  at  that  Time 
conversed  with  two  Men,  styling  each  of  them  her 
Husband.  However,  as  Kentp  was  the  most  likely 
to  maintain  her  in  Idleness  and  Plenty  she,  without 
much  Trouble,  suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  on,  to 
let  him,  by  legal  Matrimony,  increase  the  Number  of 
her  Husbands.  This,  as  it  was  but  probable,  was 
speedily  followed  by  his  breaking  in  his  Business, 
which  though  it  was  a  great  Misfortune,  and  a  new 
evil  to  poor  Kemp,  only  reduced  the  Lady  to  her 
former  Manner  of  Living,  which  was  by  thieving 
whatever  she  could  come  at.     A  little  while  after,  she 
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was  ruined  even  in  this  Business  ;  for  being  detected 
she  was  committed  to  Newgate^  and  in  great  Danger 
of  lying  there  for  Life.  Poor  Kemp  was  still  as  fond 
of  her  as  ever ;  he  carried  her  all  the  Money  he  could 
get,  and  lamenting  to  her,  that  it  was  not  in  his 
Power  to  raise  more,  she  immediately  flew  into  a 
Passion,  stormed,  and  swore  at  him,  bid  him  go  and 
break  Houses,  rob  People  in  the  Streets,  or  do  any- 
thing which  would  get  Money,  for  that  Money  she 
Mranted,  and  Money  she  would  have.  He  foolishly 
complied  with  her  Request,  and  having  provided 
himself  with  necessary  Implements  for  House-break- 
ixvg^  he  soon  put  her  in  Possession  of  a  large  Quantity 
of  Plate,  which  being  converted  into  Money,  easily 
procured  her  her  Liberty,  the  Consequence  of  which 
was,  that  she  lavished  whatever  he  brought  her  upon 
other  Men.  Yet  even  her  Perfidy  couid  not  cure 
him ;  he  was  still  as  much  her  Slave  as  ever,  and 
failed  not  to  venture  Body  and  Soul  to  procure  what- 
ever might  give  her  Pleasure.  In  this  unhappy 
State,  a  considerable  Space  of  Time  was  spent,  until, 
for  someother thievish  Exploitof  her  own,  AVw/'^Wife 
was  apprehended,  convicted  and  transported,  which 
one  would  have  thought  might  have  put  an  End  to 
his  Crimes  of  the  same  Sort ;  but  it  seems,  he  was 
plunged  too  far  in  the  Mire  of  Rapine  and  Debau- 
cher>%  ever  to  struggle  out  No  sooner  therefore 
was  she  safely  on  Board  the  Transport  Vessel,  but 
he  found  out  a  new  Mistress  to  supply  her  Place,  as 
though  he  were  industrious  in  destroying  his  fortune, 
and  careful  about  nothing  but  arriving  as  soon  as 
possible  at  the  Gallows.  By  this  Time  he  made  his 
second  Marriage,  which  in  itself  was  illegal  while  the 
first  Wife  was  living.     His  Credit  was  totally  ex- 
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hausted,  his  Character  quite  ruined,  and  no  Manner 
of  Subsistence  left  but  what  was  purchased  at  the 
Hazard  of  his  Soul  and  the  Price  of  his  Life.  As 
House  breaking  had  now  become  his  sole  Busi- 
ness, so  he  pursued  it  with  great  Eagerness,  and  for 
a  while  with  as  great  Success ;  but  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  apprehended,  and  committed  close 
Prisoner  to  Newgate,  for  a  Multitude  of  Charges  of 
this  Kind  against  him.  At  the  following  Sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  he  was  indicted  for  burglariously 
breaking-open  the  House  of  Sarah  Pickard,  and 
feloniously  taking  from  thence  thirty-six  gold  Rings 
and  stone  Rings,  three  silver  Watches,  several  Pieces 
of  silver  Plate,  and  divers  other  Goods  of  consider- 
able Value.  The  Prosecutrix,  Mrs.  Pickard,  deposed. 
That  her  House  was  fast  shut  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'Clock  at  Night,  and  was  found  broken  open 
at  five  o'clock  the  next  Morning ;  and  that  one  Kcnipy 
a  Person  related  to  the  Prisoner,  found  a  short  strong 
Knife  left  in  the  Yard,  together  with  an  Augur, 
which  he  knew  to  belong  to  the  Prisoner.  In  Con- 
firmation of  this,  Mr.  Kemp  deposed,  that  the  Pri- 
soner had  shewed  him  the  Knife.  Joanna  Kemp, 
and  Jonathan  Auskins,  deposed  likewise  to  the  same 
Thing ;  and  Samuel  Gerrard  the  Constable  swore, 
That  when  with  the  two .  preceding  Witnesses,  he 
went  to  search  the  House  of  the  aforesaid  Prisoner, 
and  found  therein  several  things  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Pickard,  the  Prisoner  then  confessed,  that  he  com- 
mitted the  Burglary  alone,  and  not  by  the  Persuasion 
or  with  the  Assistance  of  any  other  Person  whatso- 
ever. The  Prisoner  said  little  in  his  own  Defence, 
and  the  Jury  thereupon,  without  Hesitation,  found 
him  Guilty,  as  they  did  also  upon  two  other  Indict- 
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ments,  the  one  for  breaking  the  House  of  yames 
Wood^  and  the  other  for  breaking  the  House  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Paget,  and  stealing  thence  Plate  to  a  consider- 
able Value.  These  Facts  were  clearly  proved  by 
jrohn  Kmip,  who  had  been  an  Accomplice,  and  who 
turned  Evidence  to  save  himself.  His  last  Wife  was 
indicted  and  tried  with  him,  but  acquitted. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death,  he  was  seized  with  a 
Disease  w^hich  held  him  the  greater  Part  of  the  Time 
permitted  by  Law  for  him  to  repent,  and  by  Reason 
of  that  Distemper,  he  was  so  deaf,  that  he  was 
scarce  capable  of  Instruction.  However,  he  appeared 
to  be  fully  sensible  of  the  great  Danger  he  was  in,  of 
suffering  much  more  from  the  just  Anger  of  God, 
than  from  that  Sentence  of  the  Law  which  his 
Crimes  had  drawn  upon  him.  He  bewailed  with 
much  Passion  and  Concern  the  wicked  Course  of  Life 
which  for  many  Years  past  he  had  led  ;  and  mourned 
Mnth  unfeigned  Penitence  his  forgetfulness  of  the 
Duties  he  owed  towards  God  and  to  his  Neighbours. 
As  the  Hour  of  Death  approached,  he  resumed 
somewhat  of  Courage,  and  at  the  Place  of  Execution, 
died  with  all  outward  Marks  of  a  repenting  Sinner. 
There  his  Wife  came  up  into  the  Cart,  and  took  her 
last  Adieu  of  him,  in  the  most  tender  Manner  that 
can  be  imagined.  He  died  on  die  22nd  of  August, 
1729,  being  then  in  the  twenty- fourth  Year  of  his 
Age.  He  left  behind  him  the  following  Paper,  which 
seems  to  have  been  what  he  intended  to  have  said  to 
the  People,  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  and  therefore 
we,  according  to  Custom,  thought  it  not  proper  to  be 
omitted  in  this  Account 
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The  Paper. 


Good  People^ 


My  Fatlier  and  Mother  brought  me  up  tenderly  and 
Jwtiestly^  and  always  gave  nu  good  Advice  whilst  I  a*j  j 
uftder  their  Care.  Tfiey  put  me  Apprentice  to  a 
Glazier.  My  Master  not  being  so  careful  of  nu  as  he 
ought  to  have  been,  I  took  to  ill  Courses^  and  married  as 
soon  as  my  Time  wis  expired,  a  Woman  who  brought 
me  to  this  untimely  End,  for  she  could  not  live  upon 
wliat  I  got  at  my  Trade,  and  out  of  my  over  Fondness 
to  her,  I  did  wlmtever  slie  required^  or  requested  of  me. 
At  length  she  was  taken  up  for  some  Fact,  and  Trans- 
ported. Then  I  married  a  Second  Wife,  and  she  tcos 
as  good,  as  the  other  was  bad.  She  would  do  anything 
to  help  to  support  me,  that  I  might  not  commit  any 
Wickedness  ;  but  I  could  not  take  her  Adviu,  but  still 
ran  on  in  my  wicked  Course  of  Life,  till  I  was  over- 
taken in  my  folly  ;  for  if  we  think  ourselves  safe  in 
the  committing  of  Sin,  God  will  certainly  find  such  out 
because  he  is  just,  and  will  punish  accordingly.  This 
my  miserable  End,  I  would  have  all  take  Warning  by. 
and  that  they  follow  not  the  Devices  of  the  World,  the 
Snares  whereof  are  apt  to  lead  Men  into  evil  Courses, 
unless  they  endeavour  to  shun  them,  and  seek  the  Grcue 
of  God  to  assist  litem  for  thai  Effort.  I  offer  my 
Prayers  to  God,  for  the  Good  of  all  Men,  and  ask 
Pardon  of  God,  for  my  evil  Doings,  and  Eorgiveness 
of  God  to  titose  wlto  have  sworn  away  my  Life.  I  beg 
that  no  one  pass  Reflections  upon  my  Wife;  for  I  de- 
clare, whatever  Wrongs  she  may  have  committed  was 
through  my  Persuasion,  she  was  of  lurself  inclinable 
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tj  Goo(L      I  would  lastly  request,  t/tat  the  Follies  and 

I  "ires  which  have  brought  nte  to  this  untimely  End, 

may  not  by  any  J/eans  be    a  Cause  to  afflict  my 

Parents.     I  would luti^e  all  to  consider,  whatever  they 

.z  re  persuaded  to  any  Manturof  Ways  tatdingto  their 

Ruin^  they  would  likewise  remember  to  call  upon  God 

fj^  help  and  assist  them,  in  shunning  such  and  all  other 

z^*:i/red  Courses,      Good  People,  pray /or  me,  that  God 

v.\rv  receizr  me  through  his  Mercies,  which  I  trust  He 
. ./// 

Joseph  Kemp. 
Newgate,  August  the  22nd,  1729. 


The  Life  of  Bexjamin  Wileman,  a  Higkwayman. 

MONGST  the  many  other  ill  Consequences 
of  a  debauched  Life  and  wicked  Conversa- 
tion, it  may  be  reckoned  perhaps  no  small 
one,  that  they  render  Men  liable  to  Suspi- 
cions, Imprisonments,  and  even  capital  Punishments, 
when  at  the  same  Time  they  may  be  innocent  of  the 
particular  Fact  with  which  they  are  charged  ;  nor  in 
such  a  Case,  is  the  Conviction  of  an  innocent  Person 
so  great  a  Reflection  on  any,  as  on  themselves,  who 
have  rendered  such  an  Accusation  probable.  Benja- 
min Wileman,  of  whom  we  are  now  to  speak,  was 
the  Son  of  honest  Parents,  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 
They  gave  him  a  good  Education,  and  when  he  was 
nt  to  go  out  Apprentice,  his  Feather  bred  him  to  his 
own  Trade,  which  was  that  of  a  Tailor  ;  but  he  grew 


252  The  Life  of 

weary  of  that  Business,  and  enlisted  himself  as  a 
Soldier,  and  in  that  State  of  Life  passed  t\vt:lv- 
Years,  a  sufficient  Space  of  Time  to  acquire  thos-: 
numerous  Vices  which  are  so  ordinary  amongst  thris*- 
who  betake  themselves  to  a  military  Employmen:. 
Then  he  came  over  into  England,  and  lived  here,  as 
he  himself  said,  by  working  at  his  own  Trade, 
though  certain  it  is,  that  he  led  a  most  debauch:  i 
and  dissolute  Life,  associating  himself  with  those  <  A 
his  Countrymen  who  of  all  others  were  the  mos: 
abandoned  in  Character,  and  in  fine,  in  all  the  Ac- 
tions of  his  Life,  seemed  to  proceed  without  any 
other  Design  than  that  of  gratifying  his  vicious  In- 
clinations. In  the  Midst  of  this  terrible  Course  of 
Folly  and  Wickedness,  he  was  apprehended  as  a 
Highwayman,  committed  to  Newgate  and  at  the  en- 
suing Sessions,  capitally  indicted  for  two  Robberit>. 
the  one  committed  on  IVilliam  Hitcks,  Esq,  and  the 
other  on  William  Bridges,  Esq.  On  the  first  Indict- 
ment it  was  deposed  by  the  Prosecutor,  that  he  be- 
lieved Wileman  to  be  the  Person  who  attacked  him. 
fohn  Doyle,  who  owned  himself  to  have  been  an  Ac- 
complice in  the  Robbery,  swore  that  Wileman  and 
he  committed  it  together,  and  that  he  paid  Wileman 
five  Guineas  and  a  half  for  his  Share  of  the  Gold 
Watch,  and  other  Things,  which  were  taken  from  the 
Gentleman.  As  to  the  second  Fact,  Mr.  Bridcfs 
gave  evidence,  that  he  was  robbed  on  the  Highway, 
and  lost  a  Sword,  a  Hat,  a  Pocket-book,  and  a  Bank 
Note  of  twenty  Pounds.  Doyle  gave  Evidence  in 
this,  as  in  the  former  Case,  declaring,  that  Wileman 
and  he  committed  the  Fact  together.  Then  Elizabeth 
fones  being  produced,  swore,  that  the  same  day,  she 
met  Doyle  and    Wileman,  booted  and  spurred,  and 
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\-ery  dirt\\  in  Bdiford  Rozl\  and  that  they  shewed 

her  the   Bank  Note,  which  when  shewn  to  her,  she 

dexxised  to  be  the  same.      Arabella  Manning  de- 

:  •rsed,  that  on  the  Night  of  the  Day  the  Robben' 

was  committed,  the   Prisoners,   WiUman  and  Doyle^ 

^ve  her  a  Dram  at  a  Ginshop  in  Drury  Lane^  and 

ihat  there,  one  of  them  let  fall  a  Paper,  and  takings  it 

up  again,  said,  that  the  loss  of  it  would  have  been  the 

'v>ss  of  twent)-  Pounds.     The  Prisoner  objected  to 

r:e    Characters    of  DoyU\   yones^    and    Mannino^ 

:ini  called  some  Persons  to  speak  to  his  own  ;  but 

ihe  Jur\*  thinking  the  Fact  sufficiendy  proved,  found 

h:ni  cniiltv*  on  both  Indictments.     Under  Sentence  of 

l^^ath,  his  Behaviour  was  ver)*  regular,  professing  a 

deep  Sorrow  and  Repentance  for  the  loose  Life  he 

rad  led,  but  at  the  same  Time  peremptorily  denjing 

that  he  had  any  Hand  in,  or  knew  anjthing  of  either 

of  those  Facts  which  had  been  sworn  against  him, 

and  for  which  he  was  to  die.     Xotwithstandinor  the 

nwst  earnest  Intreaties  were  made  use  of  to  induce 

h:ni  to  a  plain  and  sincere  Confession,  yet  he  con- 

r!nued  alwa\'s  to  assert  his  Innocence  as  to  Thievine, 

letting  fall  sharp  and  invidious   Expressions  against 

the  Evidence  Do\U,  whom  he  charored  with  swearin^r 

s^nst  him  to  preserve  another  guilt)'  Person  fa^m 

Punishment,  whom   WUcman  intended  to  prosecute, 

and  had  it  in  his  Power  to  convict       The  E  fleets  of 

hU former  good   Education,  were  serxiceable  to  him 

in  this  his  great  and  last  Misfortune ;  for  he  seemeil 

to  have    verj^  just   Notions  of  those  Duties  which 

Titrre   incumbent  upon  him  in  his   miserable  State. 

Therefore  especially  towards  tlie  latter  Part  of  his 

Time,  he  appeared  grave  at   Chapel,    and  prayed 

fervently  in  his  Cell,  until  the   Boy,  yamcs  Grundy^ 
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whom  we  have  mentioned  before,  put  it  in  his  Head 
to  make  his  Escape ;  for  the  attempting  of  which, 
they  were  all  carried  (as  we  have  said  before)  into  the 
old  condemned  Hold,  and  there  stapled  down  to 
the  Ground. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  there  is  no  courage  so 
reasonable  as  that  which  is  founded  on  Christian 
Principles,  and  Wilemans  Conduct  under  his  Mis- 
fortunes, fully  verifies  this  observation  in  its  strong- 
est Sense.  He  retained  just  Notions  of  Religion, 
which  enabled  him  to  support  his  Affliction  after  a 
very  different  Manner,  from  that  of  his  two  com- 
panions, or  has  it  had  done  himself  before.  From  a 
just  Contemplation  of  the  Mercy  of  God,  and  the 
Merits  of  his  Saviour,  he  had  brought  himself  to  a 
right  Idea  of  the  Importance  of  his  Soul,  and  thereby 
took  himself  off  from  the  superfluous  Consideration  of 
this  World,  and  stifled  those  uneasy  Sensations  with 
which  Men  are  naturally  starded  at  the  approach  of 
Death.  Yet  he  did  not  in  all  this  Time,  alter  a  Jot 
in  his  Confession,  but  asserted  calmly  that  he  was  in- 
nocent, and  that  Doyle  had  perjured  himself,  in  order 
to  take  away  his  Life.  At  the  Place  of  Execution, 
his  Wife  came  to  him,  embraced  him  with  great 
Tenderness,  and  all  he  said  there  in  Relation  to  the 
World  was  that  he  hoped  nobody  would  reflect  upon 
her  for  the  Misfortune  which  had  befallen  him;  and 
then  with  great  piety  and  Resignation,  in  the  Midst 
of  fervent  Ejaculations,  he  yielded  up  his  last  Breath 
at  Tyburn,  at  the  same  Time  with  the  Malefactor 
before  mentioned,  being  at  the  Time  of  his  Decease, 
about  forty-three  Years  of  Age. 
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The  Life  0/  ]\\L^s  Cluff,  a  Murderer^  in  which  is 
comtaifud  a  concise  AccoufU  of  the  Nature  of  Appeals. 

[O  curb  our  vicious  I  nclinations,  and  to  re- 
strain those  Passions  from  the  sudden  Tran* 
sports  by  which  cruel  and  irreparable  Mis- 
chiefs are  done,  is  without  doubt  the  best 
End  of  all  instruction,  and  for  my  part,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  this  Book  may  contribute  as  much 
to  diis  Purpose  as  any  other  that  has  been  published 
for  a  long  Time.  That  Vices  are  foul  in  their  Nature 
is  certainly  true^  and  that  they  are  fatal  in  their 
Consequences,  those  who  without  Consideration  pur- 
sue them  feeL  There  are  few  who  will  take  Time 
to  convince  themselves  of  the  first,  but  no  man  can 
be  so  blind  as  to  mistake  the  latter,  after  the  Perusal 
of  these  Memoirs,  in  which  I  have  been  particularly 
careful  to  describe  the  several  Roads  by  which  our 
Lusts  lead  us  to  Destruction,  and  have  fixed  up 
Tyburn  as  a  Beacon  to  warn  many  Men  from  indulg- 
ing themselves  in  sensual  Pleasures.  This  unfortu- 
nate Person  of  whom  we  are  now  going  to  give  the 
Public  an  Account,  was  the  Son  of  honest  People, 
who  kept  a  Public-house  in  Claremarket.  They 
w^ere  careful  in  sending  him  to  School,  and  having 
him  taught  to  read  and  write,  &c.  sufficiently  to 
qualify  him  for  Business.  He  was  then  put  Appren- 
tice to  the  Swan-  Tavern  near  the  Tower ^  where  he 
served  his  Time  carefully  and  with  a  good  Character. 
His  Parents  did  not  omit  instructing  him  in  the 
Grounds  of  the  Christian  Religion,  in  which,  having 
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a  tolerable  Understanding,  he  attained  a  just  Know- 
ledge and  preserved  a  tolerable  Remembrance  unio 
the  Time  of  his  unhappy  Death.  After  he  was  out 
of  his  Time,  he  served  as  a  Drawer  at  several  Pub- 
lic-houses, behaving  himself  civilly  and  honestly  wiih- 
out  any  Reflections  either  on  his  Temper  or  hi- 
Honesty,  until  he  came  to  Mr.  Paynes,  who  kept  the 
Green  Leitue,  a  Public-house  in  High  Holborn,  when" 
the  Accident  fell  out  which  cost  him  his  Life. 

It  seems  there  lived  a  Fellow  Servant,  one  ^fary 
Green,  whom  some  suggested  he  had  an  Affection 
for,  but  whether  this  was  so  or  not,  did  not  clearly 
appear;  on  the  contrarj',  it  was  proved  that  they 
had  many  Janglings  and  Quarrels  together,  in  which 
Cluff  had  sometimes  struck  her.  However,  on  the 
I  ith  of  April,  1 729,  Mary  Green  being  at  Dinner  in 
a  Box  by  herself,  Cluff  came  in  and  went  into  the 
Box  to  her.  where  he  had  not  continued  above  four 
or  five  Minutes,  before  he  called  to  his  Mistress  who 
was  walking  up  and  down,  Aladam,  pray  come  here. 
By  this  Time  the  Maid  was  dead  of  a  Wound  in  her 
Thigh,  which  pierced  the  Femoral  Arterj-,  There 
was  a  Noise  heard  before  the  Man  himself  came 
out ;  and  the  Wench  was  dead  before  her  Mistress 
came  in.  However  Cluff  was  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  he  was  indicted  for  the  Murder  of  ^fary 
Green,  by  giving  her  a  mortal  Wound  in  the  Right 
Thifjh  of  the  Breadth  of  one  Inch,  and  of  the  Depth 
fif  ii'.  ;  Inches,  of  which  she  instantly  died.  He  was 
a  >'  'iind  Time  indicted  upon  the  Coroner's  Inquest 
for  the  said  Offence,  and  jilso  a  third  Time  upon  the 
Statute  of  Stabbing.  However  the  Evidence  nol 
being  clear  enough   to  satisfy  the  Jurj',  he  on  his 
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Trial  was  acquitted  of  them  all.  But  this  not  at 
all  satisfying  the  Relations  of  the  deceased  Mary 
Greeny  her  Brother  William  Green  brought  an  Ap- 
peal against  him,  which  being  a  kind  of  Proceeding 
which  has  occasioned  several  popular  Errors  to  arise 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  something  concerning 
it,  for  the  better  Information  of  our  Readers. 

Appeals  are  of  two  Sorts,  viz,y  such  as  are  brought 
by  an  innocent  Person,  and  such  as  are  brought  by  an 
Offender  confessing  himself  guilty,  who  is  commonly 
called  an  Approver.  An  innocent  Person  s  Appeal 
is  the  Party's  private  Action  prosecuting  also  for  the 
Crown,  in  respect  of  the  Offence  against  the  Public  ; 
and  such  a  Prosecution  may  be  either  by  Writ  or  by 
Bill.  As  to  the  Writ  of  Appeals  it  is  an  Original 
issuing  out  of  Chancery,  and  remarkable  in  the  Court 
of  Kings  Bench  only.  Bills  of  Appeal  are  more 
common,  and  contain  in  them  the  Nature  both  of  a 
Writ  and  Declaration,  and  they  may  be  received  by 
Commissioners  of  Goal  Delivery  or  J  ustice  of  Assize, 
Those  which  are  in  use  at  present  in  Capital  Cases 
are  four,  viz..  Appeals  of  Death,  of  Larceny,  of  Rape, 
and  of  Arson.  The  first  are  the  most  common,  and 
that  of  which  we  are  here  particularly  to  speak.  It 
is  to  be  brought  by  the  Wife  or  Heir  of  the  Per- 
son deceased,  unless  they  be  guilty  of  the  Murder, 
and  then  the  Heir  may  have  an  Appeal  against  the 
Wife,  or  if  he  be  accused,  the  next  Heir  .may  have  it 
against  him.  The  Appellant  must  be  Heir-General 
to  the  deceased,  and  his  Heir  Male ;  for  by  Magna 
Charta,  a  Woman  cannot  have  an  Appeal  of  Death 
for  any  but  her  Husband  ;  and  in  the  Appeal  also  it 
must  be  set  forth  how  the  Appellant  is  Heir  unto  the 
deceased.     As  to  the  Time  in  which  an  Appeal  may 

vou  II.  s 
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be  brought,  it  is  by  the  Statute  of  Gloucester  re- 
strained within  a  Year  and  a  Day  from  the  Time  of 
the  Deed  done.    There  is  great  Nicety  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings on  Appeals  of  Death,  and  everything  must 
be  set  forth  with  the  greatest  Exactness  imaginable. 
The  Appellee  hath  also  die  Liberty  of  Pleading  as 
many  Pleas,  or  to  speak  more  properly,  to  take  Issue 
on  as  many  Points  as  he  thinks  fit      He  is  tried  by  a 
Jury,  and  on  his  being  found  guilty,  the  Appellant 
hath  an  Order  for  his  Execution  settled  by  the  Court, 
but  where  the  Appellee  is  acquitted,  the  Appellent 
is  chargeable  with  Damages  on  such  a  Prosecution, 
provided  there  appears  to  have  been  no  just  Cause 
for  the  Commencement  thereof.     But  to  return  to 
the  Case  of  Cluff,  which  led  us  unto  this  Discourse. 
The  Evidence  at  his  Trial  upon  the  Appeal  was 
as  to  its  Substance,  thus  :  Mrs.  Diafia  Payne,  at  the 
Green  Lettice  in  Holborn,  deposed  that  the  Prisoner 
y antes  Cltiff,  and  the  deceased  Mary  Green,  were 
both  of  them  her  Servants ;    that  about  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  before  Mary  Green  died,  she  saw  the  Pri- 
soner carry  out  a  Pot  of  Drink,  and  that  while  she 
was  walking  in  the  Tap  House  with  her  Child  in  her 
Arms,  she  saw  Mary  Green  go  down  into  the  Cellar 
and  bring  up  two  Pints  of  Drink,  one  for  a  Customer 
and  another  for  herself,  which  she  carried  into  a  Box 
where  she  was  at  Dinner.     That  about  four  or  five 
Minutes  before  the  Accident  happened,  Chiff  came 
in,  and  went  to  the  Box  to  the  deceased,  and  in  about 
four  Minutes,  cried  out.  Madam,  pray  conu  hither  : 
that  the  Witness  thereupon  went  to  the  Door  of  the 
Box,  and  saw  the  deceased  sitting  on  the  Floor,  anJ 
the  Prisoner  held  her  up  by  her  Shoulders,  while  tlio 
Blood  ran  from  her  in  a  Stream.     That  on  seein  ■ 
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this,  she  said  to  the   Prisoner,  y antes,  what  have  yoii 
dofu  ?     To  which   he  answered,  nothing,  Madam ; 
whereupon  this  Evidence  enquired,  whether  he  had 
seen  her  do  anything  to  herself,  he  replied.  No  ;  the 
Deceased  at  that  Time  neither  speaking  nor  stirring, 
but   looking  as  if  she  were  dead.     However,  the 
Prisoner  at  that  Time  said,  he  saw  her  have  a  Knife 
in  .her  Hand  in  the  Cellar,  and  the  Witness  being 
prodigiously  affrighted  called  her  Husband  and  ran 
for  an  Apothecary.      Mr.  John  Payne,  Husband  to 
the  first  Witness,  deposed  to  the  same  Purpose  with 
his  Wife ;  adding,  that  no  struggling  was  heard  when 
the  Blows  were  given,  and  that  she  had  no  Knife  in 
her  Hand  when  she  came  out  of  the  Cellar ;    that  in 
the  Morning  between  Nine  and  Ten  o'clock,  a  young 
Man  came  in,  who  as  he  was  informed  had  been 
formerly  a  Sweetheart  of  the  deceased  ;  that  this  Per- 
son drank  a  Pint  of  Drink  and  smoked  a  Pipe,  the 
Deceased  sitting  by  him  some  little  Time,  during 
which,  as  he  believed,  the  Stranger  kissed  her,  at 
which  as  they  stood  before  the  Bar,  he  observed  the 
Prisoner  s  Countenance  alter,  as  if  he  were  out  of 
Humour  at  something,  although  he  could  not  say 
that  he   had  ever  heard  of  any  Courtship  between 
them.     He  added  that  when  the  Prisoner  went  into 
the  Box  where  the  Deceased  was  at  Dinner,  he  took 
Notice  of  his  throwing  the  Door  after  him  with  un- 
usual Violence.     Mr.  Saunders,  who  happened  that 
Day  to  dine  at  Mr.  Pay  fie  s  House,  confirmed  all  the 
former  Evidence,  deposing  moreover,  that  when  Mr. 
Payne  gave  the  Prisoner  some  harsh  Language,  the 
Prisoner  replied,  Sir,  I  am  as  Imwcent  as  the  Child 
is  at  my  Mistress  s  Breast ;  that  the  Prisoner  also 
pretended  the  Deceased  took  a  Knife  in  her  Hand 
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when  she  went  into  the  Cellar,  upon  which  this  Evi- 
dence and  Mr.  Payne  went  down,  and  found  not  a 
Drop  of  Blood  all  the  Way.  Mr.  Saunders  also  de- 
posed, that  the  Prisoner  was  out  of  the  Way  when 
the  Deceased  went  to  draw  Drink,  and  that  they  saw 
no  Knife  in  her  Hand.  Mr.  Cox,  the  Surgeon^  de- 
posed, that  he  saw  the  Deceased  lying  upon  her 
Back,  and  a  vast  Stream  of  Blood  had  issued  from 
her ;  that  upon  the  Table  among  other  Knives  he 
found  one  amongst  them  which  was  a  litde  bloody 
and  answered  exactly  to  the  Cut,  it  going  through 
her  Apron,  a  Stuff  Petticoat  and  a  strong  coarse 
Shift.  The  Wound  was  in  her  Thigh,  going  ob- 
liquely upwards,  and  therefore  as  he  Siought,  could 
not  be  given  by  the  Deceased  herself.  The  Knife 
too  was,  he  said,  laid  farther  than  the  Deceased  could 
have  carried  it  after  the  Receipt  of  the  Wound,  which 
being  in  the  femoral  Artery  must  be  mortal  in  a 
Minute,  or  a  Minute  and  half  at  most  He  observed 
also  that  under  her  Chin  and  about  her  left  Ear, 
there  seemed  to  have  been  some  Violence  used,  so  as 
to  have  caused  a  Stagnation  of  the  Blood.  This 
Deposition  was  confirmed  by  another  Surgeon  and 
Apothecary,  and  also  in  most  of  its  material  Circum- 
stances by  a  Surgeon  who  looked  at  her  on  behalf  of 
the  Prisoner.  Cluff  asked  very  few  Questions,  anil 
Mr.  Baldwin  being  called  for  the  Appellent,  swore 
that  at  Nine  o' Clock  in  the  Morning  he  was  at  Mr. 
Paynes^  and  saw  the  Prisoner  and  the  Deceased 
quarrelling;  that  he  looked  malicious,  and  was  an  ill- 
natured  Fellow.  Here  the  Council  of  the  Appeal 
rested  their  Proof,  and  the  Prisoner  made  no  other 
Defence  than  absolutely  denying  the  Fact  After 
his   Counsel  had  said  what  they  thought  proper  on 
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the  Nature  and  Circumstances  that  had  been  sworn 

against  him,  the  jury  withdrew,  and  after  a  short  Stay 

brought  in  the  Prisoner  guilty.      During  the  Space 

he  was  confined  between  their  Verdict  and  his  Death 

he  behaved  with  a  Calmness  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

He  attended  to  the  public  Devotions  of  the  Chapel 

gravely  and  devoutly,  behaved  quietly  and  patiently 

in  his  Cell,  never  expressed  either  Fear  or  Uneasiness 

at  his  approaching  Death,  nor  did  he  ever  let  fall  a 

warm  Expression  against  his  Prosecutors,  but  on  the 

Contrary  always  spoke  well  of  them,  and  prayed 

heartily  for  them.     When  pressed  by  the  Ministers 

who  attended  him,  not  to  pass  into  the  other  World 

with  a  Lie  in  his  Mouth,  but  to  declare  sincerely  and 

candidly  how  Mary  Green  came  by  her  Death,  he 

at  first  looked  a  litde  confused,  but  at  last  seeming  to 

recollect  himself,  he  said,  /  know  it  is  my  Duty  to 

giz^  Glory  unto  Gody  and  to  take  Shame  unto  myself 

for  those  Sins  I  have  committed  in  my  Passage  through 

this  Life.     I  tlierefore  readily  acknowledge  that  tny 

Offences  have  been  black  in  their  Nature,  and  many  in 

Number;  but  for  the  particular  Crime  for  which  I 

am  to  suffer  Death  as  the  Punishmetit  of  it,  I  know  no 

more  of  it  tlian  t/te  Child  tJtat  is  unborn,  nor  am  I 

able  to  say  in  what  manner  she  came  by  her  Death. 

And  in  this  he  continued  to  persist  unto  the  Time  of 

his  Death,  when  he  appeared  to  be  easy  under  his 

Sufferings,  and  did  not  change  Countenance  when  he 

was  told  the  Day  was  fixed  for  his  Execution,  as  it  is 

ordinarily  observed  the  other  Malefactors  do. 

As  he  passed  through  Holborn  to  the  Place  of 
Execution,  he  desired  the  Cart  might  stop  at  his 
Master's  House,  which  accordingly  it  did.  Chiff 
thereupon  called  for  a  Pint  of  Wine,  and  desired  to 
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speak  with  Mr.  Payne,  Accordingly  he  came  out,  ar,  i 
then  he  addressed  himself  to  him  in  these  Words  : 
Sir^  you  are  not  insensible  that  I  am  going  to  suffer  an 
igftominiaus  Death,  for  wJtat  I  declare  I  am  notguiliy 
of  As  I  am  to  appear  before  my  Great  yudge  in  jz 
few  Moments  to  ans7»>er  for  all  my  past  Sins,  I  hope 
my  good  Mistress  will  Pray  for  my  poor  Soul ;  Iprar 
God  bless  you  and  all  your  Family.  Then  he  spoke 
to  somebody  to  bid  the  Carman  ^o  on.  It  inras  re- 
markable  that  he  spoke  this  with  great  Composure 
and  seeming  Cheerfulness.  At  the  Place  of  Execu- 
tion he  did  not  lose  anything  of  diat  Cheerful  Sedate- 
ness  which  he  had  preserved  under  the  Course  of  h:s 
Misfortunes,  but  made  the  Responses  regularly  to  the 
Prayers,  and  standing  up  in  the  Cart  addressed  him- 
self in  these  Words  to  the  Multitude  :  Good  People. 
I  die  for  a  Fact  I  did  not  commit ;  I  have  never  ceased 
to  pray  for  my  Prosecutors  most  heartily^  ever  since  I 
have  been  under  Sentence.  I  wish  all  Men  well.  3fy 
Sins  have  been  great,  but  I  hope  for  God's  Mercy. 
through  the  Merits  of  yesus  Christ.  Then  a  Psalm 
was  Sung  at  his  own  Request  Afterwards  over- 
hearing somebody  say,  that  his  M  istress  was  in  a 
Coach  hard  by,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  till  somebody 
went  to  search,  and  coming  back  assured  him  she 
was  not  there.  As  the  Cart  was  going  away  he 
spoke  again  to  the  People,  saying,/  beg  of  you  to 
pray  for  my  departing  Soul ;  I  wish  I  was  as  free 
from  all  otlier  Sins  as  I  am  of  this  for  which  I  am 
now  going  to  suffer.  He  desired  of  his  Friends  that 
his  Body  might  be  carried  to  Ha7ui  Alley  in  Holborn, 
and  from  dience  to  St  Andrews  Church,  to  lie  in  the 
Grave  wiUi  his  Brodier.  He  suffered  on  the  25th  of 
'^uly,  1 719,  being  then  about  diirty-two  Years  of 
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7X^  Z^  0/  John  Dyer,  ^^  w^^/  fio/oriotis  Thief ^ 
Highwayfnan^  atid  House-breaker. 

Readers  cannot  but  remember,  the  men- 
tion often  made  of  this  Criminal,  in  the 
former  Part  of  these  Lives.  He  was,  at 
the  Time  of  his  Death,  one  of  the  oldest 
Offenders  in  England \  and  as  he  was  at  some  Pains 
to  digest  his  own  Story,  that  is,  the  Series  of  his 
Villanies,  into  Writing,  so  what  we  take  from  thence 
will  at  once  be  authentic  and  entertaining  to  our 
Readers.  He  was  bom  of  honest  but  mean  Parents 
at  Salisbury,  who  took  Care  however  to  bestow  on 
him  a  tolerable  Education,  and  when  he  grew  up, 
put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Shoemaker,  where  he 
soon  made  a  Beginning  in  those  pernicious  Practices, 
to  which  he  so  assiduously  afterwards  addicted 
himself.  The  first  Thing  he  did,  was  robbing  a 
Chandlers-Shop  at  Collinbiirn,  in  the  County  of 
Wilts,  of  the  Money-Box,  in  which  was  thirty  Shil- 
lings, and  got  clear  off.  Some  Time  after,  his 
Master  sending  him  on  a  Sunday  to  a  Village  just 
by,  to  get  twelve  Pennyworth  of  Halfpence  at  a 
Chandler  s  Shop,  Dyer,  finding  nobody  at  Home,  cut 
the  Bar  of  the  Window,  got  in  thereat  and  rifled  the 
House.  The  Booty  he  found  did  not  amount  to 
above  three  Half  Crowns ;  but  he  added  to  that, 
what  Currants  and  Raisins  there  were  in  the  Shop. 
This  Piece  of  Covetousness  well  nigh  cost  him  his 
Life ;  for  being  suspected  and  charged  with  the  Fact, 
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he  had  only  Time  to  hide  the  Money,  which  they 
searched  him  for  in  vain,  only  turning  some  of  the 
Plums  out  of  his  Coat  Pocket  ;  but  he  readily 
averred,  that  he  bought  them  at  Andover  Market,  by 
which  statement  there  being  nobody  who  could 
falsify  it,  he  escaped  for  that  Time.  His  Master 
shortly  after,  sending  him  with  five  Pounds,  to  buy 
Leather,  Dyer  picked  up  a  Companion,  as  wicked 
as  himself.  He  persuaded  him  to  join  in  a  Story  of 
his  being  robbed  of  the  aforesaid  Sum  of  Money, 
which,  upon  his  Return,  he  told  his  Master,  and  the 
Boy  vouching  it  firmly,  they  were  believed.  Some 
small  Space  of  Time  from  this,  being  sent  amongst 
his  Masters  Customers  to  receive  some  Money,  he 
picked  up  about  three  Pounds,  and  went  off  immedi- 
ately for  Salisbury  where  he  became  acquaihted  with 
an  idle  young  Woman,  who  soon  helped  him  to 
spend  the  Money.  Thus  brought  once  more  into 
Necessity,  he  went  one  Day  into  the  Market,  to  see 
what  he  might  be  able  to  lay  Hands  on.  There  he 
observed  a  young  Woman  taking  Money;  and  watch- 
ing her  out  of  Town,  he  took  an  Opportunity  to 
knock  her  down,  robbing  her,  and  dragging  her  into 
a  Wood.  There  he  lay  with  her,  and  then  bound 
her  fast  to  a  Tree.  From  thence  he  went  to  a  Vil- 
lage in  Hampshire,  where  he  wrought  Journey-work 
at  his  Trade ;  and  getting  acquainted  with  a  young 
Woman,  he  lodged  at  her  Mothers  House,  where 
he  soon  got  the  Daughter  with  Child,  and  persuaded 
her  to  rob  the  old  Woman,  and  go  with  him  to  Bris- 
toL  There  they  lived  together  extravagantly  until 
all  the  Money  was  spent,  and  then  she  and  her  Child 
went  back  to  the  Mother,  who  received  them  ver}' 
gladly.     Dyer  did  not  think  fit  to  return,  but  went 
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to  make  his  Mother  a  visit  at  Salisbury,  where  he 
continued  not  long  before  he  took  an  Opportunity 
of  robbing  her  of  fifty  Pounds,  and  thence  marched 
off  to  Bristol,  where  he  gamed  most  of  the  Money 
away.     Then  he  retired  to  a  Town  in   Wiltshire, 
where  he  cohabited  with  a  Widow  Woman.     They 
found  Means  to  get  such  good  Credit,  as  to  take  the 
Town   in   (as  Mr.  Dyer    expresses   it)    for   thirty 
Pounds,  and  then  packing  up  their  All,  they  marched 
off  to  a  Place  at  a  considerable  Distance,  where  Dyer 
entered  into  Partnership  with  a  Collier,  agreeing  to 
advance  fifty  Pounds,  thirty  of  which  were  to  be  paid 
down,  and  the  Rest  monthly;  but  before  the  first 
Payment  became   due,  the  Collier  broke,  and   his 
Partner  Dyer  thereupon    thought   it   convenient  to 
remove   to   some  other  Place.     He  pitched   there- 
fore upon  the  City  of  Hereford,  where  he  worked 
honesdy  for  a  Space,  until  being  in  Company  one 
Night  with   a  Higler,  he   heard   the  Man   say,  he 
should  go  to  a  Place  to  buy  Fowls  ;  Dyer  answered 
that  he  did  not  care  if  he  went  with  him.    Accordingly 
they  went,  and  on  their  Journey,  Dyer  took  the  Ad- 
vantage of  a  proper  Place,  stopped  his  Companion, 
and  robbed  him.     The  Man  gave  him  two  Shillings 
out  of  his  Pocket,  but  Dyer  suspecting  he  must  have 
more  Money  to  buy  Fowls  with,  searched  the  Ham- 
pers and  took  out  twelve  Pounds,  taking  the  Man's 
Horse  also.     He  rode  it  forty  Miles  outright,  after 
which  he  went   to  Marlborough  in  Wiltshire,  and 
staid  there  a  Fortnight;  but  venturing   to   steal   a 
Silver  Mug,  he  was  for  that  fact  apprehended,  and 
committed  close  Prisoner  there,  in  order  to  be  tried 
for  it  at  the  next  Assizes.     Before  that  Time  how- 
ever  he  found   a   weak   place   in    the   Prison,  and 
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breaking  it  made  his  Escape.  From  thence  he  went 
to  an  Aunt's  House,  about  seven  or  eight  Miles  from 
Salisbury,  where  he  staid  until  her  Husband  grew 
so  uneasy  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  Leave 
He  travelled  then  to  a  Sister  of  his,  and  meeting 
there  with  an  old  School -Fellow  and  Relation,  he 
quickly  persuaded  the  Lad  to  become  as  bad  as  him- 
self, drawing  him  in  to  rob  his  Mother  of  fifty 
Shillings,  with  which  small  Stock  they  two  were  set 
up  for  their  old  Trade  of  Gaming.  The  Robber}- 
they  Ind  committed  was  quickly  detected ;  but  Dyer 
so  well  tutored  his  Associate,  that  the  Boy  could 
neither  by  Threats  nor  Promises  be  brought  to  own 
iL  Yet  their  Denials  had  not  the  least  weight  with 
their  Relations ;  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  of 
their  Guilt,  and  therefore  were  determined  that  thev 
should  be  punished.  For  this  Purpose  they  carried 
them  before  a  neighbouring  Justice,  who  presently 
committed  them  to  Bridewell  to  hard  Labour.  As 
Dyer  could  not  endure  Imprisonment,  especially 
when  hard  Labour  was  given  in  addition  to  it,  so  he 
speedily  contrived  a  Method  to  free  himself  and  his 
Companion  from  their  Fetters,  by  leaping  down  the 
House  of  Office,  which  a  few  Days  afterwards  they 
did,  and  got  clear  off.  These  various  Difficulties 
and  narrow  Escapes,  seemed  to  make  no  other 
Impression  upon  Dyer,  than  to  give  him  a  greater 
Liking  than  ever  to  such  sort  of  villainous  Enter- 
prises. He  stole  as  many  Horses  from  New- Forest 
as  came  to  threescore  Pounds ;  and  afterwards  set- 
ting up  for  a  Highwayman,  committed  a  Multitude 
of  Facts  in  that  Neighbourhood,  which  he  has  with 
great  Care  related  in  the  Account  he  published  of 
his  Life.     Amongst  the  Rest  he   stripped   a  poor 
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Servant  Maid,  who  had  just  come  out  of  Place,  of  all 
the  Money  she  had,  viz  a  Gold  Ring,  a  Box  of 
Clothes,  and  so  left  her  without  either  Necessaries 
or  Money.  At  IVimhester  he  disposed  of  the 
Clothes  and  Linen  which  he  took  from  the  poor 
Woman.  At  an  Ale-house  in  High-street  he  fell  into 
Company  with  a  L€ue-man,  from  whom  he  learned 
by  some  litde  Conversation  that  he  was  going  to 
Atnsbury-Fair^  in  Wiltshire.  Dyer  told  him  he  was 
going  thither  too,  and  so  along  they  Journeyed  toge- 
ther. When  they  arrived  there,  they  put  up  their 
Horses  at  the  Sign  of  the  Clioppifig-Knife\  and 
while  the  Laee-fnan  went  out  to  take  a  Stand  to  sell 
his  Goods  in,  Dyer  demanded  the  Box  of  Lace  of 
the  Landlord,  as  if  he  had  been  the  Man's  Partner ; 
then  calling  for  his  Horse,  while  the  Landlord's 
Back  was  turned,  he  rode  clear  off  from  them  all. 

On  the  Plain  going  towards  the  Devices,  he  over- 
took a  Scotch  Pedlar  ;  Dyer  it  seems  knew  him,  and 
called  him  by  his  Name,  asking  him  if  he  had  any 
good  Handkerchiefs,  upon  which  the  poor  Man  let 
down  the  Pack  from  off  his  back  and  shewed  him 
several.  Dyer  told  him,  after  looking  over  the  Goods, 
that  he  did  not  want  to  buy  anything,  but  must  have 
what  he  pleased  for  nothing.  The  Scotchman  upon 
that,  put  himself  in  a  Posture  of  Defence  ;  but  Dyer 
drawing  his  Pistols  on  him  soon  obliged  him  to  yield ; 
and  having  tied  him  with  some  of  his  own  Cloth  fast 
to  the  Post  of  a  Well,  he  then  went  and  rifled  the 
Pack,  taking  thence  nine  Pounds  odd  in  Money,  a 
jrreat  Parcel  of  Hair,  which  he  sold  afterwards  for 
eight  Pounds,  six  Dozen  of  Handkerchiefs,  and  a 
Quantity  of  Muslin.  Then  he  released  the  Pedlar 
again,  and  -bid  him  go  and  take  care  of  the  rest  of 
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his  Pack ;  Mr.  Dyer  being  then   in  some  hurry  to 
look  out  for  another  Booty 

A  short  Time  after  our  Plunderer  met  with  an  old 
Shepherd,  who  had  sold  a  good  Parcel  of  Sheep. 
Dyer  attacked  him  with  his  Hanger,  and  the  old  Man 
though  he  had  nothing  but  his  Stick  made  very  good 
Defence.  However,  at  last  he  was  overcome,  and 
lost  seventy-two  Pounds,  which  he  had  taken  at  the 
Market  Dyer  being  by  this  Time  full  of  Money 
thought  fit  to' go  \o  Dorchester  in  IVilts^  where  by 
the  usual  Course  of  his  Extravagances  he  lessened  it 
in  a  very  short  Space,  and  then  persuading  a  poor 
Butcher  of  the  Town  who  had  broke  to  become 
his  Companion,  he  soon  taught  him  from  being  unfor- 
tunate to  become  wicked.  They  agreed  very  well 
together  (a&  Mr.  Dyer  says)  until  he  caught  his 
new  Partner  endeavouring  to  cheat  him,  as  he  had 
taught  him  to  rob  other  People.  But  after  some 
hard  words,  the  Butcher  confessed  the  fact,  and 
promised  to  be  honest  to  him  for  the  Future,  which 
being  all  that  Dyer  wanted,  a  new  Agreement  was 
made,  and  they  went  to  work  again  in  their  old  Oc- 
cupation. The  first  Exploit  they  went  upon  after- 
wards was  at  Woodbury  Hill  Fair,  in  Dorsetshire, 
where  as  soon  as  the  Fair  was  over,  Mr.  Dyerm  his 
merry  style  tells  us  their  Fair  began,  for  observing  a 
Cheese-man  who  received  about  four-score  Pounds, 
they  watched  him  narrowly,  about  a  mile  from  the 
Fair,  and  attacked  him  and  bid  him  deliver.  The 
old  Man  with  a  heavy  heart  suffered  himself  to  be 
rifled.  Though  he  had  paid  away  the  greater  Part 
of  the  Money,  and  had  not  above  twelve  Pounds, 
about  him,  yet  he  sighed  as  if  he  would  have  broken 
his  Heart  at  the  Loss ;  while  Dyer  and  his  Compa- 
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nion  were  as  much  out  of  Humour  at  the  Disap- 
pointment, and  gave  him  several  smart  Lashes  with 
their  Whips,  telling  him  he  should  never  pay  Money 
when   Gentlemen  waited   to   receive   it      A  short 
Time  after  this    Robbery  they  committed  another 
upon  a  Hop  Merchant^  who  was  riding  with  his  Wife. 
They  Searched  him  carefully  for  Money,  but  could 
find  none,  until  Dyer  beginning  to  curse  and  swear, 
and  threatening  to  kill  him,  his  Wife  cried  omX^  for 
Heavens  sake  €b  not  murder  my  Husband^  and  Fll 
tell  you  where  his  Money  is.     Accordingly  she  de- 
clared it  was  in  his  Boots,  upon  which  Z^y^rr  cut  them 
off  his  hegs,  and  found  fifty  Guineas  therein.     Then 
taking  their  leave  of  the  Merchant  and  his  Wife, 
Dyer  very  gratefully  thanked  her  for  her  good  Office, 
From  hence  they  went  down  to  S/icrburn,  and  each 
of  them  having  got  a  M  istress,  they  lived  there  very 
merrily  for  a  considerable  Space,  living  in  full  Enjoy- 
ment of  those  gross  Sensualities  in  which  they  alone 
reaped  Satisfaction  at  the  Expense  of  such  honest 
People  as  they  had  before  plundered     Here   they 
had  Intelligence  of  a  certain  Grazier  who  was  going 
down  into  the  Country  to  buy  lean  Beasts,  upon  which 
they  followed  him  and  robbed  him  of  all  the  Money 
he  had,  which  was  about  fourscore  and  ten  Pounds. 
So  large  a  sum  proved  only  a  Fund  of  Extrava- 
gance, a  Use  to  which  these  ftlen  put  all  the  Money 
they  laid  their  Hands  on.    Hampshire  being  so  lucky 
a  Place,  Dyer  and  his  Comrade  went  next  to  Ring- 
UYfod,  where  the  Butcher  fell  Sick,  and  lay  for  some 
Time  until  their  Money  was  almost  consumed.     But 
then  growing  well  again.  Dyer  took  him  down  to 
Ba/h^  where  they  robbed  the  Stage  Coaches  from 
Bath  to  London y  and  as  they  returned  from  London 
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to  Bath  again,  until  the  Road  became  so  dangerous 
that  they  hired  Persons  to  Guard  them  for  the 
Future.  Notwithstanding  they  practised  this  Villany 
so  often,  they  never  were  in  danger  but  once,  when 
a  Gentleman  fired  a  Blunderbuss  at  them,  but  miss  :d 
them  both,  whereupon  they  robbed  the  Coach,  and 
afterwards  whipped  him  severely  with  their  Horse- 
whips. Their  next  Expedition  was  to  Htingerfoni, 
where  they  staid  about  two  Months  ;  in  which  Time 
Dyer  made  a  Match  for  the  Butcher  with  a  Widow 
Woman  of  his  own  Trade ;  but  just  as  they  were 
going  to  be  married,  somebody  discovered  both  his 
and  ^^  Butcher  s  Occupation,  and  thereupon  obliged 
them  to  quit  Hungerfordy  and  to  take  their  Road  to 
Newdury,  with  more  Precipitation  than  they  were 
wont  to  do.  In  the  Road  to  Reading  they  robbed  a 
Tallow  Chandler,  and  then  gallopped  on  to  Readiui^, 
where  they  had  liked  to  have  been  taken,  by  the  In- 
formation of  the  Bath  Coachntafi ;  but  they  beini^ 
pretty  well  mounted,  and  riding  hard  Night  and  Day. 
got  safe  down  to  Exeter  in  Devonshire,  where,  as  the 
securest  Method,  they  agreed  to  part  by  Consent. 
The  Butc/ier  went  back  to  Dorsetshire  again,  and 
Dyer  must  needs  go  to  visit  his  Friends  at  Salisbury, 
and  then  after  a  short  stay  with  them  set  out  for 
London.  The  Fear  he  was  under  of  being  dis- 
covered if  he  came  into  the  direct  Road,  made  hin^ 
take  a  roundabout  Way  in  his  Journey,  and  thereb)* 
put  it  in  his  Power  to  rob  four  Oxford  Scholars. 
From  two  of  them  he  took  their  Watches  and  their 
Money,  but  though  he  searched  the  other  two  ver\ 
diligently,  he  could  find  nothing,  upon  which  he  rodt 
away  with  the  Booty  he  had  taken.  Butthetw. 
whom  he  had  robbed  quickly  called  him  back  again 
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and  told  him  dieir  Companions  had  Money,  if  he  had 
but  Wit  enough  to  find  it ;   whereupon  Dyer  began 
to   examine  die  First  ver)*^  stricdy,  and   found  his 
Money  put  under  his  Buttons,  and  his  Watch  thrust 
into  his  Breeches,     On  the  Search  of  the  Second,  he 
discovered  his  Money  put  up  in  the  Cape  of  his 
Coat,  but  his  Watch  he  had  husled  to  one  of  his 
Companions^  who  held  it  out,  which  as  soon  as  Dyer 
saw   he  took  it  away.     It  is  surprising  Uiat  Men 
should  be  possessed  widi  so  odd  a  Spirit,  that  be- 
cause they  have  lost  all  themselves,  must  needs  have 
others  plundered  into  th^  Bargain.    However,  Dyer 
thought  it  a  good  Job,  and  with  the  help  of  this 
Money  he  came  up  to  London.     When  he  arrived 
here,   he   worked   honesdy  for  some   Time  at  his 
Trade,  with  a  noted  Shoemaker  upon  Ludgate  HilL 
Soon  after  he  removed  to  a   Lodging  in  Leather 
Lanty  and  worked  there  for  twelve  Months.     At  last 
he  got  into  the  Company  of  a  common  Woman  of 
the  Town,  and  she  very  quickly  brought  him  to  his 
old  Condition,  for  being  much  in   Debt  and  often 
arrested,  Dyer  who  was  at  present  very  fond  of  her 
was  obliged  to  bail  her  or  get  her  bailed  out     She 
hearing  that  he  had  a  Legacy  of  ten  Pounds  a  Year 
in  an  Exchequer  Annuit)',  never  let  him  alone  until 
he  had  disposed  of  it,  which  at  last  he  did,  for  about 
fourscore  Pounds.     The  first  thing   that  was  done 
after  the  Receipt  of  the  Sum  of  Money,  was  the 
clothing  Madam  in  Monmouth  Street  in  an  handsome 
Suit  of  blue  flowered  Satin,  with  ever}'thing  agree- 
able thereto.     On  their  return  Home  the  Man  of  the 
House  where  they  lodged  flew  into  a  great  Passion, 
and  said,  he'd  never  suffer  her  to  wear    such   fine 
clothes  unless  he  was  paid  what  was  due  to  him.  Mr. 
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Dyer^  in  his  Memoirs,  gfives  us  this  Story,  dressed 
out  with  Abundance  of  Oaths  and  such  like  Decora- 
tions, which  we  will  venture  to  leave  out,  and  relate 
the  Adventure,  as  it  gives  a  very  good  Idea  of  such 
sort  of  Houses,   otherwise  in   his  own    Language. 
The  Bawd,  while  her  Husband  was  swearing,  takes 
Mr.  Dyer    up  Stairs,   and   there   with  a  wheedling 
Tone  asked  him  if  Moll  should  not  bring  them  a 
Quartern  of  Brandy  to  drink  his  and  his  Spouse's 
Health ;  but  before  Dyer  could  give  her  an  answer 
she  issued  a  positive  Command  herself,  whereupon 
up  comes  Moll  and  the  Quartern.     The  Mistress 
poured  out  half  of  it  into  one  Glass,  which  she  drank 
off  to  the  Health  of  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Dyer,  adding, 
with  great  Complaisance,  well,  indeed  your  Alice  is  a 
fine  Woman  when  she's  dressed  ;    I  love  to  see  a 
handsome  Woman  with  all  my  H  eart     Come,  MclL 
fill  t'other  Quartern,  and  bid  Mrs.  Dyer  zom!^  to  her 
Spouse,  and  d*ye  hear,  tell  my  Husband  that  Mr. 
Dyer  desires  to  drink  a  Glass  of  Brandy  with  him- 
On  this  Message,  up  comes  the  Husband,  and  clap- 
ping down  by  him  took  him  by  the  Hand,  and  with 
Abundance  of  seeming  Courtesy,  said,  pray  Mr.  Dyer 
don't  let  you  and  I  fall  out;  I  may  in  my  Passion 
have  let  fall  some  provoking  Words  to  your  Wife, 
but  I  can't  help  it,  'tis  my  Way,  and  I  really  want 
Money  so,  that  it  almost  makes  me  mad.    I'll  tell  you 
what,  your  Spouse,  Mr.  Dyer,  owes  me  almost  nine 
Pounds;  now  if  you  will  give  me  five  Guineas,  Til 
give  you  a  Receipt  in  full ;  upon  which  our  Cully  of 
a  Robber,  thinking  to  save  so  much  Money,  paid  it 
him  down,  and  Madam  seemed  to  be  highly  pleased. 
As  soon  as  this  was  over  and  the  Receipt  given,  she 
said  to  Dyer,  come  my  Dear,  we  will  go  and  take  a 
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Walk  and  see  Mrs.  S/ieJton.  Thither  they  went ;  no 
sooner  were  they  in  the  House,  but  after  the  first 
Compliments  were  passed,  Mrs,  Shelton  said,  we 
were  just  talking  of  you  when  you  came  in,  Mr. 
Dyer^  and  of  that  small  Matter  your  Spouse  owes  us. 
Pray,  says  Dyer  how  much  is  it  ?  But  two-and-forty 
Shillings,  saj-s  Mrs.  Slulton ;  upon  which  the  Fool 
took  the  Money  out  of  his  Pocket  and  paid  it  A 
Hide  while  after  this.  Dyers  Mistress  thought  fit  to 
quarrel  with  one  of  her  female  Acquaintance,  whom 
she  had  made  her  Confidant,  by  w^hich  Means  the 
Story  came  out  that  she  was  not  a  Penny  in  Debt 
either  to  her  Landlord  or  Mrs.  Slielton,  but  that  she 
wanted  Money  and  was  resolved  to  make  Hay  while 
the  Sun  shinei  One  would  have  thought  that  a  Fel- 
low so  versed  in  Villany,  and  so  given  up  to  all  Sorts 
of  Debaucherj',  would  have  immediately  discarded  a 
Woman  who  shewed  him  such  Tricks ;  but  on  the 
Contrary  he  grew  more  fond  of  her,  removed  her  to 
another  Lodging,  and  lavished  all  he  had  on  her. 
But  as  a  new  Misfortune,  one  Morning  early  a  Man 
knocked  at  the  Door,  and  Dyer  taking  him  to  be  one 
of  her  Gallants,  went  in  his  Shirt  to  the  Window. 
The  Man  enquired  whether  one  Mrs.  Davis  were 
there;  upon  which  his  Mistress  in  a  great  Agony,  said 
O  La  !  John,  its  my  Husband  came  from  Sea,  what 
shall  I  do  ?  Upon  this,  Dyer  hustled  on  his  Clothes 
and  went  down  Stairs  to  Bed  to  another  Harlot,  and 
lay  there  until  his  first  Lady  and  her  Husband  came 
down  Stairs.  However,  it  was  not  long  before  the 
Seaman  had  an  Account  of  Dyers  Familiarity  with 
his  Wife,  and  thereupon  thinking  to  get  Money  out  of 
him  brought  his  Action  against  him.  But  Dyer  got 
himself  bailed,  and  soon  after  arrested  him  for  Meat, 
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Drink,  and  Lxxlging  for  his  Wife  for  several  Months, 
for  which  he  lay  in  the  Compter  for  a  considerabl*^ 
Time,  and  at  last  was  obliged  to  give  Dyer  ten 
Pounds  to  make  it  up.  At  last  when  Money  ran 
low,  Dyers  Love  on  a  sudden  went  all  out,  he  dis- 
missed his  Mistress,  and  not  finding  another  quickly 
to  his  Mind,  took  up  a  sudden  Resolution  of  manyin,^'^ 
and  living  honestly.  It  was  not  long  before  he  pre- 
vailed on  an  honest  Woman,  and  accordingly  Aey 
were  joined  together  in  Wedlock.  Dyer  thereupon 
provided  himself  with  a  Coblers  Stall  in  Leatlur- 
Lane^  worked  hard  and  lived  well ;  but  as  his  Inclina- 
tions were  always  dishonest,  he  could  not  long  con- 
fine himself  to  Honesty  and  Labour,  but  in  a  short 
Space  meeting  with  a  young  Man  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood, who  was  very  uneasy  in  his  Circumstances, 
and  on  ill  Terms  with  his  Friends,  Dyer  began  im- 
mediately to  cast  his  Eyes  upon  him  as  one  who 
would  make  him  a  fit  Companion.  It  seems  the 
other  had  exactly  the  same  Thoughts ;  and  one  Day 
as  they  were  walking  together  in  the  Fields,  says  the 
Stranger  to  him,  Fll  tell  you  what,  if  you  knew  /uru.* 
Affairs  stand  with  me,  you  would  advise  me  I  must 
either  go  upon  the  Highway  or  into  Gaol.  That's  a 
hard  Choice,  replied  Dyer^  but  did  you  ever  do  any 
thing  of  that  Kind  }  No,  said  the  other,  indeed  fioi 
hitlurto.  Well,  then,  says  his  Tutor  again,  have  you 
any  Pistols  ?  No,  replied  he,  but  I  intend  to  pawn  my 
Watch  aftd  buy  some.  The  Bargain  was  soon  made 
between  them.  One  Night  they  robbed  a  Man  by 
the  Old  Spa.  The  same  N  ight  they  robbed  another 
by  Sadler  S'lV ells.  Two  or  three  days  after  they 
robbed  a  Chariot,  and  took  from  Persons  in  it  thirty 
F^ounds.       The    young    Practitioner    in    Thieving 
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thoujjht  this  a  rare  quick  Way  of  getting  Money,  and 
therefore  followed   it  ver)'  industriously  in  the  Com- 
pany of  his  Assistant     In  Lincoln  s-Inn-Fields  they 
were  hard  put  to  it,  for  after  they  had  committed  a 
Robberj%  a  Number  of  Watchnun  gathered  about 
them,  whom  they  suffered  to  advance  verj'  near,  but 
then  firing  two  or  three  Pistols  over  their  Heads,  they 
all  ran  and  suffered  the  Robbers  to  go  which  Way 
they  would.     A  Multitude  of  other  Facts  they  com- 
mitted, until  Dyer  got  into  that  Gang  who  robbed 
on  Black-Heathy  of  whom  we  have  given  some  Ac- 
count    It  is  observable  that  Dyer  in  his  own  Narra- 
tive gives  not  the  least  Account  of  his  turning  Evi- 
dence and  hanging  a  great  Number  of  his  Associates, 
many  of  whom,  as  has  been  said  in  the  former  Part 
of  this  Work,  charged  him  with  having  first  drawn 
them  into  die  Commission  of  Crimes  and  then  be- 
trayed them.     It  seems  this  was  among  the  Circum- 
stances of  his  Life,  which  did  not  afford  him   any 
Mirth,  a  thing  to  which  throughout  the  Course  of  his 
Memoirs  he  was  egregiously  addicted ;  however  it 
was,  I  must  inform  my  Reader,  that  he  remained  for 
near  seven  Years  a  Prisoner  in  Neivgatc  after  his 
being  an  Evidence,  until  at  last  he  found  means  to 
get  dischai^^  at  the  same  Time  witli  one  Abraliam 
DumbUton^  who  was  his  Companion  in  his  future 
Exploits,  and  suffered  with  him  at  the  same  Time, 
When  they  were  at  the  Bar,  in  order  to  their  being 
dischai^^  out  of  Kcivgate^  the  Recorder  with  his 
usual   Humanity  represented  to  them  the  Danger 
there  was  of  their  coming  to  an  ill  End,  in  case  they 
should  be  set  at  Liberty,  and  get  again  into  the  Com- 
pany of  their  old  Comrades,  who  might  seduce  them 
to  return  to  their  former  Practices,  and  thereby  be- 
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come  the  Means  of  their  suflfeiing  a  violent  and  ig- 
nominious Death  ;  advising  them  at  the  same  Time 
rather  to  submit  to  a  voluntary  Transportation,  where- 
by they  would  gain  a  Passage  into  a  new  Countrj-, 
inhabited  by  Englishmen,  and  where  they  might  live 
honesdy,  without  Dread  of  those  Reproaches  to  which 
they  would  be  ever  liable  here.     But  as  they  insisted 
upon  their  Discharge,  and  promised  to  live  honestly 
for  the  Future,  their  Request  was  complied  with,  and 
they  were  set  at  Liberty.     One  of  the  first  Crimes 
committed  by  Dyer  afterwards,  was  robbing  a  Vic- 
tualler coming  over  Bloamsbury-mariel,  between  one 
and  two  o'Clock  in  the  Morning.   Dyer  and  his  Com- 
panion having  thrown  him  down  and  stopped  his 
Mouth,  they  took  from  him  his  Silver  Watch,  seven- 
teen Shillings  in  Money,  two  plain  Rings,  and  his 
Buckles  out  of  his  Shoes.     They  robbed  another 
Man  in   Tottenham-Court  Road,  tied  him,  and  then 
took  from  him  about  two-and-forty  Shillings.     Dyer, 
happening  to  be  one  Day  a  little  cleaner  and  better 
dressed  than  ordinary,  was  taken  notice  of  in  Lincoln  s- 
InnrFields,  by  one  of    those  abominable  and   un- 
natural Wretches  who  addict  themselves  to  Sodomy. 
He  pretended  to  know  him  at  first,  and  desired  him 
to  step  to  the  Tavern  with  him  and  drink  a  glass  of 
Wine,  which  the  other  readily  complied  with«     In 
the   Tavern,  Dyer  took  Notice  that  the  Gendeman 
had  a  good  Diamond  Ring  upon  his  Finger,  where- 
upon begging  the  Favour  to  see  it,  he  put  it  upon 
his  own  Finger,  and  then  suddenly  taking  Notice  of 
a  Hackney  Coach   which   drove   by  with   a  single 
Gentleman  in  it,  he  pretended  it  was  a  Friend  of  his, 
- "  -^  that  he  must  needs  go  down  and  speak  a  Word 
him.      Under  Pretence  of  doing  this,  he  went 
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dear  off  with  the  Diamond  Ring.  Two  or  three 
Daj-s  after  he  met  the  same  Person,  who  was  a  Man 
in  Years,  and  of  some  Consideration.  Upon  his  ask- 
ing I}y€r  how  he  came  to  go  off  in  that  ^lanner  from 
the  Tazrm^  he  who  was  accustomed  to  such  Saluta- 
tions, gave  him  a  rough  Answer,  and  the  Spark  fear- 
ing a  worse  Accusation  might  be  all^^  against  him- 
self, thought  fit  to  go  off  without  making  any  more 
Words  about  iL  I  am  not  able  to  say  how  long  af- 
ter, but  certainly  it  could  be  no  very  considerable 
Space,  before  he  znADumileton  robbed  Mr.  Bradley 
in  Kirby-street  by  Hattan-Gardeny  of  his  Hat  and 
Wig.  at  the  same  Time  trampling  on  him.  beating 
him,  and  using  him  in  the  most  cruel  Manner  imagin- 
able, as  was  sworn  by  Mr.  Bradley  upon  the  Trial. 
However,  by  affrighting  the  Watch  with  their  Pistols 
they  got  c^  safe,  and  in  a  Night  or  two  after  broke 
open  a  Linen  Drapers  Shop,  and  took  out  a  laige 
Parcel  of  Linen.  For  these  two  Facts  they  were 
shordy  after  apprehended,  and  on  verj'  full  Evidence 
convicted  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Under  Sentence  of 
Death,  Dyer  said,  he  was  sorry  for  his  Offences,  but 
^x>ke  of  them  in  a  Manner  that  shewed  he  had  but  a 
slight  Sense  of  those  heinous  Crimes  in  which  he 
had  continued  so  long.  His  Narrative  that  he  left 
behind  him,  and  which  was  published  the  Day  before 
his  Execution,  is  a  manifest  Proof  of  the  ludicrous 
Terms  which  those  unhappy  Creatiures  affect  in  the 
Rdation  of  their  own  Adventures.  However,  it  be- 
comes not  us  to  judge  concerning  the  Sentiments  of 
a  Person  who  in  his  last  Moments  professed  himself 
a  Penitent ;  instead  of  doing  which,  we  shall  produce 
the  Speech  he  made  at  the  Place  of  Execution,  and 
so  proceed  in  our  Memoirs. 


278  The  Life  of 

The  Speech  of  John  Dyer. 

Good  People, 

/  desire  of  all  young  Men  to  take  warning  by  my 
ignominious  Deaths  attd  to  forsake  evil  Company,  espe- 
cially lewd  Women,  who  Iiave  been  t/te  chief  Cause  of 
my  unfiappy  Fate.  I  /tope,  and  make  it  my  earnest 
Request,  that  nobody  will  be  such  ill  Christians  as  to 
reflect  on  my  aged  Parents,  who  took  an  early  Care  to 
instruct  me,  atul  brotight  me  up  a  Member,  though  a 
very  unworthy  one,  of  tfu  Church  of  England.  / 
hope  my  Misfortunes  will  be  a  Warning  to  all  Youth, 
especially  to  some  whom  I  wish  well.  I  will  not  name 
them  ;  but  hope,  if  they  see  this,  they  will  take  it  to 
themselves.  I  die  in  Charity  with  all  Men,  forgivinj^, 
hoping  to  be  forgivcji  myself,  through  t/ie  Merits  oj 
my  blessed  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

John  Dyer. 


He  died  on  the  21st  of  November,  1729,  bein 
thirty-one  Years  of  Age. 
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716e  Lives  ^  William  Rogers,   a  private  Thief; 
WiLLL\M    Slmpsox,   a  Horsestealer;   atid    Robert 
Oliver,  alias  William  Johnson,  a  Thief 

HE  first  of  these  Persons  was  descended 
from  ver)'  mean  Parents,  who  had  however 
given  him  a  tolerable  Education,  so  far  as 
to  qualify  him  by  Reading  and  Writing  for 
any  ordinar)'  Business.  They  put  him  out  Appren- 
tice to  a  Shoe-maker,  with  whom  he  lived  out  his 
Time,  with  the  Approbation  of  his  Master  and  all 
who  knew  him.  Afterwards  he  married  a  Wife,  and 
worked  for  some  Time  honesdy  as  a  JournejTnan  at 
his  Trade.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  his  new 
Wife;  but  she  being  a  Woman  who  liked  living  in  a 
better  State  than  he  could  afford  by  what  he  gained 
at  his  Work,  and  he  being  desirous  to  live  more  at 
Home,  and  yet  maintain  her  plentifully  too,  at  last 
came  to  Picking  and  Thieving,  and  being  detected  in 
stealing  some  Shoes  out  of  a  Shop,  he  was  for  that 
Crime  transported.  In  Mary  la  fid  and  Jlr^fiia  he 
continued  some  Time  workin^f  with  the  Masters 
there  at  his  Trade,  who  gave  him  great  Encourage- 
ment, so  that  he  might  have  lived  happily  there,  if  he 
had  not  been  desirous  of  cominqr  to  BM^la/id.  His 
Mind  ran  continually  on  his  Wife ;  it  was  for  her 
Sake  that  he  at  first  had  fallen  into  these  Practices ; 
and  to  enjoy  her  Conversation  was  almost  the  only 
thing  whidi  tempted  him  to  return  home.  On  his 
Arrival  here,  it  was  no  doubt  with  the  greatest  Un- 
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easiness  that  he  heard  that  his  Wife,  as  soon  as  ever 
he  went  abroad,  cohabited  with  another  Man,  and 
could  never  afterwards  be  brought  to  see  him,  or 
give  him  any  Assistance,  not  even  when  he  was 
under  his  last  and  great  Misfortunes.  Her  Unkind- 
ness  afflicted  the  unhappy  Man  so  much,  that  he 
grew  careless  of  his  Safety,  and  thereby  became 
speedily  apprehended,  and  was  tried  for  his  Offence 
in  returning  before  the  Time  was  expired  ;  and  the 
Fact  being  clear,  he  was  presently  convicted.  Under 
Sentence  of  Death,  he  seemed  to  deplore  nothing  so 
much  as  the  Unkindness  of  his  Wife,  who  would  not 
so  much  as  afford  him  one  Visit,  when  he  had  ha- 
zarded, and  even  sacrificed  his  Life,  to  visit  her.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  that  Crime  for 
which  he  had  formerly  been  transported,  but  denied 
that  he  lived  in  such  a  Course  of  Wickedness  and 
Debauchery  as  most  Malefactors  do.  On  the  Con- 
trary, he  said,  he  was  heartily  sorry  for  his  Sins,  and 
hoped  that  God  would  accept  his  imperfect  Repent- 
ance. 

William  SintpsoUy  was  a  young  man  of  good 
Parents  in  Gloucestershire,  who  had  educated  him 
carefully,  both  in  the  Knowledge  of  Letters  and 
of  true  Religion.  They  then  put  him  out  Appren- 
tice to  a  Tailor^  but  not  liking  that  Employment,  he 
did  not  follow  it,  but  lived  with  a  Relation  of  his  who 
was  a  great  Farmer  in  the  Country.  There  it  seems 
he  stole  a  black  Gelding  of  the  Value  of  ten  Pounds, 
for  which  he  was  quickly  apprehended  and  committed 
to  Prison,  and  upon  full  Evidence  convicted.  The 
unhappy  Youth  said  nothing  but  Idleness  and  an 
Aversion  to  any  Employment  were  the  Causes  of  his 
committing  an  Act  of  such  a  Nature,  so  contrary  to 
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the  Principles  in  which  he  had  been  instructed,  and 
to  \rhich  he  was  not  tempted  by  ill  Company,  or 
driven  to  it  by  any  Straits.  Under  Sentence  of 
I>eath,  he  behaved  with  great  Modest)',  Penitence, 
and  Civilit\%  was  desirous  of  being  instructed,  and 
did  everything  that  could  be  expected  from  a  Man 
in  his  miserable  Condition. 

Robert  Olizrr^  alias  IVilliam  yo/tfison^  was  bom  of 

Parents  of   tolerable   Circumstances    in    Yorkshire, 

They  bred   him   at  School,  and  afterwards   bound 

him  Apprentice  to  a  TallotshChandler.    After  he  was 

out  of  his  Time,  he  got  somehow  or  other  into  the 

Service  of  Mrs.  Xorth^  where  he  robbed  one  Joseph 

Hcppworth  of  seven-and- forty  Guineas.     As  soon  as 

he  had  done  it  he  went  to  Moorgate^  and  gave  two- 

and-twenty  of  them  for  a  Horse ;    upon  which  he 

rode  down  into  his  own  CountrN%  where  he  exchansfed 

it  for  another  Horse,  getting  four  Guineas  to  boot ; 

but  die  Person  who  had  lost  the  Monev,  beinsr  inde- 

fadgable.  imagining  he  might  be  gone  down  fnto  his 

own  Countrj",  followed  him  thither,  and  after  some 

time  seized  him,  and  got  him  confined  in  Beverley  Jaik 

But  it  seems  he  found  a  Way  to  make  his  Escape 

from  thence,  and  so  getting  to  London^  skulked  up 

and  down  here  for  some  Time,  until  at  last  he  was 

discovered  and  committed  to  A^ezogatey  and  at  the 

ensuing  Sessions  at  the  Old  Baihy  tried  and  con- 

\-icted  for  the  aforesaid  Offence.    Under  Sentence  he 

bdiaved  himself  stupidly,  and  not  seeming  to  have 

a  just  Concern  for  the  Offence  which  he  had  commit- 

ted,  he  was  sullen,  and  would  say  verj*  litde,  though 

he  did  not  deny  the  Crime  for  which  he  died ;  yet 

he  did  not  seem  to  have  that  Compunction  which 

might  have  been  expected  from  a  Slan  in  his  sad 
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Condition.  At  the  Place  of  Execution  Rogers  said 
little.  Simpson  acknowledged  that  lewd  Women  had 
been  his  Ruin.  Robert  (9//V^r  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  a  vicious,  unruly  young  Man,  who  had 
hearkened  to  no  Advice,  but  addicted  to  nothing  but 
the  Accomplishment  of  his  Vices.  They  w^ere  all 
desirous  of  Prayers,  which  being  celebrated,  they 
submitted  to  their  Deaths  very  patiently,  and  with 
pious  Ejaculations.  They  were  executed  on  the 
2ist  oi  November,  1729,  Rogers  being  forty  Years  of 
Age,  Simpson  nineteen,  and  Oliver  twenty-two. 

The  Lifeof  ]xuYS  Drummond,  a  Highwaymait. 

OLLY  and  Wickedness  naturally  lead  Men 
to  Poverty,  Shame,  and  Misfortunes  ;  bi:: 
when  such  Miseries  overtake  Persons  wh" 
have  lived  soberly,  and  in  all  outward  Ap- 
pearance honestly,  it  is  apt  to  create  Wonder  at  firs:, 
and  afterwards  to  excite  Compassion.  This  unhapi  } 
Man  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking,  was  the  Son  <  ' 
a  Sailor,  who  brought  him  when  but  a  Boy  of  thrc< 
Years  of  Age  up  to  London,  and  then  dying  left  h in- 
to the  Care  of  his  Mother,  who  was  too  poor  to  iji\ « 
him  any  Education.  However  he  was  sent  to  Sc:; 
and  being  a  young  Man  ingenious  enough  in  himscl: 
and  very  tractable  in  his  Temper,  he  soon  became  .1 
tolerable  Proficient  in  the  practical  Part  of  Navi^;;.- 
tion.  This  recommended  him  to  pretty  constiir.: 
Business,  whereby  he  got  Enough  to  maintain  hinisi '. 
and  his  Family  handsomely,  if  he  had  thought  fit  t 
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have  employed  it  that  Way,  which  for  a  considerable 
Space  of  Time  he  did,  keeping  up  a  good  Reputation 
in  the  Neighbourhood  where  he  lived,  and  serving 
with  a  fair  Character  on  board  several  Men-of-\Var, 
going  up  the  Baltic  with  Squadrons  sent  thither  to 
preserve  the  Sicedisk  Coast  from  being  insulted  by 
the  Aluscozntes.  After  his  Return,  he  serv^ed  on  board 
the  I^leet  which  destroyed  that  of  the  Spaniards  in 
Sici/y.  He  was  afterwards  Coxzcain  in  the  Admiral, 
which  ser\'ed  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  the  Coast 
of  Spain  ;  but  coming  home  at  last  and  being  weary 
of  going  to  Sea,  he  took  up  the  Trade  of  selling 
China  and  some  small  Goods  about  the  Country,  in 
which  he  got  so  established  a  Character,  that  the 
Gendemen  with  whom  he  chiefly  dealt  would  have 
trusted  him  a  hundred  Pounds  on  his  Word ;  and 
never  anything  gave  a  greater  Shock  to  his  Neigh- 
bours and  Acquaintances,  than  the  News  of  his  being 
apprehended  for  a  Highwayman.  However  it  seems 
he  had  been  engaged  to  that  Course  by  his  Brother, 
notwithstanding  that  till  then,  he  had  lived  not  only 
honestly,  but  with  tolerable  Sentiments  of  Religion. 
The  Method  in  which  he  was  drawn  to  turn  Robber 
on  a  sudden  was  thus  :  On  the  19th  of  October,  1729, 
his  Brother  came  to  him  as  he  was  working  on  the 
outside  of  a  Ship  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water,  and 
in\nted  him  to  go  with  him  to  a  Public-house,  which 
at  first  he  was  very  unwilling  to  do,  but  at  last  suf- 
fering himself  to  be  prevailed  on,  he  and  his  Brother 
went  together  to  a  House  not  far  distant,  where  they 
drank  to  a  higher  Pitch  than  j^ames  Drnmmond  had 
ever  done  before,  his  Brother  all  along  insinuating 
how  advantageous  a  Trade  the  Higlncay  was,  owning 
he  had  followed   nothing  else  for  some  Years  past, 


at  th( 
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and  saying  tiiere  was  not  the  least  Hazard  run  in  '_ 
He  at  the  same  Time  advised  his  Brother  to  c: 
labouring  hard,  and  to  take  to  it  too.  fama  was  r.i-r 
grown  so  drunk  that  he  hardly  knew  what  he  did.  5-: 
that  after  much  Persuasion  he  got  up  behind  hi: 
Brother  upon  the  same  Horse,  but  was  aftenra--i 
set  down,  it  being  judged  by  both  of  them  better  :':  r 
him  to  rob  on  Foot,  while  he  who  was  well  armei 
and  well  mounted  might  be  able  to  defend  tbe~ 
both.  Having  come  to  this  fatal  Agreement,  th-^  ■ 
immediately  set  about  those  Enterprises  which  tL^-. 
had  consulted  together.  The  first  Robbery  tbe>- 
committed  was  upon  Mr.  William  Isgrig,  from  who— 
they  took  sixteen  Guineas,  three  Broad  Pieces,  orze 
Moidore,  twenty  Shillings  in  Silver,  and  a  Wamh 
valued  at  two  Pounds.  Xot  satisfied  with  this  tber^- 
attacked  one  Mr.  Wakeling  the  same  Ni^t  on  the 
same  Road,  and  took  from  him  a  Silver  Watch,  a::  i 
three  or  four  Shillings  in  Money,  though  not  withoj; 
much  Resistance,  ^Ir,  Waging  having  drawn  h:> 
Sword  and  defended  himself  for  a  considerable 
Time.  Perceiving  one  of  the  Rogues  to  be  a  Fc-ci- 
pad,  he  followed  him  so  closely,  and  made  such  a,- 
Outcry  to  the  WaUh,  that  after  a  long  Pursuit  and  a 
sharp  Struggle  with  him,  they  took  yames  DrutrnmotLj 
Prisoner.  His  Brother  after  firing  a  Pist<J  or  two. 
rode  off  as  fast  as  he  could.  At  the  ensuing  Sessiocs 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  he  was  indicted  for  both  Offences, 
and  upon  full  and  clear  Evidence  convicted. 

It  is  impossible  ;o  describe  the  Agonies  which  this 

ip{>y    Man   suffered,    while   under   Sentence    of 
ith,  the  Sense  of  his  own  Condition,  the  Redec- 

on  his  former  Character,  unsullied  and  untaintec 
amongst  his  whole  Neighbourhood  ;  the  Coosideia- 
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tion   of  leaving  a  Wife  and   Five   small   Children 
behind  him,  widi  small  Provision  for  their  Support, 
and  what  was  worse,  exposed  to  the  Reflection  of  all 
the  World  on  the  Scx)re  of  an  unhappy  Father,  scan- 
dalous in  the  last  Actions  of  his  Life,  and  ignomini- 
ous in  his  Death.     However,  returning  to  his  former 
Principles  of  Piety  and  Religion,  he  comforted  himself 
under  the  Weight  of  all  his  ^Iisfortunes,  by  leaning 
on  the  Mercy  of  God,  praying  fervendy  to  him  to 
OTant  him  PaUence  and  Protection  under  those  dread- 
ful  Evils  which  he  suffered.    He  acknowledged  all  to 
be  exacdy  true  which  was  deposed  against  him  at  his 
Trial,  confessed  the  Justice  of  his  Sentence,  and  pre- 
pared to  undergo  it  with  as  much  Submission  and  Re- 
signation  as  was  possible ;  and  indeed  perhaps  no 
Criminal  ever  behaved  in  all  outward  Appearance 
with  more  Penitence  than  he  did.      He  died  on 
yfondayiSti!^  22  nd  oi  December,  1729,  being  then  forty 
Years  of  Age. 


Tht  Lives  of  Wiluam  Caustin  &  Jeofrey  Younger, 

Foot'Pads. 

|HE  first  of  these  unhappy  Men,  William 
Caustin,  was  bom  somewhere  in  the  Coun- 
try, but  the  particular  Place  is  not  mentioned 
in  any  Papers  I  have  before  me,  neither  am 
1  able  to  say  of  what  Condition  his  Parents  were ;  yet 
whether  poor  or  rich,  they  afforded  him  a  tolerable 
Education,  and  put  him  Apprentice  to  a  Barber, 
with  whom  he  served  out  his  Time  with  remarkable 
Fidelit>\     When  out  of  his  Time  he  married  a  Wife 


286  The  Life  of 

and  set  up  for  himself ;  yet  whether  through  inevit- 
able Misfortunes,  or  for  Want  of  good  Management, 
I  cannot  say,  but  he  failed  in  a  short  Time  after,  and 
so  was  reduced  to  be  a  Journeyman  again.  How- 
ever, his  Character  remained  so  unblemished  that  he 
was  never  out  of  Business,  nor  ill  treated  by  any 
Masters  with  whom  he  worked  ;  on  the  Contrary  he 
was  caressed  wherever  he  came,  and  treated  with  as 
much  Civility  as  if  he  had  been  a  Relation  to  those 
whom  he  served.  His  Wife  unfortunately  falling 
sick  upon  his  Hands,  he  became  thereby  thrown  out 
of  Business,  and  in  that  Time  falling  into  ill  Company, 
their  repeated  Solicitations  prevailed  with  him  to  go 
for  once  upon  the*  Highway,  which  accordingly  he 
did,  and  committed,  in  Company  with  yeofny 
Younger  and  the  Evidence,  a  Robbery  on  William 
Bowman,  taking  from  him  a  Guinea  and  thirteen 
Shillings,  for  which  he  was  very  quickly  after  appre- 
hended, and  the  Fact  being  plainly  and  fully  proved, 
he  was  convicted,  it  being  the  only  Fact  he  ever 
committed. 

yeofrey  Younger,  his  Companion,  was  descended 
of  honest  creditable  Parents  in  Nortliamptonshirc. 
There  he  was  put  Apprentice  to  a  Baker,  with 
whom  he  served  his  Time  very  honestly  and  faith- 
fully. Afterwards  he  came  up  to  London,  and  liv^ed 
here  for  seven  Years  as  a  Journeyman,  with  as  goou 
a  Reputation  as  it  was  possible  for  a  young  Man  to 
have.  But  having  by  that  Time  got  a  good  Quantity 
of  Clothes,  and  about  ten  Pounds  in  his  Pocket,  he 
began  to  think  himself  too  good  to  w^ork,  and  un- 
fortunately falling  into  the  bad  Company  of  some 
idle  debapched  Persons  of  both  Sexes,  they  soon 
led  him  into  the  Road    to  Ruin.     Amongst    thesi 
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\ras   one  Bradli}\  a  Fellow   of  his   own  Business, 
whose   Company   of  all   others   he   most   aflfected. 
This  Fellow  haxnnor  addicted  himself  to  the  Pursuit 
of  the  most  scandalous  Vices,  easily  drew  in  i'c?////«vr 
to  g^  with  him  to  a  House  where  Gamesters  resorted, 
and  when  there,  advised  him  to  venture  his  Money, 
W^uncrr  was  Fool  enougjh  to  take  his  Advice,  and 
and  so  was  done  out  of  ever)-  Fardiing  of  his  Money. 
Surprised    and    confounded    at    this    extraordinary 
Turn  which  had  reduced  him  to  Indiorence  in  a  Mo- 
ment.  he  did  nothing  but  lament  his  own  hard  For- 
tune, and  curse  his  Indiscretion  for  comings  to  such  a 
Place.     BraJhy  endeavoured  to  cheer  him,  telling 
>um  he  would  yet  put  him  in  a  Way  to  get  Money, 
and  thereupon  proposed  going  with  him  upon  the 
Hic^icjw     In  order  to  encouraije  him  to  diis,  he  told 
him  that  at  such  a  Place  thev  should  meet  with  a  Man 
who  had    fourscore   Pounds  about  him.     So   after 
Abundance  of  Arguments,  JV////^vr  yielded,  and  out 
thev  went     From   that  Time   forward   he   rave  a 
Loose  to  all  his  brutal  Inclinations,  associated  himself 
widi    nobody    but   common   Whores   and  Thieves, 
s:»ent  his  Time  in  Gaming,  when  not  eng^ed  in  a 
worse  Employment,  and  never,  after  his  Aquaintance 
commenced  with  Braeiley,  thouc^ht  of  doin^f  an\thincr 
either  just  or  honest     But  his  Course  was  of  no  long 
Continuance  ;  for  havnng  committed  four  or  five  Rob- 
beries, the    last   of  which  was   in  the  Company  of 
Uyj/tafN  Canst  in  ^  they  were  both  apprehended,  and 
a^  has  been  said,  upon  full  Evidence  convicted.     Un- 
der Sentence  of  Death  they  both  of   them  blamed 
I^raMey  the  Evidence,  as  the  person  who  had  drawn 
•ihem  first  to  the  Commission  of  diose  Crimes,  for 
uhich  they  were   now  to  answer  witli  tlieir  Lives. 
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Caustiris  Wife  died  while  he  was  under  Sentence, 
and  he  thereby  lost  what  little  Comfort  he  had  under 
his  Afflictions ;  however,  he  endeavoured  to  compose 
himself  the  best  he  could  to  suffer  that  Judgment 
which  the  Law  had  pronounced  upon  him,  ani 
which  he  himself  acknowledged  t<5  be  just  Youn^.r 
on  the  other  Hand  was  exceedingly  timorous,  and  s:- 
terribly  affrighted  at  the  Approach  of  Death,  that  he 
scarce  retained  his  Senses.  He  confessed  fredy  the 
Enormities  of  his  former  Life  ;  said,  that  a  more  dis- 
solute Person  than  himself  never  lived  ;  cried  out  a- 
gainst  the  Evidence  Bradley^  as  the  Author  of  his 
Misfortunes,  and  charged  him  with  having  sedulously 
endeavoured  to  seduce  him.  But  in  the  Midst  of  all 
this  he  wept  bitterly,  and  shewed  a  greater  Terror 
at  the  Approach  of  his  Execution  than  was  seen 
amongst  any  of  the  Rest  who  suffered  with  him,  M^ 
Countenance  being  so  much  altered  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  anybody  to  know  him  who  hai 
been  acquainted  with  him,  insomuch  that  he  lookei 
for  many  Weeks  before  his  Execution  like  a  Person 
who  had  been  already  dead  and  buried. 

As  the  Day  of  his  Dissolution  approached,  it  was 
hoped  that  he  would  recover  more  Courage,  but  in- 
stead of  that  he  became  so  terribly  affrighted  that  he 
could  scarce  speak,  or  shew  any  Signs  of  Life  when 
he  was  brought  to  Tyburn.     However  there  he  did 
gather  Spirits  a  litde,  and  spoke  to  the  Crowd  to 
take  Warning  by  him,  and  avoid  coming  to  that  fatal 
Place.     He  said,  that  he  had  been  guilty  but  q{  five 
Robberies  in  all  his  Life.     He  forgave  his  Prosecu- 
tors and  the  Evidence  who  swore  against  him,  and  in 
this  Disposition  they  both  died  at  the  same  Time 
with  the  other  Malefactors  ;  Caustin  being  thirt)--six 
Years  of  Age,  and  Younger  about  thirty-four. 


Henry  Knowland,  a  Footpad,  &c,       289 


7>4^  ZtV«^  £?/  Henry  Knowland  and  Thomas 

Westwood,  Foot-pads. 

lENRY  KNOWLAND  was  the  Son  of  a 
Butcher.  He  received  a  tolerable  Education 
at  School,  and  was  brought  up  by  his  Father 
to  his  own  Business.  He  was  of  a  lewd 
Disposition,  continually  running  after  Whores,  keep- 
ing lewd  Company,  Gaming  and  Drinking  until  he 
was  able  neither  to  stand  or  go.  He  married  his  first 
Cousin,  who  had  formerly  been  Wife  to  Neeves  the 
Evidence.  It  seems  this  very  Knowland  had  been 
put  into  Whtte-Chapel-Gaol  upon  her  swearing  a 
Robbery  s^^ainst  him  for  taking  a  Gold  Chain  off  her 
Neck,  but  that  Affair  being  accommodated,  he  a  little 
after  married  her,  which  was  perhaps  no  small  Cause 
of  his  future  Ruin.  He  was  always  dishonest  in  his 
Principles,  and  ready  to  lay  hold  of  any  Money 
without  ever  thinking  of  paying  it  again.  At  Smith-- 
Field  he  used  to  be  dexterous  in  cheating  Country 
Graziers  of  their  Cattle.  The  Method  by  which  he 
did  It  was  generally  this  :  Taking  Advantage  of  a 
Countryman,  whom  he  saw  looked  unaquainted  with 
things,  he  struck  a  Bargain  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
for  any  Price  he  pleased,  for  the  Countryman's  Goods  ; 
then  stepping  in  to  drink  a  Mug  and  pay  the  Money, 
Knowland  had  an  Accomplice  ready  planted,  who 
coming  hastily  into  the  Room,  told  him  with  a  sub- 
missive Air,  that  a  Gentleman  at  such  a  Place  desired 
to  speak  with  him,  upon  which  he  rose  in  a  Hurry, 

VOL.  II.  u 
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and  told  the  Countryman  he  would  return  imme- 
diately and  pay  him  his  Money,  while  the  Attendant 
in  the  meanwhile  drove  off  the  Beast,  and  so  the  poor 
Man  was  left  without  Hopes  of  seeing  either  Money 
or  Bullock,  and  perhaps  ruined  into  the  Bargain,  for 
being  obliged  to  pay  his  Master  for  the  Beast  that 
was  lost 

Thomas  Westwood,  the  second  of  these  Offenders, 
was  a  Man  descended  of  mean  Parents,  who  either  had 
it  not  in  their  Power,  or  were  so  careless  as  to  afford 
him  little  or  no  Education.  He  was  in  himself  a 
stupid  obstinate  Fellow,  who  never  took  any  Pains  in 
endeavouring  to  attain  to  the  least  Degree  of  ♦Know- 
ledge, but  contented  himself  with  living  like  a  Beast, 
in  a  continual  Round  of  Eating  and  Drinking,  and 
Sleeping.  By  Trade  he  was  a  Sawyer,  and  when  he 
wanted  Business  in  his  Trade,  which  as  the  Ordinarx 
tells  us  he  often  did,  being  a  poor  purblind  Creature, 
he  either  sold  Saw- Dust  about  Town,  or  else 
practised  as  a  Bailiff ' s-Follower,  a  Profession  which 
led  him  into  yet  greater  Debaucheries  and  Extra\'a- 
gances,  than  otherwise  he  might  have  fallen  into. 
Knowland  and  he  were  apprehended  on  Suspicion 
for  being  Robbers,  and  were  tried  at  the  Old  BaiUy 
on  four  Indictments  for  Offences  all  laid  to  have  been 
committed  on  the  same  Day,  viz,,  on  the  23d  Nazfetn- 
ber,  1729.  The  first  was  for  assaulting  yohn  Molton 
in  an  open  Field,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  four  Shillings.  The  Second  was  for  assaulting 
Mary  Butler,  and  taking  from  her  Sixpence  in  Money. 
The  third  was  for  assaulting  Nicholas  Butler^  and 
taking  from  him  half  a  Guinea  and  one  Shilling. 
The  Fourth  was  for  assaulting  Anne  Nailar,  and 
taking  from  her   Three   and   Sixpence   in  Money. 
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The  Prosecutors  on  all  these  Indictments  swore  posi- 
tively to  the  Prisoners'  Faces.  Mn  Butler  was  des- 
perately wounded ;  the  Ordinary  say's,  he  was  mor- 
tally waumled^  hut  through  God^s  Grace  recovered. 
In  their  Defence  they  called  a  great  Number  of 
People  to  prove  them  in  other  Places  at  the  Time 
the  Robberies  were  committed,  to  which  they  posi- 
tively swore,  but  the  Jury  giving  Credit  to  the  Prose- 
cutors' Evidence,  they  were  both  found  guilty. 
However,  they  ab^olutdy  denied  the  Crimes  to  the 
last ;  suffering  at  Tyburn  with  great  Marks  of  Sor- 
row and  loud  Exclamations  to  God  to  have  mercy 
on  their  Souls,  the  2f)ilti  oi  February ^  iyy>^Kfiowland 
being  twenty-four,  and  IVestwood  twenty-seven  Years 
of  Age. 


The  Life  of  John  Everett,  a  Highwayman. 

IHIS  unfortunate  Man  who  in  the  Course  of 
his  Life  made  some  Noise  in  the  World, 
was  the  Son  of  honest  and  reputable  Pa- 
rents at  Hitchen^  in  Hertfordshire.  They 
gave  their  Son  all  the  Education  necessary  to  qualify 
him  for  such  Business  as  they  thought  proper  to  put 
him  to,  which  was  that  of  a  Salesman ;  but  before  his 
Time  was  expired  he  went  over  to  Flanders^  and 
served  in  the  late  War  there,  in  several  Si^[es  and 
Battles,  where  he  behaved  so  well  as  to  be  preferred 
in  the  Post  of  a  Serjeant  in  the  Honourable  General 
Haws  R^[iment  of  Foot ;  but  upon  the  Peace,  re- 
turning into  England^  and  being  quartered  at  Worces- 
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ter^  he  there  purchased  his  Discharge,  and  then  com- 
ing up  to  London  betook  himself  for  Bread  to  the 
Office  of  a  Bailiff  in  White-Chapel-Court.  In  this 
Station  he  continued  for  about  Seven  Years, 
until  he  fell  into  Misfortunes,  chiefly    through   the 

Means  of  one    C th.    To  shelter  himself  from 

a  Gaol,  which  threatened  him  at  that  Time,  he  was 
forced  to  go  into  the  Foot-Guards,  where  he  served 
in  the  Company  commanded  by  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Albemarle;  but  unluckily  for  him,  having 
commenced  an  Acquaintance  with  Richard  Bird 
at  the  aforesaid  Mr.  C tfisy  -ffm/ told  him  he  per- 
ceived they  were  much  in  a  Case ;  that  is,  they  both 
wanted  Money,  and  that  therefore  looking  upon  him 
{Everett)  to  be  a  Man  who  could  be  trusted,  he  would 
propose  to  him  an  easy  Method  for  supply ;  this 
Method  was  neither  better  nor  worse  than  robbing  on 
the  Highway.  To  this  Proposition  Everett  readily 
agreeing,  they  immediately  joined,  and  providing 
proper  Utensils  for  their  Co-partnership,  they  soon 
after  practised  their  Trade  with  great  Success,  in  the 
Counties  of  Middlesex^  Essex,  Surrey,  and  Kent,  par- 
ticularly the  robbing  the  Dartford  Coach  ;  from  the 
Passengers  of  which  they  took  a  Portmanteau,  where- 
in was  contained  Jewels,  Money,  and  valuable  Goods 
to  a  great  Amount.  But  spending  as  fast  as  they 
got,  they  were  never  the  better  for  the  Multitude  of 
Facts  they  committed,  but  were  in  a  continual  Neces- 
sity of  hazarding  Body  and  Soul  for  a  precarious  Sub- 
sistance.  A  short  Time  after,  they  stopped  the 
Woodford  Stage  Coach,  and  found  in  it  only  one 
Passenger  worth  plundering.  From  him  they  took 
a  Gold  Watch  and  some  Silver,  but  the  Gentleman 
expressing  great  Concern  at  the  Loss  of  his  Watch, 
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they  told  him  if  he  would  promise  faithfully  to  send 
such  a  Sum  of  Money  to  such  a  Place,  they  would 
let  him  have  it  again.  On  Hounslaw-Heath  they 
attacked  two  Officers  of  the  Army,  who  were  well 
mounted,  and  Guarded  with  Servants  armed  with 
Blunderbusses.  They  took  their  Gold  Watches  and 
Money  from  them,  though  the  Officers  tried  to  resist ; 
but  they  forced  them  to  submit  to  the  well-known 
Doctrine  oK passive  Obedience  before  they  quitted  them. 
The  Watches  (pursuant  to  a  Treaty  they  made 
with  them  on  the  Spot)  were  afterwards  left  at  Youngs 
MatCs  Coffee  House^  Charing-Cross^  where  the  Own- 
ers had  them  again,  on  Payment  of  twenty  Guineas, 
as  stipulated  in  the  said  Treaty  between  the  Parties, 
Another  robbery  they  committed  was  on  (Squire 
AmlaWy  of  Breeni s-Buildings^  Chancery-Lane)  in  Ep^ 
same-Lane,  turning  up  to  Epsome.  When  he  was 
attacked  he  drew  his  Sword  and  made  several  Passes 
at  them  as  he  sat  in  an  open  Chaise ;  but  notwith- 
standing his  Resolution  in  opposing  them,  they  by 
Force  took  two  Guineas,  a  Silver  Watch,  and  his  Silver 
hilted  Sword,  and  some  Parchment  Writings  of  con- 
siderable Value.  On  his  Submission  he  requested 
his  Writings ;  they  accordingly  delivered  them  up,  let 
him  pass,  and  helped  him  to  his  Watch  again,  which 
they  placed  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Corket,  a  Pawn- 
Broker  in  HouncUditch.  They  also  took  Opportuni- 
ties to  rob  ail  the  Butchers  and  Higlers  from  Epping- 
Forest  to  Woodford,  and  continued  so  doing  for 
several  Times  ;  and  particularly  one  old  Woman,  who 
wore  a  high  crowned  Hat  of  her  Mother  s  as  she  said, 
which  Hat  they  took  and  searched,  and  out  of  the 
Lining  found  three  Pounds,  and  gave  her  the  Hat 
again.     On  Acton-Common  they  sdso  met  two  Cha- 
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riots  with  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  in  them,  and  robbed 
them  in  Money,  Watches,  and  other  things  to  the 
Value  of  thirty  Pounds.  My  Readers,  from  these 
Instances,  must  have  a  tolerable  Notion  of  Everett's 
Humour.  It  may  prove  entertaining  therefore  to 
give  them  a  Specimen  of  his  own  Manner  of  relat- 
ing his  Adventures,  and  therefore  I  insert  the  follow- 
ing in  his  own  Words. 

Soon  after  our  last  Achievement,  my  old  comrade 
Dick  Bird  and  I,  stopped  a  Coach  in  the  Evening  in 
Hounslow  Heath,  in  which  (amongst  other  Passengers) 
were  two  precise,  but  courageous  Qucikers,  who  had 
the  Assurance  to  call  us  Sons  of  Violence;  and 
refusing  to  comply  with  our  reasonable  Demands, 
jumped  out  of  the  Coach  to  give  us  Batde;  whereupon 
we  began  a  sharp  Engagement,  and  shewed  them 
that  the  Arm  of  Flesh  was  too  strong  for  the  Spirit, 
which  seemed  to  move  very  powerfully  within  them. 
After  a  short  Contest  (though  we  never  offered  to 
Fire,  for  I  ever  abhorred  Barbarity,  or  the  more 
heinous  son  of  Murder),  through  the  cowardly  Per- 
suasions of  their  Fellow-Travellers  they  submitted, 
though  sorely  against  their  Inclinations.  As  they 
were  stout  Fellows  and  Men  every  Inch  of  them,  we 
scorned  to  abuse  them,  and  contented  ourselves  with 
rifling  them  of  the  little  Mammon  of  Unrighteousness 
which  they  had  about  them,  which  amounted  to  about 
thirty  or  forty  Shillings  and  their  Watches.  The 
Rest  in  the  Coach,  whose  Hearts  were  sunk  into  their 
Breeches,  Dick  fleeced  without  the  least  Resistance. 
There  was  one  Circumstance  in  this  Affair,  which 
created  a  litde  Diversion,  and  therefore  with  my 
Reader  s  Leave  I  will  relate  it.  The  Precisians  for 
the  most  Part,  though  they  are  plain  in  their  Dress, 
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wear  the  best  of  Commodites,  and  though  a  smart 
Topee  is  an  Abomination,  yet  a  Bob  Wig,  or  a 
natural  of  six  or  seven  Guineas  Price  is  a  modest 
Covering  allowed  by  the  Saints.  One  of  the  Prigs 
were  well  furnished  in  this  particular,  and  flattering 
myself  it  would  become  me,  I  resolved  to  make  it 
lawful  Plunder.  Without  any  further  Ceremony 
therefore  than  ailing  Exchange  was  no  Robbery, 
/  napped  his  Poll,  and  dressed  him  immediately  in 
Masquerade  with  an  old  Tye,  which  I  had  the  Day 
before  purchased  of  an  antiquated  Chelsea  Pensioner 
for  half  a  Crown,  The  other  Company  though  before 
in  doleful  Dumps  for  the  Loss  of  the  Carriander 
Seedy  could  not  forbear  grinning  at  the  merry  Meta- 
morphosis  ;  for  our  Quaker  looked  more  like  a  Devil 
than  Saint  As  companions  in  Distress  ever  alle- 
viate its  Weight,  they  invited  him  with  a  general 
Laugh  into  their  leathern  Convenience  again,  wished 
us  a  good  Night,  and  hoped  they  should  have  no 
farther  Molestation  on  the  Road.  We  gave  them  the 
Watch  Word,  and  assured  them  they  should  not 
We  then  tipped  the  honest  Coachman  a  Twelver  to 
drink  our  Healths,  and  brushed  off  the  Ground. 

About  a  Week  or  ten  Days  after,  my  Brother  Dick 
and  I  projected  a  new  Scheme,  more  humble  than  the 
former,  to  take  a  Purse  without  the  Charge  of  Horse- 
hire.  Hillington  Comment  we  determined  to  be  the 
Scene  of  Action.  We  sauntered  for  some  time  upon 
the  Green,  and  suffered  several  to  pass  by  without 
Molestation ;  but  at  last  we  espyed  two  Gentlemen 
well  mounted  coming  towards  us,  who  we  imagined 
might  be  able  to  replenish  our  empty  Purses,  so  we 
prepared  for  an  Attack,  whereupon  after  the  usual 
Salutation,  I  stopped  the  Foremost  and  demanded  his 
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Cash,  his  Watch  and  other  Appurtenances  thereunto 
belonging  ;  and  assured  him  I  was  a  younger  BnHber 
of  an  Honourable  but  numerous  Family  ;  that  to  work 
I  had  no. Inclination,  and  to  beg  I  was  ashamed ;  and 
that  since  I  had  at  present  no  other  way  fcM*  a  Liveli- 
hood, if  such  a  Demand  at  5rst  View  might  appear  a 
little  immodest  or  unreasonable,  I  hoped  he  would 
excuse  it,  as  Necessity  and  not  Choice  was  the  fatal 
Inducement  My  Brother  Duk  -was  as  rhetorical  in 
his  Apologies  with  the  Hindermost,  whom  he  dis- 
mounted. We  used  them  with  more  good  Manners 
and  Humanity  than  the  Common  Pads,  who  act  for 
the  most  Part  like  Turks  and  Jews  than  Christians 
in  such  Enterprizes,  to  the  eternal  Scandal  <rf  the 
Profession.  We  contented  ourselves  with  what 
Silver  and  little  Gold  they  had  about  them,  which 
amounted  to  about  three  or  four  Pounds,  and  their 
gold  Watches,  one  of  which,  as  well  as  I  remember, 
was  of  Tompioris  make,  and  which  I  afterwards 
pawned  for  five  Guineas  to  a  Fellow,  that  the  W'eek 
after  broke,  and  ran  away  with  it ;  so  that  1  had  not 
the  Opportunity  of  restoring  it  again  to  the  prc^>er 
Owner,  for  which  I  heartily  beg  his  Pardon,  as  we 
must  own  the  Gentlemen  behaved  well,  and  came 
into  our  Measures  without  the  least  Resistance,  so 
they  must  do  us  the  j  ustice  to  acknowledge  that  we 
treated  them  as  such,  and  neither  disrobed  nor  abused 
them.  We  thought  it  however  common  Prudence  to 
Cut  the  Girths  of  their  Horses'  Saddles,  and  secure 
their  Dri'Iies  for  fear  of  a  Pursuit.  Thus  flushed 
again  ^^  iih  Success,  we  made  the  best  of  our  Way  to 
Brentford,  and  there  took  the  Ferry.  But  Fortune 
thouj,'h  she  is  a  fair,  yet  she  is  a  fickle  Mistress ;  her 
Smiles  are  often  false  and  very  precarious.     Before 
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we  had  got  ashore,  we  heard  that  the  Persons  had 
cfot  Scent  and  were  in  dose  Search  of  us,  and  our 
Triumph  had  like  to  have  ended  in  Captivity. 
When  we  were  three  Parts  over,  and  out  of  danger 
of  Diowning,  we  told  the  Ferry-men  our  Distress, 
gave  them  ten  Shillings,  and  obliged  them  to  throw 
their  Oars  into  the  Tliames.  The  agreeable  Reward, 
and  the  Fears  of  being  thrown  in  themselves  in  Case 
of  a  Denial,  made  them  readily  comply;  in  we 
plunged  after  them,  and  soon  made  the  Shore. 
Though  we  looked  like  Hob  just  drawn  out  of  the 
Well,  those  that  saw  us  imagined  it  was  only  a 
drunken  Frolic.  Our  expeditious  Flight  soon  dried 
our  Qothes,  and  without  catching  the  least  Cold,  we 
both  arrived  safe  that  Night  in  London^  We  con- 
gratulated each  other,  you  may  imagine,  on  our 
happy  and  narrow  Escape,  and  solaced  ourselves, 
after  the  Fatigue  of  the  Day,  with  a  Mistress  and  a 
Botde. 

I  have  copied  these  Pages  from  Mr.  Evereifs  Book, 
that  my  Readers  might  have  a  dear  and  just  Idea 
of  those  Notions  which  these  unhappy  Men  entertain 
of  the  Life  they  lead,  and  hope  they  may  be  of  some 
Use,  in  giving  such  Youths  as  are  too  apt  to  be 
taken  with  their  low  Kind  of  Jests,  a  just  Abhor- 
rence of  committing  Villainy,  merely  to  divert  the 
Mob,  and  make  themselves  the  sole  Topic  of  Dis- 
course in  Ale>houses  and  Cellars.  But  to  return  to 
Everett :  he  was  taken  up  upon  Suspicion  and  com- 
mitted to  New-Prison^  where  he  continued  three 
Years,  behaving  himself  so  well  in  the  Prison,  that 
the  Justices  ordered  him  his  Liberty,  and  he  was 
thereupon  made  Turnkey  of  that  Place.  In  this  Post 
he  continued  to  act  so  honesdy,  that  he  got  a  toler- 
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able  Reputation,  taking  the  Red-Lion  Alehouse  in 
Turnmtll-Street,  Cow-Cross,  in  order  to  live  the 
better,  resigTiing  his  Place  of  Turnkey  as  soon  as  he 
was  settled  in  it  The  old  Master  of  the  Prison 
died,  and  he  who  succeeded  him  was  a  Footman  of 
the  Duchess  of  Newcastle.  Not  being  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  his  new  Office,  he  tried 
to  prevail  with  Everett  to  return  to  his  former  Condi- 
tion, and  accept  the  Key  from  him.  Promises  and 
Entreaties  were  not  long  made  in  vain.  Everett  was 
sensible  there  was  Money  to  be  got,  and  therefore, 
upon  the  fair  Promises  of  the  Keeper,  became  Turn- 
key again ;  but  when  he  had  shewn  his  Master  the 
Art  of  governing  such  a  Territory  as  his  was  ;  when 
he  had  mstructed  him  in  the  secrets  of  raising  Money. 
and  shewn  him  the  Methods  of  managing  the  several 
Sorts  of  Prisoners  that  were  committed  to  his  Care. 
his  Superior  quickly  gave  him  to  understand,  that  he 
had  now  done  all  he  wanted,  and  the  next  kind 
Office  would  be  to  quit  his  Place  ;  for  it  is  with  those 
sort  of  People,  as  with  some  in  a  higher  Station, 
though  they  at  first  caress  Men  who  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  Affairs  than  themselves,  in  order  to  im- 
prove their  own  Knowledge ;  yet  no  sooner  do  they 
think  themselves  qualified  to  go  on  without  their 
Assistance,  but  they  grow  uneasy  at  such  Services, 
and  are  never  quiet  until  they  are  rid  of  Men  whose 
Abilities  are  their  greatest  Faults.  Soon  after 
Everett  was  turned  out,  to  make  Room  for  the 
Keeper's  Brother,  he  had  the  additional  Misfortune 
keep  an  Account  with  a  Person  who  too  hastily 
anded  his  Money ;  and  yohn,  not  being  able  to 
it,  he  was  thereupon  arrested,  and  thrown  into 
Loi.     He  quickly  turned  himself  over  to  the  Fleet, 
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where  he  first  took  the  Rules,  and  then  got  into  the 
Thistle  and  Crown  Alehouse  in  the  Old-Bailey. 
There  he  lived  for  a  while,  and  afterwards  took  the 
Coci  in  the  same  Place,  where  he  lived  for  three 
Years  with  an  indifferent  Reputation,  until  he  was 
prevaHed  on  to  take  the  FUet-Cellar^  and  became 
very  busy  in  the  Execution  of  the  then  Wardens 
Project,  until  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons diought  fit  to  commit  both  of  them  to  Newgate. 
This  effectually  undid  him,  for  while  he  was  a 
Prisoner  there,  the  Brewer  made  a  Seizure  of  his 
whole  Stock  of  Beer,  to  the  Value  of  three  hundred 
Pounds ;  and  this  it  w*as,  as  he  himself  said,  which 
posted  him  out  upon  the  Highway  again.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  say  whether  we  may  depend  upon  the  Pro- 
testations he  made,  that  he  should  never  otherwise 
have  gone  upon  the  Road  again,  but  have  lived  and 
died  free,  at  least  from  that  Sort  of  Wickedness, 
which  indeed  he  had  Reason  to  dislike,  since  he  had 
saved  his  Life  before  by  impeaching  Bird  his  Com- 
panion^  who  was  hanged  at  Chelmsford  ^l  the  Assizes 
held  there  for  the  County  of  Esscv.  When  he  had 
once  taken  the  Resolution  into  his  Head,  it  w*as  not 
long  before  he  equipped  himself  with  Necessaries  for 
his  Employment  The  first  Robbery  he  committed 
was  upon  a  Lady  in  a  Chariot,  and  the  Lady  desir- 
ing that  he  would  put  up  his  Pistol,  for  fear  of  fright- 
ening a  Child  of  six  Years'  old  in  the  Coach  with  her, 
he  did  so,  and  took  from  her  a  Guinea  and  some 
Silver,  without  touching  her  gold  Watch,  or  any 
other  Valuables  that  she  had  about  her.  He  had 
scarcely  committed  the  Robber)',  before  the  Lady's 
Husband  and  another  Gentleman  and  his  Company 
came  up,  and  the  Incident  being  related  to  them, 
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they  immediately  pursued  him  as  hard  as  their 
Horses  could  gallop,  and  before  long  came  so  close 
up  with  him,  that  he  was  hardly  got  into  the  Globe 
Tavern,  in  Hatton  Garden,  and  had  sent  away  his 
Horse,  before  they  passed  by  the  Door.  As  sochi  as 
he  thought  they  were  out  of  Sight,  he  slipped  away 
with  all  the  Precaution  he  was  able,  and  got  into  a 
little  blind  Alehouse  in  Holborn,  where  he  had 
scarcely  lit  a  Pipe,  and  called  for  a  Tankard  of 
Drink,  before  he  perceived  both  the  Gentlemen  look- 
ing very  eamesUy  about,  though  he  now  looked  upon 
himself  as  out  of  all  Danger.  It  was  a  short  Time 
after  this,  that  he  committed  the  last  Fact,  which  was 
the  robbing  of  Mrs.  Manley,  and  a  Lady  who  'was  io 
the  Chariot  with  her,  a  black  Boy  being  behind  the 
Coach.  He  got  safe  enough  off,  and  to  Town,  after 
this  Robbery  ;  but  how  it  was  I  cannot  tell,  hts 
Neighbours  suspected  him,  and  talked  of  him  as 
a  Highwayman,  and  reported  very  confidently  that 
he  was  taken  up,  as  it  seems  he  was,  but  discharged 
again  for  want  of  Evidence.  He  was  speedily  seized 
again,  and  being  committed  to  Newgate,  was  brought 
to  his  Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  last-named 
Fact  Mrs.  Ellis  deposed  that  the  Prisoner  was  the 
Person  who  robbed  the  Coach,  and  that  she  observed 
him  follow  it  when  they  came  out  of  Town.  Mrs. 
Manl^  deposed  also  to  his  being  the  Person  who 
robbed  them,  and  William  Coffee,  a  Negro  Boy,  who 
was  behind  the  Coach,  swore  positively  to  his  Face. 
Sevfjral  Men,  who  were  present  at  his  being  appre- 
hended, swore  that  he  had  a  Pistol,  Dagger,  six 
Bullets,  a  Flint,  and  Powder-horn  about  him,  under  a 
iTcd  Rug  Coat  His  Defence  was  trivial,  and  the 
Jur)',  upon  a  short  Consultation,  found  him  Guilt)'. 
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Under  Sentence  of  Death  he  behaved  very  indiffer- 
ently, sometimes  appearing  tolerably  cool,  at  others 
in  a  grievous  Passion,  especially  at  the  Keepers,  if 
they  refused  him  such  Liberties  as  he  thought  fit  to 
ask.  Wlien  he  was  first  condemned,  he  flattered 
himself  with  Hopes  of  Life,  if  it  were  possible  for 
him  to  prevail  on  the  Ladies  whom  he  had  robbed 
to  Petition  in  his  Favour,  in  order  to  induce  them  to 
which,  he  wrote  the  following  Letter,  though  to  no 
purpose ;  for  the  Death  JFarrani  came  down,  and  he 
was  included  with  the  before-mentioned  Prisoners. 

The  Lettek. 
Madam, 

/  Crave  Liovty  with  all  Humility  and  Respect^  to 
address  you  and  Madam  Ellis,  and  with  the  utmost 
Suhnission  and  Concern^  do  humbly  beg  both  your 
Pardons  for  the  Fears  and  Surprize  my  Misfortunes 
reduced  me  to  put  you  and  the  Children  into^  whose 
Cries  moved  so  much  Compassion  in  me^  tltat  I  had 
not  Power  to  pursue  with  any  Rigour^  my  desperate 
Design^  which  your  Ladyship  must  have  perceived  by 
the  Consternation  I  was  struct  into  on  a  sudden.  My 
sole  Intention  was^  if  I  could  have  got  /50,  to  settle 
myself  in  a  Public-House^  and  to  take  up  an  honest 
Course  of  Life  ;  but  I  do  awn  at  best  it  is  a  very 
heinous  Crhne  :  yet^  Madam^  you  will  recollect  after 
z:hat  Manner  I  treated  you^  and  at  the  same  Time 
consider  the  Methods  taken  by  others  on  the  like  Occa- 
sions.  This  A^ecessity  I  was  driven  to,  by  adhering  to 
a  certain  Master  I  lately  served.  Obeying  his  unlaw- 
ful Commanck^  and  following  his  wicked  and  per- 
nicious  Counsels,  brought  me  to  Poverty,  and  con- 
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sequently  to  this  unJiappy  State  I  now  labour  under, 
and  I  had  become^  almost  as  much  as  himself  the 
Scorn  and  Hatred  of  Mankind,  I  say.  Madam,  if 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  consider  all  these  unhappy 
Circumstances,  a7id  that  Necessity  admits  of  no  Con- 
tradiction, and  will,  I  am  persuaded,  inspire  Com- 
passion in  generous  Souls  (a  Character  you  both 
deservedly  bear),  and  as  a  Fellow-Creature,  I  bc^ 
Mercy  at  your  Ladyship's  Hands,  by  signing  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  Recorder  yi?r  me,  to  the  End  fu  may  be  iti- 
duced  to  make  a  favourable  Report,  and  thereby  moic 
his  most  sacred  Majesty  to  Clemency,  by  mitigating  the 
Sentence  to  some  other  corporal  Punishment,  and  shall 
dedicate  t/te  Rest  of  my  Days  in  praying  for  both  yo2ir 
Happiness  and  Prosperity  in  this  World,  and  eternal 
Felicity  afui  Bliss  in  t/iat  to  come ;  and  crave  Leazc, 
with  due  Dijffidence,  Madam,  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  Ladyship's  most  devoted, 

Afflicted  Humble  Servant, 

John  Everett. 

The  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  in  the  Account  he  has 
given  of  this  Prisoner,  has  drawn  as  bad  a  Character 
as  he  is  able,  and  in  order  to  do  it,  has  gathered  to- 
gether all  the  ill  Terms  he  could  think  of,  even 
though  some  of  them  are  contrary  to  one  another. 
The  Truth  is,  that  the  Fellow  in  himself  had  Abund- 
ance of  ill  Qualities,  with  some  Good  Ones ;  anu 
especially  good  Nature,  of  which  he  had  a  very  Ian;:- 
Share.  Lewd  Women  brought  him  to  his  Ruin ;  for 
to  their  Company  he  continually  addicted  himselt" . 
and  with  his  low  Intrigues  amongst  them,  is  the  Book 
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I  have  meidoned  stuffed  from  one  End  to  the  other. 
As  to  Religion  it  is  certain  he  had  very  litde  of  it 
before  he  was  confined,  so  it  is  not  very  likely  that 
he  should  make  any  great  Proficiency  while  he  re- 
mained there.  He  was  careless  indeed  under  his 
Misfortunes,  but  did  not  give  himself  up  to  any  loose 
or  profane  Expressions,  but  on  the  contrary  attended 
at  CJka/ef^  widi  Decency  at  least,  if  not  with  De- 
\T>tion.  Some  Attempts  were  made  to  save  his  Life, 
by  ei^[aging  him  to  make  Discoveries  in  an  Affair  of 
h^h  Concern,  but  all  was  ineffectual,  and  he  suffered 
on  the  20th  of  February^  1 729 — 30,  with  less  Appre- 
hension than  mig^t  have  been  expected  from  a  Man 
under  his  unhappy  Circumstances.  The  Executioner^ 
to  put  him  the  sooner  out  of  his  Pain,  jumped  upon 
his  Shoulders,  and  thereby  broke  the  Rope  ;  but  he 
was  soon  tied  up  again,  and  there  remained  until  the 
rest  were  cut  down.  At  the  Time  of  his  Execution 
he  was  forty-four  Years  of  Age,  or  thereabouts. 


304  Tf^^  Life  of 


7%^  Lives  pf  Robert  Drummond  a  Highwayman ^ 
and  Ferdinando  Shrimpton,  a  Highway7nan  and 

Murderer, 

10 BERT  Drummond  was  the  Brother  of 
yames  Drummond  \f\iom  we  have  before 
mentioned  He  had  formerly  dealt  in  hard 
Wares,  and  thereby  lived  with  some  Repu- 
tation in  the  Town  of  Sunderland.  Nobody  ever 
dreamed  that  he  went  upon  the  Highway  for  Money ; 
but  it  was  not  long  that  he  continued  even  to  put  a 
Mask  upon  his  Villany,  but  on  the  contrary  gave  way 
to  his  wild  and  debauched  Temper,  and  committed 
a  thousand  Extravagancies,  which  soon  created  Sus- 
picions, and  occasioned  his  being  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  a  Robbery,  which  being  clearly  made 
out  at  the  ensuing  Assizes,  he  was  thereupon  con- 
victed, pardoned,  and  transported.  But  he  soon 
found  a  Way  to  return  into  Englafid^  and  grew  one 
of  the  most  daring  and  mischievous  Robbers,  that 
ever  infested  the  Road.  The  Multitude  of  his  Rob- 
beries made  his  Person  so  well  known,  that  it  is 
wonderful  he  should  so  long  escape,  especially  con- 
sidering the  Roughness  and  Cruelty  of  his  Temper. 
He  never  used  anybody  well,  firing  upon  any  one  who 
attempted  to  ride  away  from  him,  and  beating  ana 
abusing  those  who  submitted  to  him.  He  drew  in, 
as  has  been  said  before,  his  Brother  y antes,  and  de- 
serting him  when  pursued  and  in  Danger,  he  was  the 
Occasion  of  his  Death.     It  was  also  suspected  that 
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Skrimpton  and  he  were  the  Persons  who  committed 
the  Robberies  for  which  Knawland  and  Westwood 
were  executed.  However  he  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable Space  after  the  two  Shrimptons  and  he 
robbed  together,  committing  sometimes  Nine  or  Ten 
Robberies  in  one  Night,  until  they  were  all  three 
apprehended,  and  William  Skrimpton  became  an 
Evidence  against  the  two. 

Ferdinando  Shrimpton,  the  other  Malefactor,  was  a 
Person  well  educated.  His  Father  was  one  of  the 
greatest  Highwaymen  in  England.  He  lived  at 
Bristol^  and  behaved  in  outward  Appearance  so  well, 
that  he  was  never  suspected.  But  unluckily  for 
him  one  Evening  some  Constables  coming  into  an 
Inn  hastily  to  apprehended  anpther  Person,  and  his 
guilty  Heart  making  him  afraid  that  they  were  come 
in  search  of  nobody  but  himself,  he  thereupon  imme- 
diately drew  a  pistol  and  shot  one  of  them  dead. 
For  diis  Murder,  being  convicted,  he  readily  con- 
fessed his  former  Offences,  and  after  his  Execution 
for  the  aforesaid  Crime,  was  hung  in  Chains.  As 
for  this  unhappy  Man's  Son  Ferdinando^  he  had  been 
bred  to  no  Trade,  but  after  his  Father  s  Death  served 
as  a  Foot-Soldier  in  the  Guards,  and  eked  out  his 
pay  by  taking  the  same  Steps  which  his  Father  had 
done  before  him.  Never  any  Fellow  was  of  a  bolder 
and  of  a  more  audacious  Spirit  than  he,  and  after 
he  had  once  associated  himself  with  Drummond^ 
they  quickly  forced  William  Shrimptons  who  was 
Ferdinando  s  Cousin-German,  to  commit  one  or  two 
Facts  with  him,  and  afterwards  would  never  suffer 
him  to  be  quiet  On  Hounslaw-Heath^  it  seems 
Skrimpton  robbed  a  Man  of  a  Horse,  a  Silver  Watch, 
and  some   Money.     The   Man   applied  himself  to 
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Shrimpton  when  he  was  apprehended,  begging  that 
he  would  find  a  Way  to  help  him  to  his  Horse  again. 
Shrimpton  promised  he  would,  and  for  a  Guinea  was 
as  good  as  his  Word,  though  the  Gelding  was  worth 
Fifteen  Pounds;  but  as  for  his  Watch,  nothing 
either  was,  or  as  they  pretended  could  be,  told  about 
it  But  this  was  only  for  Fear  of  disobliging  the 
Pawn-Broker  to  whom  they  had  sent  it ;  for  Shrimp- 
ton afterwards,  upon  the  Owner  s  sending  thirty-four 
Shillings  by  his  Wife,  had  it  again,  though  Ferdinando 
was  very  much  disobliged  that  he  received  but  half 
a  Crown  for  his  Trouble.  Drummond,  he,  and  his 
Cousin  being  seized,  William  turned  evidence 
against  them,  and  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  at  the 
Old'Bailey^  Shrimpton  being  indicted  for  the  Murder 
of  Simon  Prebent^  Mr.  Tysons  Coachman,  and 
Robert  Drummond  for  aiding,  abetting,  and  assisting 
him,  they  were  both  upon  full  Evidence  convicted. 
They  were  also  convicted  for  a  Robbery  on  the  High- 
way, on  Mr.  Tyson  after  the  Death  of  die  Coachman. 
They  were  a  third  Time  indicted  together,  for  as- 
saulting Robert  Fumel  on  the  Highway,  taking  from 
him  a  Watch  of  great  Value,  a  Guinea  and  a  half, 
some  Silver,  and  a  Whip,  together  with  some  other 
Things  of  Value.  They  were  also  indicted  afresh 
for  assaulting  Jonathan  Cockhoofs  on  the  Highway-, 
taking  from  him  a  Bay  Gelding  Value  Nine  Pounds, 
several  roasting  Pigs  and  Pieces  of  Pork,  &c.^  of  all 
which  they  were  found  Guilty,  the  Facts  being  as 
clear  and  as  strong  against  them  as  possible. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death,  they  behaved  them- 
selves with  great  Obstinacy  and  Resolution,  refused 
to  give  any  Account  of  their  Crimes,  but  in  general 
would  say  that  they  were  great  and  notorious  Offend- 
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ers.     As  to  the  Fact  committed  by  Knowland  and 
Westwaod^  they  would  not  positively  say  it  was  done 
by  them,  though  they  could  not  deny  it ;  only  when 
pressed  upon  it,  Drummand  would  say  in  a  Passion^ 
What,  would  you  have  us  take  upon  us  all  the  Rob- 
beries that  were  committed  in  the  Country  ?  which 
was  all  that  could  be  got  from  him,  even  when  he 
was  at  the  Point  of  Death,  and  the  Wife  of  Know- 
land  eamesdy  begged  that  he  would  tell  the  Truth, 
as  he  was  now  entering  into  another  World,  and  the 
owning  or  not  owning  of  those  Facts  could  in  no  way 
prejudice  him.     As  to  the  barbarous  Murder  com- 
mitted upon  Mr.  Tyson's  Coachnuin,  it  did  not  seem 
to   make  the   least   Impression  upon  their  Spirits. 
Shrimptan^  by  whose  Hands  the  Man  was  killed, 
never  appeared  one  Whit  more   uneasy,  when  the 
Sermon  on  Murder  was  peculiarly  preached  on  his 
Account ;  but  on  the  contrary  talked  and  jested  with 
his  Companions  as  he  was  wont  to  do.     In  a  Word, 
more  hardened,  obstinate,  and  impenitent  Wretches 
were  never  seen ;  for  as  they  were  wanting  in  all 
the  Principles  of  Religion,  so  they  were  void  even 
of  Humanity  and  good  Nature.     They  valued  Blood 
no  more  than  they  did  Water,  but  were  ready  to  shed 
the  first  with  as  little  Concern  as  they  spilt  the  latter. 
Inured  to  Wickedness  and  Rapine,  old  in  Years  and 
covered  in  Offences,  they  yielded  their  last  Breaths 
at  Tyburn  with  very  litde  Sign  of  Contrition  or  Re- 
pentance, on  the  1 7  th  of  February^  1 730,  Drummand 
being  about  fifty,  and  Shrimpton  about  thirty  Years 
of  Age. 
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The  Life  ^William  Newcomb,  a  House-Breaker. 

[HOUGH  the  many  Instances  we  have  of 
late  Years  had  of  amazing  Wickednesses 
committed  by  Lads  (who,  one  would  scarce 
believe,  would  be  capable  of  executing  them, 
much  less  of  contriving  Schemes  so  full  of  Cunnini:; 
and  of  Guilt)  ought  in  a  great  Measure  to  prevent 
our  being  surprised  at  anything  of  the  same  Kind, 
let  It  be  committed  by  ever  such  a  Stripling,  yet  I 
^confess  it  was  not  without  Wonder,  that  I  perused 
the  Papers  relating  to  this  unfortunate  young  Man, 
so  remarkable  an  Instance  of  a  great  Capacity  for 
Mischief.  He  never  once  evidenced  either  Care  or 
Ability  in  succeeding  in  an  honest  Way,  but  on  the 
contrary  was  assiduous  only  to  attain  as  much  Money 
as  might  put  him  in  the  Road  of  Debauchery,  and 
then  stupidly  gave  himself  up  to  squandering  it  in  the 
Gratification  of  his  Lusts,  until  Indigence  brought 
him  to  rack  his  Invention  again,  and  his  second  At- 
tempt, proving  abortive,  brought  him  to  the  Gallows. 
He  was  bom  of  honest  Parents,  who  took  Care 
enough  in  his  Education  to  qualify  him  for  the  Busi- 
ness of  a  Shoemaker^  for  which  they  designed  him, 
and  to  which  they  put  him  Apprentice.  He  had  no: 
served  above  three  Years  of  his  Time  before  he 
robbed  his  Master  of  a  considerable  Sum  of  Monev. 
The  Man  having  a  Respect  for  his  Family,  put  him 
away  without  prosecuting  him.  His  Father  took 
him  home,  but  reproached  him  often  for  the  villain- 
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ous  Facts  he  committed.  He  went  away  from  him, 
and  lay  about  the  Town,  intending  to  take  the  first 
Opportunity  that  offered  to  steal  a  good  Booty,  and 
then  to  march  off  into  the  Country.  At  last  after 
consulting  with  himself  for  some  Time,  he  fixed 
upon  a  Banking  House  in  Laniard-street^  within 
two  Doors  of  the  Church  of  St  Edmund  the 
King^  thinking  with  himself,  that  if  once  he  could  get 
into  that  House,  he  should  make  himself  at  a  Blow. 
In  order  to  do  it,  he  got  into  the  Church  over  Night 
and  stayed  there  till  Morning,  when  just  as  it  b^ran 
\o  grow  lig^t,  he  steered  down  Stairs  into  the  Shop» 
having  got  over  the  Top  of  Mr.  yenkins  House. 
Watching  his  Opp<Mtunity,  be  laid  hold  of  a  single 
Bag,  and  slipped  out  of  Doors  with  it  The  Booty 
indeed  was  a  large  one,  for  it  happened  that  what  he 
took  was  all  Gold,  and  was  upvraixls  of  eight  hundred 
Guineas,  which  put  it  in  his  Power  to  shew  himself 
in  that  state  of  Life  which  he  most  admired.  For 
sending  for  a  TaUor^  he  had  two  or  three  Suits  of 
fine  Clothes  made,  bought  him  a  couple  of  Geldings, 
hired  a  Footman  in  Livery  to  attend  him,  and  thus 
equipped  set  out  for  the  Horse  Races  at  NemtnarkeL 
Women  and  Gaming  very  soon  reduced  the  Bulk  of 
his  Gold ;  and  in  six  or  seven  Months,  finding  his 
Pockets  low,  he  returned  to  London  in  order  to  re- 
plenish himself.  The  great  Success  he  before  had  in 
robbing  a  Banker^  and  his  knowing  that  nobody  was 
so  likely  to  furnish  him  with  ready  Money,  put  him 
upon  making  the  like  Attempt  at  Mr.  Hoars^  into 
whose  House  he  got,  and  endeavoured  to  conceal 
himself  as  conveniently  as  he  could  for  that  Purpose. 
But  being  detected  and  apprehended  on  the  Roof  of 
the  House,  whither  he  had  tied  to  avoid  Pursuit,  he 
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was  committed  to  Newgate^  and  at  the  next  Sessions 
at  the  Old  Bailey^  was  tried  for  Burglary,  and 
convicted. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  he  behaved  with  great 
Mildness  and  Civility ;  he  confessed  his  having  been 
as  great  a  Sinner  as  his  Years  would  give  him  Leave, 
addicted  to  Whoring,  Drunkenness,  Gaming,  and 
having  'quite  obliterated  all  the  religious  Principles 
which  his  former  Education  had  instilled  into  him. 
However  he  endeavoured  to  retrieve  as  much  as 
possible  the  Knowledge  of  his  Duty,  and  to  fulfil  it 
by  praying  to  Almighty  God  for  the  Forgiveness  of 
his  many  Offences,  and  in  this  Dispositioa  of  Mind 
he  departed  his  Life,  on  the  1 7th  of  February,  1 730, 
being  about  nineteen  Years  of  Age, 


The  Life  of  Stephen  Dowdale,  a  Thief 

[HIS  unfortunate  Man  was  the  Son  of 
Parents  in  good  Circumstances  in  the  Kin<j- 
dom  of  Ireland,  who  were  careful  of  giving 
him  the  best  Education  they  were  capable 
of,  both  as  to  Letters  and  as  to  the  Principles  of  the 
Christian  Religion  ;  yet  from  some  Hope  they  had 
of  his  succeeding  in  a  Military  Way,  they  chose 
rather  to  let  him  serve  in  the  Army  than  to  bring 
him  up  to  any  particular  Trade.  It  seems  he  be 
haved  so  well  in  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  in  which 
he  served,  that  his  Officers  advanced  him  to  the  Post 
of  a  Serjeant,  and  just  as  the  Peace  was  concluded  he 
had  Hopes  of  being  made  a  Quarter- Master,  but  the 
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Regimeit  being  then  broke,  his  hopes  were  all 
dissipated,  and  he  was  thrown  upon  the  Worid  to 
shift  for  himself  as  well  as  he  could.  In  Irdand  he 
remained  widi  his  Friends  some  Years^  but  finding 
by  D^^rees  that  their  Kindness  cooled,  and  that  it 
u-ould  be  impossible  for  him  to  submit  much  longer 
upon  the  Bounty  <^  Relations,  he  thereupon  resolved 
to  come  over  at  once  into  England^  and  endeavour 
to  live  here  by  his  Wits.  The  Gaming  Tables  were 
his  diief  resort;  but  finding  that  Fortune  was  a 
Mistress  not  to  be  depended  upon,  he  resolved  to 
take  some  more  certain  Method  of  Living,  and  for 
that  purpose  associated  himself  widi  Ten  or  a  Dozen 
Knigkls  of  the  Road.  He  continued  his  Practices 
without  the  least  Suspicion  for  a  considerable  Time, 
during  which  he  appeared  as  one  <^  the  greatest 
Beaus  at  the  other  End  <^  the  Town.  But  growing 
uneasy  in  the  Midst  of  the  seeming  Gaiety  in  which 
he  lived,  and  being  under  some  Apprehensions  that 
one  CMT  more  of  his  Companions  were  meditating 
Means  <^  making  their  own  Peace  with  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  expense  of  his  Life,  he  resolved  to  pre- 
vent them,  and  thereupon  surrendered  himself  on  his 
own  Accord  into  the  Hands  of  a  Constable,  and  gave 
the  best  Information  he  was  able  against  all  his  Con- 
federates. But  however  it  was,  most  of  them  had 
previous  Knowledge  of  the  Warrants  issued  against 
them,  and  thereby  made  their  Escape ;  whilst  others 
w^^  acquitted  by  the  Jury,  notwithstanding  his 
Evidence  against  them,  so  that  the  Public  not  being 
likdy  to  reap  anj^  Benefit  by  his  Discovery,  some 
People  thought  proper  to  turn  his  own  Confession 
upon  himselC  Accordingl}''  at  the  next  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey^  he  was  indicted  for  feloniously  steal- 
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ing  a  Gold  Watch  of  the  Value  of  Twenty  Pounds, 
out  of  the  House  of  Thomas  Martin^  on  the  30th 
of  August  preceding  the  Indictment  He  was  also 
indicted  for  feloniously  stealing  a  Diamond  Ring  out 
of  the  Shop  of  John  Triile,  on  the  25th  of  August ; 
both  these  Facts  were  in  the  Information  he  had 
made,  and  therefore  the  Proof  was  dear  and  direct 
against  him,  and  beyond  his  Power  to  avoid  by  any 
Defence. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  he  behaved  himself  with 
great  Resignation,  and  seemed  to  be  very  penitent 
for  those  numerous  Offences  he  had  committed, 
though  now  and  then  he  let  fall  Expressions  which 
shewed  that  he  thought  himself  hardly  dealt  with  by 
those  who  had  received  his  Confession.  However, 
what  with  Fear  and  Concern,  and  what  with  the 
Moistness  of  the  Place  wherein  he  was  confined,  he 
fell  into  a  grievous  Distemper,  which  quickly  in- 
creased into  a  high  Fever,  affected  his  Senses,  and 
shortly  after  took  away  his  Life,  just  as  a  very  worthy 
Gentleman  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
Middlesex  had  procured  his  Life,  which  was  thus 
ended  by  the  Course  of  Nature,  in  the  Cells  of 
Newgate^  he  being  then  in  the  forty-fourth  Year  of 
his  Age.     He  died  on  the  5th  of  April,  1 730. 
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TheLifeof\^VLKa.KA  Israel,  a  Jew,  a  Private  Thief. 

[S  It  is  a  very  ordinary  Case  for  Fiction  to  be 
imposed  on   the  World  for  Truth,  so  it 
sometimes  happens   that  truth   hath  such 
extraordinary  Circumstances  attending   it, 
as  well  nigh  bring  it  to  pass  for  Fiction.     The  Adven- 
tures of  this  unhappy  NIan,  have  something  in  them 
strange,  and  whidi  excite  Pity  ;  for  a  Man  must  be 
wanting  in  Humanity  who  can  look  upon  a  young 
Person  endowed  with  the  natural  Advantage  of  a 
good  Genius,  lightened  by  the  acquired  Accomplish- 
ments of  Learning,  fall  of  a  Sudden  from  honest  and 
reputable  Behaviour  into  Debauchery,  Wickedness, 
and  Rapine,  Methods  that  lead  to  certain  Destruction, 
and  as  it  were  to  drag  Men  to  violent  and  shameful 
Deaths.     This  unfortunate  Person,  Abraham  Israel^ 
was  bom  of  Parents  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  of  good 
Character  and  good  Circumstances,  at  Presburg,  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Hungary.     They  were  exceedingly 
desirous  of  giving  their  Son  a  good  Education,  and 
therefore  sent  him  to  study  in  the  Jewish  College  at 
Prague,  in  Bohemia^  where  they  allowed  him  about 
two  hundred  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,    He  improved 
under  the  Tuition  of  the  Rabbles  there  to  a  great 
D^jree,  insomuch  that  he  was  admired  by  them  as 
a   Prodigy  of  Learning.     His    Behaviour  in   every 
other  Way  was  unblameable.     Not  spending  above 
half  what  his  Father  sent  him,  he  distributed  the 
Rest  among    the   Indigent  Scholars   there,   of   all 
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Nations  and  Religions.  As  a  Mark  of  his  early  and 
polite  Genius,  we  have  thought  proper  to  entertain 
our  Readers  with  a  short  Description  of  the  City  of 
Prague^  which  he  wrote  in  the  German  Tongue^  and 
which  on  this  Occasion  we  have  ventured  to  trans- 
late into  English. 

''Prague  is  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia, 
which,  as  if  protected  by  Nature,  is  encompassed 
round  with  high  Mountains ;  throughout  all  Europe 
there  is  no  Soil  more  fertile  or  better  adapted  to 
the  Plough.  The  Fruits  there  are  fine,  and  great 
Quantities ;  Fowl  is  plentiful  almost  to  Excess,  the 
Cattle  are  large  and  excellent;  in  fine,  nothing  is 
poor,  wretched,  or  miserable  there,  except  the  People, 
who  are  Slaves  to  their  Lords,  never  enjoy  even  the 
F^ruits  of  their  own  hard  Labour.  But  to  return  to 
Prague,  it  is  a  City  situated  on  a  Hill,  part  of  it 
stretching  down  the  Plain,  having  the  River  Muldan 
running  through  it  The  Buildings  are  of  so  large 
Extent,  that  this  City  is  divided  into  three,  and  by 
some  into  four  Cities.  The  old  City  lies  on  the 
East  of  the  River,  is  exceedingly  populous,  and  the 
Houses  are  in  that  Quarter  fair,  but  old  fashioned. 
This  is  the  Quarter  assigned  unto  our  Nation  (il  c, 
the  Jews),  where  we  enjoy  greater  Privileges,  and  are 
treated  with  more  Lenity  than  in  any  other  Part  of 
Germany.  The  Heads  of  our  People  deal  to  ver\' 
great  Advantage  in  Jewels  and  precious  Stones,  du^^ 
out  of  the  Bohemian  Mines.  The  lesser  Town  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  River,  is  more  beautiful  in  its 
Buildings  than  the  old  Town,  and  has  fine  Gardens 
and  stately  Palaces,  amongst  which  there  is  the  fa- 
mous one  of  Count  Wallestein,  the  Magnificence  of 
which  may  be  the  better  guessed  from  our  knowing 
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that  a  hundred  Houses  were  pulled  down  to  make 
Room  for  it  Its  Hall  is  thought  one  of  the  finest 
in  all  Europe^  its  Gardens  are  wonderfully  stately,  and 
the  Stables  which  he  built  here  for  his  Horses  are 
almost  beyond  Description ;  Marble  Pillars  parted 
the  Standing  of  each  Horse  from  another.  The 
Racks  were  of  polished  Steel,  and  their  Mangers  of 
the  finest  Marble,  and  over  the  Head  of  each  Stand 
was  placed  the  Figure  of  each  Horse,  as  large  as  Life. 
This  famous  Man,  who  was  the  greatest  Captain  of 
his  Time,  after  having  built  this  sumptuous  Palace, 
re-established  the  Emperor  s  Power,  almost  utterly 
broken  by  the  Swedes.  Growing  at  last  too  powerful 
for  a  Subject,  (or  as  the  Gertnans  say)  endeavouring 
to  make  himself  Master  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia^ 
he  was,  if  not  by  the  Command,  at  least  by  the  Con- 
nivance of  the  Emperor,  Ferdinand^  privately  assas- 
sinated in  the  City  of  Egra^  in  the  Year  1634,  by 
certain  Irish  Officers,  in  whom  he  reposed  the  great- 
est Confidence.  Since  his  Time  Prague  has  seen 
no  more  powerful  Person  among  her  Countrymen ; 
on  the  Contrary,  the  Inhabitants  now  in  general  are 
poor,  and  their  Habits  mean,  the  Hebrew  Nation 
being  obliged,  both  Men  and  Women,  to  wear  a  par- 
ticular Garb.  Its  Streets  are  dirty,  and  nothing  but 
the  Imperial  Palace  preserves  any  thing  of  its  Gran- 
deur. The  same  Fate  hath  befallen  the  other  Bohe- 
mian Cities,  and  thus  in  a  Land  of  Parcuiise^  the 
People  live  like  Slaves." 

When  thirteen  Years  of  Age,  the  unfortunate 
Abraham  was,  by  his  Father,  recalled  from  College. 
At  his  Return  home,  every  one  was  surprised  at  the 
prodigious  Knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  while 
at  Prague.     Those  of  their  Nation  who  resided  at 
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Presburgy  desired  Abrahams  Father  that  his  Son 
might,  according  to  the  Custom  of  the  Hebrews^  read 
in  the  Synagogue^  which  accordingly  he  did  with 
great  and  deserved  Applause.  His  Relations,  and 
die  rich  Jews  of  the  Town,  loaded  him  the  next  Day 
with  valuable  Presents,  in  order  to  shew  their  Venera- 
tion for  the  Religion  and  Learning  of  their  Ancestors ; 
but  these  Encouragements  being  heaped  on  a  vain 
and  ambitious  Temper,  were  the  Ruin  of  a  Youth 
hitherto  virtuous  in  his  Conduct,  and  passionately 
fond  of  Learning.  For  growing  on  a  sudden  con- 
ceited of  his  own  Abilities,  and  puffed  up  with  the 
Vanity  of  having  excelled  his  Equals,  he  b^[an  to 
addict  himself  to  acquire  higher  Accomplishments, 
grew  fond  of  Music^  delighted  in  Dancing  Schools. 
would  needs  be  taught  Fencing  and  Ridings  and 
from  the  Studies  preparative  to  making  a  grave 
Rabby,  jumped  all  of  a  sudden  to  the  Qualities  neces- 
sary to  finish  a  Jewish  Fop.  His  relations  soon 
shewed,  by  the  Alteration  of  their  Conduct,  how  little 
they  approved  his  new  State  of  Life  ;  but  that 
signified  nothing  to  him  ;  he  still  went  on  at  his  old 
Rate,  until  at  last  perceiving  his  Parents  would  do 
nothing  for  him,  he  went  with  an  idle  Woman  to 
Amsterdam.  There  he  was  uneasy,  not  knowing 
what  Course  of  Life  to  take,  but  at  last  submitted  to 
wearing  a  Livery,  and  got  into  Service.  He  behaved 
himself  amongst  the  Spanish  Jews  so  well,  that  they 
gave  him  a  Recommendation  to  Baron  Swasso  in 
Englafid,  upon  which  he  came  over  hither,  and 
entered  his  Service.  He  recommended  him  to  Mr. 
Jacob  Mendez  de  Costa,  there  he  staid  for  some  Time, 
with  a  good  Character  as  a  diligent  Servant  From 
him  he  went  to  Mr.    Villareal  on  College-Hill.     It 
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seems  that  while  he  continued  at  the  Hague,  he  fell 
in  Love  with  a  young  Woman  there,  who  continually 
ran  in  his  Head  after  his  coming  over  hither.  As 
soon  therefore  as  he  got  Money  enough,  he  went 
over  to  the  Hague^  on  purpose  to  make  her  a  Visit 
When  he  came  tliere,  he  found  she  was  gone,  which 
made  him  uneasy  ;  yet  he  resolved  not  to  go  to 
Amsterdam,  whither  he  heard  she  went  from  the 
Hague.  However  it  was  not  long  before  she  was 
thrown  in  his  way  ;  for  upon  his  coming  over  again 
to  London,  where  he  got  into  Service  of  Mr.  Ja^ob 
Alendes  de  Costa,  he  heard  at  a  Barbers  Shop  of  a 
youne  Maid  just  brought  over  from  Holland,  who 
was  then  at  her  Uncle's  in  St  Mary-Axe,  not  know- 
ing where  to  get  a  Place.  Upon  inquiring  her  Name, 
he  found  it  to  be  his  old  Acquaintance  and  Mistress 
at  the  Hague.  It  was  not  long  before  he  turned  out 
the  Cook  at  the  Place  where  he  lived,  and  brought 
her  home  in  her  Place.  For  a  while  she  behaved 
like  an  honest  and  industrious  Servant ;  but  one 
Night,  as  Abra/tam  went  to  bed,  he  saw  her  opening 
an  Escritoire  with  a  Knife,  which  she  said  she  could 
at  any  Time  do.  Abraham  at  first  forbad  her,  but 
she,  by  her  Endearments,  quickly  brought  him  over 
to  her  Views,  insomuch  that  after  having  lain  with 
her,  he  consented  to  rummage  the  Escritoire.  In  it 
they  found  Diamond  Rings  and  Jewels,  to  a  very 
great  Value.  The  Wench  said  to  him,  holding  up 
a  fine  Diamond  Ring,  Abraliam  you  might  take  this, 
and  it  would  prove  the  making  of  us  both  ;  but  the 
Fellow  would  not  listen  to  her.  However,  they 
agreed  to  take  five  Guineas,  which  when  they  had 
done,  they  went  to  Bed  together  according  to  Custom. 
Sometime  after  they  begged  a  Holiday,  and  going 
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out  together  borrowed  some  more  money  from  the 
same  Bank  ;  but  staying  out  all  Night,  she  lost  her 
Place,  whereupon  she  went  back  to  her  Uncle's,  and 
afterwards    got  into  a   Place   in    Wifuhester-strid. 
There  Abraham  visited  her,  and  suspecting  that  she 
was  with  Child,  asked  her  very  gravely  and  kindly, 
whether  it  were  so  ?    She  said.  No,  and  pretended 
to  want  Money,  upon  which  he  turned  back  and  gave 
her  a  Guinea.     Some  time  after  he  came  to  see  her 
again,  asked  her  the  same  Question,  and  had  the 
same  Answer.     Yet  in  a  few  Hours  after  she  caused 
him  to  be  apprehended  by  the  Parish  Officers,  the 
Expenses    whereof  cost  him   five   Guineas   imme- 
diately,   and  he  was  obliged   to  deposit   fourteer 
Guineas  more  as  a  Security  that  he  would  idenmify 
the  Parish.     This  threw  him  out  of  his  Place,  though 
he  got  into  another,  and  behaved  well  in  it.  yet  goin^ 
into  the  Service  of  Mr.  yohn  Mendezde  Cosia^  he 
became  there  so  uneasy  on  Account  of  his  Child,  and 
some  other  troublesome  Affairs,  that  he  ventured  on 
stealing  eight  Silver  Spoons,  five  Silver  F(m1cs,  two 
Pair  of  Silver  Canisters,  a  Diamond  Ring  valued  ar 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  a  Pair  of  Diamond 
Earings     worth    ninety    Pounds,    three    Diamond 
Buckles,  and  other  Goods  of  a  Great  Value.     ¥oc 
this  Fact,  he  was  prosecuted,  and  on  full  Evidence 
convicted.     Under  Sentence  of  Death,  the  Ordinary 
observed  that  he  appeared  to  be  better  acquainted 
with  Hebrew  than  is  common  amongst  the  yews. 
He  came  up  to  the  Chapel  rather  for  Air  than  for 
Devotion ;  however  he  one  Day  sang  Part  of  a  Psalm. 
His  Hatred  against  his  Prosecutor  was  strong  and 
unconquerable ;  for  when  the  Minister  told  him  it 
was  his  Duty  to  foigive  him,  he  said  he  did  n<^ 
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know  whether  it  was  or  no  according  to  their  Law, 
and  sometimes  said,  that  Heaven  might  deal  with  the 
same  Justice  by  him  hereafter,  as  he  had  been  dealt 
with  here. 

As  the  Time  of  his  Death  approached,  he  grew 
g^ver,  and  read  more  constantly  in  those  Books  he 
had  in  Hebrew  Characters  of  his  own  Religion ;  how- 
ever he  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Gentleman  he  robbed 
in  very  harsh  Terms,  and  applied  to  him  some  of 
the  Imprecations  of  the  Hundred-and-Ninth  Psalm. 
At  the  Place  of  Execution  he  had  two  Men  with  him, 
who  were  muttering  something  or  other  in  his  Ear. 
He  had  a  little  Hebrew  Prayer-Book  in  his  Hand, 
and  read  in  it,  when  being  again  persuaded  to  for- 
give his  Prosecutor,  he  at  last  in  a  faint  Voice  an- 
swered, he  did.  He  then  submitted  to  his  Fate  at 
Tyburn^  on  the  20th  May,  1730,  being  about  twenty- 
two  Years  of  Age.  He  had  several  Relations  who 
were  worth  a  great  Deal  of  Money  in  England^  and 
they  took  care  of  his  Body. 


The  Z^  £?/■  Ebenezer  Ellison,  a  notorious  Irish 

Thief. 

|ITH  Respect  to  this  Malefactor  I  have 
nothing  to  acquaint  the  World  with,  but 
what  is  taken  from  his  own  Speech,  which 
was  printed  at  Dublin^  and  said  to  be  pub- 
lished there  by  his  own  Desire  for  the  common 
Good.     It  made  a  great  Noise  there  then,  and  may 
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perhaps  serve  to  entertain  you  now,  wherefore  I  pro- 
ceed to  give  it  you  in  his  own  Words. 

I  am  now  going  to  suffer  the  just  Punishment  oc 
my  Crimes,  prescribed  by  the  Law  of  God  and  my 
Country.  I  know  it  is  the  constant  Custom,  ths.: 
those  who  come  to  this  Place  should  have  Speeches 
made  for  them,  and  cried  about  in  their  own  Hear- 
ing, as  they  are  carried  to  Execution ;  and  truly  thej* 
are  such  Speeches,  that  although  our  Fraternity  be  an 
ignorant  illiterate  People,  they  would  make  a  Mar. 
ashamed  to  have  such  Nonsense  and  false  Engli:'-: 
charged  upon  him,  even  when  he  is  going  to  the 
Gallows.  They  contain  a  pretended  Account  of  our 
Birth  and  Family,  of  the  Facts  for  which  we  are  to 
die,  of  our  sincere  Repentance,  and  a  Declaration  of 
our  Religion.  I  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  same 
Treatment  with  my  Predecessors ;  however,  havinc 
had  an  Education  one  or  two  Degrees  better  than 
those  of  my  Rank  and  Profession,  I  have  been  con- 
sidering ever  since  my  commitment,  what  might  be 
proper  for  me  to  deliver  upon  this  Occasion. 

And  first,  I  cannot  say  from  the  Bottom  of  my 
Heart,  that  I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  Offence  I  have 
given  to  God  and  the  world ;  but  I  am  very  much 
so  for  the  bad  Success  of  my  Villanies,  in  bringing 
me  to  this  untimely  End :  for  it  is  plainly  evident 
that  after  having  some  Time  ago  obtained  a  Pardon 
from  the  Crown,  I  again  took  up  my  old  Trade,  my 
evil  Habits  were  iso  rooted  in  me,  and  I  was  grown  so 
unfit  for  any  other  kind  of  Employment,  and  there- 
fore, although  in  Compliance  with  my  Friends,  I  re- 
solve to  go  to  the  Gallows,  after  the  usual  Manner, 
kneeling  with  a  Book  in  my  Hand,  and  my  Eyes 
lifted  up,  yet  shall  I  feel  no  more  Devotion  in  my 
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Heart,  than  I  observed  in  some  of  my  Comrades, 
who  have  been  drunk  among  common  Whores  the 
very  Night  before  their  Execution.  I  can  say  further, 
from  my  own  Knowledge,  that  two  of  my  own  Fra- 
ternity, after  they  had  been  hanged  and  wonderfully 
came  to  Life,  and  made  their  Escapes,  as  it  some- 
times happens,  proved  afterwards  the  wickedest 
Rogues  I  ever  knew,  and  so  continued  until  they 
were  hanged  again  for  good  and  all ;  and  yet  they 
had  the  Impudence  at  both  Times  they  went  up  to 
the  Gallows  to  smite  their  Breasts,  and  lift  up  their 
Eyes  to  Heaven  all  the  Way. 

"  Secondly,  from  the  Knowledge  I  have  of  my  own 
wicked  Disposition,  and  that  of  my  Comrades,  I 
give  it  as  my  Opinion,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
unfortunate  to  the  Public  than  the  Mercy  of  Govern- 
ment in  even  pardoning  and  transporting  us,  unless 
we  betray  one  another,  as  we  never  fail  to  do  if  we 
are  sure  to  be  well  paid  ;  and  then  a  Pardon  may  do 
good,  by  the  same  Rule  that  it  is  better  to  have  but 
one  Fox  in  a  Farm  than  three  or  four ;  but  we  gene- 
rally make  a  Shift  to  return  after  being  transported, 
and  are  ten  times  greater  Rogues  than  before,  and 
much  more  cunning.  Besides,  I  know  it  by  Experi- 
ence, that  some  Hopes  we  have  of  finding  Mercy 
when  we  are  tried,  or  after  we  are  condemned,  is 
always  a  g^reat  Encouragement  to  us. 

"  Thirdly,  nothing  is  more  dangerous  to  idle  young 
Fellows,  than  the  Company  of  those  odious  common 
Whores  we  meet  with,  and  of  which  this  Town  is  fulK 
These  Wretches  put  us  upon  all  Mischief  to  feed 
their  Lust  and  Extravagance ;  they  are  ten  times  more 
bloody  and  cruel  than  Men ;  their  Advice  is  always 
not  to  spare  if  we  are  pursued  ;  they  get  drunk  with 
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us,  and  are  common  to  us  all ;  and  yet  if  they  can  get 
anything  by  it,  they  are  sure  to  be  our  Betrayers. 

"  Now,  as  I  am  a  dying  Man,  something  I  have 
done  which  may  be  of  good  Use  to  the  Public.  I 
have  left  with  an  honest  Man  (and  indeed  the  only 
honest  Man  I  ever  was  acquainted  with),  the  Names 
of  all  my  wicked  Brethren,  the  present  Places  of 
Abode,  with  a  short  Account  of  the  chief  Crimes 
they  have  committed,  in  many  of  which  I  have  been 
their  Accomplice,  and  heard  the  Rest  from  their  own 
Mouths.  I  have  likewise  set  down  the  Names  of 
those  we  call  our  Setters,  of  the  wicked  Houses  we 
frequent,  and  of  those  who  receive  and  buy  our  stolen 
Goods.  I  have  solemnly  charged  this  honest  Man, 
and  have  received  his  Promise  upon  Oath,  that  when- 
ever he  hears  of  any  to  be  tried  for  Robbing  or  House- 
breaking, he  will  look  into  his  List,  and  if  he  find'^ 
the  Name  there  of  the  Thief  concerned,  to  send  the 
whole  Paper  to  the  Government.  Of  this  I  here  give 
my  Companions  fair  and  public  Warning,  and  hope 
they  will  take  it. 

"In  the  Paper  above  mentioned,  which  I  left  with 
my  Friend,  I  have  also  set  down  the  Names  of  the 
several  Gentlemen  whom  we  have  robbed  in  Dublin 
Streets  for  three  Years  past.  I  have  told  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  those  Robberies,  and  shewn  plainh 
that  nothing  but  the  want  of  common  Courage  was 
the  Cause  of  their  Misfortunes.  I  have  therefore  de- 
sired my  Friend,  that  whenever  any  Gentleman 
happens  to  be  robbed  in  the  Streets,  he  will  get  a 
Relation  printed  and  published,  with  the^rst  Letters 
of  those  Gentlemen's  Names,  who  by  their  Want  of 
Bravery  are  likely  to  be  the  Cause  of  all  the  Mischief 
of  that  Kind,  which  may  happen  for  the  Future.     I 
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cannot  leave  the  World  without  a  short  Description 
of  the  Kind  of  Life  which  I  have  led  for  some  Years 
past,  and  which  is  exacdy  the  same  with  the  Rest 
of  our  wicked  Brethren. 

"  Although  we  are  generally  so  corrupted  from  our 
Childhood,  as  to  have  no  Sense  of  Goodness,  yet 
something  heavy  always  hangs  about  us.  I  know 
not  what  it  is,  that  we  are  never  easy  until  we  are 
half  drunk  among  our  Whores  and  Companions,  nor 
sleep  sound,  unless  we  drink  longer  dian  we  can 
stand.  If  we  go  abroad  in  the  Day,  a  wise  Man 
would  easily  find  us  to  be  Rogues  by  our  Faces,  we 
have  such  a  suspicious,  fearful,  and  constrained  Coun- 
tenance, often  turning  back,  and  sneaking  through 
narrow  Lanes  and  Alleys.  I  have  never  failed  of 
knowing  a  B rather- Thief  hy  his  Looks,  though  I 
never  saw  him  before.  Every  Man  amongst  us 
keeps  his  particular  Whore,  who  is  however  common 
to  us  all,  when  we  have  a  Mind  to  change.  When 
we  have  got  a  Booty,  if  it  be  Money,  we  divide  it 
equally  among  our  Companions,  and  soon  squander 
it  on  our  Vices  in  those  Houses  that  receive  us ;  for 
the  Master  and  Mistress  and  very  Tapster  go  Snacks, 
and  besides  make  us  pay  treble  Reckonings.  If  our 
Plunder  be  Plate,  Watches,  Rings,  Snuff-boxes,  and 
the  like,  we  have  Customers  in  all  Quarters  of  the 
Town  to  take  them  off.     I  have  seen  a  Tankard  sold, 

worth  fifteen  Pounds,  to  a  Fellow  in Street, 

for  twenty  Shillings,  and  a  Gold  Watch  for  thirty. 
I  have  set  down  his  Name»  and  that  of  several 
others  in  the  Paper  already  mentioned.  We  have 
Setters  watching  in  Comers,  and  by  Dead-walls,  to 
give  us  Notice  when  a  Gentleman  goes  by,  especially 
if  he  be  anything  in  Drink.     I  believe  in  my  Con- 
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science,  that  if  an  Account  were  made  of  a  thousand 
Pounds  in  stolen  Goods,  considering  the  low  Rates 
we  sell  them  at,  the  Bribes  we  must  give  for  Con- 
cealment, the  Extortions  of  Alehouse  Reckonings,  and 
other  necessary  Charges,  there  would  not  remain  fift)* 
Pounds  clear  to  be  divided  among  the  Robbers ;  and 
out  of  this  we  must  find  Clothes  for  our  Whores,  be- 
sides treating  them  from  Morning  till  Night,  who  in 
Requital  reward  us  with  nothing  but  Treachery  and 
the  Pox ;  for  when  our  Money  is  gone,  they  are  ever\' 
Moment  threatening  to  inform  against  us,  if  we  will 
not  get  out  to  look  for  more.  If  anything  in  this 
World  be  like  Hell,  as  I  have  heard  it  described  by 
our  Clergy,  the  truest  Picture  of  it  must  be  in  the 
Back-room  of  one  of  our  Alehouses  at  Midnight, 
where  a  Crew  of  Robbers  and  their  Whores  are  met 
together  after  a  Booty,  and  are  beginning  to  grow 
drunk.  From  that  Time  till  they  are  past  their  Senses, 
there  is  such  a  continued  horrible  Noise  of  Cursing, 
Blasphemy,  Lewdness,  Scurrility,  and  brutish  Beha- 
viour, such  Roaring  and  Confusion,  such  a  Clatter  of 
Mugs  and  Pots  at  each  others'  Heads,  that  Bedlam  in 
Comparison  is  a  sober  and  orderly  Place.  At  last 
they  all  tumble  from  their  Stools  and  Benches,  and 
sleep  away  the  Rest  of  the  Night ;  and  generally  the 
Landlord  or  his  Wife,  or  some  other  Whore  who 
has  a  stronger  Head  than  the  Rest,  picks  their 
Pockets  before  they  awake.  The  Misfortune  is,  that 
we  can  never  be  easy  until  we  are  drunk,  and  our 
Drunkenness  constantly  exposes  us  to  be  more 
easily  betrayed  and  taken. 

"This  is  a  short  Picture  of  the  Life  I  have 
led,  which  is  more  miserable  than  that  of  the  poorest 
Labourer  who  works  for  four-pence  a  Day ;  and  yet 
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Custom  IS  so  strong  that  I  am  confident,  if  I  could 
make  my  Escape  at  the  Foot  of  the  Gallows,  I 
should  be  following  the  same  Course  this  very  Even- 
ing ;  and  that  upon  the  whole,  we  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  common  Enemies  of  Mankind,  whose 
Interest  it  is  to  root  us  out  like  Worms,  and  other 
mischievous  Vermin,  against  which  no  Fair  play  is 
required.  If  I  have  done  Service  to  Men  in  what 
I  have  said,  I  shall  I  hope  have  done  Service  to 
God^  and  that  will  be  better  than  a  silly  Speech 
made  by  me  full  of  whining  and  canting,  which  I 
utterly  despise  and  have  never  been  used  to;  yet 
such  a  one  I  expect  to  have  my  Ears  tormented  with 
as  I  am  passing  along  the  Streets. 

"  Good  People,  Fare  ye  well ;  as  bad  as  I  am,  I 
leave  many  worse  behind  me.  I  hope  you  shall  see 
me  die  like  a  Man,  though  a  Death  contrary. 

E.  Er 


326  The  Life  of 


^^  nri/gQaaQ/yQflaQ/Stfaai3a/,>nnnfy.>QQa, 


^^^^^^^^.« 


The  Life  of  James  Dalton,  a  Thief 

[HE  Character  of  this  Criminal  is  already  so 
infamous,  and  his  Crimes  so  notorious,  that 
I  may  spare  myself  any  introductory  Ob- 
servation, such  as  I  have  made  use  of  as  to 
most  of  the  Rest,  with  Respect  to  his  Birth ;  he  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  the  Gallows  hereditary  to  his 
Family.     His  Father,  by  Birth  an  Irishman,  was  in 
the  late  Wars   in  Flanders  a  Serjeant,  but  coming 
over  here  was  indicted  and  hanged  for  a  Street  Rob- 
bery.    After  his  Death,  Daltons  Mother  married  a 
Butcher^  who  not  long  before  Daltotis  Death  was 
transported,  and  she  herself  for  a  like  Crime  shared 
in  the  same  Punishment     This  unhappy  young  Man 
himself  went  between  his  Father's  Legs  in  the  Cart, 
when  he  made  his  fatal  Exit  at  Tyburn.     It  has  in- 
deed remained  a  Doubt,  whether  Dalton  the  Father 
were  a  down-right  Thief  or  not ;  his  own  Friends  say 
that  he  was  only  a  Cheat,  and  one  of  the  most  dex- 
terous Sharpers  at  Cards  in  England.     It  seems  he 
fell  in  with  some  People  of  his  own  Profession,  who 
thought  he  got  their  Money  much  too  easily,  an*.! 
therefore  made  bold  to  fix  him  with  a  down  right 
Robbery.     As  for  James  Dalton  the  younger,   he 
from  his  Infancy  was  a  Thief,  and  deserved  the  Gal- 
lows almost  as  soon  as  he  wore  Breeches.     He  bcg^n 
his  Pranks  with  robbing  the  Maid  where  he  went  to 
School.     By  eleven  Years  old  he  got  himself  into 
the  Company  of  Fulsom  and  Field,  who  were  Evi- 
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dences  against  yonathan  Wild  and  Blueskin,  and  in 
their  Company  committed  Villanies  of  every  Denom- 
ination, such  as  picking  of  Pockets,  snatching  of  Hats 
and  Wigs,  breaking  open  Shops,  and  filching  Bundles 
at  Dusk  of  the  Evening.  AH  the  Money  they  got  by 
these  Practices  was  spent  among  the  common  Wo- 
men of  the  Town,  whose  Company  they  frequented. 
Then  the  Old-Bailey  and  Smithfield  Cloisters  became 
the  Place  of  their  Resort,  from  whence  they  carried 
away  Goods  to  a  considerable  Quantity,  sold  them 
at  under  Rates,  and  squandered  away  the  Money 
upon  Strumpets.  Towards  Smithfield^  and  the  nar- 
row Lanes  and  Alleys  about  it,  are  the  chief  Houses 
of  Entertainment  for  such  People,  where  they  are 
promiscuously  admitted,  Men  or  Women,  and  have 
Places  every  way  fitted  both  for  Concealing  and  En- 
tertainment The  Man  and  Woman  of  tfie  House 
frequentiy  take  Commodities  off  their  Hands  at  low 
Prices.  And  the  Women  who  frequent  these  Places 
soon  help  them  off  with  what  trifling  Sums  of  Money 
they  receive ;  for  though  they  are  utterly  void  of 
Education,  yet  Cunning  and  Flattery  are  so  perfectly 
practised  by  them,  that  these  bewitched  young  Rob- 
bers make  no  Scruple  of  venturing  Soul  and  Body  to 
acquire  wherewith  to  purchase  their  Favours,  which 
are  frequentiy  attended  with  Cirumstances  that 
would  send  them  rotten  to  their  Graves,  if  the  Gal- 
lows did  not  intercept  and  take  them  before  they  got 
half  way.  But  it  happened  that  Field  was  ap- 
prehended, and  immediately  made  an  Information 
against  his  Companions,  Dalton  and  Fulsom^  to  save 
himself,  whereupon  they  were  obliged  to  be  very  cau- 
tious, and  durst  venture  out  only  in  the  Night  It 
happened  that  in  Broad  St.  Giles  s  they  met  about 
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twelve  o'clock  at  N  ight  a  Captain  in  the  Foot-Guard& 
Dalton  commanded  the  Gendeman  to  surrender,  but 
Persons  of  his  Cloth  seldom  parting  with  their  Money 
so  peaceably,  there  happened  a  Skirmish,  in  which 
Fulsotn  knocked  him  down.  They  afterwards  rifled 
him,  taking  some  Silver  and  a  leaden  Shilling  out  of 
his  Pocket,  together  with  a  Pocket-book,  which  had 
some  Bank  Notes  in  it,  and  was  burnt  by  them  for 
fear  it  should  betray  them.  But  in  this  Fact  Dalton^ 
who  had  not  even  Honesty  enough  for  a  Thief, 
cheated  his  Companion  of  seven  Guineas  and  a 
Watch.  The  Woman  to  whom  they  sold  their  stolen 
Goods,  was  one  Hannah  Britton^  who,  upon  Lam- 
bert's being  committed  to  New-Prison,  was  named  in 
his  Information,  taken  up,  and  committed  to  Newgate. 
At  the  Sessions  after,  she  was  convicted  for  that  Of- 
fence, and  thereupon  whipped  from  Holborn-Bars 
to  Sl  Giles  s  Pound,  which  Proceeding  so  affrighted 
Dalton,  that  he  resolved  for  a  Time  to  retire  out  of 
London  ;  whereupon  he  and  one  of  his  Companions 
went  down  to  Bristol,  to  see  what  they  could  make 
at  the  Fair.  But  they  were  not  over  lucky  in  their 
Country  Expedition ;  for  they  were  apprehended  for 
breaking  a  Shop  open,  and  tried  at  the  Assizes  ;  but 
the  Witnesses  not  being  able  to  swear  directly  to 
their  Persons,  they  through  the  Defect  of  Evidence, 
were  acquitted.  As  soon  as  they  were  out  of  Prison. 
Dalton  returned  to  London  as  speedily  as  he  was  able, 
where  joining  himself  with  the  Remainder  of  the  old 
Gang,  they  shortly  after  his  arrival  broke  open  a  Toy- 
shop  near  Holborn-Bars,  and  carried  off  eight  hundred 
Pounds'  worth  of  Goods,  with  a  pretty  large  Sum  in 
ready  Money.  Of  the  Goods  they  did  not  make 
above  two  hundred-and-fifty  Pounds,  and  as  for  the 
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ready  Money,  which  was  about  twenty  Pounds,  they 
shared  it  amongst  them.  Dalton  about  that  Time 
frequenting  a  House  near  Golden-Lane,  found  Doxies 
enough  there  to  help  him  off  with  it,  and  reduce  him 
to  the  Necessity  of  making  another  large  Stride  on 
the  Way  to  Tyburn.  Not  long  after,  therefore,  he 
committed  a  Robbery  in  the  Road  to  Islington^  for 
which  he  was  taken  up.  He  brought  three  persons 
who  personated  a  Doctor^  Apothecary,  and  Surgeon^ 
at  his  Trial,  who  swore  that  at  the  Time  the  Robbery 
was  said  to  have  been  committed,  he  was  sick  and 
even  at  die  Point  of  Death,  upon  which  he  was  ac- 
quitted. But  this  was  a  narrow  Escape,  so  his  Li- 
berty was  of  no  long  Continuance,  for  his  Companion 
Fulsom,  being  apprehended  for  a  Felony,  to  save 
himself,  made  an  Information  against  his  Comrades, 
and  named  among  the  Rest  Dalton,  and  gave  so 
exact  an  Account  of  his  Haunts,  that  he  was  quickly 
after  apprehended,  and  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  con- 
victed and  ordered  for  Transportation.  At  Sea  a 
great  Storm  arising,  they  were  glad  to  call  up  such 
of  the  Criminals  as  they  thought  might  be  of  use  to- 
wards managing  the  Ship,  amongst  whom  was  J  antes 
Dalton,  who  no  sooner  was  upon  Deck  but  he  was 
contriving  to  make  the  Crew  mutiny  and  seize  the 
Ship.  In  a  very  litde  Time  he  brought  enough  of 
them  to  be  of  his  Mind  in  order  to  execute  their 
Intent,  and  accordingly  they  got  the  Fire-arms  and 
made  themselves  Masters  of  the  Ship,  and  obliged 
the  Men  to  navigate  her  to  a  little  Port  near  Cape 
Finistre  in  Spain,  where  they  robbed  the  Ship  of 
about  a  hundred  Pounds,  and  went  on  Shore  and 
travelled  by  Land  to  Vigo.  They  were  scarce  got 
thither  before   the   Ship  arrived,  and   the   Captain 


330  The  Life  of 

.  charged  them  with  the  Piracy  they  had  committed ; 
but  from  the  Lenity  of  the  Spanish  Government,  they 
quickly  got  released,  without  giving  the  Captain  any 
Satisfaction.  The  Governor  gave  them  a  Pass  when 
discharged  from  their  Confinement,  in  which,  after 
reciting  their  Names,  he  styled  them  English  Thiez^es, 
which  putting  them  in  no  small  Fright,  they  resolved 
to  prevent  its  doing  them  a  Mischief  by  committing 
it  to  the  Flames,  and  then  run  the  Hazard  of  travel- 
ling the  Country  without  one,  which  accordingly  they 
did,  until  they  joined  a  Dutch  Ship,  the  Master  of 
which  readily  gave  them  a  Passage  to  Amsterdam. 
Dalton  and  two  or  three  more  found  Means  to  get 
over  from  thence  again  into  England^  and  came  up  to 
London.  On  their  arrival  here  they  fell  to  robbing 
with  such  Fury,  that  the  Streets  were  hardly  safe 
when  the  Sun  was  set ;  but  Dalton  apprehended  that 
this  Trade  would  not  last  long,  and  resolved  to  make 
a  Country  Expedition,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  Way, 
and  thereupon  down  he  went  again  to  his  old  City  of 
Refuge,  Bristol  There  he  did  not  continue  long 
before  he  was  apprehended  for  breaking  open  a  Linen 
Drapers  Shop,  but  the  Burglary  not  being  clearly 
proved,  the  Jury  found  him  guilty  of  the  Felony  only, 
whereupon  he  was  once  more  transported  to  Virginia^ 
Long  he  did  not  continue  in  that  Plantation,  before 
growing  weary  of  Labour,  He  thought  fit  so  to 
threaten  his  Master,  that  he  was  glad  to  discharge 
him,  and  thought  himself  happy  of  getting  rid  of  such 
a  Servant ;  upon  which  Dalton  soon  found  out  one 
Whaleboney  sl  Fellow  of  a  like  Disposition  with  him- 
self, and  they  went  about  stealing  Boats  and  N'^oes^ 
running  away  with  them,  and  selling*  them  in  other 
Colonies.     At  last  Dalton  met  with  a  Ship  which 


James  Dalton,  a  Thief.  331 

carried  him  for  England.  By  the  Way  he  was 
pressed  on  Board  the  Hampshire  Man  of  War,  in 
which  he  was  a  Spectator  of  the  last  Siege  of  Gibral- 
tar. On  his  Return  he  received  his  Wages,  and  lived 
on  it  for  a  little  Time.  Then  he,  with  Benjamin 
Branch  and  William  Fields  took  to  snatching  of 
Pockets.  At  last  they  took  Christopher  Rawlings  into 
their  Society,  and  they  three  in  a  few  Months*  Time 
snatched  five  hundred  Pockets.  Amongst  the  Rest 
Dalton  cut  off  one  from  a  Woman's  Side  at  St  And- 
rews^ Holbomy  for  which  Branch,  being  in  Company, 
was  taken  and  executed,  although  Dalton  and  Raw- 
lings  did  all  they  could  to  have  the  Affair  made  up 
with  the  Prosecutor,  but  in  vain.  This  Trade  there- 
fore being  at  an  End,  he  and  his  Companion  Raw- 
lings  fell  next  to  robbing  Coaches  in  the  Streets,  and 
being  once  more  apprehended,  he  found  himself 
under  a  Necessity  of  making  an  Information  against 
his  Companions,  six  or  seven  of  which  were  executed 
upon  his  Evidence.  He  also  received  ten  Guineas 
to  swear  against  Nichols,  the  Peruke- mctker ;  but 
after  he  received  the  Money,  his  Conscience  checked 
him,  and  though  he  did  not  return  it,  yet  he  absolutely 
refused  to  give  any  Evidence  against  him.  But 
Neeves  who  had  been  taken  into  the  same  Plot,  went 
through  with  it,  and  as  has  been  said  before,  hanged 
him  for  a  fact  he  never  committed.  A  Multitude  of 
Wives  Dalton  married  during  his  Life,  and  many  of 
them  were  alive  at  the  Time  of  his  Decease,  four  of 
them  coming  at  once  to  see  him  in  Newgate  when 
under  his  last  Misfortune,  and  appearing  at  that 
Time  to  be  very  friendly  together.  He  had  not  been 
long  out  of  Newgate  before  he  fell  to  his  old  Practices, 
and  was  in  a  few  Sessions  after  apprehended,  and 
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fried  for  stopping  the  Coach  of  an  eminent  Physician 
with  an  intent  to  rob  it,  for  which  he  was  sentenced 
to  a  Fine  and  Imprisonment,  which  upon  insulting 
the  Court,  was  ordered  to  be  in  one  of  the  condemed 
Cells  in  Newgate.  But  he  did  not  remain  long  there, 
being  the  very  next  Sessions  brought  to  his  Trial, 
on  an  Indictment  for  Robbing  John  Waller  in  a  cer- 
tain  Field  or  open  Place  near  the  Highway,  putting 
him  in  Fear  of  his  Life,  and  taking  from  him  twenty- 
five  Handkerchiefs  value  at  four  Pounds,  five  Du- 
cats valued  at  forty-eight  Shillings,  two  Guineas,  a 
three-gilder  Piece,  a  French  Pistole,  and  five  Shil- 
lings in  Silver,  on  the  22nd  oi Novernder^  1729.  The 
Prosecutor,  a  Holland  Trader^  deposed,  that  the  Pri- 
soner met  with  him  as  he  was  drinking  at  the  Adam 
and  Eve  at  Pancras,  in  his  Return  from  Hampstead, 
where  he  had  sold  some  Goods,  and  received  a  littie 
Money ;  that  Dalton,  perceiving  it  grow  Dark,  desired 
to  walk  to  Town  with  him,  and  that  they  had  a  Link 
with  them,  which  Dalton  put  out  in  the  Fields,  and 
then  knocked  him  down,  beat  him,  and  abused  him, 
and  robbed  him  of  the  Things  mentioned  in  the 
Indictment;  and  that  he  threatened  to  blow  his 
Brains  out  if  he  made  any  Noise  or  called  for  Help. 
He  swore  also  to  a  Pistol  which  had  been  produced 
against  Dalton  on  a  former  Trial.  The  Prisoner  in 
his  Defence  insisted  peremptorily  upon  his  Innocence, 
charged  the  Prosecutor  with  being  a  common  Affida- 
vit-man, and  a  Fellow  of  as  bad  if  not  worse  Charac- 
ter than  himself.  However,  in  order  to  falsify  some 
Circumstances  which  he  had  deposed  against  him. 
Dalton  called  three  Witnesses,  John  North,  Edward 
Brumfield,  and  yohn  Mitchell,  who  were  all  Prisoners 
in  Newgate^  but  were  permitted  by  the  Court  to  come 
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down.  Some  of  them  contradicted  the  Prosecutor, 
as  to  a  GzHgkam  Waistcoat^  which  he  had  swore  Dal- 
torn  wore  in  Newgate.  They  swore  also  to  the  Prose- 
cutor s  visiting  Dalton  there,  and  owning  that  he 
never  damaged  him  a  Farthing  in  his  Life.  But  the 
jfury  on  the  whole  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received 
Sentence  of  Death. 

As  he  had  litde  Reason  to  hope  for  Pardon,  so  he 
never  deluded  himself  with  false  Expectations  about 
it,  but  applied  himself  as  diligendy  as  he  was  able 
to  repent  of  the  manifold  Sins  and  Offences  which 
he  had  conmiitted.  He  confessed  frankly  the  mani- 
fold Crimes  and  horrid  Enormities  in  which  he  had 
involved  himself;  he  seemed  to  be  very  sensible 
of  that  dreadful  State  into  which  his  own  Wicked- 
ness had  plunged  him.  He  behaved  himself  gravely 
w^hen  at  the  public  Prayers  at  the  Chapel,  and  ap* 
plied  himself  with  great  Diligence  to  prajang  and 
singing  of  Psalms  when  in  his  Cell ;  but  as  to  the 
particular  Crime  of  which  he  was  convicted,  that  he 
absolutely  denied  from  first  to  last,  with  the  strongest 
Asseverations  that  not  one  Word  of  all  the  Prosecu- 
tor's Evidence  was  true ;  and  indeed  there  has  since 
appeared  great  Likelihood  that  he  spoke  nothing  but 
Ae  Truth ;  for  this.  Waller  going  on  in  the  same 
Fact  after  the  E>eath  of  Dalton^  became  an  Evidence 
against  many  others,  sometimes  in  one  Country  by 
one  Name,  by-and-by  in  another  Country  by  another 
Name.  In  Cambridgeshire  particularly,  he  con- 
victed two  Men  for  a  Robbery  whose  Lives  were 
saved  by  Means  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  entertaining 
some  Suspicion  of  Wallers  Veracity;  but  as  Prac- 
tices of  this  sort,  though  they  may  continue  undis- 
covered for  some  Time,  rarely  escape  for  good  and 
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all,  so  Wallers  Fate  came  home  to  him  at  last.     A 
worthy  Magistrate  suspecting  the  Truth  of  an  In- 
formation  which   he  gave  before   him   by  another 
Name,  and  he  coming  afterwards  and  owning  his  true 
Name  to  be  Waller^  he  for  the  Purjury  contained 
in  the  said  Examination  was  apprehended,  and  com- 
mitted to  Newgate^  and  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  received   Sentence   for  this   Offence    to 
stand  in  the  Pillory  near  the  Seven-Dials^  when  he 
had  scarce  been  exalted  above  five  Minutes,  before 
the  Mob  knocked  him  on  the  Head,  for  which  Fact, 
Andrew  Dalton^  who  did  it  to  revenge  the  Death  of 
his  Brother,   the   Criminal   of  whom  we  are   now 
speaking,  together  with  one  Richard  Griffith^  who  at 
the  Time  I  am  now  writing,  are  under  Sentence  of 
Death.     But  to   return   to  James  Dalton,   he   con- 
tinued  to   behave  uniformly  and  penitently  all  the 
Time  he  lay  under  Conviction.     And  as  the  Friends 
and  Relations  of  Nichols  applied  themselves  to  him 
about  clearing    the    Innocence    of    their  deceased 
Friend,  he  said,  that  Neeves  himself  actually  com- 
milled  the  Fcuty   which  he  swore  upon   the  Person 
they  mentioned,  and  that  he  was  entirely  innocent  of 
whatever  was  laid  to  his  Cfiarge.     When  the  Bell- 
man came  to  repeat  the  Verses,  which  he  always 
does  the  Night  before  Malefactors  are  to  die,  DcUton 
illuminated  his  Cell  with  six  Candles.     In  his  Pas* 
sage  to  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  appeared  \tx\ 
cheerful.     When  he  arrived  there  he  desired  part  of 
The  humble  Suit  of  a  Sinner  to  be  sung,  and  having^ 
once  more  denied  in  the  most  Solemn  Manner  the 
Fact  for  which  he  was  to  suffer,  he  yielded  up  his 
Breath  at  Tyburn  the  12th  oi  May,  1730,  being  then 
somewhat  above  thirty  Years  of  Age. 
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The  Life  of  Hugh  Houghton,  alias  Awton,  alias 
Norton,  who  robbed  the  Bristol  Mail. 

iHIS  unfortunate  Person  was  the  Son  of 
honest  and  reputable  People  in  Lancaster^ 
who  gave  him  a  good  Education,  sufficient 
to  have  fitted  him  for  any  Trade  whatever. 
Afterwards  they  bound  him  Apprentice  to  a  Wine- 
Cooper^  with  whom  he  served  his  Time  carefully  and 
honestly,  and  appeared  in  his  Temper  and  Disposi- 
tion to  be  a  civil  good-natured  young  Man.  For 
some  Time  after  his  coming  out  of  his  Apprenticeship, 
he  followed  his  Trade  of  a  Wine-Cooper^  but  being 
pressed  on  board  a  Man-of-War,  during  the  French 
War  in  the  late  Queen's  Time,  he  behaved  himself 
so  well  on  board  that  he  acquired  the  good  Will  of  all 
his  Officers,  attained  to  the  Degree  of  a  Midshipman^ 
and  was  afterwards  Gunners-Mate^  receiving  also  a 
Tide  to  five  Pounds /^r  Annum  out  of  the  Pension 
Chest  at  Chatham.  After  this  he  came  to  London^ 
married,  and  was  a  Housekeeper,  and  for  his  better 
Support  got  himself  into  the  Horse-Guards^  where 
he  served  with  Reputation  until  some  small  Time 
l:)efore  his  Death,  when  some  Clothes  of  Value  being 
taken  away,  and  he  being  strongly  suspected  on  that 
Score,  was  dismissed  the  Service,  whereby  he  fell 
into  great  Difficulties  for  want  of  Money. 

It  seems  that  for  many  Months  before  his  Death  he 
frequented  the  House  of  one  Mr.  Mar  low,  and  was 


had 
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indebted  to  him  to  a  considerable  Sum  of  Money,  bat 
one  E)ay  came  and  discharged  it,  having  for  diat 
Purpose  changed  a  twenty-pound  Bank-Note  at  a 
Brewers  not  tar  distanL  But  the  Bristol  Mail  hap- 
pening about  that  Time  to  be  robbed,  and  the  Bank- 
Note  after  various  Circulations,  being  discovered  to 
be  one  of  those  taken  out  of  it,  Houghton  was  there- 
upon seized  and  committed,  being  at  uie  next  Sessions 
brought  to  his  Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  Fact, 
when  the  Course  of  the  Evidence  appeared  against 
him  as  follows  :  He  was  arraigned  on  an  Indictment 
for  stealing  from  Steplun  Crouches  on  the  King's 
Highway,  after  putting  him  in  Fear,  a  sorrel  Gelding 
valued  at  five  Pounds,  the  Property  of  Thomas 
Ostwick,  a  Mail  valued  at  four  Pounds,  and  fift)- 
Leather  B^s  valued  at  five  Pounds,  the  Property  of 
our  Sovereign  the  King,  on  the  first  of  March,  1730. 
Stephen  Crouc/us  deposed  that  on  the  Day  laid  in  the 
Indictment,  he  going  with  the  Bristol  and  Gloucester 
Mail,  being  near  Kuightsbridge,  a  Man  of  the 
Prisoner's  Size,  and  who  spoke  like  him,  came  out 
of  the  Gateway  and  bid  him  Stand,  that  he  laid  the 
Horse  to  the  farther  Side  of  a  Field,  commanded 
him  to  shew  him  the  Bristol  Bag,  which  he  took, 
and  went  off  with  the  Horse,  leaving  this  Evidence 
bound  with  his  Hands  behind  him,  and  threatening 
to  murder  him  in  case  he  made  the  least  Noise. 
Daniel  Burtofi  deposed,  that  the  Prisoner  Houghton 
hati  more  than  once  proposed  to  him  the  robbing  the 
Briilol  Mail,  and  upon  his  refusing  to  be  concerned 
it,  would  then  have  had  him  rob  their  Landlady, 
[rs.  Marlow,  for  which,  when  her  Husband  came  to 
iw.  he  was  turned  out  of  Doors.  The  next  Wit- 
is   tliat  was  called  was  Mr.  Marlow,  who  deposed 
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that  on  the  second  of  March,  the  Prisoner  Houghton 
paid  him  five  Pounds,  which  was  owing  to  him, 
having  changed  for  that  Purpose  a  Bank  Note  of 
twenty  Pounds  at  Mr.  Broadhead's  the  Brewer: 
then  the  note  itself  was  produced,  which  had  been 
afterwards  paid  by  Mr.  Broadmead  to  Mr.  Kifif. 
a  Factor,  and  by  him  to  Mr.  Dictorines  Man  in 
TfiameS'Streety  and  by  him  to  the  Servant  of  Messrs. 
Knight  and  ycLckson,  by  whom  it  was  brought  into 
Court,  an  Indorsement  being  upon  it  not  to  be  paid 
till  the  fifth  of  May.  But  Mr.  Mar  low  being  asked 
as  to  his  being  acquainted  by  Burton  with  the 
Prisoner's  Attempts  to  persuade  him  to  robbing  the 
Bristol  Mail,  and  afterwards  to  robbing  his  House, 
he  answered,  that  he  did  not  remember  he  had  ever 
been  told  such  a  thing,  but  that  he  did  indeed  know 
the  Prisoner,  together  with  one  Mason^  who  was  for 
scandalous  Practices  turned  out  of  the  Guards. 
William  Burligh,  deposed,  that  he  took  out  of  the 
Prisoner's  Pocket,  a  Pocket  Book  in  which  were 
several  Notes,  which  Pocket  Book  the  Prisoner  said, 
he  took  up  in  Covefit- Garden.  Mr.  Langley,  the 
Turnkey  of  Newgate,  deposed,  that  after  he  was 
committed  to  his  Custody,  he  searched  his  Pocket 
and  found  therein  three  Bank  Notes,  and  five  fifty 
pound  Notes  of  Mr.  Hoars,  which  he  gave  to  Mr. 
Arclur.  Mr.  Archer  deposed,  that  he  did  receive 
such  Notes,  which  were  so  taken  as  had  been  before 
sworn  by  Mr.  Latigley.  Some  other  Persons  were 
produced  who  swore  to  some  Slips  of  Leather  which 
were  found  in  Houghtotis  Lodgings,  and  which  were 
believed  to  be  cut  out  of  the  Bag  which  was  taken 
from  the  Bristol  Mail,  The  Prisoner  in  his  Defence, 
said,  he  believed  there  was  a  Trap  laid  for  him,  and 
exclaimed  against  Burton.  Two  Women  positively 
VOL.  n.  z 
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deposed,  that  Houghton  all  that  Night  was  not  out 
of  his  Lodgings.  But  the  Jury,  notwithstanding 
that,  gave  so  much  Credit  to  the  Evidence  offered 
for  the  King,  that  they  found  him  guilty. 

Under  Sentence  of  Death,  he  said,  that  he  had 
hitherto  lived  free  from  most  of  those  enormous 
Vices  into  which  Criminals  are  usually  plunged,  who 
come  to  his  unhappy  Fate.  He  said  that  through 
the  Course  of  his  Life  he  had  been  always  a  good 
Husband,  a  loving  Parent,  and  had  provided  carefully 
for  his  Family ;  that  he  had  served  the  Government 
twelve  Years  by  Land,  and  twelve  Years  by  Sea, 
and  in  all  that  Time  never  had  any  Reflection  upon 
him  until  the  unhappy  Accident  in  the  Gtiards^  which 
he  said  he  was  not  guilty  of,  and  had  been  since 
confessed  to  by  another  Man.  As  to  the  Fact  for 
which  he  was  to  die,  he  said,  that  the  same  Day  the 
Mail  was  robbed,  which  was  on  a  Sunday  Morning, 
he  at  six  or  seven  o'clock  at  Night  crossing  Covait- 
Garden,  found  a  Bundle  of  Papers,  which  he  took  up, 
and  perceived  them  to  be  a  Parcel  taken  out  of  the 
Bristol  Mail,  and  therefore  having  perused  them 
carefully,  and  taken  out  of  them  such  as  he  judged 
proper,  he  being  at  that  time  out  of  Business,  and  in 
great  Want,  he  then  put  up  the  Rest  of  them  in  a 
Sheet  of  Paper,  directed  them  to  the  Post-Master- 
General,  and  laid  them  down  in  the  Box  House  at 
Lincoln  S'lnn-Fields,  being  afraid  to  go  to  the  Office, 
because  a  great  Reward  was  offered  for  the  Robber, 
and  that  he  having  changed  a  twenty-pound  Bank 
Note,  paid  five  Pounds  of  it  away  to  his  Landlord 
Mr.  Mar  low.  He  reflected  also  very  severely  o;\ 
the  Evidence  given  against  him  by  Mr.  Burton. 
which  he  said  was  the  reverse  of  the  Truth,  Burtc: 
having  often  solicited  him  to  go  upon  the  Highwa\ , 
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as  the  shortest  Method  of  easing  his  Misfortunes  and 
bringing  them  both  Money.  As  he  persisted  in 
averring  the  Confession  he  made  to  be  the  Truth, 
it  was  objected  to  him,  that  it  was  a  Story,  the  most 
improbable  in  the  World,  that  when  a  Man  had 
hazarded  his  Life  to  rob  the  Bristol  Mail,  he  should 
then  throw  away  all  the  Booty,  and  leave  it  in  such 
a  Place  as  Covent-Garden^  for  any  Stranger  to  take  up 
as  he  came  by.  Yet  neither  this  nor  anything  else 
that  could  be  said  to  him,  had  so  much  Weight  as  to 
move  him  to  a  free  Confession  of  his  Guilt ;  but  on 
the  Contrary,  he  gave  greater  and  more  evident 
Signs  of  a  sullen,  morose  and  reserved  Disposition, 
spoke  litde,  desired  not  to  be  interrupted,  made 
general  Confessions  of  his  Sins,  pleased  himself  with 
high  Conceits  of  the  Divine  Mercy ^  and  endeavoured 
as  much  as  it  was  possible,  to  avoid  Conferences  with 
anybody;  and  especially  declined  speaking  of  the 
Offence  for  which  he  was  to  die.  When  he  first 
came  to  Newgate^  the  Keepers  had,  it  seems,  a  strong 
Apprehension  that  he  would  Attempt  something 
against  his  own  Life,  and  upon  this  Suspicion,  they 
were  very  careful  of  him,  and  enjoined  a  Barber  who 
shaved  him  in  Prison  to  be  so,  least  he  should  take 
that  Occasion  to  cut  his  Throat ;  yet  nothing  of  this 
happened  until  the  Day  of  his  Execution,  when  the 
Keepers  coming  to  him  in  the  Morning,  found  him 
praying  very  devoudy  in  his  Cell,  but  after  twenty 
Minutes,  going  thither,  they  perceived  that  he  had 
fastened  his  Sword  Belt  which  he  wore  always  about 
him  to  the  Bar  of  the  Window,  which  looked  out 
of  his  Cell,  to  the  End  of  which  he  tied  his  Handker- 
chief, and  having  then  adjusted  that  about  his  Neck, 
he  strangled  himself  with  it,  and  was  dead  when  the 
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Keepers  opened  the  Doors  to  look  in.  The  Ordimry 
makes  this  Remark  upon  his  Exit,  that  it  is  to  be 
feared  he  was  a  Hypocrite,  and  that  little  of  what  he 
said  can  be  believed*  For  my  part,  I  am  far  from 
taking  upon  me  either  to  enter  into  the  Breasts 
of  Men,  or  pretend  to  set  Bounds  to  the  Mercy  of 
God,  and  therefore  without  any  farther  Remarks 
shall  conclude  his  Life  with  informing  my  Readers 
that  at  the  Time  he  put  an  End  to  his  own  Being, 
he  was  about  forty-eight  Years  of  Age,  and  a  Man 
in  his  Person  and  Behaviour,  very  unlikely  to  have 
become  such  a  one  as  it  is  to  be  feared  (notwith- 
standing all  his  Denials)  he  really  was. 


The  Life  of  John  Doyle,  a  Highwayman. 

|HEN  once  Men  have  so  far  plunged  them- 
selves into  sensual  Pleasures,  as  to  lose  all 
Sense  of  any  other  Delight  than  what  arises 
from  the  Gratification  of  the  Senses,  it  is  no 
g^eat  Cause  of  Wonder,  if  they  addict  themselves  to 
illegal  Methods  of  gaining  wherewith  to  purchase 
such  Enjoyments,  since  the  Want  of  Virtue,  easily 
drew  on  the  Loss  of  all  other  Principles,  nor  can  it  be 
hoped  from  a  Man  who  has  delivered  himself  over  to 
the  Dominion  of  these  Vices,  that  he  should  stop 
short  at  the  lawful  means  of  obtaining  Money,  by 
which  alone  he  can  be  enabled  to  possess  them. 
No,  common  Women  are  usually  the  first  Bajie  ct 
those  unhappy  Persons  who  forfeit  their  Lives  to 
the  Law,  as  the  just  Punishment  of  their  Offence 
These  Women  I  say,  are  so   far   from   having"   tli 
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least  Concern,  whether  their  Paratnours  run  any  un- 
happy Courses    to  obtain  the   Sums   necessary  to 
supply  their  mutual  Extravagance,  that  on  the  Con- 
trary they  are  ever  ready  to  oblique  Hints  and  Insin- 
uations to  put  them  upon  such  dangerous  Exploits, 
which  as  diey  are  sure  to  reap  die  Fruits  of,  so  some- 
times when  they  grow  weary  of  them,  they  find  it 
an  easy  Method  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  at  die  same 
Time  put  Money  in  their  own  Pockets ;  yet  so  blind 
are   these  unhappy  Wretches,   that  although  such 
things  fall  out  yearly,  yet  they  are  never  to  be  warned, 
but  run  into  the  Snare  with  as  much  Readiness,  as  if 
tfaey  were  going  into  the  Possession  of  certain  and 
lasting  Happiness.     But  to  come  to  the  Adventures 
of  the  unhappy  Person  whose  Life  we  are  going 
to  relate,     yohn  Doyle  was   bom  in  the  Town  of 
Carraugh  in  Ireland^  and  of  very  honest  Parents^ 
who  gave  him  as  good  an  Education  as  could  be 
expected  in   that  Country.     He  was   instructed   in 
Writing  and  Accompts,  and  made  some  Progress  in 
JLaiim.     When  he  was  fit  for  a  Trade,  his  Friends 
agreed  to  put  him  out,  and  not  thinking  they  should 
find  a  Master  good  enough  for  him  in  a  Country 
Place,  they  sent  him  to  Dublin^  and  bound  him  to  a 
TallauhChandler  and  Soap-Boiler  in  St   T/iomass- 
street^  whom  he  faithfully  served  seven  Years,  his 
Master  giving  him  a  good  Character.     Being  out  of 
his  Time,  his  Master  prevailed  with  him  to  work  as 
a  Journeyman  with  him,   which  he   did  for  nine 
Months;  but  having  got  acquainted  by  that  Time 
with  some  of  the  Town  Ladies,  and  pretending  to  his 
Friends  that  he  vras  in  hopes  of  better  Business,  they 
remitted  him  fifty  Pounds  to  help  him  forward.     He 
lived  well  while  that  Money  lasted,  but  when  it  was 
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almost  spent,  he  knew  not  what  to  turn  himself  to, 
as  working  did  not  agree  with  him.  He  took  a 
Resolution  to  come  to  England,  and  on  the  19th  of 
April,  i7^5>  1^6  came  over  in  a  Packet- Boat  from 
Rings-End,  having  no  more  Money  left  than  three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  and  not  seeing  which  way  he 
could  get  a  further  Supply  (unless  he  went  to  work, 
which  he  could  not  endure),  he  resolved  to  rob  on  the 
Highway ;  and  to  fit  him  for  it,  he  bought  a  Pair  of 
Pistols  at  West-Chester,  which  cost  him  forty  Shillings. 
He  continued  in  that  City  till  the  Chesfer-Caach  was 
to  go  to  London.  At  four  Miles  distant  from  the 
Town  he  attacked  it,  and  robbed  four  Passengers 
that  were  in  it  of  fourteen  Pounds,  six  Shillings  and 
Nine-pence,  two  Silver  Watches,  and  a  Mourning- 
Ring,  which  was  the  first  Attempt  of  the  Kind  he 
made  in  his  Life  ;  then  he  went  off  a  Bye-way  undis- 
covered. 

Having  got  a  pretty  good  Booty,  he  travelled 
across  the  Country  to  Shrewsbury,  and  having  staid 
there  about  two  Days,  he  happened  to  meet  a  Man 
that  had  been  formerly  a  Collector  on  the  Road,  who 
had  a  Horse  to  sell.  He  bought  the  Horse  for  seven 
Guineas,  though  indeed  it  was  worth  twenty,  as  it 
proved  afterwards.  No  Man  soever  was  Master  of 
a  better-bred  Horse  for  the  Highway.  He  was  not 
willing  to  stay  long  at  Shrewsbury,  so  he  went  from 
thence,  and  going  along  the  Country,  met  two  Ladies 
in  a  small  Chaise,  with  only  one  Servant  and  a  Pair 
of  Horses.  He  robbed  them  of  a  Purse  with  twent>^- 
nine  half  Guineas,  nine  Shillings  in  Silver  and  two- 
pence in  Brass,  and  two  Gold  Watches.  The  Ser- 
vant who  rode  by  had  a  Case  of  Pistols,  which  he 
took  from  him,  and  then  made  off  undiscovered.     His 
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Horse  at  that  Time  was  much  better  acquainted  with 
cx>ming  up  to  a  Coach  Door  than  he  was.  Some 
Time  afterwards  he  passed  across  the  Country,  and 
came  to  Newbery  in  Berkshire^  where  he  remained 
Ibr  about  fourteen  Days,  during  which  Time  he  was 
reserved  and  kept  no  Company,  but  growing  weary 
he  departed  from  that  Place,  the  Morning  that  the 
Newbery  Coach  was  to  set  out  for  London  ;  and  when 
it  was  about  five  Miles  distant  from  the  Town  of 
Newbery^  he  came  up  to  the  Coach  Door,  and  making 
a  Ceremony  as  became  a  Man  of  Business,  demanded 
their  All,  which  they  readily  consented  to  deliver, 
proving  to  be  about  twenty-nine  Pounds  in  Money,  a 
Silver  Watch,  a  plain  Wedding-Ring,  a  Tortoise-shell 
Snuff-box,  and  a  very  good  Whip.  There  was  also  a 
FamUy-Ring  which  a  Gendeman  begged  hard  for, 
whereupon  by  his  Earnest  Application  he  received  it 
back,  assuring  the  Robber  he  would  never  appear 
against  him.  He  was  a  Man  of  Honour,  for  he  hap- 
pened to  meet  Doyle  some  Time  after  at  the  Rum- 
mer and  Horse-Shoe  in  Dmry-Lane^  where  he  treated 
him  handsomely,  and  shewed  him  the  Ring,  and 
withal,  declared  that  he  would  not  be  his  Enemy  on 
any  Account  whatsoever.  Doyle  being  at  this  Time 
a  young  banner,  thought  what  he  got  for  the  pre- 
ceding Time  to  be  very  well,  and  in  a  few  Days 
after  this  arrived  at  Windsor,  where  he  staid  one 
NigfaL  There  being  a  Gendeman's  Family  bound 
for  London^  that  lay  that  Night  at  the  Mermaid-Inn 
in  the  Town,  Doyle  changed  his  Lodging  and  removed 
to  the  /ifif,  and  staying  there  that  Night,  he  minded 
where  they  put  their  valuable  Baggage  up.  The 
next  Morning  he  paid  his  Reckoning  and  came  away, 
and  got  about  four  Miles  out  of  the  Town  before 
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them ;  then  coming  up  and  making  the  usual  Cere- 
mony, demanded  their  Money,  Watches,  and  Rings. 
The  Gentleman  in  the  Coach  pulled  out  a  Blundta-- 
buss,  but  Doyle  soon  quelled  him  by  clapping  a 
Pistol  to  his  Nose,  telling  him  if  he  stirred  hand  or 
Foot  he  was  a  dead  Man.  Then  he  made  bim  gi^'K 
him  his  Blunderbuss  first,  then  his  Money,  which 
was  fifty  Guineas,  fifteen  Shillings  in  Silver,  ^id  Five- 
pence  in  Brass,  a  Woman's  Gold  Watch  and  a  Pocket- 
book  in  which  was  sevisn  Bank  Notes,  which  the 
Gendeman  said  he  took  that  Day,  in  order  to  pay 
his  Servants'  Wages ;  after  which  D<^le  made  the 
best  of  his  Way  to  London,  and  got  into  faituS'Streei, 
.  Westminster,  where  he  drank  a  Pint  of  Wine  and  then 
crossed  over  to  Lambeth,  and  put  up  his  Horse  at 
die  Red- Lien- Inn,  and  staid  there  that  Night,  The 
next  Morning  he  came  to  the  Coach  and  Horses  in 
Old- Paiaee- Yard,  Westminster,  where  he  dined,  and 
about  seven  at  Night  departed  from  thence  and  went 
to  the  Phanix  Gaming  House  in  the  Haymarket,  to 
which  Place,  he  said,  he  believed  a  great  many  owe 
their  Ruin.  He  remained  some  Time  at  the  Ph^nix, 
and  seeing  them  Gaming  hard,  he  had  a  Mind  to 
have  a  Touch  at  it,  when  coming  into  the  Rin^  be 
took  the  Box  in  his  Turn,  and  in  about  thirty  M  inutes 
lost  thirty-seven  Pounds,  which  broke  him,  but  hav- 
ing some  Watches  about  him,  he  went  immediately 
to  the  T%ree-Bowls  in  Mariet-Lam,  St.  yameis  and 
pawned  a  Gold  Watch  for  sixteen  Guineas,  and  re- 
turning to  the/'A?»irwent  to  Gaming  a  second  Time, 
and  in  l^fss  than  an  Hour  recovered  his  Money  and 
forty-three  Pounds  more,  and  seeing  an  Acquaintance 
there  he  took  him  to  the  Cardigari s-Head  Tavern, 
Charing-Cross,  and  made  merry.     That  Night  he  lay 
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at  the  WhiU'Bear  in  Piccadilly^  and  staid  there,  until 
the  next  Evening,  after  which  having  paid  his  Reck- 
oning, he  went  to  Lambeth  to  his  Landlord  who  had 
his  Horse  in  his  Care,  and  remained  there  that  Night 
The  next  Morning  he  went  away,  having  discharged 
the  House. 

Having  then  a  pretty  Sum  of  Money  about  him, 
he  had  an  Inclination  to  see  the  County  of  Ketit^  and 
accordingly  went  that  Day  to  Greenwich^  and  put  up 
his  Horse  while  he  went  to  see  the  Hospital^  and 
having  baited  the  Horse,  parted  from  thence,  where 
going  over  BlaikJieath^  he  happened  to  meet  a 
Gentleman,  who  proved  to  be  Sir  Gregory  Page. 
Doyle  took  what  Money  he  had  about  him,  which 
\\*as  about  seventy  Guineas  in  a  green  Purse,  a 
Watch,  two  Gold  Seals  and  Eigh teen-pence  in  Silver. 
That  Night  he  rode  away  to  Maidstone^  and  from 
thence  to  Canterbury.  In  a  few  Days  he  returned  to 
London^  and  was  for  a  time  quiet,  even  for  about  six 
Months,  and  never  robbed  or  made  an  Attempt  to 
rob  any  Man,  but  kept  his  Horse  in  good  Order, 
and  commonly  went  of  an  Afternoon  to  Hampstead^ 
sometimes  to  Richmond^  or  to  Hackney  ;  in  short  he 
knew  die  Roads  about  London  in  less  dian  six 
Months^  as  well  as  any  Man  in  England.  His 
Money  banning  now  to  grow  short,  not  having 
tiuned  out  so  long,  and  the  keeping  his  Horse  on 
the  other  Hand  being  chargeable,  he  resolved  his 
Horse  should  pay  for  his  own  Keeping.  He  there- 
fore  turned  out  one  Evening  and  robbed  a  yew  of 
seventy-five  Pounds,  and  of  his  and  his  Lady's 
Watches,  a  Gold  Box,  and  some  Silver,  and  re- 
turned to  Town  undiscovered.  The  next  Day,  Doyle 
went  Brentford  Way,  and  coming  to  TurtUiam  Green 
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stayed  some  Time  at  the  Pack-Horse^  where  he  saw 
two  Quakers  on  Horseback.  He  rode  gently  after 
them  till  they  got  to  Hounslow-heatk  where  he  secured 
what  Money  they  had,  which  was  something  above 
a  Hundred  Pounds.  They  begged  hard  for  some 
Money  back,  when  he  gave  them  a  Guinea,  taking 
from  them  their  Spurs  and  Whips,  and  at  some 
Distance  threw  them  away.  Those  two  Men  as  he 
found  afterwards  by  the  Papers,  were  two  Meal- 
Factors,  that  were  going  to  High-Wycombe  Market, 
in  Buckinghamshire^  to  buy  either  Wheat  or  Flour. 

This   last  being  a  pretty  good  Booty,  he  had  a 
Mind  afterwards  to  go  to  Ireland,  and  accordingly  set 
out  for  his  Journey  thither,  without  making  the  leabt 
Attempt     He  took  Shipping  at  King's-Road  near 
Bristol,  on  board  a  small  Vessel  bound  to  Waierford. 
where  he  arrived  and  stayed  at  the  Eagle  three  Dajs, 
and  from  thence  went  directly    to  Dublin,      Doyl 
was  not  long  in  Dublin  before  he  came  acquainttv! 
with  his  Wife,  whom  he  courted  for  some  Time,  an  i 
was  extravagant  in  spending  his  Money  on  her ;  h' 
also  soon  got  acquainted  with  one  N.  B.,  a  Man  no\ 
alive,  and  they  turned  out  together.     None  were  al ' 
to  stand  against  them,  for  they  had  everything  tha: 
came  in  their  Way ;  and  in  plain  Terms,  there  w.> 
not  a  Man  that  carried  Money  about  him,  within  ei^:' 
Miles  of  Dublin,  if  they  met  him,  but  they  were  sir 
to  get  what  he  had.     Being  grown  so  wicked,  Dr 
was  at  length  taken  for  a  Robbery  and  committei!  '^ 
Newgate,  then  kept  by  one  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  us- 
him  barbarously,  insomuch  that  he  wished  himself  ^^ 
of  his  Hands.     Accordingly  he  got  his  Irons  off  ar 
broke  out  of  the  Gaol.     Hawkins  knowing  all  tl' 
Bums  in  Dublin,  sent  them  up  and  down  the  City  * 
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take  him,  but  to  no  Purpose ;  however,  they  rooted 
him  fairly  out  of  that  Neighbourhood.  Then  he  re- 
turned to  Waierford^  where  he  appointed  his  Wife 
and  Friend  should  meet  him,  which  they  did,  and  in 
about  four  Hours  after  he  came  there  he  found  them 
out,  and  there  being  a  Ship  bound  for  Bristol^  he 
sent  them  on  board,  agreed  with  the  Captain,  and 
went  himself  on  board  the  same  Night ;  when  they 
hoisted  their  Sails  and  got  down  to  Passage  near 
IVaterford;  but  the  Wind  proving  contrary,  they 
were  obliged  to  return,  and  then  concluded  it  was  de- 
termined for  Doyle  to  be  taken,  which  he  would 
have  been,  had  he  kept  on  board,  but  luckily  for  him 
he  got  on  Shore,  when  it  was  agreed  to  go  to  Cork^ 
where  they  met  with  an  honest  Cock  of  a  Landlord. 
Doyle  kept  himself  very  private,  making  the  poor 
Man  believe  that  his  Companion  and  he  were  two 
that  were  raising  Men  for  the  Chevalier^ s  Service, 
and  that  their  keeping  so  private  proceeded  from  a 
Fear  of  being  discovered.  The  poor  Man  had  then 
a  double  r^[ard  for  them,  he  being  a  Lover  in  his 

Heart  of .   Doyle  then  sent  his  Wife  to  see  for 

a  Ship,  and  Hawkins  having  pursued  him  from 
Dublin^  happened  to  see  her,  and  dogged  her  to  the 
Ship  where  she  went  on  board,  sending  Officers  to 
search,  for  he  was  sure  he  should  find  him  there,  but 
he  was  mistaken.  They  however  took  his  poor  Wife 
up  to  see  if  they  could  make  her  discover  where  he 
was,  and  ordered  a  strong  Guard  to  bring  her  to  Cork 
Gaol ;  a  Boat  was  provided  to  bring  her  on  Shore, 
but  she  telling  the  Men  some  plausible  Stories,  that 
her  Husband  was  not  the  Man  they  represented  him 
to  be,  one  of  the  Watermen  having  stripped  off  his 
Clothes  in  order  to  row,  and  there  being  a  great 
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many  honest  Fellows  in  the  Boat,  they  assisted  her 
in  putting  on  Waterman's  Clothes,  which  as  soon  as 
done,  she  fairly  got  away  from  them,  and  came  and 
acquainted  Doyle  that  Hawkins  was  in  Town,  and 
how  she  had  been  in  danger.  They  then  conchided 
on  leaving  Cork,  hired  Horses  that  Night,  and  came 
to  a  Place  called  Malow,  within  ten  Miles  of  Cork. 
The  next  Day  they  travelled  to  Limerick^  where 
Doyle  bought  a  Horse,  Bridle,  &c.,  and  went  to- 
wards Galloway,  and  in  all  his  Journey  round  about 
<^ot  but  two  Prizes,  which  did  not  amount  to  above 
fifteen  Pounds. 

Some  time  after,  his  Wife  was  transported,  which 
gave  him  a  great  deal  of  Concern,  and  he  could  not 
be  in  any  way  content  without  her ;  so  getting  some 
Money  together  he  went  to  Virginia,  and  havin^^ 
arrived  there  soon  met  with  her,  having  had  Intelli- 
gence where  to  inquire  for  her.  The  first  House  he 
came  into  was  one  William  Daltons,  who  had  some 
Days  before  bought  the  late  noted  y antes  Dalton, 
who  was  then  his  Servant,  whom  he  very  often  used 
to  send  along  with  Doyle  in  his  Boat  to  put  him  on 
board  a  Ship.  Then  he  thought  it  his  best  way  to 
buy  his  wife's  Liberty,  which  he  did,  paying  fifteen 
Pounds  for  it  He  had  then  a  considerable  Deal  of 
Money  about  him,  and  removed  from  that  Part  of 
the  Country  where  she  was  known,  and  went  to  New 
York.  Being  arrived  there  he  soon  got  acquainted 
with  some  of  his  Countrymen,  with  whom  he  had 
used  to  go  a  Hunting,  and  to  the  Horse  Races,  so 
he  spent  some  Time  in  seeing  the  Country.  He  by 
Chance  came  to  hear  of  a  Namesake  of  his,  that  lived 
in  an  Island  a  little  distance  from  New  York;  ard 
being  willing  to  see  any  of  his  Name,  he  sent  for  him, 
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and  he  according  to  Doyle  s  Request,  wrote  to  him 
that  he  would  come  the  next  Day,  which  he  did,  and 
proved  to  be  his  Unde.  The  old  Man  was  over- 
joyed to  see  DcyUf  and  carried  him  home  with  him, 
where  he  stayed  a  long  Time,  and  spent  a  great  deal 
of  Money.  His  Uncle  was  much  affronted  at  the 
ill  Treatment  of  the  Natives,  whom  Doyle  severely 
beat,  insomuch  that  the  whole  Place  was  afraid  of 
him,  and  all  intended  to  join  and  take  the  Law  of 
him.  Soon  after  he  deqarted  from  N^cw  Vork^  and 
went  to  Boston^  where  he  remained  some  Time,  and 
at  length  he  resolved  within  himself  to  setde  and 
work  at  his  Trade,  thinking  it  better  to  do  so  than  to 
spend  all  his  Money,  and  be  obliged  to  return  to 
England  or  Ireland^  without  a  Penny  in  his  PockeL 
He  did  so,  and  having  agreed  with  a  Master  he  went 
to  wtuk,  and  was  very  saving  and  frugal  He  re- 
mained with  that  Man  till  by  his  Wife  s  Industr\'  he 
had  got  about  two  hundr^  Pounds  in  English 
Money.  He  then  advised  his  Wife  to  go  ior  Ireland 
in  the  first  Ship  that  was  bound  that  Way,  laying  all 
her  Money  out  to  twenty  Pounds,  and  dipped  the 
Goods  which  he  had  bought  on  board  for  her  Ac- 
count.  She  then  went  for  Ireland^  and  Doyle  for 
England,  promising  to  go  over  to  her  as  soon  as  he 
could  get  some  Money,  for  he  had  then  an  Inclina- 
tion to  leave  off"  his  old  Trade  of  Collecting. 

Being  arrived  at  London  he  met  with  a  certain 
Person,  with  whom  he  joined,  and  as  he  himself  terms 
it  never  had  Man  a  braz*er  Companion ;  for  let  him 
push  at  what  he  would,  his  new  Companion  never 
ninched  one  Inch.  They  turned  out  about  London 
:>r  some  Time,  and  got  a  great  Deal  of  Money;  for 
n :  thing  hardly  missed  them.    They  used  a  long  Time 
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the  Roads  about  Haunslaw^  HampsUad^  and  Places 
adjacent,  till  the  Papers  bqg[an  to  describe  dion,  oc 
which  they  went  into  Essex^  and  robbed  seveial 
Graziers^  Farmers^  and  others.  Then  they  went  tf- 
Bishop-Stortfard  in  Hertfordshire^  where  they  robber: 
one  Man  in  particular,  who  had  his  Money  twd  up 
under  his  Arm  in  a  great  Purse.  Doyle  says^  tfca: 
he  had  some  Intelligence  from  a  Friend  that  the  3^Ia£ 
had  Money  about  him.  He  made  him  strip  in  Bufi 
and  then  found  out  where  he  had  lodged  it,  and  Idoc 
it ;  but  he  did  not  use  him  ill,  for  he  says  it  was  tbt 
Man's  Bu^ess  to  conceal  it,  as  much  as  his  to  dis- 
cover it  Doyle  and  his  Partner  hearing  of  a  certaic 
Fair,  which  was  to  be  in  a  few  Days  after,  tfaey  re- 
solved to  go  to  it,  and  coming  there  took  Notice  who 
took  most  Money.  In  the  Evening  they  took  tbeir 
Horses,  and  about  three  MHes  distant  from  the 
there  was  a  Green,  over  which  the  People 
obliged  to  come  from  the  Fair.  There  came  a  gnear 
many  Graziers  and  Farmers^  whom  they  robbed  ot 
upwards  of  Eight  Hundred  Pounds.  At  diis  Time 
Doyle  had  in  Money  and  valuable  Things,  such  as 
Diamonds,  Rings,  and  Watches,  to  the  amount  <£ 
about  sixteen  Hundred  Pounds.  His  Partner  had 
also  a  great  Deal  of  Money,  but  not  so  mudi  as 
Doyle^  by  Reason  he  (Doyle)  had  got  some  very 
often  which  he  had  no  right  to  have  a  Share  oC 
Doyle  went  again  for  Ireland^  and  carried  all  his 
Money  with  him;  and  having  a  great  many  poor 
Relations,  distributed  part  of  it  amongst  them ;  some 
he  lent,  which  he  could  never  get  again,  and 


Money  soon  grew  short,  having  frequented  Horse- 
Races^  and  all  public  Places.  However,  before  all 
was  spent  he  returned  to  Eng^nd^  and  followed  his 
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old  Course  <^  Life.  He  happened  to  get  into  several 
Broils,  which  with  a  litde  Money  and  a  few  Friends 
he  got  over.  In  a  short  Space  <^  Time  he  became 
acquainted  with  BemjamiH  IVildman ;  they  two,  with 
another  Person  concerned  with  them,  committed 
several  Robberies.  At  length  they  were  discovered, 
apprehended,  and  committed  to  Newgate.  lVtId$man 
it  seems  had  an  Itching  to  become  an  Evidence, 
against  DayU  and  IV.  G.^  but  DqyU  made  himself 
an  Evidence^  being  really,  as  he  said,  for  hb  own 
Preservation  and  not  for  the  sake  of  any  Reward. 

Doyle  s  Wife  being  a  second  transported^  he  went 
with  her  in  the  same  Ship,  and  having  arrived 
in  I  'irgimioy  stayed  there  some  Time,  until  she  began 
to  grow  weary  of  the  Place.  But  as  he  was  alwa>'s 
too  indulgent  to  her,  he  bought  her  her  Liberty,  and 
shipped  her  and  himself  on  board  the  first  Ship  that 
came  for  Engiandy  when  in  seven  Weeks'  Time  they 
arrived  in  the  Dawns.  Soon  after  they  came  up  to 
London^  but  were  not  long  in  Town,  before  his  Wife 
was  taken  up  for  returning  from  Transportation,  and 
committed  to  Newgate^  where  she  remained  till  the 
Sessions  following,  and  being  brought  to  Trial, 
pleaded  guilty.  When  they  came  to  pass  Sentence 
upon  her,  she  produced  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Pardon,  and  was  admitted  to  Bail  to  plead  the  same, 
and  diereupon  discharged.  Doyle  in  a  short  Time 
after  went  to  the  West  of  England^  where  he  staid 
some  Time,  following  his  old  way  of  Life ;  and  as- 
sociating himself  with  a  certain  Companion,  got  a 
considerable  Sum  of  Money,  and  came  to  Marlbo- 
romgk.  Having  continued  some  Time  in  that  Neigh- 
bouriiood,  they  usually  kept  the  Markets,  where  they 
commonly  cleared  five  Pounds  a  Day.     Going  from 
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Marlborough  they  came  to  Hungerford,  and  put  up 
their  Horses  at  the  George-Inn^  and  having  ordered 
something  for  Dinner,  saw  some  Graziers  on  the 
Road ;  but  one  of  them  being  an  old  Sportsman,  and 
a  Brother  Tradesman  of  Doyle  s  formerly,  knew  the 
said  Doyle  immediately  by  the  Description  given  of 
him,  and  very  honestly  came  to  him  and  told  him 
that  he  had  a  Charge  of  Money  about  him,  and  withal 
begged  that  he  would  not  hurt  him,  since  he  had 
made  so  ingenuous  a  Confession,  desiring  Doyle  to 
make  the  best  of  his  Way  to  another  Part  of  the 
Country,  telling  him  at  the  same  Time  where  he 
lived  in  London,  and  that  if  he  should  act  honourably 
by  him,  he  would  put  a  thousand  Pounds  in  his 
Pocket  in  a  Month  s  Time.  According  to  the  Gra- 
ziers Directions,  Doyle  and  his  Companion  departed ; 
but  having  met  (as  Doyle  phrases  it)  with  a  running 
C/tase  in  the  Cross-way  which  they  had  taken  for 
Safety,  they  were  obliged  to  return  into  the  main 
Road  again,  and  by  Accident  put  up  at  the  same  Inn 
where  the  Graziers  and  his  Companions  were  that 
Evening.  The  Grazier,  as  soon  as  he  saw  DoyU, 
came  in  and  drank  a  Bottle  with  him,  and  then  re- 
tired to  his  Companions,  without  taking  any  manner 
of  Notice  of  him. 

As  they  came  for  London,  they  took  every  Thing 
that  came  into  their  Net,  and  in  three  Days*  Time 
Doyle  paid  his  Brother  Sportsman  (the  Grazier)  a 
Visit,  who  received  him  very  handsomely,  and  ap- 
pointed to  meet  him  the  next  Market  Day  at  the 
Greyhound  in  Smithfield,  in  order  to  make  good  part 
of  his  promise  to  him.  Doyle  and  his  Companion 
went  to  him,  put  up  their  Horses  at  the  same  Inn. 
and  passed  for  Country  Farmers.     This  Grazier,  who 
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fbrmeriy  had  been  one  of  the  same  Profession,  beingr 
now  grown  honest,  and  bred  a  Butcher^  was  then 
turned  Salesman  in  Smithfieldy  and  sold  Catde  for 
Country  Graziers^  and  sent  them  their  Money  back 
by  their  Servants  who  had  brought  the  Catde  to 
Town,  Having  drank  a  Glass  of  Wine  together, 
they  began  to  talk  about  Business ;  and  the  Grazier 
being  obliged  to  go  into  the  Market  to  sell  some  Beast, 
desired  Doyle  and  his  Companion  to  stay  there  till 
he  returned,  WTien  he  came  he  gave  them  some 
little  Instructions  how  they  should  proceed  in  an 
Affair  he  had  then  in  View  to  serve  them  in,  and 
having  taken  his  Advice,  they  rode  out  of  Town,  and 
it  being  a  West-Cauutry-Fair^  they  rode  Turnham- 
Green  way.  They  had  not  Time  to  drink  a  Pint  of 
Wine  before  the  West-Country -Chapman  came  jog- 
ging along.  They  took  two  hundred  and  forty 
Pounds  from  him,  making  (as  Doyle  terms  it)  a  much 
quicker  Baigain  with  him  than  he  had  done  with  the 
Butcher  at  Smithfield,  The  Chapman  begged  hard 
for  some  Money  to  carr)'  him  home  to  his  Family, 
and  after  they  had  given  him  two  Guineas,  he  said 
to  them  that  he  had  often  travelled  that  Road  with 
five  hundred  Pounds  about  him,  and  never  been 
stopped ;  to  which  Doyle  replied,  that  half  the  High- 
vrajTnen  who  frequented  that  Road  were  but  mere 
Olk'll^omeny  otherwise  he  would  never  have  had  that 
to  brag  of,  and  then  parted.  Doyle  sa)'s,  that  the 
honest  Man  at  Smith  field  had  Poundage  of  him  as 
well  as  from  the  Grazier,  so  that  he  acted  in  a  double 
C*^)acit>%  That  Night  they  came  to  London,  and 
having  put  up  their  Horses,  put  on  other  Clothes  and 
went  to  Smithfield,  where  not  finding  the  Butcher  at 
home,  they  wrote  a  Note,  and  left  it,  and  appointed 
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to  meet  him  at  the  Horn  Tavern  in  Fleet-street^  where 
they  had  not  stayed  long  before  he  came.  After 
taking  a  cheerful  Glass  they  talked  the  Story  over, 
and  out  of  the  Booty  Doyle  igave  him  fifty  Guineas, 
after  which  the  Butcher  promised  to  be  his  Friend 
upon  a  better  Affair.  After  paying  the  Reckoning 
they  parted,  and  appointed  to  meet  the  next  Maricet 
Day  at  Smithfeld. 

They  met  at  the  Time  appointed,  and  having  drank 
a  Morning  Glass,  stepped  into  the  Market  and  stayed 
some  Time;  their  Brother  Sportsman  being  very  busy 
made  an  Excuse  to  Doyle  and  his  Companion,  tellin^^ 
them  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  in  their  Way  till 
the  Evening,  desiring  them  to  be  patient  They 
remained  in  and  about  Smithfield  till  then  ;  and  the 
Market  being  entirely  over,  dieir  Friend  came  up  to 
the  Place  appointed,  and  shewed  them  a  Man  on 
Horseback  to  whom  he  had  just  paid  'fifty  Pounds. 
Doyle  and  his  Companion  immediately  called  for  their 
Horses,  took  leave  of  their  Friend,  and  kept  in  Sight 
of  the  Countryman  till  he  was  out  of  Town,  and  when 
he  was  got  near  the  Adam  and  Eve  at  Kensington 
they  came  up  to  him,  and  made  a  Ceremony  as  became 
Men  of  their  Profession.  He  was  very  unwilling  to 
part  from  his  Money,  making  an  Attempt  to  ride 
away,  but  they  soon  overtook  him,  and  after  some 
Dispute  took  every  Penny  that  he  had  received  in 
Smithfield;  and  for  his  resisting  gave  him  back  only 
a  Crown  to  bear  his  Charges  home.  Doyle  in  his 
Memoirs  makes  this  Observation,  that  they  always 
robbed  between  Sun  and  Sun,  that  the  Persons 
robbed  might  make  the  Country  pay  them  that  Money 
back,  if  they  thought  fit  to  sue  them  for  it  Next 
Morning  Doyle  and   his   Companion   came   to   the 
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Place  appointed,  and  not  meeting  with  their  Brother 
Sportsman,  sent  for  him,  where  they  drank  together 
and  talked  (as  usually)  about  Business,  paying  him 
Poundage  out  of  what  Money  they  had  collected  on 
his  Information ;  for  they  usually  dealt  with  him  as  a 
Custom-house  Officer  does  by  an  Informer;  after 
which  they  parted  for  that  Time,  and  did  not  meet 
till  a  Month  after.  Afterwards  they  went  up  and 
down  Hertfordshire,  but  got  scarce  Money  enough 
to  bear  their  Expenses;  though  where  there  were 
small  Gettings  they  were  more  frugal;  for  Doyle 
observes  that  if  the  Country  did  not  bear  their  Ex- 
penses wherever  he  travelled,  he  thought  it  very  hard, 
and  that  if  he  failed  of  Gaming  one  Day,  he  com- 
monly got  as  much  the  next  as  he  could  well  destroy. 
Hitherto  we  have  kept  very  dose  to  those 
Memoirs  which  Mr.  Doyle  left  behind  him,  which  I 
did  with  this  View,  that  my  Readers  might  have 
some  Idea  of  what  these  People  think  of  themselves. 
I  shall  now  bring  you  to  the  Conclusion  of  his  Story, 
by  informing  you,  that  finding  himself  beset  at  the 
several  Lodgings  which  he  kept  by  way  of  Precaution, 
he  for  some  Days  behaved  himself  with  much  Circum- 
spection, but  happening  to  forget  his  Pistols,  he  was 
seized  coming  out  of  an  Inn  in  Drury-Lant^  and 
though  he  made  as  much  Resistance  as  he  was  able, 
yet  they  forced  him  into  a  Coach  and  conveyed  him 
to  Newgate.  It  is  hard  to  say,  what  Expectations 
he  entertained  after  he  was  once  apprehended ;  but 
he  had  strong  hopes  of  Life,  notwithstanding  his 
pleading  guilty  at  his  Trial,  for  he  dissembled  till 
the  Time  of  the  coming  down  of  the  Death-Warrant, 
and  then  declared  he  was  a  Rofnan-Catliolic,  and 
not  a  Member  of  the   Church  of  England,   as   he 
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had  hitherto  pretended.     He  seemed  to  be  a  toler- 
able good-natured  Man,  but  excessively  vicious,  at 
the  same  Time  that  he  was  extravagantly  fond  of  the 
Woman  he  called  his  Wife.     He  took  no  little  Plea- 
sure in  the  Relations  of  the  Adventures  which  had 
happened  to  him  in  his  Exploits  on  the  Highway, 
and  expressed  himself  with  much  seeming  Satisfaction 
because,  as   he   said,  he   had    never   been   guilty  of 
beating  or  using  Passengers  ill,  much  less  of  wound- 
ing or  attempting    to    murder    them.     In   general 
Terms,  he  pretended  to  much  Penitence,  but  whether 
it  was  that  he  could  not  get  over  the  natural    Vi- 
vacity of  his  own  Temper,  or  that  the  Principles 
of  the  Church  oi  Rome,  as  is  too  common  a  Case, 
proved  a  strong  Opiate  in  his  Conscience,  Doyle  did 
not  seem  to  have  any  true  Contrition  for  his  great 
and  manifold  Offences ;  on  the  Contrary  he  appeared 
with  some  Levity  even  when  on  the  very  Point  of 
Death.     He  went  to  Execution  in  a  mourning  Coach. 
All  the  Way  he  read  with  much  seeming  Attention 
a  little  Popish  Mammal,  which  had  been  given  him 
by  one  of  his  Friends.     At  the  Tree  he  spoke  a 
litde  to  the  People,  told  them  that  his  Wife  had  been 
a  very  good  Wife  to  him,  let  her  Character  in  other 
Respects  be  what  it  would ;  then  he  declared  he  had 
left  behind  him  Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Conduct,  to 
which  he  had  nothing  to  add  there,  and  from  which  I 
have  taken  verbatim  a  great  Part  of  what  I  have  re- 
lated ;  and  then  having  nothing  more  to  offer  to  the 
World,  he  submitted  to  Death  on  the  First  of  yum\ 
1730,  but   in  what  Year  of  his  Age  I  cannot  say. 
However  before  I  make  an  End  of  what  relates  to 
Mr.  Doyle,  it  would  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  Public 
that  the  Vanity  of  his  Wife  extended  so  far  as  t<^ 
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make  a  pompous  Funeral  for  him  at  St  Sepulchres 
Church,  whereat  she  as  chief  Mourner  assisted,  and 
was  led  by  a  Gentleman  whom  the  World  suspected 
to  be  of  her  Husband's  Employment 
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HAVE  more  than  once  remarked  in  the 
Course  of  these  Memoirs,  that  of  all  Crimes, 
Cruelty  makes  Men  the  most  generally 
hated,  and  that  from  this  reasonable  Cause, 
that  they  seem  to  have  taken  up  an  Aversion  to 
their  own  Kind.  This  was  remarkably  the  Case  of 
the  unhappy  Man  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking. 
He  was  it  seems  the  Son  of  honest  and  industrious 
Parents,  his  Father  being  a  Gardetier  at  Kefisington^ 
from  whom  he  received  as  good  an  Education  as  it 
was  in  his  Power  to  give  him,  and  was  treated  with 
all  the  Indulgence  which  could  be  expected  from  a 
tender  Parent.  It  seems  ^fter  five  Years'  Stay  at 
School,  he  was  qualified  for  any  Business  whatsoever ; 
so  after  consulting  his  own  Inclinations  he  was  put 
out  Apprentice  to  a  Coach-maker  in  Long-Acre^ 
where  he  had  not  stayed  long  but  he  found  all  Work 
disagreeable  to  him,  and  therefore  resolved  to  begone, 
let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  would.  When  this 
Resolve  was  once  taken,  it  was  but  a  short  Time 
before  it  was  put  into  Execution.  Living  now  at 
large,  and  not  knowing  how  to  gain  Money  enough 
to  support  himself,  and  being  in  great  Straits,  he 
complied  with  the  Solicitations  of  some  Hackney- 
Coachmen^  who  advised  him  to  learn  their  Trade. 
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They  took  some  Pains  to  instruct  him,  employed  him 
often,  and  in  about  six  Months'  Time,  he  became 
perfect  Master  of  his  Business,  and  drove  for  Mr. 
Blunt  in  Piccadilly.  His  behaviour  here  was  so 
honest  that  Mr.  Blunt  gave  him  a  good  Character, 
and  he  thereby  obtained  the  Place  of  a  Gentleman  s 
Coachman.  In  a  short  Time  he  saved  Money,  and 
began  to  have  some  Relish  for  a  honest  Life,  and 
continued  industriously  to  hoard  up  what  he  received 
either  in  Wages  or  Vales,  and  at  last  had  by  these 
Methods  drawn  together  a  very  considerable  Sum 
of  Money.  Then  it  came  into  his  Head  to  settle 
himself  in  an  honest  Way  of  Life,  in  which  Design 
his  Father  gave  him  all  the  Encouragement  in  his 
Power,  telling  him,  in  order  to  do  it,  to  marry  an 
honest  virtuous  Woman ;  whereupon,  with  the  Ad- 
vice and  Consent  of  his  Friends,  he  married  a  young 
Woman  from  Kentish-  Town  of  a  reputable  Family, 
and  who  as  to  Fortune  brought  him  a  pretty  little 
Addition  to  his  own  Savings,  so  that  altogether  he 
had  according  to  his  own  Account,  a  very  pretty 
Competence  wherewith  to  begin  the  World.  For 
some  Time  after  his  Marriage  he  indulged  himself 
in  living  without  Employment,  but  finding  such  a 
Course  wasted  his  little  Stock  very  fast,  he  began  to 
apply  his  Thoughts  to  the  Consideration  of  what 
Course  was  the  most  likely  in  which  to  get  his  Bread. 
After  beating  his  Brains  for  some  litde  Time  on  this 
Subject,  he  at  last  resolved  on  keeping  a  Public- 
house,  which  agreeing  very  well  with  his  Fathers 
and  his  Relations  Notions,  he  thereupon  imme- 
diately took  the  Kings-Arms  in  Red-Lion-street^ 
where  for  some  time  he  continued  to  have  very  good 
Business.     In  all  he  remained  there  about  five  Years, 
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and  might  in  that  Time  have  got  a  very  pretty  Sum 
of  Money,  if  he  had  not  been  so  unhappy  as  to  grow 
proud  as  soon  as  he  had  anything  in  his  Pocket     It 
was  not  long  therefore  before  he  gave  way  to  his  own 
roving  Disposition,  going  over  to  Irelattd,  where  he 
remained  for  a  considerable  Space,  living  by  his  Wits, 
as  he  expresses   it,  or  in   the  Language  of  honest 
People,  by  defrauding  others.       But  Irelatid  is  a 
country  where  such   Sort  of  People  are   not  likely 
to  find   Support  long.      Money  is  far  from   being 
plentiful,  and  though  the  common  People  are  cre- 
dulous  in   their   Nature,    yet    Tradesmen    and    the 
Folks  of  middling  Ranks  are  as  suspicious  as  any 
Nation  in  the  World.     The  County  of  IVesttneath 
was  the  Place  where  he  had  fixed  his  Residence  for 
the  greatest  Part  of  the  Time  he  continued  in  the 
Island,  but  at  last  it  grew  too  hot  for  him  ;  the  Inhabi- 
tants became  sensible  of  his  Way  of  Living,  and  gave 
him  such  Disturbance  that  he  found  himself  under 
an  indispensible  Necessity  of  quitting  that  Place  as 
soon  as  possible.     And  so  having  picked  up  as  much 
Money  as  would  pay  for  his  Passage,  he  came  over 
again  into  England,  out  of  Humour  with  Rambling, 
while  he  felt  the  U  neasiness  it  had  brought  upon  him, 
but  ready  to  take  it  up  again  as  soon  as  ever  his  Cir- 
cumstances were  made  a  little  easy,  which  in  his 
present  Condition  was  not  likely  to  happen  in  haste. 
His  Friends  received  him  coldly;  his  Parents  had  it 
not  in  their  Power  to  do  more  for  him :  in  a  Word, 
the  Countenance  of  the  World  frowned  upon  him, 
and  everybody  treated  him  with  that  Disdain  and 
Contempt  which    his  foolish    Behaviour  deserved ; 
however,  this,  instead  of  reclaiming  him,  forced  him 
upon  worse  Courses.     His  Wife  either  died  in  his 
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Absence,  or  was  dead  before  he  went  abroad,  and  soon 
after  his  Return  he  contracted  an  Acquaintance  with 
a  Woman,  who  was  at  that  Time  Cook  in  the  Family 
of  a  certain  Bishop.     He  courted  her,  and  in  a  short 
Time  after  married.     She  brought  him  not  only  some 
ready  Money,  but  also  Goods  to  a  pretty  large  Value, 
Young  \^€\xi^  not  a  Bit  mended  by  his  Misfortunes, 
squandered  away  the  first  in  a  very  short  Time,  and 
turned  the  last  into  ready  Money.     However  these 
Supplies   were   of  no   long  Continuance,   and   with 
much  Importunity,  his  Friends,  in  order  (if  it  were 
possible)  to  keep  him  honest,  got  him  in  a  small  Place 
in  the  Revemie,  and  he  was  put  in  as  one  of  the  Officers 
to  survey  Candles.     In  this  Post  he  continued    for 
about  a  Twelvemonth,   and  then  relapsed  into  his 
former  idle  and  profligate  Courses.     He  was  quickly 
suspected,    and   thereby   put   to   his    Shifts    again, 
though  his  Wife  at  that  Time  was  in  Place,    and 
helped   him   frequently  to  Money.      This  it  seems 
was  too  servile  a  Course  for  a  Man  of  Mr.  Young  s 
Spirit   to   take,  so   that  he  picked  up  as  much  as 
bought  him  a  Pair  of  Pistols,  and  then  went  on  the 
Highway,  to  which  it  seems  the  foolish  Pride  of  not 
being  subsisted  by  his  Wife,  did  at  that  Time  not  a 
little  contribute.     In  his  first  Adventure  in  this  new 
Employment,  he  got  fifteen  Guineas,  but  being  in 
great  Apprehensions  of  a  Pursuit,  his  Fears  induced 
him    to   fly   down   to  Bristol^    in   order   if  it    were 
possible  to  escape.    After  staying  there  some  consi- 
derable Time,  he  began  at  last  to  take  Heart,  and  xo 
fancy  he  might  be  forgotten.     Upon  these  Hopes  he 
resolved  to  come  up  towards  London  again,  and  tak- 
ing Advantage  of  a  Person's  travelling  with  him  to 
Uxbridge,  he  made  use  of  every  method  in  his  Power 
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to  insinuate  himself  into  his  fellow  Traveller  s  good 
Graces.  This  he  effected,  insomuch  that  at  High- 
ly ycomie  in  Buckin^hams/iire^  as  IVwif^himsdf  told 
the  Stor}%  he  prevailed  on  him  to  lend  him  three 
Half-Crowns  to  defray  his  Expences,  pretending  that 
he  had  some  Friend  or  Relation  hard  by  who  would 
repay  it  But  unfortunately  for  the  Man,  he  had 
talked  too  freely  of  a  Sum  of  Money  which  he  pre- 
tended to  have  about  him.  It  thereupon  raised  an 
Inclination  in  Vouh^  to  strip  him  and  rob  him  of  this 
supposed  great  Prize,  for  which  Purpose  he  attacked 
him  in  a  lone  Place,  and  not  only  threatened  him 
with  shooting  him,  but,  as  he  pretended,  by  his 
Hand  shaking,  was  as  good  as  his  Word,  and  actually 
wounded  him  in  such  a  Manner  as  he  in  all  Proba- 
bility at  that  Time  took  to  be  mortal ;  but  taking  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Condition  in  which  the  poor  Man  was^ 
he  made  the  best  of  his  Way  oflC  and  was  so  lucky 
as  to  escape  for  the  present,  although  that  Crime 
brought  him  afterwards  to  his  Execution.  W^en  he 
had  considered  a  little  the  Nature  of  the  Fact  which 
he  had  committed  it  appeared  even  to  himself  of  so 
black  and  barbarous  a  Nature,  diat  he  resolved  to  fly 
into  the  J!'es/  oi  Eh^lanii^  in  order  to  remain  tiiere 
some  Time ;  but  from  this  he  was  deterred  by  look- 
ing into  the  Newspaper,  and  finding  himself  adver- 
tised there,  the  Man  whom  he  had  shot  being  also 
said  to  be  dead,  which  put  him  into  such  a  Consterna- 
tion that  he  returned  direcdy  to  Lopu/oh,  and  going 
to  a  Place  hard  by  where  his  Wife  lived  he  sent  for 
her,  and  told  her  diat  he  was  threatened  with  an  un- 
fortunate afisur,  which  might  be  of  the  greatest  ill  Con- 
sequence to  him  should  he  be  discovered.  She  was 
much  moved  at  his  Misfortunes,  and  gave  him  what 
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Money  she  could  spare,  which  was  not  a  little,  inso- 
much that   Young  at  last  began  to  suspect  she  made 
bold  now   and  then  to  borrow  of  her  Mistress,  but  if 
she  did,  that  was  a  Practice  he   could  forgive  her. 
At  last  he  proposed  taking  a  Lodging  at  Horsley- 
Down,  as  a  Place  the  likeliest  for  him  to  be  con- 
cealed in.     There  his  Wife  continued  to  supply  him, 
till  one  Sunday  Morning  she  came  in  a  great  Hurry, 
and  brought  with  her  a  pretty  handsome  Parcel  of 
Guineas.      Young  could  not  help  suspecting  she  did 
not  come  very  honestly  by  them  ;  however,  if  he  had 
the  Money,  he  troubled  not  his  Head  much  which 
way  she  came  by  it,  and  he  had  so  good  a  knack  at 
wheedling  her,  that  he  got  twenty  Pounds  out  of  her 
that  Sunday.     A  very  few  Days  after,  Intelligence 
was  got  of  his  Retreat,  and  the  Man  whom  he  had 
robbed  and  shot,  made  so  indefatigable  a  Search  after 
him,  that  he  was  taken  up  and  committed  to  the  A^rr<' 
Gaol,  and  his  Wife  in  a  very  little  Time  after  was 
committed  to  Newgate  for  breaking  open  her  Lady's 
Escritore,  and  robbing  her  of  a  Hundred  Guineas. 
This  was  what  Young  said  himself,  and  I  repeat  it 
because    I    have   his    Memoirs   before    me ;  yet    in 
respect  to  Truth,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  say  somethinj^ 
of  another  Nature  in  its  due  Place.     But  to  go  on 
with  our  Narration  according  to  the  Time   in  which 
Facts  happened  : —  A  Habeas  Corpus  was  directed 
to  the  Sheriff  oi  Surrey,  when  Young  was  brought  to 
Newgate,  and  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Otd-Bailcy 
was  indicted  for  the  aforesaid  Robbery,  which  was 
committed  in  the  County  of  Middlesex.     The  Charge 
against  him  was,  for  assaulting  Thomas  Stinton  in  a 
Field  or  open  Place  near  the  Highway,  and  takin:; 
from  him  a  Mare  of  the  Value  of  Seven  Pounds,  a 
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Bridle  \'alue  one  Shilling  and  Sixpence,  a  Saddle 
\'alue  twelve  Shillings,  three  broad  Pieces  of  Gold, 
and  nine  Shillings  in  Silver,  at  the  same  Time  putting 
the  said  Thomas  Stintan  in  Fear  of  his  Life.  Upon 
this  Indictment  the  Prosecutor  deposed,  that  meet- 
ing with  the  Prisoner  about  seven  Miles  on  this  Side 
of  Bristol^  and  being  glad  of  each  other's  Company, 
they  continued  and  lodged  together  till  they  came  to 
Oxford^  where  the  Prisoner  complaining  that  he  was 
short  of  Money,  the  Prosecutor  lent  him  a  Crown  out 
of  his  Pocket,  and  at  Laud  IVater^  the  Place  where 
they  lodged  the  next  Night,  he  lent  him  half  a  Crown 
more.  The  next  Morning  they  came  fwr  London^ 
and  being  a  little  on  this  Side  of  Uxbridgty  Y'^oung 
said,  he  had  a  Friend  in  Hounslaiu  who  would  ad- 
\*ance  him  the  Money  which  he  had  borrowed  from 
the  Prosecutor,  and  thereupon  desired  Mr.  Stintan  to 
go  with  him  thither,  to  which  he  agreed,  and  Young 
thereupon  persuaded  him  to  go  by  a  nearer  Way,  and 
under  that  Pretence,  after  making  him  leap  Hedges 
and  Ditches,  at  last  brought  him  to  a  Place  by  the 
River  Side,  where  on  a  Sudden  he  knocked  him  off 
his  Horse,  and  that  with  such  Force,  that  he  made 
the  Blood  gush  out  at  his  Nose  and  Mouth.  As 
soon  as  Young  perceived  that  the  Prosecutor  had  re- 
covered his  Senses  a  litde,  he  demanded  his  Money» 
to  which  Mr.  Stintan  replied.  Is  this  the  Manner  in 
ZL'hich  you  treat  your  Friend  T  You  see  I  have  not 
Strength  to  give  you  anything ;  whereupon  Young 
took  from  him  his  Pocket- Book  and  Money,  and  Mn 
Stinton  eamesdy  entreated  that  he  would  give  him 
something  to  bear  his  Expenses  home.  Young  in 
answer  thereto  said,  Ay^  F II  give  you  what  shall  carry 
yon  home  straight,  and  then  shot  him  in  the  Neck, 
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and  pushing  him  down  into  the  Ditch,  said,  lie  there, 
Mr.  Stinton  some  Time  after,  with  much  Ado,  crawled 
out  and  got  to  a  House,  but  saw  no  more  of  the 
Prisoner,  or  of  either  of  their  Mares.     George  Hart- 
well  deposed,  that  he  helped  both  the  Prisoner  and 
the  Prosecutor  to  the  Inn  where  they  lay  at  Oxford, 
Sarah  Howard  deposed,  that  she  kept  the  Inn  or 
House  where  they  lodged  at  Loud-Water,  the  Night 
before  the  Robbery  was  committed.     All  the  Wit- 
nesses as  well  as  the  Prosecutor  being  positive  to  the 
Person  of  the  Prisoner,  the  Charge  seemed  to  be  as 
fully  proved  as  it  was  possible  for  a  thing  of  that 
Nature  to  admit.     The  Prisoner  in  his  Defence  did 
not  pretend  to  deny  the  Fact,  but  as  much  as  he  was 
able  endeavoured  to  extenuate  it     He  said  that  for 
his  part  he  did  not  know  anything  of  the  Mare,  that 
the  going  off  of  the  Pistol  was  merely  an  Accident, 
that  hfe  did  indeed  take  the  Money,  and  therefore  did 
not  expect  any  thing  else  than  to  suffer  Death,  but 
that  it  would  be  a  great  Satisfaction  to  him,  even   in 
his  last  Moments,  that  he  neither  had  or  ever  in- 
tended to  commit  any  Murder ;  but  those  Words   in 
the  Prosecutor's  Evidence,  F II give  you  something  to 
carry  you  home,  and  lie  there  (that  is  in  the  Ditch), 
being  mentioned  in  summing  up  the  Evidence  to  the 
Jury,  Young  with  great  warmth,  and  many  Asseve- 
rations denied  that  he  made  use  of  them.     The  yury. 
after  a  very  short  Consideration  being  fully  satisfied 
with  the  Evidence  which  had  been  offered,  found  him 
guilty.     The  very  same  Day  his  Wife  was  indicted 
for  the  Robbery  of  her  Mistress ;  when  the  Facts 
were  as  follows.     She  on  a  Sunday  conveyed  Youni^ 
secretly  up  Stairs  in  her  Mistress's  House,  where  she- 
passed  for  a  single  Woman,  when  he  took  an  Oppor- 
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tunity  to  break  open  a  Closet,  and  to  steal  from 
thence  ninety  Guineas,  and  ten  Pounds  in  Silver,  a 
Satin  Petticoat  of  the  Value  of  Thirty  Shillings,  and 
an  Orange  Crape  Petticoat,  she  obtaining  Leave  of 
her  Lady  to  go  out  in  the  Afternoon,  took  that  Op- 
portunity to  go  quite  away.  She  was  not  heard  of 
for  a  long  Time,  until  her  Husband  being  appre- 
hended for  the  Fact  for  which  he  died,  somebody  re- 
membered her,  and  the  Story  of  her  Robbing  her 
Mistress  caused  her  thereupon  to  be  apprehended. 
This  person  not  being  able  to  prove  her  Marriage  at 
the  Time  of  her  Trial,  she  was  convicted,  and  ordered 
for  Transportation.  This  was  a  very  different  Story 
from  that  which  Young  told  of  his  Wife's  Adventures 
in  his  Relations  ;  but  when  it  came  to  be  mentioned 
to  that  unhappy  Man,  and  pressed  upon  him,  though 
he  could  not  be  brought  to  acknowledge  it,  yet  he 
never  denied  it,  which  the  Ordinary  says,  was  a 
Method  of  proceeding  he  took  up,  because  unwilling 
to  confess  tfie  Trudi,  and  afraid  when  so  near  Death 
to  tell  a  Lie. 

When  under  Sentence  of  Death,  this  unfortunate 
Person  began  to  have  a  true  Sense  of  his  own  miser- 
able Condition.  He  was  very  far  from  denying  the 
Crime  for  which  he  suffered,  although  he  still  con- 
tinued  to  deny  some  of  the  Circumstances  of  it  The 
Judgment  which  had  been  pronounced  upon  him  he 
acknowledged  to  be  very  just  and  reasonable,  and 
was  so  far  from  being  either  angry  or  affrighted  at 
the  Death  he  was  to  die,  that  on  the  Contrary,  he 
said  it  was  the  only  thing  that  gave  his  Thoughts 
ease  ;  to  say  Truth,  the  Force  of  Religion  was  never 
more  visible  in  any  Man,  than  it  was  in  this  unfortu- 
nate Malefactor.     He  was  sensible  of  his  Repentance 
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being  both  forced  and  late,  which  made  him  attend  t 
the  Duties  thereof  with  an  extraordinar)'  Fervor  an-_ 
Application ;  he  said,  that  the  Thoughts  of  his  Disso- 
lution had  no  other  Effect  upon  him,  than  to  quicker, 
his  Diligence  in  imploring  God  for  Pardon.  To  c^ 
tliose  who  visited  him  either  from  their  Knowled^i 
of  him  in  former  Circumstances,  or  as  too  many  dc*. 
from  the  Curiosity  of  observing  how  he  would  bdiavT 
under  those  melancholy  Circumstances  in  which  he 
then  was,  he  discoursed  of  nothing  but  Death,  Et^r'- 
nity,  and  future  Judgment  The  Gravity  of  h:^ 
Temper  and  the  serious  Turn  of  his  Thoi^ghts  wa- 
never  interrupted  in  any  Respect,  throughout  the 
whole-  Space  of  Time,  in  which  he  lay  under  Con- 
demnation ;  on  the  Contrary  he  every  Day  appearevi 
to  have  more  and  more  improved  from  his  Medita- 
tions, and  almost  continual  Devotions,  appearing  fre- 
quently  when  at  Chapel  wrapped  up  as  it  were  ir. 
Ecstasy,  at  the  Thoughts  of  Heaven  and  future  Feli- 
cit>%  humbling  himself  however  for  the  numberiess 
Sins  he  had  committed,  and  omitting  nothing  which 
could  serve  to  shew  the  Greatness  of  his  Sorrow, 
and  the  Sincerity  of  his  Contrition.  The  Day  he 
was  to  die,  the  unfortunate  old  Man  his  Fadier,  then 
upwards  of  seventy  Years  of  Age,  came  to  visit  him, 
and  saw  him  haltered  as  he  went  out  to  Execution. 
Words  are  too  feeble  to  express  the  Impetuosity^  of 
Grief  which  overwhelmed  both  the  miserable  Father 
and  the  dying  Son.  The  old  Man,  bedewing  him 
with  a  Flood  of  Tears,  exhorted  him  not  to  let  go 
his  Hopes  in  Christ,  even  in  that  miserable  Conjunc- 
ture, but  that  he  should  remember  the  Mercy  of  God 
was  over  all  his  Works,  and  in  an  especial  Manner 
was  promised  to  those  who  were  penitent  for  their 
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Sins,  which  Christ  had  especially  confirmed  in  sealing 
the  Pardon  of  the  repenting  Thief  even  upon  the 
Cross.  At  the  Place  of  Execution  he  appeared 
scarce  without  any  Appearance  of  Terror,  much  less 
of  Obstinacy  or  Contempt  of  Death.  Being  asked 
what  he  did  with  the  Pocket- Book  which  he  took 
from  Mr.  Stinton,  and  which  contained  in  it  things  of 
great  Use  to  him,  Young  replied  ingenuously  that  he 
had  burnt  it,  for  which  he  was  heartily  sorry,  but  that 
he  did  not  look  into  or  made  himself  acquainted  with 
its  Contents.  Just  before  the  Cart  drew  away,  he 
arose  and  spoke  to  the  People,  and  said,  T/ie  Lave  of 
Idleness^  being  too  much  addicted  to  Company^  and  a 
too  greedy  Love  of  strong  Liquors  has  brought  me  to 
this  un/iappy  End.  The  Law  intends  my  Death  for 
an  Example  unto  others ;  let  it  be  so,  let  my  Follies 
prevent  others  from  falling  into  the  like,  and  let  the 
Shame  which  you  see  me  stiffer,  deter  all  of  you  from 
the  Commission  of  such  Sins  as  may  bring  you  to  the 
like  fatal  Eftd.  My  Sentence  is  Just^  my  Death  is 
Just ;  but  Pray y  good  People,  for  my  Soul,  t/iat  though 
I  die  ignominiously  here,  I  may  not  perish  everlastingly. 
He  was  executed  on  the  first  oijune,  1730,  being  at 
that  Time  about  thirty-three  Years  ol  Age. 
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The  Life  ^Thomas  Polson,  alias  Hitchen,  a 
Foot'Pad  and  Highwayman. 

[ABIT  is  the  most  dangerous  of  all  Evils. 
The  Transports  of  Passion  are  sometimes 
prevented  from  having  fatal  Effects,  either 
by  the  Precautions  of  those  with  whom  we 
Quarrel,  or  a  Sudden  Reflection  of  our  own  Minds 
checks  our  Hands ;  but  where  Men  have  abandoned 
themselves  to  Wickedness,  and  give  themselves  up 
to-  the  Commission  of  every  Kind  of  Evil  without 
Restraint,  there  is  little  Expectation  to  be  entertained 
of  their  ever  mending,  and  if  the  Fear  of  a  Sudden 
Death  work  a  true  Repentance,  it  is  all  that  can  be 
hoped  for.  This  unfortunate  Man,  of  whose  Actions 
the  Course  of  our  Memoirs  obliges  us  to  treat,  was 
descended  from  Parents  who  lived  at  Marlow  in  the 
County  of  Salop.  They  were  honest  in  their  Re- 
putations, and  easy  in  their  Circumstances.  They 
spared  nothing  in  the  Education  of  their  Son,  and 
even  while  a  Child  and  at  School,  he  gave  too  -  evi- 
dent Symptoms  of  a  lazy,  indolent,  and  dishonest 
Disposition,  which  attended  him  so  flagrandy,  and 
were  justly  the  Occasion  of  all  the  Misfortunes  of 
his  succeeding  Life,  Learning  was  of  all  things  his 
Aversion  ;  it  was  with  Difficulty  that  he  was  taught 
to  read  and  write.  As  to  Employment,  his  Father 
brought  him  up  to  Husbandry,  and  the  Business 
of  a  rural  Life.  When  he  was  of  Age  his  Father 
gave  him  an  Estate  of  twenty  Pounds  per  Annum. 
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freehold,  and  got  him  into  a  very  good  Farm. 
He  procured  for  him  also  a  Wife,  who  had  ten 
Pounds  a  Year  more  of  her  own,  and  setded  him  in 
such  a  Manner,  that  no  young  Man  in  the  Country 
had  a  better  Prospect  of  doing  well  than  himself; 
but  alas  I  to  what  Purpose  are  the  Endeavours  of 
others,  where  a  Man  studies  nothing  so  much  as  to 
compass  his  own  Ruin?  On  a  sudden  he  took  a 
Love  to  Card-playing,  and  addicted  himself  to  it  with 
such  Earnestness,  that  he  neglected  his  Business  and 
squandered  his  Money.  Want  was  what  of  all  things 
he  hated,  except  Work ;  and  therefore  rather  than 
labour  to  retrieve,  he  bethought  himself  of  an  easier 
Way  of  getting  Money,  and  that  was  to  steal  His 
first  Attempt  was  upon  his  Father,  whom  he  robbed 
of  a  considerable  Sum  of  Money.  He  not  being  in 
the  least  suspected,  a  poor  Maid  whd  lived  in  the 
House  bore  the  Blame  for  about  six  Months ;  and 
nobody  in  all  that  Time  being  chained  with  it  but 
her,  there  was  at  last  a  Design  in  the  old  Man's 
Head  to  prosecute  her.  This  reaching  young  Pol- 
sons  Ear,  he  resolved  not  to  let  an  Innocent  Person 
suffer  (which  was  indeed  a  very  just  and  honourable 
Act),  whereupon  he  wrote  an  humble  Letter  to  his 
Father,  acknowledging  his  Fault,  begging  Pardon 
for  his  Offences,  and  desiring  that  he  would  not 
prosecute  the  poor  Woman,  or  suffer  her  to  lie  any 
longer  under  the  Odium  of  a  Fact  of  which  she  had 
not  the  least  Knowledge.  This  to  be  sure  had  its 
Effect  on  his  Father,  who  was  a  very  honest  and 
considerate  Man.  He  took  Care  to  restore  the  Wench 
to  her  good  Character  and  his  Favour,  though  for  a 
while  he  with  just  Reason  continued  to  frown  upon 
his  Son.     At  last  paternal  Tenderness  prevailed,  and 
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after  giving  him  several  Cautions  and  much  good 
Advice,  he  promised  on  his  good  Behaviour  to  for- 
give him  what  was  past.  The  young  Man  promised 
fairly,  but  falling  quickly  into  Necessities,  Want  of 
Money  had  its  old  Effect  upon  him  again,  that  is,  it 
produced  Want  of  Grace.  Impatient  to  be  at  his  old 
Practices,  tired  with  Work,  and  yet  not  knowing  how 
to  get  Money,  he  at  length  resolved  to  go  into  Wales, 
and  steal  Horses.  This  Project  he  executed,  and 
took  one  from  Mr.  Lewis  of  a  considerable  Value. 
He  sold  it  to  a  London  Butclur  for  about  sixteen 
Pounds,  at  a  Village  not  far  from  Shrewsbury.  That 
Money  did  him  a  little  Good,  and  therefore  the  next 
Time  he  was  in  a  Strait,  he  readily  bethought  him- 
self of  Wales.  Accordingly  he  equipped  himself 
with  a  little  Pad,  and  out  he  set  in  quest  of  Purchase. 
At  a  little  Inn  in  Wales  he  met  a  Gentleman  whom 
he  had  reason  to  suppose  had  Money  about  him, 
whereupon  our  Highwayman  was  very  industrious, 
first  to  make  him  drink,  and  then  to  get  him  for  a 
Bed-fellow,  both  of  which  Designs  he  in  the  End 
brought  to  pass,  and  by  that  Means  robbed  him 
of  six  Pounds  odd  in  Money,  taking  Care  to  go 
in  the  Morning  by  a  different  Road  from  what 
he  talked  of,  and  by  that  Means  easily  escaped  the 
Pursuit  which  was  made  after  him.  When  he  had 
committed  this  Fact  he  retired  towards  Canterbur)\ 
giving  himself  over  entirely  to  Thieving  or  Cheating, 
on  which  Design  he  traversed  the  whole  Countj-  of 
Kent,  but  found  the  People  so  cautious,  that  he  did 
it  with  very  little  Advantage,  until  at  last  coming 
near  Maidstone,  he  observed  a  Quantity  of  fine  Linen 
hanging  upon  a  Hedge.  He  immediately  bethought 
himself,  that  though  the  People  were  wise,  yet  their 
Hedges  might  be  otherwise,  upon  which  stepping  up 
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to  it  he  fairly  stripped  it  of  ten  fine  Shirts,  and  so 
left  the  People  who  had  washed  them  to  account  for 
it.  After  this  Exploit  he  made  the  best  of  his  Way 
to  London,  where  he  speedily  sold  the  stolen  Linen 
for  five  Pounds  to  a  Life-Guards-Man  ;  and  when  he 
had  spent  a  good  Part  of  it,  down  he  went  into 
Xorfolky  and  being  in  that  County,  pitched  upon  the 
Town  of  Elsom  for  the  Place  of  his  Residence,  in 
order  to  observe  what  might  most  easily  be  carried 
off.  But  being  afraid  that  the  Inhabitants  would  take 
Notice  of  a  Stranger  s  setting  up  his  Abode  there  for 
any  considerable  Time,  he  thought  fit  to  pretend  to 
be  very  lame.  Having  continued  as  long  as  he 
thought  proper  in  this  Place,  he  took  his  Opportunity 
to  carry  off  a  fine  Mixre  out  of  the  Grounds  of  Sir 
yohn  Hubbard,  Baronet  (now  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lord  Blickin£).  This  was  one  of  the  most  dange- 
rous Facts  he  ever  committed ;  the  Scent  was  so  strong 
upon  him,  and  so  quickly  followed,  that  he  was  forced 
to  take  a  Multitude  of  Bye-ways  to  get  to  Lofidon, 
where  he  set  her  up  in  the  Hay-MarkeL  However 
he  quickly  found  there  was  no  Possibility  of  dis- 
posing of  her  here.  Information  having  been  given  of 
her  to  all  the  great  jockeys,  so  that  he  was  obliged 
for  present  Money  to  borrow  four  Guineas  of  the 
Man  at  the  /;///,  and  to  leave  her  in  his  Hands  by 
way  of  Security,  which  was  making  but  a  poor  Hand 
of  what  he  had  hazarded  his  Life  for.  By  this  Time 
his  Father  had  received  some  Intelligence  of  his  Way 
of  Living,  and  out  of  Tenderness  of  its  Consequences, 
wrote  to  him,  assuring  him  of  Forgiveness  for  all  that 
was  past,  if  he  would  come  down  into  the  Country 
and  live  honesdy.  Such  undeserved  Tenderness 
had  some  Weight  even  with  our  Criminal  himself ; 
and  he  at  last  began  to  frame  his  Mind  to  comply 
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with  the  Request  of  so  good  a  Father.     Accordingly 
down  he  came,  and  for  a  little  Space  behaved  him- 
self honestly  and  as  he  should  do,  but  his  old  Dis- 
temper Laziness  quickly  came  in  his  Way,  and  he 
finding  Money  not  come  in  so  fast  as  he  w^ould  have 
it,  began  to  think  of  his  old  Practice  again,  and  pre- 
pared himself  once  more  to  sally  out  upon  his  illegal 
Adventures.     For  this  Purpose  he  took  with  him  a 
little  Mare  of  his  Brother  s  (for  at  that  Time  he  had 
no  Horse  proper  for  the  Designs  he  went  on),  and 
forth  he  rode  in  search  of  Prey.     Wales  was  the 
Place  he  first  visited,  and  after  riding  up  and  down 
for  a  good  while,  without  meeting  with  any  Purchase 
worth  taking,  he  at  last  unluckily  stumbled  upon  a 
poor   old    Man    in   Flintshire,   who   had  one   Foot 
already  in  the  Grave,  and  from  him  he  took  a  Silver 
Watch,  worth  about  five  Pounds,  and  five  Shillings 
in   Money,  which  was  all  the  poor  Man  had ;  and 
making  thereupon  the  greatest  Haste  he  could  out  02" 
the  Country,  he  got  clear  away  before  it  was  dis- 
covered.    After  tliis  he  came  again  to  London,  where 
what  little  Money  he  had    he  lavished  away  u|x>r. 
Women  of  the  Town.     It  was  not  long  before  Wanr 
overtook  him  again,  upon  which  he  determined  tu 
visit  Yorkshire,  in  Hopes  of  raising  some  considerable 
Booty  there.     All  the  Way  down,  according  to   his 
common  Practice  he  bilked  the  Public-Houses,  and  at 
last  arriving  at  Domaster,  began  to  set  heartily  about 
the  Work  for  which  he  came  down.     On  a  Market 
Day  he  robbed  an  old  Farmer  of  forty  Shillings  and 
a  Pair  of  Silver  Buckles,  taking  his  Horse  also  from 
him,   which  when  he  had  rode  about  fifteen  Miles 
across  the  Countrv'  he  turned  loose,  rambling  from 
thence  on  Foot  as  well  as  he  could  in  order  to  irt^: 
into  his  Native  County  of  Shropshire,  where    alter 
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the  Commission  of  a  Multitude  of  such  Actions,  none 
of  which  afforded  him  any  great  Booty,  he  arrived. 
His  Father  took  him  home  again,  and  he  lived  for 
eleven  Months  tolerably  honest.  However  to  keep 
his  Hand  in  use,  he  now  and  then  stole  a  Shoulder 
of  Mutton,  a  Joint  which  he  particularly  loved,  but 
sometimes  to  please  his  Father  he  would  work  a  litde, 
though  it  alwa\"s  went  much  against  the  Grain.  At 
last  he  quarrelled  with  his  Wife,  and  thereupon 
threatened  to  go  away  a^in,  which  ver\'  quickly  after 
he  did.  turning  his  Course  (notwithstanding  his  former 
ill  Success)  into  Yorkshire  once  more.  He  was  at 
several  of  the  Races  in  that  County,  and  having  no 
particular  Business  at  any  Place,  did  nothing  but 
course  the  Country  round,  pilfering  and  stealing 
whatever  came  in  his  Way,  insomuch,  tiiat  at  one 
End  findincr  nothinof  else  to  lav  his  Hands  on,  he 
stole  the  People  s  Sheets  off  the  Bed  he  lay  in,  and 
marched  off  in  the  Morning  so  early,  that  he  %\*as 
out  of  Danger  before  they  perceived  the  Theft,  but 
rinding  that  he  could  not  do  any  considerable  Matter 
amongst  the  People,  cunnni^  to  a  Proverb^  he  be- 
thought himself  of  returning  to  London,  and  the 
Society  of  those  Strumpets  in  which  he  took  Delight. 
However  all  the  Way  on  the  Road,  he  picked  up 
as  much  as  kept  him  pretty  well  all  the  Way. 
On  his  Arrival  in  Town  he  set  up  his  Place  of  Resi- 
dence in  an  Inn  near  Leothcr-Lanc  in  Holborn^  where 
he  remained  one  whole  Day  to  Rest  himself  after  the 
Fatigue  of  his  Northern  Journey.  There  he  reflected 
on  the  sad  State  in  which  his  Affairs  were,  being 
without  Money  and  without  Friends,  justiy  disre- 
garded by  his  Friends  in  the  Countr}\  and  hated  and 
despised   by  all   his  Neighboius.     His   Debts    too 
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*  amounted  there  to  near  a  hundred  and  forty  Pounds, 
so  that  there  was  no  Hope  in  going  back.  The 
Result  of  these  Cogitations  was  that  the  next  Day  he 
would  go  out  on  the  Road  towards  Hampstead,  and 
see  what  might  be  made  there.  He  accordingly  did 
so,  but  with  very  ill  Success ;  however  he  returned  a 
second  Time  and  had  no  better.  The  third  Day, 
towards  Evening,  he  observed  an  old  Gentleman  in 
a  Chaise  by  himself,  whom  he  robbed  of  six  Guineas, 
a  Watch,  a  Mourning  Ring,  and  Nine  and  Sixpence 
in  Silver,  and  then  making  over  the  Fields  got  home 
safe.  For  three  Days  he  thought  fit  to  remain  within 
Doors  under  Pretence  of  Sickness,  fearing  lest  he 
should  be  advertised  and  described  in  the  Public 
Prints  ;  but  finding  nothing  of  that  happened,  he  grew 
bold,  and  for  about  fourteen  Nights  continued  tlie 
same  Trade  constantly,  getting  sometimes  two  or 
three  Pieces,  and  sometimes  losing  his  Labour  and 
getting  nothing  at  all.  At  length  waiting  pretty  late 
for  an  old  Man,  who  as  he  was  informed  was  to  come 
that  Night  with  eight  hundred  Pounds  about  him, 
although  he  was  so  feeble  that  a  Child  might  be  able 
to  take  it  from  him,  he  at  length  grew  impatient,  and 
resolved  to  rob  the  first  Man  he  met  This  proved 
to  be  one  Mr.  Andrews,  who  raised  so  quick  a  Pursuit 
upon  him,  that  he  never  lost  Sight  of  him  until  the 
Time  of  his  being  apprehended,  which  was  at  Cam- 
brey-House,  from  whence  he  was  carried  to  NcwgaU 
and  prosecuted  the  next  Sessions  for  the  aforesaid 
Robbery.  He  was  then  indicted  for  taking  from  the 
said  Thontas  Andrews,  after  putting  him  in  Fear,  six 
or  seven  Shillings  in  Money,  a  Bay-Mare,  Bridle,  and 
Saddle,  and  a  Cane,  on  the  23rd  oijuly,  1 730.  The 
Evidence  was  exceedingly  clear,  he  having,  as  I  have 
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said,  never  got  out  of  Sight,  from  the  Time  of  the 

Robbery  to  the  Time  he  was  taken.     Under  Sentence 

of  Death  the  Prisoner  behaved  with  great  Piety  and 

Resignation.     He   shewed  great   Concern   for    the 

Offences  of  his  former  Life,  and  testified  the  utmost 

Sorrow  for  having  blemished  an  honest  Family  by 

the  Shame  of  his  Vices  and  their  just  Punishment 

The  Night  before  his  Execution  he  wrote  a  Letter  to 

his  Parents  in  the  Country,  which  though  it  be  in  a 

very  uncouth  Style,  yet  I  have  thought  fit  to  insert 

it  z^erbaiim,  because  there  is  a  Strain  in  it  of  unusual 

Confusion  and  Concern,  expressing  the  Agony  of  a 

Dying  Man  with  more  Truth  and  Tenderness  than 

the  best  penned  Episde  could  have  done. 

The  Letter. 

Honoured  Parents, 

My  Duty  to  both,  my  Love  to  my  Brot/ur-in-Law. 

/  wish  to  God  I  liad  been  ruled  by  you,  for  now  I  see 

the  Evil  of  my  Sin,  but  I  freely  die,  only  the  Disgrace 

I  have  brought  on  you,  my  Wife  and  Children.     I 

wrote  to  my  Wife  last  Saturday  Week,  but  /lad  no 

Answer,  for  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  heard 

from  you  before  I  die,  which  will  be  on  Wednesday 

the  7th  (?/"  October,  hoping  I  have  made  my  Peace  with 

God  Almighty ;  I  freely  forgive  all  t/ie  World,  a  fid 

die  in  Cliarity  with  all  People.     Had  it  fiot  been  for 

Joyce  Hite's  Sister,  and  Mr.   Howel,  /  might  have 

starved,  he  told  me  it  had  cost  him  fifteen  Shillings  on 

my  Account,  and  he  gave  nu  four  more,     I  desire 

Thomas  Mason  will  give  my  Wife  that  Locket  for  my 

Son, 
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I  Itave  nothing  nwre  to  say.  but  my  Prayers  L?  G.  ' 
for  you  all  Day  and  Xight.  a  fid  for  God's  Sake  /  •. 
as  kind  to  my  poor  Wife  and  Children  as  lies  in  yr^^ 
Power.     I  desire  there  miglU  be  some  Care  takem  :f 
that  Estate  ai  yimxon  for  my  Son,  Mr.  Botfieid  Aj:-: 
the  old  IVritings,  and  I  beg  you  will  get  them  and  gzz-: 
them  to  my  Wife,  and  pray  sltew  her  this  Letter ^  ijjl/ 
my  Love  to  her,  and  my  Blessing  to  my  Children 
begging  of  her  as  I  am  a  Dying  Man  to  be  good  :. 
them,  and  not  make  any  Dijferaue  in  them^  but  be  z: 
kind  to  one  as  to  tlu  otiier ;  and  if  she  is  able,  to  p'^: 
the  Boy  to  some   Trade.     Mr.  Waring  and  Thoci^?- 
Tomlings  have  eaeh  of  them  a  Book  of  mine,  pray  j:h 
them  for  them ;  which  is  all  I  have  to  say.  but  m- 
Prayers  to  God  for  you  ail,  which  is  all  front  your 

Dying  Son^ 
'"  olt^l^'the  6th.  ^CHKim  Pols  n 

P.S.     My  Love  to  all  my  Friends  ;  P^ray  shew  tJ.i: 
Letter  to  my  Wife  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  desire  :^ 
her  to  bring  up  my  Children  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  make  my  Son  a  Scholar  if  she  is  able.      There 
is  five  of  us  to  die. 

In  this  Disposition  of  Mind,  and  without  adding 
anything  to  his  former  Confessions,  he  suffered  on 
Ae  yth  of  October,  1 730,  being  then  in  the  33rd  Year 
of  his  Age. 
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HAVE    heretofore    remarked    the    oreat 
Danger  there  is  in  having  an  ill  Character, 
and  keeping  ill  Company,  from  the  Proba- 
bility which  it  gives  of  Tnith  to  ever)-  Ac- 
cusation that  either  Malice  or  Interest  may  induce 
Men  to  bring  against  one*     This  Malefactor  was  the 
Son  of  Parents  in  tolerable  Circumstances,  who  were 
careful  of  his  Education,  and  when  he  grew  up  bound 
him  Apprentice  to  Captain  Malt/tr^cs,  Commander  of 
a  Vessel  which  traded  to  Guinea  and  the  // 'est-Iiuius. 
He  behaved  at  Sea  ver)-  well,  and  had  not  the  least 
Objection  made  to  his  Character  when  he  came  home, 
Happy  had  it  been  for  him  if  he  had  gone  to  Sea 
again,  without  suffering  himself  to  be  tainted  with  the 
\'ices  of  this  jnreat  Citv.     U  nfortunatel v  he  fell  in 
Love  with  a  young  Woman,  and  lived  with  her  for 
some  Time  as   his  Wife.     His   Fondness   for  this 
Creature  drew  him  to  be  guilty  of  those  base  Actions 
which  first  brought  him  to  A'ezc^ate  and  the  Bar  at 
the  Old  Bat7n\  and  so  far  blasted  his  Character  as 
unfortunately  betrayed  him  to  Death.     In  the  Com- 
pany of  this  Female  he  quickly  lavished  what  litde 
Money  he  had,  and  not  knowing  how  to  get  more,  he 
fell  in  with  the  Persuasions  of  some  wicked  young 
Fellows  who  advised  him  to  take  to  robbing  in  the 
Streets.     Certain  it  is  that  he  had  not  made  many 
Attempts  before  he  was  apprehended.     The  first 
Fact  he  was  concerned  in,  was  stealing  a  Man*s  Hat 
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and  Tobacco- Box  in  Thames-street.     The  Theft  was 
committed  by  his  Companion,  who  gave  them  to  him. 
then  running  away,  left  him  to  be  answerable  for  the 
Fact,  for  which  being  indicted  at  the  next  Sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey  he  was  found  guilty ;  but  it  being  a 
single  Felony,  it  did  not  affect  his  Life.       However, 
he  was  seen  there  by  one  Hollaftd,  who  turned  Evi- 
dence, and  thought  fit  to  save  his  own  Life  by  swear- 
ing against  Armstrong  the  Commission  of  a  Burglary 
which  he  himself  and  one  T/iomas  Griffith  actually 
committed.     However  his  Oath  being  positive,  and 
the  Character  of  this  unhappy  Lad  so  bad,  the  People 
who  were  robbed  were  induced  to  prosecute  him  with 
great  Vehemence,  and  the  ^ury  on  the  same   Pre- 
sumptions found  him  guilty.    Griffith,  who  received 
Sentence  with  him,  but  afterwards  had  a  Pardon,  ac- 
knowledged that  he  himself  was  guilty,  but  declared 
at  the  same  Time  that  this  unhappy  young  Man  was 
absolutely  clear  of  what  was  laid  to  his  Charge,  Hol- 
land and  himself  being  the  only  Persons  who  com 
mitted  the  Burglary,    and  took  away  the   Kitchen 
things  which  were  sworn  against  him.     But  An):- 
strong  coming  to  Newgate,  and  seeing  Hollaiid,  and 
speaking  to  him  about  something,  HollaTid  took  the 
Opportunity  of  asking  who  Armstrong  was,  and  what 
he  came  there  for.     Being  told  the  Story  of  his  Con- 
viction for  the  Hat  and  Wig,  he  thought  fit  to  add 
him  to  his  former  Information  against  Griffith,  and 
so  by  swearing  against  two  effectually  secured  him- 
self.    Armstrong  went  to  Death  absolutely  denying 
the  Fact  for  which  he  was  to  suffer.     At  the  Place 
of  Execution  his  Colour  changed ;    and  though  at 
other  Times  he  appeared  to  be  a  bold  young  Man. 
yet  now  his  Courage  failed  him.     He  trembled  ani! 
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turned  pale,  besought  the  People  to  pray  for  his  Soul, 
and  in  great  Agony  and  Confusion,  submitted  to 
Death  on  the  7th  Day  of  October^  1 730,  being  at  the 
Time  of  his  Death  about  twent>'-two  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Nicholas  Gilburn,  a  niost  notorious 

Higlnoayn^an. 

IHIS  unfortunate  Person  was  bom  at  Ball  in- 
gary,  in  the  West  of  Ireland^  of  Parents  in 
tolerable  Circumstances,  who  gave  him  a 
good  Education,  but  perceiving  that  he  had 
a  martial  Disposition,  resolved  not  to  cross  it,  and 
therefore,  though  he  was  not  above  fourteen  Years  of 
Age,  they  got  him  recommended  to  an  Officer,  who 
received  him  as  a  Dragoon.  He  served  about  four 
Years  with  ver)-  good  Reputation  in  the  Army. 
Having  a  Brother  in  a  Regiment  of  Horse,  who 
wrote  to  him  from  London^  and  encouraged  him  to 
come  over  into  England^  this  occasioned  his  writing 
to  his  Officer  to  desire  his  Discharge.  To  this  his 
Officer  readily  agreed.  He  went  thereupon  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  to  the  West,  to  his  Friend,  where 
having  equipped  himself  with  Clothes,  Linen,  and 
other  Necessaries,  he  came  for  London^  expecting  to 
meet  his  Brother ;  but  on  his  Arrival  here,  he  was 
disappointed,  and  that  Disappointment,  together  with 
his  \Vant  of  Money,  made  him  ver>^  uneasy.  At  last, 
in  order  to  procure  Bread,  he  resolved  to  enlist  in  the 
Foot-Guards.  He  did  so,  and  continued  in  them  for 
two  Years,  during  which  Time,  he  saj's  in  his  dying 
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Declaration,  that  he  did  Dut>'  as  well  and  appearr, : 
as  clean  as  any  Man  in  the  Company ;  nay  in  all  tha: 
Time  he  avers  that  he  never  neglected  his  Guar:. 
but  once,  which  was  fatal  to  him ;  for  it  brought  h:r: 
into  the  Acquaintance  of  those  who  betrayed  him  f 
Measures  which  cost  him  his  Life.  Being  taken  '^' 
and  carried  to  the  Savoy  for  the  aforementione : 
Offence,  he  had  not  been  long  in  Prison  before  //';.- 
son,  who  had  been  concerned  with  Burnworth^  all^is 
Frazier^  and  the  Rest,  in  the  Murder  of  Mr.  Ball  in 

the  Mi7tt,  and  one  Mr.  G ,  an  old  Highwayman 

though  he  had  never  conversed  with  him  before, 
came  to  pay  him  a  Visit  'They  treated  him  both 
with  Meat  and  Urink,  seemed  to  commiserate  hi- 
Condition  verj'  much,  and  promised  him  that  h- 
should  not  want  Twelvepence  a  Day  during  the 
Time  in  Confinement  This  Promise  was  well  kept, 
and  Gilburn  in  a  few  Days  obtained  his  Liberty. 
The  next  Day  he  met  Wilson  in  St  y antes  5  Park, 
who  after  complimenting  him  upon  his  happy  Deli- 
verance, invited  him  to  a  House  in  Spring-Gardai 
to  drink  and  make  merry  together.  Gilburn  readily 
consented,  and  after  discoursing  of  Courage,  want  of 
Money,  the  Miseries  of  Poverty,  and  some  other  Pre- 
paratory Articles,  Wilson  parted  with  him  for  that 
Time,  appointing  another  Meeting  with  him  at 
eleven  o'Clock  the  next  Morning.  There  Wilson 
pursued  his  former  Topic,  and  at  last  told  him  plainly, 
that  the  best  and  shortest  Method  to  relieve  their 
Wants,  was  to  go  on  the  Highway ;  and  when  he 
had  once  made  this  Step,  he  scrupled  not  to  make 
a  further,  telling  Gilburn  that  there  was  no  such 
Danger  in  those  Practices  as  are  generally  appre- 
hended, for  that  with  litde  Care  and  Circumspection, 
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the  Gallozvs  might  be  well  enough  avoided,  which  he 
said  was  plain  enough  from  his  own  Adventures,  since 
he  had  lived  several  Years  in  the  Profession,  and  by 
being  cautious  enough  to  look  about  him,  had  escaped 
ConfinemenL     Gildurn    heard    this   Account    with 
Terror ;  he  had  never  committed   anything  of  this 
Kind  hitherto,  and  knew  ver>-  well  that  if  he  once 
engaged,  he  could  never  afterwards  go  back.     U  '//- 
son  seemed  not  at  all  uneasy  at  his  Pause,  but  artfully 
introducing  Discourse  on  other  Subjects,  plied  him  in 
the  meanwhile  with  Liquor,  until  he  saw  him  pretty 
warm,  and  then  resumed  the  Story  of  his  own  Ad- 
ventures and  of  the  Facility  of  acquiring   Money 
where  a  Man  is  but  well  stored  with  Courage,  and 
has  ever  so  litde  Conduct     This  Artifice  unfortu- 
nately had  its  Effect  IVilsons  Conversation  and  the 
Fumes  of  the  Liquor  prevailing  so  far  upon  Gildurn^ 
that  as  he  himself  phrased  it  he  resolved  at  last  upon 
Business.     The    Day   following    Gildurn    provided 
himself  with  Pistols,  and  removed  his  Quarters  to  iro 
and  live  with  II  ^ilson^  who  encouraired  him  with  all 
the  Arguments  he  was  able  to  stick  to  his  new  Pro- 
fession, and  Gilhurn  in  return  swore  he  would  live 
and  die  with  him  ;  so  at  Night   they  went  out  to- 
j^^ether  in  quest  of  Adventures,  the  Road  they  took 
being  towards  Paddift^on.    A  litde  after  they  were 
come  into  the  Fields,  they  attacked  a  Gendeman  and 
took  from  him  eicrht  Shillino^s,  with  which  GUburn 
was  ver>'  much  pleased ;  though  they  had  little  Luck 
all  the  Night  after,  so  that  they  returned  at  last  to 
their  Lodgings,  weary  and  fatigued,  and  were  obliged 
to  mount  Guard   the   next  Sloming.     When  their 
Guard  was  over,  they  were,  as  Mr.  Gil  burn  expresses 
it  in  his  last  Speech,  <:^'  bare  as  a  Bird^s  Arse :  so  no 
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Time  was  to  be  lost,  and  accordingly  that  Night  they 
made  their  second  Expedition.  Nobody  coming  io 
their  Way,  Gilburn  began  to  fret,  and  at  last  Tallin;^' 
into  a  down-right  Passion,  swore  he  would  rob  th*: 
first  Man  he  meL  He  was  as  good  as  his  Word,  and 
the  Booty  he  got  proved  a  tolerable  Provision  for 
some  Days.  But  Guard-day  drawing  nigh  agaia 
Wilson  told  him  there  was  no  mounting  without 
Money,  and  the  same  Methods  were  taken  as  for- 
merly, but  as  the  Leagfues  by  which  Men  are  united 
in  Villany  are  liable  to  a  Thousand  Inconveniences, 
which  are  uneasily  borne,  and  hard  to  be  remedied, 
so  Wilsons  Humours  being  very  different  from  those 
of  Gilburn,  they  soon  began  to  differ  about  the 
Money  they  acquired  by  Plunder.  At  last  coming 
one  Night  very  much  tired  and  fatigued  to  a  PubUc- 
House  with  which  Wilson  was  acquainted,  they 
called  for  some  Drink  to  refresh  themselves,  which 
when  they  had  done,  Gilburn  was  for  dividing  the 
Money,  himself  standing  in  need  of  Linen  and  other 
Necessaries.  Wilson  on  the  other  Hand  was  for 
having  a  Bowl  of  Punch,  and  Words  thereupon  arose 
to  such  a  Height  that  at  last  they  fell  to  Fighting. 
This  Quarrel  was  irreconcilable,  and  they  absolutely 
parted  Company,  though  Gilburn  unfortunately  pur- 
sued the  same  Road  and  robbed  a  Gentleman  on 
Horseback  of  several  Yards  of  fine  Padusoy,  for 
hich  he  was  shortly  after  apprehended  and  com- 
itted  to  Newgate.  At  first  he  absolutely  denied 
le  J-act,  but  when  he  was  convicted,  and  saw  no 
"oj.eH  of  Pardon,  he  acknowledged  what  had  been 
II  against  him  by  the  Prosecutor  to  be  true, 
attended  with  much  Gravity  at  Chapel,  and 
n;d  to  be  greatly  afflicted  through  a  due  Sense 
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of  the  many  Sins  which  he  had  committed.  Wilson 
his  Companion  had  a  little  before  been  executed  at 
Kingston,  and  Gilbnrn^  with  all  outward  Signs  of 
Contrition,  suffered  the  same  Death  at  Tyburn^  at 
the  same  Time  with  the  before-mentioned  RIalefactor, 
being  at  the  Time  of  his  Death  about  twenty-two 
Years  of  Age. 


The  Lives  of  James  O'Brvan,  Hugh  Morris,  and 
Robert  Johnson,  Highwaymen  &  Street-Robbers. 

[MONGST  the  many  flagrant  Vices  of  the 
present  Age,  there  is  none  more  remarkable 
than  the  strange  Property  we  see  in  young 
People  to  commit  the  most  notorious  Crimes 
provided  they  may  thereby  furnish  themselves  with 
Money  enough  to  support  their  lavish  Expenses, 
This  Vice  was  scarce  heard  of  in  former  Times  among 
Lads  of  the  Age  at  which  our  boldest  Highwaymen 
begin  to  exert  themselves  now.  The  first  of  these 
unfortunate  Lads,  James  OBryan^  was  bom  at  Dub- 
lin^ and  brought  over  here  when  young.  He  had  a 
good  Education  given  him,  which  he  had  very  little 
Inclination  to  make  a  proper  Use  of.  Nothing  could 
persuade  him  to  go  out  to  a  Trade ;  on  the  Contrary, 
he  pretended  he  would  apply  himself  to  his  Fathers 
Employment,  which  was  that  of  a  Plasterer  \  but  as 
working  was  required,  he  soon  grew  out  of  Humour 
with  it,  and  addicted  himself  wholly  to  strolling  about 
the  Streets  with  such  wicked  Lads  as  himself,  and 
so  was  easily  drawn  in  to  think  of  supplying  himself 
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with  Money  by  the  Plunder  of  honest  People,  to  cam- 
on  those  Debaucheries  in  which,  though  a  Lad,  he 
was  already  deeply  immersed.  Women  forsooth 
drew  this  Spark  away  from  the  Paths  of  Virtue  and 
Goodness  at  about  Sixteen  Years  old ;  after  which 
Time  he  lost  all  Sense  of  Duty  to  his  Parents,  Respect 
of  Laws,  Divine  or  Human,  and  even  Care  of  himself. 
It  seems  he  found  certain  Houses  in  Chick-Lane, 
where  there  met  Abundance  of  loose  young  Men  ami 
Women,  who  accustomed  themselves  to  every  kind 
of  Debauchery  which  it  was  possible  for  wicked  People 
to  commit,  or  the  most  fruitful  Genius  to  invent. 
Here  he  fell  into  the  Company  of  his  two  Compan- 
ions, Morris  and  Johnson,  The  first  of  these  was 
the  Son  of  an  unfortunate  Tradesman,  who  had  once 
kept  a  great  Shop,  and  lived  in  good  Reputation  in 
the  Strand,  but  through  the  common  Calamities  o! 
Life,  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  break,  and  layint; 
it  too  much  to  Heart,  died  soon  after  it,  happy  how- 
ever in  one  thing,  that  he  did  not  live  to  see  tlie 
deplorable  End  of  his  Son  by  the  Hand  of  Justice. 
Robert  Johftson,  was  the  Son  of  honest  Parents. 
He  had  a  good  Education,  but  put  it  to  a  very  ill  Use. 
Having  all  his  Lifetime  been  addicted  to  pilfering 
and  thieving,  at  last  he  fell  into  the  Company  of  the^t 
unfortunate  young  Men,  who  led  him  a  more  direct 
Way  to  the  Gallows  than  perhaps  he  might  have 
found  of  himself.  One  of  its  chief  Inducements  t.» 
forfeit  Reputation  and  hazard  Life  by  engaging  in 
Street- Robberies,  was  his  commencing  an  Amour 
with  his  Fathers  Servant  Maid,  and  not  long  aftr r 
falline  into  a  Multitude  of  such  like  Adventures,  tlu' 
ready  Road  to  inevitable  Ruin.  These  three  Spark <i 
together  with  Bernard  Fink  and  another  Person,  who 
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turned  Evidence  against  them,  came  all  at  the  same 
Time  to  a  Resolution  of  attacking  People  in  the 
Streets,  and  having  provided  themselves  with  Pistols, 
and  whatever  else  they  thought  necessar>%  for  putting 
their  Design  in  Execution,  they  immediately  set  about 
it,  and  though  but  Boys,  committed  bolder  and  more 
numerous  Robberies  than  had  ever  hitherto  been  heard 
oL  It  may  indeed  seem  surprising  that  Lads  of  their 
Age  should  be  able  to  intimidate  Passengers,  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  having  less  Precaution  than 
older  Rogues,  they  were  more  ready  at  firing  Pistols, 
or  otherwise  injuring  those  whom  they  attacked,  than 
anv  Set  of  Fellows  who  had  hitherto  disturbed  the 
Crown,  this  Wonder  will  wear  off.  It  was  not  above 
two  Months  that  they  continued  their  Depredations, 
but  in  that  Time  they  had  been  exceedingly  busy, 
and  had  committed  a  Multitude  of  Facts.  One  Gen- 
deman  whom  they  attacked  in  Lhuolns-Inn-Fields 
refused  to  surrender,  and  drew  his  Sword  upon  Morris. 
That  young  Robber  immediately  fired  his  Pistol,  and 
the  Rest  coming  to  his  Assistance,  the  Gendeman 
thought  it  but  prudent  to  retire,  the  Xoise  they  had 
made  having  alarmed  the  Watch,  and  so  prevented 
his  losing  anything.  After  this  it  became  a  common 
Practice  with  them,  as  soon  as  they  stopped  anybody, 
to  dap  a  Pistol  under  their  Nose,  and  bid  them  smell 
to  it,  while  one  of  their  Companions,  with  a  thousand 
Execrations,  threatened  to  blow  their  Brains  out  if 
thev  made  the  least  Resistance.  As  soon  as  the  Busi< 
ness  of  the  Night  Ax-as  over,  they  immediately  adjour- 
ned to  their  Places  of  Rendezvous  at  C/iiik-Laiu,  or 
to  other  Houses  of  the  same  Stamp  elsewhere,  and 
without  the  least  Consideration  of  the  Hazards  they 
had  run,  squandered  the  Wages  of  their  \'illanies 

VOL  If.  CO 


386  The  Life  of 

upon  such  impudent  Strumpets  as  for  the  Lucre  of 
a  few  Shillings'  prostituted  themselves  to  them  in 
these  Debaucheries.  Mr.  O Bryan  was  the  Hero 
of  this  Troop  of  Infant-Robbers.  He  valued  himself 
much  on  never  meddling  with  small  Matters,  or  com- 
mitting any  meaner  Crime  than  that  of  the  Highway. 
It  happened  he  had  a  Mistress  coming  out  of  the 
Country,  and  he  would  needs  have  his  Companions 
take  each  of  them  a  Doxy  and  go  with  him  as  far  as 
Wittdsor  to  receive  her.  They  readily  complied,  and 
at  Windsor  they  were  all  seized  and  from  thence 
brought  to  Town,  two  of  their  own  Gang  turning.' 
Evidence,  so  that  on  the  clearest  Proof  they  were  all  , 
three  convicted.  ' 

Under  Sentence  of  Death  they  behaved  with  great 
Audacity,  seemed  to  value  themselves  on  the  Crimes 
they  had  committed,  caused  several  Disturbances  at 
Chapel,  and  discovered  little  or  no  Sense  of  that 
miserable  Condition  in  which  they  were.  CX Bryan 
died  a  Papist,  and  in  the  Cart  read  with  great  Earnest- 
ness a  Book  of  Devotions  in  that  Way.  He  wrote 
a  Letter  to  his  Father  the  Day  before  he  died,  and 
also  some  things  which  he  calls  Verses  to  his  Sister, 
both  of  which  I  have  subjoined  verbatim,  that  m)' 
Readers  may  have  the  better  Idea  of  the  Capacity  of 
llio-se  poor  Creatures, 

To   Mr.  Terence  O Bryan,  living  in  Burleigk-street, 
in  me  Strand. 

Honourwi  Father  and  Mother, 

Ite  Uneasiness  I  give  you  is  more  Terror  to  me 
t  the  Thoughts  of  Death,  but  pray  make  yoursehcs 
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as  easy  /is  you  can,  far  I  hope  I  am  going  to  a  better 
Placed/or  God  is  my  Refuge  and  my  Strength^  and 
my  Helper  in  Time  of  Tribulation ;  and  pray  take 
care  of  my  Brotlur  now  whilst  he  is  young,  and  make 
him  serz^  God,  and  keep  him  out  of  bad  Company. 
If  I  had  sensed  God  as  I  ought  to  haz^e  done,  and  kept 
out  of  bad  Company,  I  had  not  come  to  this  unhappy 
Misfortune,  but  I  hope  it  is  for  the  Good  of  my  SouL 
It  is  good  I  hope,  what  God  has  at  present  ordained 
for  me,  for  there  is  Mercy  in  the  Foresight  of  Death, 
and  in  the  Time  God  hasgiz^en  me  to  prepare  for  it.  A 
statural  Death  might  have  had  /ess  Terror,  but  in  that 
I  might  have  wanted  many  Adz^antages  which  are  nozo 
granted  me.  My  Trust  is  in  God,  and  I  hope  he  zcont 
Reicard  me  according  to  my  Deserts  ;  all  that  I  can 
suffer  here  must  have  an  E fid,  for  this  Life  is  short, 
so  are  all  the  Sufferings  of  it,  but  the  ficxt  Life  is 
Eternal.  Pray  give  my  Love  to  my  Sister^  and  desire 
her  not  to  neglect  her  Duty  to  God.  I  hope  you  are 
all  well,  as  I  am  at presaU,  I  thank  God;  so  no  fnore 
at  present^ 

From  your  Unhappy 

And  Undutiful  Son, 

James  O'Bryax. 

The  Verses  sent  by  ^ames  O Bryan  to  his  Sister, 
two  Da>'s  before  his  Execution  : — 

My  Loznng  taider  Sister  dear. 
From  You  I  soon  must  part,  I  fear : 
Think  not  on  my  wretched  State, 
Nor griczr  for  my  unhappy  Fate; 
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But  serve  the  Lord  with  all  your  Heart, 
And  from  you  hell  never  part. 
When  I  ant  Dead,  and  in  my  Tomb, 
For  my  poor  Soul  [  hope  there  s  Room 
In  Heaven ;  with  God  above  on  high 
I  hope  to  live  EUmally. 

At  the  Time  of  their  Execution,  which  was  on  the 
i6th  o{  November,  1730,  fames  O Bryan  was  about 
twenty,  Hugh  Morris  seventeen,  and  Robert  fohn- 
son  not  full  twenty  Years  of  Age. 

c<>ooooc<:?«J«;xCft'tS<iOpac<y'Oa 

The  History  of  the  Life  and  surprising  Adventures 

ofCapt.  John  Gow,  alias  Smith,  a  most  notorious 

Pirate  and  Murderer. 

1HE  principal  Use  to  which  a  Work  of  this 
Nature  can  be  applied,  is  to  engage  Persons 
to  refuse  the  first  Stirrings  of  their  Passions, 
and  the  slightest  Emotions  of  Vice  in  their 
Breasts,  since  they  see  before  their  Eyes  so  many  bad 
Examples  of  the  fatal  Consequences  which  follow 
upon    rash   and   wicked    Enterprises,  of  which    the 
I  following  History  exhibits  as  extraordinary  an  In- 
'  stance  as  perhaps  is  anywhere' to  be  found.      In  giving 
T  Account  of  this  Malefactor,  we  will  begin  with  his 
barking  on  board  the  Vessel  which  he  afterwards 
:ed  and  went  a   Pirating  in.      It  was  called  the 
n-gc  Galley,  and  was  of  about  two  hundred  Tons 
irthen,  commanded  by  Oliver  Ferneau,  a  Freneh- 
tan,  but  a  Subject  of  the  Crown  of  England,  who 
entertained  this  Gow  as  a  private  Seaman  only,  but 
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afterwards,  to  his  great  Misfortune,  preferred  him  to 
be  the  second  Mate  in  the  Voyage  of  which  we  are 
next  to  speak. 

Captain  Femeau,  being  a  Man  of  Reputation  among 
the  Merchants  of  Amsterdam^  got  a  Voyage  for  his 
Ship  from  thence  to  Santa  Cruz^  on  the  Coast  of 
Barbary,  to  load  Bees'-Wax,  and  to  carry  it  to  Geptoa, 
which  was  his  delivering  Port ;  and  as  the  Dtitch^ 
having  made  War  with  the  Turks  at  Algiers^  were 
willing  to  employ  his  as  an  English  Ship,  so  he  was 
willing  to  be  manned  with  English  Seanten  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, among  the  Rest,  he  unhappily  took  on  board 
this  Gaw,  with  his  wretched  Gang,  such  as  A/accaufy, 
jl/e/vin,  Williams,  and  others.  Being  unable  to  Man 
themselves  wholly  with  English  or  Scots,  they  were 
obliged  to  take  some  Sw^es  and  other  Scanien  to 
make  up  the  Complement,  which  was  twenty-three  in 
all.  Among  the  latter  Sort,  one  was  named  Winstcr, 
and  another  Peterson,  both  of  them  Swedes  by  Nation, 
but  wicked,  too,  as  Gow  and  his  other  Fellows  were. 
They  sailed  from  the  Fexel  in  the  Month  of  August, 
1724,  and  arrived  at  Santa  Cruz  on  the  se(:ond  of 
September  following,  where,  having  a  Supercargo  on 
board  who  took  charge  of  the  Loading,  and  four 
Chests  of  Money  to  purchase  it,  they  soon  got  the 
Bees'-Wax  on  board,  and  on  the  third  of  November 
they  appointed  to  set  Sail  to  pursue  the  Voyage. 

That  Day,  the  Ship  having  lain  two  Months  in  the 
Roads  ^t  Safita  Cruz,  taking  in  her  Lading,  the 
Captain  made  Preparations  to  put  to  Sea,  and  the 
usual  Signals  for  sailing  having  been  given,  some  of 
the  Merchants  from  on  Shore,  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  furnishing  the  Cargo,  came  on  board  in  the 
Forenoon  to  take  their  Leave  of  the  Captain,  and 
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wish  him  a  good  Voyage,  as  is  usual  on  such  Occa^ons. 
Whether  it  was  concerted  by  the  whole  Gai^  before- 
hand we  know  not,  but  while  the  Captain  was  treating 
and  entertaining  the  Merchants  under  the  Awning 
upon  the  Quarter-Deck,  as  is  the  Custom  in  those 
hot  Countries,  three  of  the  Seaimn,  viz..  Winter  and 
Peterson,  two  Swedes,  and  Maeauly  a  ScotcAman,  came 
rudely  upon  the  Quarter-Deck,  as  if  they  took  that 
Opportunity  because  the  Merchants  were  present, 
believing  the  Captain  would  not  use  any  Vicdence 
with  them  in  the  Presence  of  the  Merchants.  They 
made  a  long  Complaint  of  their  ill  Usage,  and  par- 
ticularly of  their  Provisions  and  Allowance,  as  diey 
said,  being  not  sufficient,  nor  such  as  was  ordinarily 
made  in  other  Merchant  Ships,  seeming  to  load  the 
Captain,  Monsieur  Ferneau,  with  being  the  Occasion 
of  it,  and  that  he  did  it  for  his  private  Gain,  which 
however  was  not  true,  the  Overplus  of  Provisions 
(if  the  Stores  had  been  more  than  sufficient)  would 
belong  to  the  Owners,  not  to  the  Captain,  at  the  End 
of  the  Voyage,  there  being  also  a  Steward  cm  board  to 
take  the  Account  In  their  making  this  Complaint, 
they  seemed  to  direct  their  Speech  to  the  Merchants 
as  well  as  to  the  Captain,  as  if  they  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  Ship,  or  as  if  desiring  them  to  intercede 
for  them  with  the  Captain,  that  they  might  have 
Redress,  and  a  better  Allowance. 

The  Captain  was  highly  provoked  at  this  Rude- 
ness, as  indeed  he  had  Reason,  it  being  a  douUe 
Affront  to  him,  as  it  was  done  in  the  View  of  the 
Merchants  who  were  come  on  board  to  him,  and  to  do 
him  an  Honour  at  Parting.  However,  he  restrained 
his  Passion,  and  gave  them  not  the  least  angry  Word. 
-•ly  that  if  they  were  aggrieved,  they  bad  no  more 
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to  do  but  to  have  let  him  know  of  it ;  that  if  they 

were  ill  used,  it  was  not  by  his  Order,  that  he  would 

enquire  into  it,  and  if  anything  was  amiss  it  should  be 

rectified,  with  which  the  Seaffien  withdrew,  seeming 

well  satisfied  with  his  answer.     About  five  the  same 

Evening  they  unmoored  the  Ship,  and  hove  short 

upon  their  best  Bower-Anchor,  expecting  the  Land 

Breeze,  as  is  usual  on  that  Coast,  to  carry  them  out 

to  Sea ;  but  instead  of  that,  it  fell  stark  Calm,  and  the 

Captain  fearing  the  Ship  would  fall  foul  of  her  own 

Anchor,  ordered  the  Mizen-Top-Sail  to  be  furled, 

Peterson^  one  of  the  malcontent  Seatfun,  being  the 

nearest  Man  at  Hand,  seemed  to  go  about  it,  but 

moved  so  carelessly  and  heavily,  that  it  appeared 

plainly  he  did  not  care  whether  it  was  done  or  no, 

and   particularly  as  if  he  had  a  mind  the  Captain 

should  see  it  and  take  Notice  of  it,  which  the  Captain 

did ;  for  perceiving  how  awkwardly  he  went  about 

it,  he  spoke  a  little  tartly  to  him,  and  asked  him 

what  was  the  Reason  he  did  not  stir  and  furl  the 

SaiL     Peterson,  as  if  he  had  waited  for  the  Question, 

answered  in  a  surly  Tone,  and  with  a  kind  of  Disdain, 

so  as  loe  eat,  so  sltall  we  work.     This  he  spoke  aloud, 

so  as  that  he  might  be  sure  the  Captain  heard  him 

and  the  Rest  of  the  Men  also ;  and  it  was  evident, 

that  as  he  spoke  in  Plural  Number,  we^  so  he  spoke 

their  Minds  as  well  as  his  own,  and  Words  which 

they  all  agreed  to  before.     The  Captain,  however, 

though  he  heard  plain  enough  what  he  said,  took  not 

the  least  Notice  of  it,  or  gave  him  the  least  room  to 

believe  he  had  heard  him,  not  being  willing  to  begin 

a  Quarrel  with  the  Men,  and  knowing  that  if  he  took 

any  Notice  at  all  of  it,  he  must  resent  it,  and  punish 

it  too. 


k 
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Soon  after  this  the  Calm  went  off,  and  the  I.and 
Breeze  sprung  up,  and  they  immediately  weighed 
and  stood  off  to  Sea ;  but  the  Captain  having  had 
these  two  Bustles  with  his  Men,  just  at  their  putting 
to  Sea,  was  very  uneasy  in  his  Mind,  as  indeed  he 
had  reason  to  be  ;  and  the  same  Evening,  soon  after 
they  were  under  Sail,  the  Mate  being  walking  on  the 
Quarter- Deck,  he  went,  and  taking  two  or  three 
Turns  with  him,  told  him  how  he  had  been  used  by 
the  Men,  particularly  how  they  affronted  him  before 
the  Merchants,  and  what  an  Answer  Peterson  had 
given  him  on  the  Quarter-Deck,  when  he  ordered 
him  to  furl  the  M izen-Top-Sail.  The  Mate  was  sur- 
prised at  the  Thing  as  well  as  the  Captain,  and  after 
some  other  Discourse  about  it,  in  which  it  was  their 
Unhappiness  not  to  be  so  private  as  they  ought  to 
have  been  in  a  Case  of  such  Importance,  the  Captain 
told  him,  he  thought  it  was  al^Iutely  necessary  to 
have  a  Quantity  of  small  Arms  brought  immediately 
into  the  great  Cabin,  not  only  to  defend  themselves 
if  there  should  be  Occasion,  but  also  that  he  might 
be  in  a  Posture  to  correct  those  Fellows  for  their 
Insolence,  especially  should  he  meet  with  any  more 
of  it  The  Mate  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  be 
done  ;  and  had  they  said  no  more,  and  said  this  more 
privately,  all  had  been  well,  and  the  wicked  Design 
had  been  much  more  ditHcult,  if  not  the  Execution 
ut  i:  I  iT._-ctualIy  prevented.  But  two  Mistakes  in  this 
part  \'.:is  the  Ruin  of  them  all.  First,  the  Captain 
Bpokc  \\  ithout  due  Caution,  so  that  Wi^er  and  Pei^r- 
JOH,  tlv  two  principal  Malcontents,  and  who  were 
CXpn  .]y  mentioned  by  the  Captain  to  be  corrected, 
overhi  ird  it,  and  knew  by  that  means  what  they  had 
■>  expect,  if  they  did  not  immediately  bestir  them- 
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selves  to  prevent  it  The  other  Mistake  was,  that 
when  the  Captain  and  Mate  agreed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  Arms  got  ready,  and  brought 
into  the  great  Cabin,  the  Captain  unhappily  bid  him 
go  immediately  to  Gow,  the  second  Mate  and  Gunner, 
and  g^ive  him  orders  to  get  the  Arms  cleared  and 
loaded  for  him,  and  to  bring  them  up  to  the  great 
Cabin ;  which  was,  in  short,  to  tell  the  Conspirators 
that  the  Captain  was  preparing  to  be  too  strong  for 
them,  if  they  did  not  fall  to  work  with  him  imme- 
diatelv. 

JViNier  and  Peterson  went  immediately  forward, 
where  they  knew  the  Rest  of  the  Mutineers  were, 
and  to  whom  they  communicated  what  they  had 
heard,  telling  them  that  it  was  Time  to  provide  for 
their  own  Safet\%  for  otherwise  their  Destruction  was 
resolved  on,  and  the  Captain  would  soon  be  in  such  a 
Posture  that  there  would  be  no  meddlinof  with  him. 
While  they  were  thus  consulting  at  first,  as  they  said, 
only  for  their  own  Safet)%  Gozu  and  Jriiiiams  came 
into  them,  with  some  others  to  the  Number  of  eight ; 
and  no  sooner  were  they  joined  by  these  two.  but 
they  fell  downright  to  the  Point,  which  Goio  had  so 
long  formed  in  his  own  Mind,  rvi..  to  seize  upon  the 
Captain  and  Mate,  and  all  those  that  they  could  not 
bring  to  join  with  them  ;  and,  in  short,  to  throw  them 
into  the  Sea,  and  to  go  upon  the  Account  All 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Sea  Language, 
know  the  Meaning  of  that  Expression,  and  that  it  is, 
in  few  Words,  to  run  away  with  the  Ship  and  turn 
Pirates.  \'illainous  Designs  are  soonest  concluded ; 
as  they  had  but  litde  Time  to  consult  upon  what 
Measures  they  should  take,  so  a  ver)'  little  Consulta- 
tion served  for  what  was  before  them,  and  they  came 
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to  this  short  but  hellish  Resolution,  viz.^  that  the\' 
would  immediately,  that  very  Night,  murder  the  Cap- 
tain and  such  others  as  they  named,  and  afterwards 
proceed  with  the  Ship  as  they  should  see  Cause. 
And  here  it  is  to  be  observed,  though  Winter  and 
Peterson  were  in  the  first  Proposal,  namely  to  prev^ent 
their  being  brought  to  Correction  by  the  Captain,  yet 
Gow  and  Williams  were  the  principal  Advisers  in  the 
bloody  Part,  which  however  the  Rest  soon  came  into, 
for,  as  I  said  before,  as  they  had  but  litde  Time  to 
resolve  in,  so  they  had  but  very  litde  Debate  about 
it,  but  what  was  first  proposed  was  forthwith  engaged 
in  and  consented  to. 

It  must  not  be  omitted  that  Gow  had  always  had 
the  wicked  Game  of  Pirating  in  his  Head,  and  that 
he  had  attempted  it,  or  rather  tried  to  attempt  it  be- 
fore, but  was  not  able  to  bring  it  to  pass ;  so  he  and 
Williams  also  had  several  Times,  even  this  very 
Voyage,  dropped  some  Hints  of  their  vile  Design,  as 
they  thought  there  was  Room  for  it,  and  touched 
two  or  three  Times  upon  what  a  noble  Opportunity- 
they  had  of  enriching  themselves,  and  making  their 
Fortunes,  as  they  wickedly  called  it  This  was  when 
they  had  the  four  Chests  of  Money  on  board ;  and 
Williams  made  it  a  Jest  in  his  Discourse,  how  easily 
they  might  carry  it  off.  Ship  and  all ;  but  as  they  did 
not  find  themselves  seconded,  or  that  any  of  the  Men 
showed  themselves  in  Favour  of  such  a  Thing,  but 
rather  spoke  of  it  with  Abhorrence,  they  passed  it 
over  as  a  kind  of  Discourse  that  had  nothing  at  all 
in  it ;  except  that  one  of  the  Men,  viz.^  the  Surgeon, 
took  them  up  short  once,  for  so  much  as  mentioning 
such  a  thing,  told  them  the  Thought  was  Criminal, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  spoken  of  among  them,  w^hich 
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Reproof,  it  was  supposed,  cost  him  his  Life  afterwards. 
As  Gozo  and  his  Comrade  had  thus  Started  the  Thing 
at  a  Distance  before,  though  it  was  then  without 
Success,  yet  they  had  the  less  to  do  now,  when  other 
Discontents  had  raised  a  secret  Fire  in  the  Breasts 
of  the  Men  ;  for  now  being  as  it  were  mad  and  des- 
perate, with  Apprehensions  of  their  being  to  be 
severely  punished  by  the  Captain,  they  wanted  no 
Persuasions  to  come  into  the  most  wicked  Under- 
taking that  the  Devil  or  any  of  his  Angels  could 
propose  to  them ;  nor  do  we  find  that  upon  any  of 
their  Examinations  they  pretended  to  have  made 
any  Scrupks  of  or  Objections  to  the  Cruelty  of 
the  bloody  Attempt  that  was  to  be  made,  but  came 
to  it  at  once,  and  resolved  to  put  it  in  Execution 
immediately,  that  is  to  say,  the  same  Evening. 

It  was  the  Captain's  constant  Custom  to  call  all 
the  Ship's  Company  every  Night  at  eight  o'Clock 
into  the  great  Cabin  to  Prayers ;  and  then  the  Watch 
being  set,  one  went  upon  Deck,  and  the  other  turned 
in,  or  (as  the  Seamen  phrase  it)  went  to  their 
Hammocks  to  sleep,  and  here  they  concerted  their 
devilish  Plot  It  was  the  Turn  of  five  of  the  Con- 
spirators to  go  to  sleep,  and  of  these,  Gozo  and  Wil- 
liams were  two ;  the  three  who  were  to  be  upon  the 
Deck  were  Winter^  Rolson,  and  MchiUy  a  Scotchman. 
The  Persons  they  immediately  designed  for  De- 
struction were  four,  z'at.,  the  Captain,  the  Mate,  the 
Supercargo,  and  the  Surgeon,  whereof  all  but  the 
Captain  were  gone  to  sleep;  the  Captain  himself 
being  upon  the  Quarter- Deck.  Between  nine  and 
ten  at  Night,  all  being  quiet  and  secure,  and  the  poor 
Gentlemen  that  were  to  be  murdered  fast  asleep,  the 
Villains  that  were  below  gave  the  Watc/noord^  which 
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was,  Who  fires  fiext  ?  at  which  they  all  got  out  of 
their  Hammocks  with  as  little  Noise  as  they  could, 
and  going  in  the  Dark  to  the  Hammocks  of  the  chief 
Mate,  Supercargo,  and  Surgeon,  they  cut  all  their 
Throats.  The  Surgeon's  Throat  was  cut  so  effec- 
tually, that  he  could  struggle  very  little  with  them, 
but  leaping  out  of  his  Hammock,  ran  up  to  get  upon 
the  Deck,  holding  his  hand  upon  his  Throat,  but 
stumbled  at  the  Tiller,  and  falling  down  had  no  Breath, 
and  consequently  no  Strength  to  raise  himself,  but 
died  where  he  lay. 

The  Mate,  whose  Throat  was  cut,  but  not  his  Wind- 
pipe, had  struggled  so  vigorously  with  the  Villain  who 
attacked  him,  that  he  got  from  him  and  got  into  the 
Hold  ;  and  the  Supercargo,  in  the  same  Condition,  got 
forwards  between  Decks  under  some  Deals,  and  botli 
of  them  begged  with  the   most   moving  Cries  and 
Entreaties  for  their  Lives ;  and  when  nothing  could 
prevail,  they  begged  with  the  same  Earnestness  but 
for  a  few  Moments  to  pray  to  God,  and  recommend 
their  Souls  to  his  Mercy;  but  alike  in  vain,  for  the 
wretched  Murderers,    heated  with  Blood,  were  past 
Pity,  and  not  being  able  to  come  at  them  with  Knives, 
with  which  they  had  begun  the  Execution,  they  shot 
them  with  their  Pistols,  firing  several  Times  upo". 
each  of  them  till  they  found  they  were  quite  dead. 
As   all  this,  before  the  Firings,  could   not  be  done 
without  some  Noise,  the  Captain,  who  was  walkin;: 
alone  upon  the  Quarter-Deck,  called  out  and  asked 
what  was  the  Matter.     The  Boatswain,  who  sat  on 
After-bits,   and  was  not  of  the  Party,  answered  he 
could  not  tell,  but  was  afraid  there  was  somebodv 
overboard ;  upon  which  the  Captain  stepped  towards 
the  Ship  s  Side  to  look  over,  when  Winter^  Holsv-: 
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and  Jfe/viHy  coming  that  Moment  behind  him,  laid 
Hands  on  him,  and  lifting  him  up,  at  once  attempted 
to  throw  him  overboard  into  the  Sea ;  but  he,  being 
a  nimble,  strong  Man,  got  hold  of  the  Shrouds,  and 
struggled  so  hard  with  them  that  they  could  not 
break  his  Hold ;  but  turning  his  Head  to  look  behind 
him  to  see  who  he  had  to  deal  with,  one  of  them  cut 
his  Throat  with  a  broad  Dutch  Knife,  but  neither 
was  that  Wound  mortal ;  for  the  Captain  still  struggled 
with  them,  and  seeing  he  should  undoubtedly  be 
murdered,  he  constandy  cried  up  to  God  for  Mercy, 
for  he  found  there  was  none  to  be  expected  from 
them.  During  this  struggle,  another  of  the  Mur- 
derers stabbed  him  with  a  Knife  in  the  Back,  and 
that  with  such  a  Force,  that  the  Villain  could  not 
draw  the  Knife  out  again  to  repeat  his  Blow,  which 
he  would  otherwise  have  done. 

At  this  moment  Gaio  came  up  from  the  Butchery 
he  had  been  at  between  Decks,  and  seeing  the  Cap- 
tain still  alive,  he  went  close  up  to  him  and  shot  him 
(as  he  confessed)  with  a  Brace  of  Bullets.'  What 
Part  he  shot  him  in  could  not  be  known,  though  they 
said  that  he  shot  him  in  the  Head  ;  however,  he  had 
yet  Life  enough,  though  they  threw  him  overboard, 
to  take  hold  of  a  Rope,  and  would  still  have  saved 
himself,  but  they  cut  the  Rope,  and  then  he  fell  into 
the  Sea  and  was  seen  no  more.  Thus  they  finished 
the  Tragedy,  having  murdered  four  of  the  principal 
Men  of  Command  in  the  Ship,  so  that  there  was  now 
nobody  to  oppose  them ;  for  Gino  being  second  Mate 
and  Gunner,  the  command  fell  to  him  of  Course,  and 
the  Rest  of  the  Men  having  no  Arms  ready,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  get  at  any,  were  in  the  utmost  Con- 
sternation, expecting  they  would  go  on  with  the  Work 
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and  cut  all  their  Throats.     In  this  Fright  every  one 
shifted  for  himself.  As  for  those  who  were  upon  Deck, 
some  got  up  in  the  round  Tops,  others  got  into   the 
Ship's  Head,  resolving  to  throw  themselves  into  th^ 
Sea,  rather  than  to  be  mangled  with  Knives   and 
murdered  as  the  Captain  and  Mate,  &c.,  had  be^L 
Those  who  were  below,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  or 
whose  Turn  it  should  be  next,  lay  still  in  their  Ham- 
mocks expecting  Death  every  Moment,  and  not  dariiu; 
to  stir,  lest  the  Villains  should  think  they  did  it  in 
order  to  make  Resistance,  which  however  they  were 
in  no  way  capable  of  doing,  having  no  0>ncert  one 
with  another,  not  knowing  anything  as  to  who  was 
alive  or  who  was  dead ;  whereas  had   the  Captain, 
who  was  himself  a  bold  and  stout  Man,  been   in  his 
great  Cabin  with  three  or  four  Men  with  him,  and 
his  Fire-arms,  as  he  intended  to  have  had,  those 
eight  Fellows  had  never  been  able  to  have  done  their 
Work ;  but  every  Man  was  taken  unprovided,  and 
in  the  utmost  Surprise,  so  that  the  Murderers  met 
with  no  Resistance ;  and  as  for  those  that  were  left, 
they  were  less  able  to  make  Resistance  than  the 
other,  so  that,  as  has  been  said  they  were  in  the 
utmost   Terror   and    Amazement,   expecting  ever)' 
Minute  to  be  murdered  as  the  Rest  had  been. 

But  the  Villains  had  done ;  the  Persons  who  had 
any  Command  were  despatched ;  so  they  cooled  a 
little  as  to  Blood  The  first  thing  they  did  afterwards 
'  was  to  call  up  all  the  eight  upon  the  Quarter-Deck. 
where  they  congratulated  one  another,  and  shook 
Hands  together,  engaging  to  proceed  by  joint  Consent 
in  their  Design,  that  is,  of  turning  Pirates ;  in  order 
to  which  they  unanimously  chose  Gow  to  command 
the  Ship,  promising  all  Subjection  and  Obedience  to 
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his  Orders  (so  that  we  must  now  call  him  Capt  Gow)  : 
and  he  by  the  same  Consent  of  the  Rest,  named 
JJ''z//iafns  his    Lieutenant;  other   Officers  they  ap- 
pointed  afterwards.      The  first  Order  they  issued 
was  to  let  all  the  Rest  of  the  Men  know,  that  if  they 
continued  quiet,  and  offered  not  to  meddle  with  any 
of  their  Affairs,  they  should  receive  no  Hurt ;  but 
chiefly  forbid  any  Man  to  set  a  Foot  abaft  the  Main-  . 
Mast  except  they  were  called  to  the  Helm,  upon  pain 
of  being  immediately  cut  in  Pieces  ;  keeping  for  that 
Purpose  one  Man  at  the  Steerage  Door,  and  one 
upon   the   Quarter-Deck,  with   drawn  Cutlasses   in 
their  Hands ;  but  there  was  no  need  for  it,  for  the 
Men  were  so  terrified  with  the  bloody  Doings  they 
had  seen,  that  they  never  offered  to  come  in  Sight 
until  they  were  called. 

Their  next  Work  was  to  throw  the  three  dead 
Bodies  of  the  Mate,  the  Surgeon,  and  the  Supercargo, 
overboard,  which  they  said  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
was  soon  done,  their  Pockets  being  first  searched 
and  rifled ;  from  thence  they  went  to  work  with  the 
great  Cabin,  and  with  all  the  Lockers,  Chests,  Boxes, 
and  Trunks ;  these  they  broke  open  and  rifled,  that 
is,  such  of  them  as  belonged  to  the  murdered  Persons, 
and  whatever  they  found  there  they  shared  among 
themselves.  When  they  had  done  this,  they  called 
for  Liquor,  and  sat  down  to  drinking  until  Morning, 
leaving  the  Men  (as  above)  to  guard  the  Arms ; 
but  relieved  them  from  Time  to  Time  as  they  saw 
Occasion.  By  this  Time  they  had  drawn  in  four 
more  of  the  Men  to  approve  of  what  they  had  done, 
and  promise  to  join  with  them,  so  that  now  they  were 
twelve  in  Number,  and  being  but  twenty-four  at  first, 
whereof  four  were  murdered,  they  had  but  eight  Men 
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to  be  apprehensive  oC  and  those  they  could  easily 
look  after.  So  the  next  Day  they  sent  for  them  a!: 
to  appear  before  their  new  Captain,  where  they  were 
told  by  Gow  what  his  Resolution  was,  z^/r.,  to  go  a 
cruising,  or  to  go  upon  the  Account  that  if  they  were 
willing  to  join  with  them,  and  go  into  their  Measures, 
they  should  be  well  used,  and  there  should  be  no 
Distinction  among  them,  but  they  should  all  fare 
alike ;  that  they  had  been  forced  by  the  barbarous 
usage  of  Ferneau  to  do  what  they  had  done,  but  that 
now  there  was  no  looking  back,  and  therefore  as  they 
had  not  been  concerned  in  what  was  past,  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  act  in  Concert,  do  their  Duty  as 
Sailors,  and  obey  Orders  for  the  Good  of  the  Ship, 
and  no  Harm  should  come  to  any  of  them. 

As  they  all  looked  like  condemned  Prisoners 
brought  up  to  the  Bar  to  receive  Sentence  of  Death, 
so  they  all  answered  by  a  profound  Silence,  which 
Gow  took  as  they  meant  it,  viz.^  for  a  Consent,  be- 
cause they  durst  not  refuse ;  so  they  were  then  per- 
mitted to  go  up  and  down  everywhere  as  they  used 
to  do,  though  such  of  them  as  sometimes  afterwards 
showed  any  reluctance  to  act  as  Principals,  were  never 
trusted,  always  suspected,  and  often  severely  beaten, 
and  some  of  them  were  in  many  ways  inhumanly 
treated,  and  that  particularly  by  Williams,  the  Lieu- 
tenant, who  was  in  his  Nature  a  merciless,  cruel,  and 
inexorable  Wretch,  as  we  shall  have  Occasion  to  take 
Notice  of  again  in  its  Place.  They  were  now  in  a 
new  Circumstance  of  Life,  and  acting  upon  a  different 
Stage  of  Business,  though  upon  the  same  Stage  as  to 
the  Element,  the  Water.  Before  they  were  a  Mer- 
chant Ship  loaden  upon  a  good  Account,  with  Mer- 
chants' Goods  from  the  Coast  oi  Barbary,  and  bound 
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to  the  Coast  of  Italy ;  but  they  were  now  a  Crew  of 
Pirates,  or  as  they  call  them  in  the  Levant,  Corsairs^ 
bound  nowhere,  but  to  look  out  for  Purchase  and 
Spoil  wherever  they  could  find  it  In  Pursuit  of 
this  \ricked  Trade,  they  first  changed  the  Name  of 
the  Ship,  which  was  before  called  the  George  Galley, 
and  which  they  now  called  the  Revaige,  a  Name  in- 
deed suitable  to  the  bloody  Steps  they  had  taken. 
In  the  next  Place  they  made  the  best  of  the  Ship's 
Forces;  the  Ship  had  but  twelve  Guns  mounted 
when  they  came  out  o{  Holland ;  but  as  they  had  six 
more  good  Guns  in  the  Hold,  with  Carriages  and 
everything  proper  for  Service  in  Store  (because  being 
freiirhted  for  the  Dutch  Merchants,  and  the  Alo^erines 
being  at  War  with  the  Dutch,  they  supposed  they 
might  want  them  for  Defence),  now  they  took  care 
to  mount  them  for  a  much  worse  Design,  so  that  now 
they  had  eighteen  Guns,  though  too  many  for  the 
Number  of  Hands  they  had  on  Board. 

In  the  third  Place,  instead  of  pursuing  their  Voyage 
to  Genoa  with  the  Ship's  Cargo,  they  took  a  clear 
contrarj*  Course,  and  resolved  to  station  themselves 
upon  the  Coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  cruise 
upon  all  Nations:  but  what  they  chiefly  aimed  at 
was  a  Ship  with  Wine  if  possible,  for  that  they  wanted 
extremely.  The  first  Prize  they  took  was  an  English 
Sloop,  belonging  to  Pool,  Thomas  Wise  Commander, 
bound  from  Neivfonndland  with  Fish  for  Cadiz. 
This  was  a  Prize  of  no  \'alue  to  them,  for  they  knew 
not  what  to  do  with  the  Fish ;  so  they  took  out  the 
Master,  Mr.  Wise,  and  his  Men,  who  were  but  five 
:n  Number,  with  their  Anchors,  Cables,  and  Sails, 
and  what  else  they  found  worth  taking,  and  sunk  the 
\'esseL     The   next  Prize    they  took   was   a  Scotch 
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Vessel,  bound  from  Glasgow  with  Herrings  and  Sal- 
mon from  thence  to  GenoUy  and  commanded  by  one 
Mr.  yohn  Somerville,  of  Port  Pdtrick.  This  Vessel 
was  likewise  of  little  Value  to  them,  except  that  they  ' 
took  out,  as  they  had  done  from  the  other,  their 
Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothes,  Provisions,  Sails,  An- 
chors, Cables,  &c,,  and  everything  of  Value,  and  sunk 
her  too  as  they  had  done  the  Sloop.  The  Reason 
they  gave  for  sinking  these  two  Vessels  was  to  pre- 
vent their  being  discovered ;  for  as  they  were  now 
cruising  on  the  Coast  of  Portugal^  had  they  let  their . 
Ships  have  gone  with  several  of  their  Men  on  Board, 
they  would  presently  have  stood  in  for  Shore,  and 
have  given  the  Alarm;  and  the  Men-of-War,  of 
which  there  were  several,  as  well  Dutch  as  English. 
in  the  River  o{  Lisbon,  w.ould  presently  have  put  out 
to  Sea  in  quest  of  them  ;  and  they  were  very  unwill- 
ing to  leave  the  Coast  of  Portugal  until  they  had  got 
a  Ship  with  Wine,  which  they  very  much  wanted. 

They  cruised  eight  or  ten  Days  after  this,  without 
seeing  so  much  as  one  Vessel  upon  the  Seas,  and 
were  just  resolving  to  stand  more  to  the  Northward 
to  the  Coast  of  Gallitia,  when  they  descried  a  Sail 
to  the  Southward,  being  a  Ship  about  as  big  as  their 
own,  though  they  could  not  perceive  what  Force  she 
had.  However,  they  gave  Chase,  and  the  Vessel 
perceiving  it,  crowded  from  them  with  all  the  Sail 
they  could  make,  hoisting  up  French  Colours,  and 
standing  away  to  the  Southward.  They  continued 
the  Chase  three  Days  and  Nights,  and  though  they 
did  not  gain  much  upon  her,  the  Frenchman  sailing 
very  well,  yet  they  kept  her  in  Sight  all  the  while, 
and  for  the  most  part  within  Gun-shot.  But  the 
third  Night  the  Weather  proving  a  little  hazy,  the 
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Frenchman  changed  his  Course  in  the  Night,  and  so 
gnot  dear  of  them ;  and  good  Reason  they  had  to  bless 
themselves  in  the  Escape  they  had  made,  if  they  had 
but  known  what  a  dreadful  Crew  of  Rogues  they  had 
fallen  among  if  they  had  been  taken.  They  were 
now  gotten  a  long  way  to  the  Southward,  and  being 
greatly  disappointed,  and  in  want  of  Water  as  well  as 
Wine,  they  resolved  to  stand  away  for  the  Madeiras, 
which  they  knew  was  not  far  off;  so  they  accordingly 
made  the  Island  in  two  Daj-s,  and  keeping  a  large 
Otting.  they  cruised  for  three  or  four  Daj-s  more,  ex- 
pecting to  meet  with  some  Portugnese  Vessel  going  in 
or  coming  out ;  but  it  was  in  vain,  for  nothing  stirred. 
So  tired  with  expecting,  they  stood  in  for  the  Road, 
and  came  to  an  Anchor,  though  at  a  great  Distance. 
Then  they  sent  their  Boat  towards  the  Shore  with 
seven  Men,  all  well  armed,  to  see  whether  it  might 
not  be  practicable  to  board  one  of  the  Ships  in  the 
Road«  and  cutting  her  away  from  her  Anchors,  bring 
her  off,  or  if  they  found  that  could  not  be  done,  then 
their  Orders  were  to  intercept  some  of  the  Boats  be- 
longing to  the  Place,  which  carry-  Wines  off  on  Board 
the  Ships  in  the  Road,  or  from  one  Place  to  another 
on  the  Coast ;  but  they  came  back  again  disappointed 
in  both,  everj'body  being  alarmed  and  aware  of  them, 
knowing  by  their  Posture  what  they  were. 

Having  thus  spent  several  Day's  to  no  Purpose, 
and  finding  themselves  discovered,  and  at  last  being 
apparendy  under  a  Necessity'  to  make  an  Attempt 
somewhere,  they  stood  away  for  Porto  Santa,  about 
ten  Leagues  to  the  Windward  of  the  JAu/eiras,  and 
belonging  also  to  the  Porta^iese.  Here  putting  up 
British  Colours,  they  sent  their  Boat  ashore  with 
Captain  Somerzilles  Bill  of  Health  and  a  Present  to 
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the  Governor  of  three  Barrels  of  Salmon  and  s:.'. 
Barrels  of  Herrings,  and  a  very  civil  Message,  desir- 
ing leave  to  water,  and  to  buy  some  Refreshments, 

pretending  to  be  bound  to .     The  Govern-:,  r 

very  courteously  granted  their  Desire,  but  with  more 
Courtesy  than  Discretion  went  off  himself  with  about 
nine  or  ten  of  his  principal  People,  to  pay  the  Engli:'. 
Captain  a  V^isit,  little  thinking  what  a  kind  of  a  Captain 
it  was  they  were  going  to  compliment,  and  what  Pric^ 
it  might  have  cost  them.  However  Gow^  handsome' y 
dressed,  received  them  with  some  Ceremony,  an  i 
entertained  them  tolerably  well  for  a  while;  but  th- 
Governor  having  been  kept  as  long  by  Civility-  2^ 
they  could,  and  the  Refreshments  from  the  Shor-i: 
not  appearing,  he  was  forced  to  unmask,  and  wher. 
the  Governor  and  his  Company  rose  up  to  take  thetr 
Leaves,  they  were  to  their  great  Surprise  suddenly 
surrounded  with  a  Gang  of  Fellows  with  Musqueif 
and  an  Officer  at  the  Head  of  them,  who  told  the^- 
in  so  many  Words  they  were  the  Captain's  Prisoner^ 
and  must  not  think  of  going  on  Shore  any  mor-r 
until  the  Water  and  Provisions  which  were  promisei 
should  come  on  Board. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  Consternation  ar.  I 
Surprise  the  PortJigjiese  Gentr>'  were  in ;  nor  is  :: 
very  decently  to  be  expressed.  The  poor  Governor 
was  so  much  more  than  half  dead  with  the  Fric^hr. 
that  he  really  befouled  himself  in  a  piteous  Manner : 
and  the  Rest  were  in  not  much  better  Condition. 
They  trembled,  cried,  begged,  crossed  themselves, 
and  said  their  Prayers  as  >Ien  going  to  Execution : 
but  it  was  all  one.  They  were  told  flady  the  Captain 
was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  that  the  Ship  was  in  want 
of  Provisions,  and  they  would  have  them,  or  they 
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should  carry  them  all  away.  They  were,  however, 
well  enough  treated,  except  the  Restraint  of  their 
Persons,  and  were  often  asked  to  refresh  themselves  ; 
but  they  would  neither  Eat  nor  Drink  any  more  all 
the  while  they  stayed  on  Board,  which  was  -till  the 
next  Day  in  the  Evening,  when  to  their  great  Satis- 
faction they  saw  a  great  Boat  come  off  from  the  Fort, 
and  which  came  direcdy  to  the  Ship  with  seven  Butts 
of  Water,  a  Cow  and  Calf,  and  a  good  Number  of 
Fowls.  When  the  Boat  came  up  to  the  Ship,  and 
the  Stores  were  delivered,  Captain  Gow  complimented 
the  Governor  and  his  Gentlemen,  and  discharged 
them  to  their  great  Joy ;  and  besides  that  gave  them 
in  return  for  their  Provisions  twoCerons  of  Bees'- Wax, 
and  fired  them  three  Guns  at  their  going  away.  It 
is  to  be  supposed  they  would  have  a  Care  how  they 
went  on  Board  of  any  Ship  again,  in  Compliment  to 
their  Captain,  unless  they  were  very  sure  who  they 
were.  Having  had  no  better  Success  in  this  out-of- 
the-way  run  to  the  Madeiras,  they  resolved  to  make 
the  best  of  their  way  back  again  to  the  Coast  of  Spain 
or  Portugal.  They  accordingly  left  Porto  Santa  the 
next  Morning  with  a  fair  Wind,  standing  direcdy  for 
Cape  Sl  Vifuent,  or  the  Southward  Cape. 

They  had  not  been  upon  the  Coast  of  Spain  above 
X^xo  or  three  Days,  before  they  met  with  a  A^rtO-Eng- 

/<?//// Ship, CrosSy  Commander,  laden  with  Staves, 

and  bound  for  Lisbon,  being  to  load  there  with  Wine 
for  London.  This  was  a  Prize  also  of  no  value  to 
them,  and  they  began  to  be  very  much  discouraged 
with  their  bad  Fortune.  However,  they  took  out 
CapL  Cross  and  his  Men,  which  were  seven  or  eight 
in  Number,  with  most  of  the  Provisions  and  some  of 
the  Sails,  and  gave  the  Ship  to  Captain  Wise,  the 


4o6  The  Life  of 

Pool  Man,  whom  they  took  at  first  in  a  Sloop  frorr. 
Newfoundland;  and  in  order  to  pay  Wise  aund  hi- 
Men  for  what  they  took  from  them,  and  make  therr. 
Satisfaction,  as  they  called  it,  they  gave  to  Captair. 
Wise  and  his  Mate  twenty-four  Cerons  of  Wax,  an  I 
to  his  Men,  who  were  four  in  Number,  two  Cerons 
of  Wax  each ;  thus  they  pretended  Honesty,  and  t : 
make  Reparation  of  Damages  by  giving  them  th-r 
Goods  which  they  had  robbed  the  Dutch  Merdiants 
of,  whose  Supercargo  they  had  murdered.  Thr 
Day  before  the  Division  of  the  Spoil,  they  saw  a 
large  Ship  to  Windward,  which  at  first  put  them  int  i 
some  Surprise,  for  she  came  bearing  down  direcil% 
upon  them,  and  they  thought  she  had  been  a  Portu- 
guese Man-of-War,  but  they  found  soon  after  that  it 
was  a  Merchant  Ship,  had  French  Colours,  and  bound 
Home,  as  they  supposed  from  the  West-Indies ;  ani 
so  it  was,  for  they  afterwards  learned  that  ^e  was 
laden  at  Martinico  and  bound  for  Rochelle.  The 
Frenchman  not  fearing  them,  came  on  laige  to  the 
Wind,  being  a  Ship  of  much  greater  Force  than 
Gows  Ship,  carrying  thirty-two  Guns  and  eighth- 
Men,  besides  a  great  many  Passengers.  However. 
Gow  at  first  made  as  if  he  would  lie  by  for  them,  but 
seeing  plainly  what  a  Ship  it  was,  and  that  they 
should  have  their  Hands  full  of  her,  b^[an  to  consider, 
and  calling  his  Men  all  together  upon  the  Deck,  told 
them  his  Mind,  viz.^  that  the  Frenchman  was  ^ 
parendy  superior  in  Force  every  way,  that  they  were 
but  ill  manned,  and  had  a  great  many  Prisoners  on 
Board,  and  that  some  of  their  own  People  were  not 
very  well  to  be  trusted,  that  six  of  their  best  Hands 
were  on  board  the  Prize,  and  that  all  they  had  left 
were  not  sufficient  to  ply  their  Guns  and  stand  by 
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the  Sails ;  and  that  therefore,  as  they  were  under  no 
Necessity  to  engage,  so  he  thought  it  would  be  next 
to  Madness  to  think  of  it. 

The  Generality  of  the  Men  were  of  Gows  Mind, 
and  agreed  to  decline  the  Fight ;  but  Williams,  his 
Lieutenant,  strenuously  opposed  it,  and  being  not  to 
be  appeased  by  all  that  Gow  could  say  to  him,  or  any 
one  else,  flew  out  into  a  Rage  at  Gow,  upbraiding 
him  with  being  a  Coward,  and  not  fit  to  command 
a  Ship  of  Force.  The  Truth  is,  Gows  Reasoning 
was  good,  and  the  Thing  was  just,  considering  their 
own  Condition;  but  Williams  was  a  Fellow  in- 
capable of  any  solid  Thinking,  had  a  kind  of  a  savage, 
brutal  Courage,  but  nothing  of  true  Bravery  in  him ; 
and  this  made  him  the  most  desperate  and  outrageous 
Villain  in  the  World,  and  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman 
to  those  whose  Disaster  it  was  to  fall  into  his  Hands, 
as  had  frequendy  appeared  in  his  Usage  of  the  Pri- 
soners under  his  Power  in  this  very  Voyage.  Gow 
was  a  Man  of  Temper,  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
ill  Language  Williams  gav^  him,  said  little  or  nothing 
but  by  way  of  Argument  against  attacking  the  French 
Ship,  which  would  certainly  have  been  too  strong  for 
them  ;  but  this  provoked  Williams  the  more,  and  he 
grew  to  such  an  extraordinary  Height,  that  he  de- 
manded boldly  of  Gow  to  give  his  Orders  for  fighting, 
which  Gow  declining  still,  Williams  presented  his 
Pistol  at  him,  and  snapped  it,  but  it  did  not  go  off, 
which  enraged  him  the  more. 

Winter  and  Peterson  standing  nearest  to  Williams, 
and  seeing  him  so  furious,  flew  at  him  immediately, 
and  each  of  them  fired  a  Pistol  at  him  ;  one  shot  him 
through  the  Arm,  and  the  other  into  his  Belly,  at 
which  he  fell,  and  the  Men  about  him  laid  hold  of 
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him  to  throw  him  overboard,  believing  he  was  dead 
but  as  they  lifted  him  up,  he  started  violently  out  « 
their  Hands,  and  leaped  directly  into  the  HcJd,  and 
from  thence  ran  desperately  into  the.  Powder- Rooir^ 
with  his  Pistol  cocked  in  his  Hand,  swearing  he  wou2d 
blow  them  all  up,  and  had  certainly  done  it,  if  the>' 
had  not  seized  him  just  as  he  had  gotten  the  Scuttle 
open,  and  was  that  Moment  going  to  put  his  hdlisr 
Resolution '  in  Practice.  Having  thus  secured  th^: 
distracted,  raving  Creature,  they  carried  him  forward 
to  the  Place  which  they  had  made  on  Purpose  between 
Decks  to  secure  their  Prisoners,  and  put  him  in 
amongst  them,  having  first  loaded  him  w^ith  Ircms. 
and  particularly  handcuffed  him  with  his  Hands 
behind  him  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  other  Prisoners, 
who  knowing  what  a  butcherly,  furious  Fellow  hewas, 
were  terrified  to  the  last  Degree  to  see  him  come  in 
among  them,  till  they  beheld  the  Condition  he  came 
in.  He  was  indeed  the  Terror  of  all  the  Prisoners, 
for  he  usually  treated  them  in  a  barbarous  Manner. 
without  the  least  Provocation,  and  merely  for  his 
Humour ;  presenting  Pistols  to  their  Breasts,  swearin:: 
he  would  shoot  them  that  Moment,  and  then  would 
beat  them  unmercifully,  and  all  for  his  Diversion, 
as  he  called  it  Having  thus  l^d  him  fast,  tfaey 
presently  resolved  to  stand  away  to  the  Westward, 
by  which  they  quitted  the  Martinico  Ship,  who  by 
that  Time  was  come  nearer  to  them,  and  farther 
convinced  them  they  were  in  no  Condition  to  have 
engaged  her,  for  she  was  a  stout  Ship,  and  full  of 
Men. 

All  this  happened  just  the  Day  before  they  shared 
their  last  Prize  among  the  Prisoners,  in  which  they 
put  on  such  a    Mock- Face  of  doing  Justice  to  the 


Captain  Gow,  a  Pirate,  &c.  409 

several  Captains  and  Mates,  and  other  Men,  their 
Prisoners,  whose  Ships  they  had  taken  away,  and  to 
whom  now  they  made  Reparation,  by  giving  them 
what  they  had  taken  violently  from  another,  that 
it  was  a  strange  Medley  of  Mock-Justice  made  up 
of  Rapine  and  Generosity  blended  together.  Two 
Days  after  this  they  took  a  Bristol  Ship  bound  from 
JSlewfoundland  to  Oporto  with  Fish ;  they  let  her 
Cai^o  alone,  for  they  had  no  Occasion  for  Fish,  but 
they  took  out  almost  all  their  Provisions,  all  the  Am- 
munition, Arms,  etc.^  all  her  good  Sails,  also  her  best 
Cables,  and  forced  two  of  her  Men  to  go  away  with 
them,  and  then  put  ten  of  the  Fretuhtnen  on  board 
her  and  let  her  go.  But  just  as  they  were  parting 
with  her,  they  consulted  together  what  to  do  with 
Williams  the  Lieutenant,  who  was  then  among  the 
Prisoners,  and  in  Irons ;  and  after  a  short  Debate, 
they  resolved  to  put  him  on  Board  the  Bristol  Ship, 
and  send  him  away  too,  which  accordingly  was  done, 
with  Directions  to  the  Master  to  deliver  him  on  Board 
the  first  English  Man-of-War  they  should  meet  with, 
in  order  to  his  being  hanged  for  a  Pirate  (so  they 
jeeringly  called  him)  as  soon  as  he  came  to  England^ 
giving  the  Master  an  Account  of  some  of  his 
Villanies.  The  Truth  is,  this  Williams  was  a 
Monster  rather  than  a  Man  ;  he  was  the  most  inhuman, 
bloody,  and  desperate  Creature  that  the  World. could 
produce ;  he  was  even  too  wicked  for  Gow  and  all 
his  Crew,  though  they  were  Pirates  and  Murderers, 
as  has  been  shewn ;  his  Temper  was  so  savage,  so 
villanous,  so  merciless,  that  even  the  Pirates  them- 
selves told  him  it  was  Time  he  was  hanged  out  of 
the  Way. 
One  Instance  of  the  Barbarity  of  Williams  cannot 
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be  omitted,  and  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  all  that 
can  be  said  of  him,  namely,  that  when  Gow  gave  i: 
as  a  Reason  against  engaging  with  the  Martinico 
Ship,  that  he  had  a  great  many  Prisoners  on  Board 
and  some  of  their  own  Men  that  they  could  not 
depend  upon,  Williams  proposed  to  have  them  all 
called  up  one  by  one,  and  to  cut  their  Throats  and 
throw  them  overboard ;  a  Proposal  so  horrid,  that 
the  worst  of  the  Crew  shook  their  Heads  at  it ;  yet 
Goto  answered  him  very  handsomely,  that  there  had 
been  too  much  Blood  spilt  already.  This  Refusal 
heightened  the  Quarrel,  and  was  the  chief  Occasion 
of  his  offering  to  Pistol  Gow  himself ;  after  which  his 
Behaviour  was  such  as  made  all  the  Ship's  Crew 
resolve  to  be  rid  of  him ;  and  it  was  thought  if  they 
had  not  had  an  Opportunity  to  send  him  away  as 
they  did  by  the  Bristol  Ship,  they  would  have  been 
obliged  to  have  hanged  him  themselves.  The  cruel 
and  butcherly  Temper  of  Williams  being  carried  to 
such  a  Height,  and  so  near  to  the  Ruin  of  them  all. 
shocked  some  of  them,  and  as  they  acknowledged 
gave  some  Check  in  the  Heat  of  their  wicked 
Progress,  and  had  they  had  an  Opportunity  to  have 
gone  on  Shore  at  that  Time,  without  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  Justice,  it  is  believed  the  greater  Part  of 
them  would  have  abandoned^  the  Ship,  and  perhaps 
the  Trade  of  a  Pirate  too.  But  they  had  dipped 
their  Hands  in  Blood,  and  Heaven  had  no  doubt 
determined  to  bring  them,  that  is  the  chief  of  them, 
to  the  Gallows  for  it,  as  indeed  they  all  deserved,  so 
they  went  on.  When  they  put  Williams  on  Board 
the  Bristol  Ship,  and  he  was  told  what  Directions 
they  gave  with  him,  he  began  to  relent,  and  made 
all  the   Intercession  he  could  to  Captain  Gow  for 
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Pardon,  or  at  least  not  to  be  put  on  Board  the  Ship, 
knowing  if  he  was  carried  to  Lisbon  he  should  meet 
^4th  his  Due  from  the  Portuguese^  if  not  from  the 
jEngtish  ;  for  it  seems  he  had  been  concerned  in  some 
Villainies  among  the  Portuguese^  before  he  came  on 
board  the  George  Galley.  What  they  were  he  did 
not  confess,  nor  indeed  does  his  own  Ship's  Crew 
trouble  themselves  to  examine  him  about  it  He 
had  been  wicked  enough  among  them,  and  it  was 
sufficient  to  make  them  use  him  as  they  did ;  it  was 
more  to  be  wondered,  indeed,  they  did  not  cut  him  in 
Pieces  upon  the  Spot,  and  throw  him  into  the  Sea, 
half  on  one  Side  of  the  Ship,  and  half  on  the  other ; 
for  there  was  scarce  a  Man  in  the  Ship  but  on  one 
Occasion  or  other  had  some  Apprehensions  of  him, 
and  might  be  said  to  go  in  Danger  of  his  Life  from 
him. 

But  they  chose  to  shift  their  Hands  of  him  this 
bloodless  way;  so  they  double  fettered  him,  and 
brought  him  up.  When  they  brought  him  out 
among  the  Men,  he  begged  they  would  throw  him 
into  the  Sea  and  drown  him ;  then  entreated  for  his 
Life  with  a  Meanness  which  made  them  despise  him, 
and  with  Tears,  so  that  one  Time  they  began  to 
relent ;  but  then  the  devilish  Temper  of  the  Fellow 
over-ruled  it  again;  so  at  last  they  resolved  to  let 
him  go,  and  did  accordingly  put  him  on  Board,  and 
gave  him  many  a  hearty  Curse  at  parting,  wishing 
him  a  good  Voyage  to  the  Gallows,  which  was  made 
good  afterwards,  though  in  such  Company  as  they 
litde  thought  of  at  that  Time.  The  Bristol  Captain 
was  very  just  to  them  ;  for,  according  to  their  Orders, 
as  soon  as  they  came  to  Lisbon,  he  was  put  on  Board 
the  Argyle,  one  of  His  Majest>*s  Ships,  Captain 
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Bowles  Commander,  then   lying  in  the   Tagus,  and 
bound  for  England,  in  which  he  was.  accordingly 
brought   home,    though,   as    it    happened,    Heaven 
brought  the  Captain  and  the  Rest  of  the  Crew  so 
quickly  to  the  End  of  all  their  Villanies,  that  they  all 
came  home  in  Time  enough  to  be  hanged  with  their 
Lieutenant.     But  to  return  to  Gow  and  his  Crew. 
Having  thus  dismissed  the  Bristol  Man,  and  cleared 
his  Hands  of  most  of  his  Prisoners,  he  with  the  same 
wicked  Generosity  gave  the  Bristol  Captain  thirteen 
Cerons  of  Bees'-Wax,  as  a  Gratuity  for  his  Trouble 
and  Charge  with  the  Prisoners,  and  in  Recompense, 
as  he  called  it,  for  the  Goods  he  had  taken  from  him» 
and  so  they  parted. 

This  was  the  last  Prize  they  took,  not  only  on  the 
Coast  of  Portugal,  but  any  where  else ;  for  Gow,  who, 
to  give  him  his  Due,  was  a  Fellow  of  Counsel,  and 
had  great  Presence  of  Mind  in  Cases  of  Exigence, 
considered  that  as  soon  as  the  Bristol  Ship  came 
into  the  River  of  Lisbon,  they  would  certainly  give 
an  Account  of  them,  as  well  of  their  Strength  as  ol 
the  Station  in  which  they  cruised  ;  and  that  con- 
sequently the  English  Men-of-War,  of  which  there 
are  generally  some  in  that  River,  would  immediate]}* 
come  abroad  to  look  for  them.  So  he  began  to 
Reason  with  his  Officers,  that  now  the  Coast  of  Por- 
tugal v^ovXil  be  no  proper  Place  at  all  for  them,  uiv 
less  they  resolved  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  s^w. 
Men-of-War,  and  they  ought  to  consider  immediatel} 
what  to  do.  In  these  Debates  some  advised  on- 
Thing,  some  another,  as  is  usual  in  like  Cases ;  som.. 
were  for  going  to  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  where  (as  thc\ 
said)  there  was  Purchase  enough,  and  very  ric: 
Ships   to   be   taken ;  others  were   for  going  to  th- 
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JVest-IndkSy  and  to  cruise  among  the  Islands,  and 
take  up  their  Station  at  Tobago ;  others,  and  that  not 
those  of  the  most  ignorant,  proposed  the  standing  in 
to  the  Bay  of  MexicOy  and  to  join  in  with  some  of  a 
new  Sort  of  Pirates  at  St  yago  de  la  Cuba,  who  are 
all  Spaniards,  and  called  themselves  Guarda  del 
Coasta,  that  is,  Guard-ships  for  t/ie  Coast,  but  under 
that  Pretence  made  Prizes  of  Ships  of  all  Nations, 
and  sometimes  even  of  their  own  Countrymen,  but 
especially  of  the  English  ;  but  when  this  was  proposed 
it  was  answered,  they  durst  not  trust  the  Spaniards. 

Others  said  they  should  go  first  to  the  Islands  of 
Xew-Providence,  or  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Gulf  of 
Florida,  and  then  cruising  on  the  Coast  of  North- 
America,  and  making  their  Retreat  at  Ncio-Proz*idence, 
cruise  from  the  Gulf  o{  Florida  North  upon  the  Coast 
of  Carolina^  and  as  high  as  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 
But  nothing  could  be  resolved  on ;  till  at  last  Gozif 
let  them  into  the  Secret  of  a  Project,  which,  as  he 
told  them,  he  had  long  had  in  his  Thoughts,  and 
which  was  to  go  away  to  the  North  of  Scotlaftd,  near 
the  Coast  of  which,  as  he  said,  he  was  bom  and  bred ; 
and  where  he  said,  if  they  met  with  no  Purchase  upon 
the  Sea,  he  could  tell  them  how  they  should  enrich 
themselves  by  going  on  Shore.  To  bring  them  to 
concur  with  this  Design,  he  represented  the  Danger 
they  were  in  where  they  were,  the  Want  they  were 
in  of  fresh  Water,  and  of  several  Kinds  of  Provisions, 
but  above  all,  the  Necessity  they  were  in  of  careening 
and  cleaning  their  Ship ;  that  it  was  too  long  a 
Run  for  them  to  go  to  the  Southward ;  and  that  they 
had  not  Provisions  to  serve  them  till  they  could 
reach  to  any  Place  proper  for  that  Purpose ;  and 
they  might  be  driven  to  the  utmost  Distress  if  they 
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should    be    prevented    from   Watering,    either    by 
Weather  or  Enemies. 

Also  he  told  them,  if  any  of  the  Men-of-War  came 
out  in  search  of  them,  they  would  never  imag-ine 
they  were  gone  away  to  the  Northward,  so  that 
their  Run  that  Way  was  perfectly  secure;  and  he 
could  assure  them  of  his  own  Knowledge,  that  if 
they  landed  in  such  Places  as  he  should  direct,  they 
could  not  fail  of  a  considerable  Booty  in  plundering 
some  Gentlemen's  Houses,  who  lived  unguarded 
very  near  the  Shore ;  and  that  though  the  Countr)- 
should  be  alarmed,  yet  before  the  Government  could 
send  any  Men-of-War  to  attack  them,  they  might 
clean  their  Ship,  lay  in  a  Store  of  fresh  Provisions, 
and  be  gone;  and  beside  that  they  would  get  a 
good  many  stout  Fellows  to  go  along  with  them, 
upon  his  Encouragement,  so  that  they  should  be 
better  manned  than  they  were  yet,  and  should  be 
ready  against  all  Events.  These  Arguments  and 
their  approaching  Fate  concurring,  had  a  sufficient 
Influence  on  the  Ship's  Company  to  prevail  on  them 
to  consent ;  so  they  made  the  best  of  their  Way  to 
the  Northward,  and  about  the  Middle  of  January 
they  arrived  at  Carristoun  in  the  Isles  of  Orkney, 
and  came  to  an  Anchor  in  a  Place  which  Gow  told 
them  was  safe  Riding  under  the  Lee  of  a  small 
Island  at  some  Distance  from  the  Port 

But  now  their  Misfortunes  began  to  come  on,  and 
things  looked  with  but  an  indifferent  Aspect  upon 
them ;  for  several  of  their  Men,  especially  such  of 
them  as  had  been  forced  or  decoyed  into  their 
Service,  began  to  think  of  making  their  Escape,  and 
to  cast  about  for  Means  to  bring  it  to  pass.  Tht 
first  was  a  young  Man,  who  was  originally  one  of  the 


Captain  Gow,  a  Pirate,  &c.  415 

Ship's  Company,  but  was  forced  by  Fear  of  being 
Murdered  (as  has  been  observed)  to  give  a  silent 
Assent  to  go  with  them.  He  took  an  opportunity  to 
get  away. 

It  was  one  Evening  when   the    Boat  went  on 
Shore  (for  they  kept  a  civil  Correspondence  with  the 
People  of  the  Town),  this  young  Fellow  being  one  of 
the  Ship's  Crew,  and  having  been  several  Times  on 
Shore  before,  and  therefore  not  suspected,  gave  them 
the  Slip  and  got  away  to  a  Farm- House,  which  lay 
under  a  Hill  out  of  Sight;  and   there,  for  two  or 
three  Pieces  of  Eight,  he  got  a  Horse,  and  by  that 
Means  escaped   to  Kirkwall^  a  Market-Town  and 
chief  of  the  Orkneys^  about  twelve  Miles  from  the 
Place  where  the  Ship  lay.     As  soon  as  he  came 
there,  he  surrendered  himself  to  the  Government, 
desiring  Protection,  and  informed  them  who    G(m> 
was,  and  what  the  Ship's  Crew  were,  and  upon  what 
Business  they  were  abroad,  with  what  else  he  knew 
of  their  Designs,  as  to  plundering  the  Gendemen's 
Houses,  &C.  upon  which  diey  immediately  raised  the 
Countr>%   and   got  a  Strength   together   to  defend 
themselves.     But  the   next  Disaster  that  attended 
them  w^as  (for  Misfortunes  seldom  come  alone)  more 
fatal  than  this,  for  ten  of  Gows  Men,  most  of  them 
likewise  forced    into  their  Service,  went  away  with 
the  long  Boat,  making  the  best  of  their  Way  for  the 
Mainland  of  Scotlatui.     These  Men,  however  they 
did,  or  what  Ship  soever  they  made  to  get  so  far, 
were  taken  in  the  Firth  of  Edinburgh^  and  made 
Prisoners  there.     Goil\  hardened  for   his  own  De- 
struction, and  Justice  evidently  pursuing  him,  grew 
the  Bolder  for   the  Disaster;  and   notwithstanding 
that  the  Country  was  alarmed,  and  diat  he  was  fully 
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discovered,  instead  of  making  a  timely  Escape,  he 
resolved  to  land  upon  them,  and  so  put  his  intended 
projects,  viz.  of  plundering  the  Gentlemen's  Houses 
in  Execution,  whatever  it  cost  him. 

In  order  to  this  he  sent  the  Boatswain  and  two 
Men  on  Shore  the  same  Night,  very  well  armed, 
directing  them  to  go  to  the  House  of  Mr.  Honey  man 
of  Graltximsey,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  and  who  was 
himself  at  that  Time,  to  his  great  good  Fortune, 
from  home.  The  People  of  the  House  had  not  the 
least  Notice  of  their  coming,  so  that  when  they 
knocked  at  the  Door  it  was  immediately  opened : 
upon  which  they  all  entered  the  House  at  once, 
except  one  Panton,  who  they  set  Sentinel,  and 
ordered  him  to  stand  at  the  Door  to  Secure  their 
Retreat,  and  to  hinder  any  from  coming  in  after 
them.  Mrs.  Honeyman  and  her  Daughter  were 
extremely  frightened  at  the  Sight  of  so  many  armed 
Men  coming  into  the  House,  and  ran  screaminj:j 
about  like  People  distracted ;  while  the  Pirates,  not 
regarding  them,  were  looking  about  for  Chests  and 
Trunks,  where  they  might  expect  to  find  some 
Plunder;  and  Mrs.  Honey fnan  in  her  Fright  coming 
to  the  Door,  asked  Pantony  the  Man  who  stood  Sen- 
tinel there,  what  the  Meaning  of  it  all  was  ?  He  told 
her  freely  they  were  Pirates,  and  that  they  came  to 
plunder  the  House.  At  this  she  recovered  some 
Courage,  and  ran  back  into  the  House  immediately  ; 
and  knowing  where  her  Money  lay,  which  was  con- 
siderable in  amount  and  all  in  Gold,  she  put  the  Bags 
in  her  Lap,  and  holding  rushing  by  Panton^  who 
thought  she  was  only  running  from  them  in  a  Fright, 
.carried  it  all  off,  and  so  made  her  Escape  with  the 
Treasure.     The  Boatswain  being  informed  that  the 
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Money  was  carried  off,  resolved  to  revenge  himself 
by  burning  the  Writings  and  Papers,  which  they 
called  there  the  Charters  of  their  Estates,  and  are 
always  of  great  value  in  Gendemens  Houses  of 
Estates ;  but  the  young  Lady  Mr.  Honeytnan s 
Daughter,  hearing  them  threaten  to  bum  the  Writ- 
ings, watched  her  Opportunity,  and  running  to  the 
Charter  Room,  where  they  lay,  tj'ing  the  most  of 
them  up  in  a  Napkin,  threw  them  out  of  the  Window, 
jumped  out  after  them  herself,  and  escaped  without 
Damage,  though  the  Window  was  one  Storey  high. 

However  the  Pirates  had  the  Plundering  of  all  the 
Rest  of  the  House  besides,  and  carrij^d  off  a  great 
Deal  of  Plate,  and  things  of  Value ;  and  forced  one 
of  the  Servants,  who  played  very  well  on  the  Bag- 
pipe, to  March  along,  piping  before  them,  when  they 
carried  it  off  to  the  Ship.  The  next  Day  they 
weighed  Anchor,  intending,  though  they  had  cleaned 
but  one  Side  of  the  Ship,  to  put  out  to  Sea  and  quit 
the  Coast ;  but  sailing  Eastward,  they  came  to 
Anchor  again,  at  a  little  Island  called  Calf -Sound ; 
and  having  some  further  Mischief  in  their  View  here, 
the  Boatswain  went  on  Shore  again,  with  some  armed 
Men.  but  meeting  with  no  other  Plunder,  they  carried 
off  three  Women,  whom  they  kept  on  Board  some 
Time,  and  used  so  inhumanly,  that  when  they  set 
them  on  Shore  again,  they  were  not  able  to  go  or 
stand,  and  it  is  said  one  of  them  died  on  the  Beach 
where  they  left  them.  The  next  Day  they  weighed 
again  holding  the  same  Course  eastwaurd,  through  the 
Openings  between  the  Islands,  till  they  came  off  of 
Roseness;  and  now  Gow  resolved  to  make  the  best 
of  his  Way  for  the  Island  of  Eda,  to  plunder  the 
House   of  Mr.  Fea,   a  Gentleman   of   considerable 
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Estate,  and  with  whom  Gow  had  some  acquaintance, 
having  been  at  School  together,  when  they  were 
Youths.  On  the  13th  oi  February  xn  the  Morning. 
Gow  appearing  with  his  Ship,  off  of  the  Island  called 
CalfSoufid,  Mr.  Fea  and  his  Family  were  ver\* 
much  alarmed,  not  being  able  to  get  together  above 
six  or  seven  Men  for  his  Defence.  He  therefore 
wrote  a  Letter  to  Gow  intending  to  send  it  on  Board, 
as  soon  as  he  should  get  into  the  Harbour,  to  desire 
him  to  forbear  the  usual  Salutes,  with  his  great  Guns, 
because  Mrs.  Fea  his  Wife  was  so  very  much  indis- 
posed, and  this  as  he  would  oblige  his  old  School 
Fellow,  telling  him  at  the  same  Time  that  the  In- 
habitants were  all  fled  to  the  Mountains,  on  the 
Report  of  his  being  a  Pirate,  which  he  hoped  would 
not  prove  true ;  in  which  Case,  he  should  be  ready 
to  supply  him  with  all  such  Necessaries  as  the  Island 
would  afford,  desiring  him  to  send  the  Messengers 
safe  back,  at  whose  Return  the  Alarms  of  the  People 
would  immediately  be  at  an  End. 

The  Tide  it  seems  runs  extremely  rapid  among 
those  Islands,  and  the  Navigation  is  thereby  rendered 
very  dangerous  and  uncertain.  Gow  was  an  able 
Seaman,  but  was  no  Pilot  for  that  Place,  and  what 
was  worse,  he  had  no  Boat  to  assist  in  Case  of  Ex- 
tremity, to  wear  the  Ship ;  and  in  turning  into  Ca/f 
Soundy  he  stood  a  little  too  near  the  Point  of  a  litde 
Island  called  the  Calf  and  which  lay  in  the  Middle 
of  the  Passage.  Here  his  Ship  missing  Stays,  was 
in  great  Danger  of  going  on  Shore ;  to  avoid  which, 
he  dropped  an  Anchor  under  his  Foot,  which  takin;^ 
good  hold,  brought  him  up,  and  he  thought  the 
Danger  was  over.  Gow  was  yet  in  Distress,  and 
had  no  Remedy  but  to  send  his  small  Boat  on  Shore 
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to  Mr.  Fea,  to  desire  his  Assistance,  that  is  to  say, 
to  desire  him  to  lend  him  a  Boat,  to  carry  out  an 
Anchor  to  heave  off  the  Ship.  Mr.  Fea  sent  back 
the  Boat,  and  one  y antes  Laing  in  it,  with  the  Letter 
already  mentioned  :  Gow  sent  him  back  immediately 
with  his  Answer,  by  Word  of  Mouth,  viz.  that  he 
would  write  to  nobody,  but  if  Mr.  Fea  would  order 
his  People  to  assist  him  with  a  Boat,  to  carry  out  an 
anchor,  he  would  reward  them  handsomely.  Mr. 
Fea  in  the  Meantime  ordered  his  great  Boat  (for 
he  had  such  a  one  as  Gow  wanted)  to  be  staved  and 
launched  into  the  Water  and  sunk,  and  the  Masts, 
Sails,  and  Oars  to  be  carried  privately  out  of  Sight. 
While  this  was  doing,  Mr.  Fea  perceived  Gaws  Boat 
coming  on  Shore,  with  five  Persons  in  her.  These 
Men  having  landed  on  the  Main  Island,  left  their 
Boat  on  the  Beach,  and  all  together  marched  directly 
up  to  the  Mansion  House.  This  put  him  into  some 
surprise  at  first ;  however,  he  resolved  to  meet  them 
in  a  peaceable  Manner,  though  he  perceived  they 
were  all  doubly  armed.  When  he  came  up  to  them, 
he  entreated  them  not  to  go  up  to  the  House,  because 
of  the  langutshing  Condition  of  his  Wife ;  that  she 
was  already  frighted  with  the  Rumours  which  had 
been  raised  of  their  being  Pirates,  and  that  she  would 
certainly  die  with  the  Fear  she  was  in  for  herself 
and  Family,  if  they  came  to  the  Door. 

The  Boatswain  answered,  they  did  not  desire  to 
fright  his  Wife,  or  anybody  else  ;  but  they  came  to 
desire  the  Assistance  of  his  Boat,  and  if  he  would 
not  grant  them  so  small  a  Favour,  he  had  nothing  to 
expect  from  them  but  the  utmost  Extremity.  Mr. 
Fea  returned,  that  they  knew  well  enough  he  could  not 
answer  giving  them  or  lending  them  his  Boat  or  any 
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Help,  as  they  appeared  to  be  such  People  as  were  n^ 
ported  ;  but  that  if  they  would  take  them  by  Force,  he 
could  not  help  himself.  But  in  the  Meantime,  talking 
still  in  a  friendly  Manner  to  them,  he  asked  them  to  go 
to  a  neighbouring  House,  which  he  said  was  a  Chano^e- 
House,  that  is  a  Public- House,  and  take  a  Cup  of  Ale 
with  him.  This  they  consented  to,  seeing  Mr.  Fea  was 
alone ;  so  they  went  all  with  him.  Mr.  Fea  in  the 
Meantime,  found  Means  to  give  private  Orders  that 
the  Oars,  Masts,  and  Sails  of  the  Pirates'  Boat  should 
be  all  carried  away,  and  that  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour 
after  they  had  sat  together  he  should  be  called  Jiastily 
out  of  the  Room,  on  some  Pretence  or  other  of  some- 
body to  speak  with  him,  all  which  was  performed  to 
a  Tittle.  When  he  was  got  from  them,  he  gave 
Orders  that  his  six  Men,  who,  as  before,  he  had  got 
together,  and  who  were  now  come  to  him  well  armed, 
should  place  themselves  at  a  certain  Style,  behind  a 
thick  Hedge,  which  was  about  half  the  Way  between 
the  Alehouse  and  his  own  House ;  that  if  he  came 
that  Way  with  the  Boatswain  alone,  they  should  sud- 
denly start  out  upon  them  both,  and  throwing  him 
down,  should  seize  upon  the  other,  but  that  if  all  the 
five  came  with  him,  he  would  take  an  Occasion  to  be 
either  before  or  behind  them,  so  that  they  might  all 
fire  upon  them  without  Danger  of  hurting  hinu 

Having  given  these  Orders,  and  depending  upon 
their  being  well  executed,  he  returned  to  the  Company. 
and  having  given  them  more  Ale,  told  them  he  would 
gladly  do  them  any  Service  that  he  could  lawfully  do : 
and  that  if  they  would  take  the  Trouble  of  walking 
up  to  his  House  in  a  peaceable  Manner,  that  his 
Family  might  not  be  frighted  with  seeing  himself 
among  them,  they  should  have  all  the  Assistance  that 
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was  in  his  Power.     The  Fellows,  whether  they  had 
taken   too  much  Ale,  or  whether  the  Condition  of 
their  Ship,  and  the  Hopes  of  getting  a  Boat  to  help 
them,  blinded  their  Eyes,  is  not  certain,  fell  with  Ease 
into  this  Snare,  and  agreed  readily  to  go  along  with 
Mn  fai  ;  but  after  a  while  resolved  not  to  go  all  of 
them,  and  deputed  the  Boatswain  only  to  go,  which 
was  what  Mr.  Fea  indeed  most  desired.     The  Boat- 
swain was  ver)'  willing  to  accept  of  the  Trust,  but  it 
was  observed  he  took  a  great  deal  of  Care  of  his 
Arms,  which  were  no  less  than  four  Pistols,  all  loaded 
with  a  Brace  of  Bullets  each  ;  nor  would  he  be  per- 
suaded to  leave  any  of  them  behind  him,  no  not  with 
his  own  Men.     In  this  posture  Mr.  Fea  and  the  Boat- 
swain walked  along  together  very  quietly,  until  they 
came  to  the  Style,  which  having  got  over,  Mr.  Fea 
seeing  his  Men  all  ready,  turned  short  about  upon  the 
Boatswain,  and  taking  him  by  the  Collar,  told  him 
he  was  his  Prisoner,  and  the  same  Moment  the  Rest 
of  his  Men  rushing  in  upon  them,  threw  them  both 
down,  and  so  secured  the  Boatswain,  without  giving 
him  Time  so  much  as  to  fire  one  Pistol.     He  cried 
out  indeed  with  all  his  Might,  to  alarm  his  Men ;  but 
they  soon  stopped  his  Mouth,  by  first  forcing  a  Pistol 
into  it,  and  tiien  a  Handkerchief,  and  having  dis- 
armed him,  bound  his  Hands  behind  him,  and   his 
Feet  together  ;  then  Mr.  Fea  left  him  there  under  a 
Guard,  and  with  his  other  five  Men  (but  without  any 
Arms,  at  least  that  could  be  seen)  returned  to  the 
Alehouse  to  the  Rest    The  House  having  two  Doors, 
they  divided  themselves,  and  rushing  in  at  both  the 
Doors  at  the  same  Time,  they  seized  the  four  Men 
before  they  were  aware,  or  had  Time  to  lay  hold  of 
their  Arms,     They  did  indeed  what  Men  could  do. 
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and  one  of  them  snapped  a  Pistol  at  Mr.  Fea,  but  it 
did  not  go  off,  and  Mr.  Fea  at  the  same  Time 
snatching  at  the  Pistol,  to  divert  the  Shot  if  it  had 
fired,  struck  his  Hand  with  such  Force  against  the 
Cock,  as  very  much  bruised  it 

They  were  all  five  now  in  his  Power,  and  he  sent 
them  away  under  a  good  Guard  to  a  Village,  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Island,  where  they  were  kept  separate 
from  one  another,  and  sufficiently  secured.  Mr.  Fea 
then  despatched  Expresses  to  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
neighbouring  Island,  to  acquaint  them  with  what  he 
had  done,  and  to  desire  their  speedy  Assistance ; 
also  desiring  earnestly,  that  they  would  take  Care 
that  no  Boat  should  go  within  Reach  of  the  Pirate's 
Guns,  and  at  Night  Mr.  Fea  caused  Fires  to  be  made 
upon  the  Hills  round  him,  to  alarm  the  Country,  and 
ordered  all  the  Boats  round  the  Island  to  be  hauled 
up  upon  die  Beach,  as  far  as  was  possible,  and  dis- 
abled also,  lest  the  Pirates  should  swim  from  the  Ship, 
and  get  any  of  them  into  their  Possession.  All  next 
Day,  the  4th,  it  blew  very  hard,  and  in  the  Evening 
about  High  Water,  to  W.  N.  W.  upon  which  the 
Pirates  set  their  Sails,  expecting  to  get  oflT,  and  so  to 
lay  it  round  the  Island,  and  put  out  to  Sea  ;  but  the 
Fellow  who  was  ordered  to  cut  the  Cable  checked 
the  Ship's  way,  and  consequently  on  a  Sudden  she 
took  alf-a-back ;  then  the  Cable  being  parted  when 
it  sill  I'M  have  held,  the  Ship  ran  directly  on  Shore 
oil   ill-:    Calf  Island,  nor  could  all  their  speed  pre- 

ut  it.  Gow  with  an  Air  of  Desperation  told  them 
they  were  all  dead    Men ;  nor  could    it   indeed    be 

'lerwise,  for  having  lost  the  only  Boat  they  had, 
__id  five  of  their  best  Hands,  they  were  able  to  do 
little   or   nothing  towards  getting   their  Ship   off; 
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besides,  as  she  went  on  Shore  on  the  Top  of  High 
Water,  and  a  Spring  Tide,  there  was  no  Hope  of 
jretting  her  off  afterwards :  Wherefore  the  next 
Morning,  being  Monday  the  15th,  they  hung  out  a 
white  Flag  as  a  Signal  for  a  Parley,  and  sent  a  Man 
on  Shore  upon  Calf  I sla tidy  for  now  they  could  go  on 
Shore  out  of  the  Ship  at  half  Flood. 

Now  Mr.  Fea  thought  he  might  talk  with  Gow,  in 
a  differing  Style  from  what  he  did  before,  so  he  wrote 
a  Letter  to  him,  wherein  he  complained  of  the  rude 
Behaviour  of  his  five  Men,  for  which  he  told  him,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  seize  on  them,  and  make  them 
Prisoners ;  letting  him  know,  that  the  Country  being 
all  alarmed,  would  soon  be  too  many  for  him ;  and 
therefore  advised  him  to  Surrender  himself  peaceably, 
and  be  the  Author  of  a  quiet  Surrender  of  the  Rest, 
as  the  only  Means  to  obtain  any  Favour ;  and  then 
he  might  become  an  Evidence  against  the  Rest,  and 
so  might  save  his  own  Life.  This  Letter  Mr.  Fea 
sent  by  a  Boat,  with  four  armed  Men  to  the  Island 
to  be  given  to  the  Fellow  that  Gow  had  sent  on  Shore, 
and  who  waited  there ;  and  he  at  die  same  Time, 
gave  them  a  Letter,  from  Gow  to  Mr.  Fea ;  for  now 
he  was  humbled  enough  to  write,  which  before  he 
refused.  Goios  Letter  to  Mr.  Fea  was,  to  let  him 
have  some  Men  and  Boats,  to  take  out  the  best  of 
the  Cai^o,  in  order  to  lighten  the  Ship,  and  set  her 
afloat ;  and  offering  himself  to  come  on  Shore,  and 
be  Hostage  for  the  Security  of  Men  and  Boats,  and 
to  giVe  Mr.  Fea  a  thousand  Pounds  in  Goods  for 
the  Service,  declaring  at  the  Same  Time,  if  this 
small  Succour  was  refused  him,  he  would  take  Care 
nobody  should  better  Himself  by  his  Misfortunes ; 
for  rather  than  they  would  suffer  themselves  to  be 
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taken,  they  would  set  Fire  to  the  Ship,  and  would  all 
perish  together. 

Mr.  Fea  replied  to  this  Letter,  that  he  had  a  Boat 
indeed,  that  would  have  been  fit  for  his  Service,  but 
that  she  was  staved  and  sunk  ;  but  if  he  would  come 
on  Shore  quietly  without  Arms,  and  bring  his  Car- 
penter with  him  to  repair  the  Boat,  he  might  have 
her.  This  Mr.  Fea  did  to  give  Gow  an  Opportunity 
to  embrace  his  first  offer  of  Surrendering.  But  Gow 
was  neither  humble  enough  to  come  in,  nor  sincere 
enough  to  treat  with  him  fairly,  if  he  had  intended  to 
let  him  have  the  Boat ;  and  if  he  had,  it  is  probable 
that  the  former  Letter  had  made  the  Men  suspicious 
of  him ;  so  that  now  he  could  do,  nothing,  without 
communicating  it  to  the  Rest  of  the  Crew.  About 
four  in  the  Afternoon,  Mr.  Fea  received  an  Answer 
to  his  last  Letter,  the  Copy  of  which  is  exactly  as 
follows. 

From  on  board  our  Ship,  the 
Revenge,  Feb.  itth,  1725. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  irregular  Proceedings 
of  my  Men  ;  I  gave  no  orders  to  that  effect,  and  what 
hath  been  wrongfully  done  to  the  Country,  was  contrary 
to  -my  Inclination.  It  is  my  Misfortune  to  be  in  this 
Condition  at  Present.  It  was  in  your  Power  to  have 
done,  otherwise  in  making  my  Fortune  better.  Since 
my  being  in  the  Country,  I  have  wronged  no  Man, 
nor  taken  anything  but  what  I  have  paid  for.  My 
Design  in  coming,  was  to  make  the  Country  better, 
■whiih  I  am  still  capable  to  do,  providing  you  are  just 
to  mc.     I  thank  you  for  the  Concern  you  have  for  my 
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bad  Fortiuie,  atid  am  Sorry  I  cannot  embrace  your 
Proposal^  as  being  Evidence.  My  People  have  already 
iptade  use  of  that  Advantage.  I  have  by  my  last  sigfti- 
Jied  my  Design  0/ proceedings  provided  I  can  procure 
no  better  Terms.  PlecLse  to  send  James  Laing  on 
board  to  continue  till  my  return.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  Good  Fortune  to  commune  with  you  upon 
that  Subject.  I  beg  that  you  would  assist  me  with  a 
Boai  ;  atid  be  ensured  I  do  no  Man  Harm,  were  it  in 
my  Power,  as  I  am  now  at  your  Mercy.  I  cannot 
surrender  myself  Prisoner  ;  Pd  rather  commit  myself 
to  the  Mercy  of  the  Seas;  So  that  if  you  will  incline 
to  contribute  to  my  Escape,  I  shall  leave  you  Ship  and 
Cargo  at  yotir  Disposal. 

I  continue, 

Honoured  Sir,  &c. 

John  Smith. 

Upon  this  Letter,  and  especially  that  part  wherein 
Gow  desires  to  commune  with  him,  Mr.  Fea,  believing 
he  might  do  some  Service  in  persuading  him  to 
submit,  went  over  to  Calf  Island  and  went  on  Shore 
alone,  ordering  his  Boat  to  lie  in  readiness  to  take 
him  in  again,  but  not  one  Man  to  stir  out  of  her :  and 
calling  to  Gow  with  a  speaking  Trumpet  desired  him 
to  come  on  Shore,  which  the  other  readily  did;  but 
Mr.  Fea,  before  he  ventured,  wisely  foresaw  that 
whilst  he  was  alone  upon  the  Island,  the  Pirates 
might  unknown  to  him,  get  from  the  Ship  by  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  under  Cover  of  Shore,  might  get 
behind  and  surround  him,  to  prevent  which  he  set 
a  man  upon  the  top  of  his  own  house,  which  was  on 
the  Opposite  Shore,  and  overlooked  die  whole  Island, 
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and  ordered  him  to  make  Signals  with  his  Flag, 
waving  his  Flag  once,  for  every  Man  that  he  saw 
come  on  Shore  ;  but  if  four  or  more  came  on  Shore, 
then  to  keep  the  Flag  waving  continually,  till  he  Mr. 
Fea  should  retire.  This  Precaution  was  very  needful, 
for  no  sooner  was  Mr.  Fea  advanced  upon  the  Island, 
expecting  Gow  to  come  on  Shore  to  meet  him,  but  he 
saw  a  Fellow  come  from  the  Ship,  with  a  white  Flag, 
a  Bottle,  a  Glass,  and  a  Bundle ;  then  turning  to  his 
own  House,  he  saw  his  Man  make  the  Signals  ap- 
pointed, and  that  the  Man  kept  the  Flag  continually 
waving.  Upon  this  he  immediately  retired  to  his 
Boat,  and  he  was  no  sooner  got  into  it,  but  he  saw 
five  Fellows  running  under  Shore,  with  lighted 
Matches  and  Granadoes  in  their  Hands,  to  have 
intercepted  him,  but  seeing  him  out  of  their  Reach 
they  retired  to  the  Ship. 

After  this  the  Fellow  with  the  white  Flag,  came 
up  and  gave  Mr.  Fea  two  Letters,  he  would  have 
left  the  Bundle,  which  he  said  was  a  Present  to  Mr. 
Fea ;  and  the  Bottle,  which  he  said  was  a  Bottle  of 
Brandy ;  but  Mr.  Fea  would  not  take  them,  and  told 
the  Fellow  his  Captain  was  a  treacherous  Villain, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  should  see  him  hanged, 
and  as  to  him,  the  Fellow,  he  had  a  great  Mind  to 
shoot  him,  upon  which  he  took  to  his  Heels,  and 
Mr.  Fea  being  in  his  Boat,  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  land  again  to  pursue  him.  This  put  an  End 
to  ail  Parley  for  the  Present;  but  had  the  Pirates 
succrcil'-d  in  this  Attempt,  they  would  so  far  have 
igaincd  their  Point,  either  that  they  must  have  been 
ftssi-^ited,  or  Mr.  Fea  must  have  been  sacrificed.  The 
two  Letters  from  Gow,  were  one  for  Mr.  Fea,  and 
he  other  for  his  IVife,  the  first  was  much  to  the 
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same  Purpose  as  the  Former ;  only  that  in  this,  Gozcf 
requested  the  great  Boat,  with  her  Masts,  Sails  and 
Oars,  and  some  Provisions,  to  transport  themselves 
whither  they  thought  fit  to  go  for  their  own  Safety, 
offering  to  leave  the  Ship  and  Cargo  to  Mr.  /v^?, 
and  threatening  that  if  the  Men  of  War  arrived  (for 
Mr.  Fai  had  given  him  Notice,  that  he  expected  two 
Men  of  War)  before  he  was  thus  assisted,  they  would 
set  fire  to  the  Ship  and  blow  themselves  up  ;  so  that 
as  they  had  lived,  they  would  die  together,  The 
Letter  to  Mrs.  /var  was,  to  desire  her  to  intercede 
with  her  Husband,  and  pleading  that  he  was  their 
Countryman,  and  had  been  her  Husbands  School- 
fellow, &C.,  but  no  Answer  was  returned  to  either  of 
these  Letters. 

On  the  17th,  in  the  Morning,  contrar>^  to  Expecta- 
tion, Gaw  himself  came  on  Shore,  unarmed,  except 
with  his  Sword,  and  alone  ;  only  one  Man  at  a  Dis- 
tance, carrj'ing  a  white  Flag,  making  Signals  for  a 
Parley.  Mr.  I^eti  who  by  this  Time  had  gotten  more 
People  about  him,  immediately  sent  one  Mr.  I^ea  of 
JVkiiehall,  to  a  Gendeman  of  his  o\%ti  Family,  with 
five  other  Persons  well  armed  over  the  Island,  with 
Orders  to  secure  Gaw  if  it  was  possible  by  any 
Means,  either  dead  or  alive.  When  thev  came  on 
Shore,  he  proposed  that  one  of  them,  whose  Name 
was  ScJiotiarr.  a  Master  of  a  Vessel,  should  cm  on 
Board  the  Ship  as  Hostage  for  this  Go7cs  Safety ; 
and  Schottary  consenting,  Goio  himself  conducted 
him  to  the  Ship's  Side.  Mr.  Fca  perceiving  this 
from  his  own  House,  immediately  took  another  Boat, 
and  went  over  to  the  Island  himself:  and  while  he 
was  expostulating  with  his  Men  for  letting  Schottary 
go  for  Hostage,  Gate  returned ;  and  Mr.  Fca  made 
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no  Hesitation,  but  told  him  in  short  he  was  his  Pri- 
soner, at  which  Gow  starting  said,  it  ought  not  to  be. 
since  there  was  a  Hostage  deUvered  for  him.  Mr. 
Fea  said  he  gave  no  Order  for  it,  and  it  was  what 
they  could  not  justify  ;  and  since  Schottary  had  ven- 
tured without  Orders,  he  must  take  his  Fate  ;  but  he 
advised  Gow,  as  he  expected  good  Usage  himself, 
that  he  would  send  the  Fellow  who  carried  his  white 
Flag  back  to  the  Ship,  with  Orders  for  them  to 
return  Schottary  in  Safety,  and  to  desire  Winter  and 
Peterson  to  come  with  him.  Gow  declined  givingr 
any  such  Orders  ;  but  the  Fellow  eaid  he  w^ould 
readily  go  and  fetch  them,  and  did  so,  and  they  came 
along  with  him.  When  Gow  saw  them,  he  re- 
proached them  for  being  so  easily  imposed  on,  and 
ordered  them  to  go  back  to  the  Ship  immediately. 
But  Mr.  Feds  Men,  who  were  too  strong  for  them, 
surrounded  them  and  took  them  all.  When  this  was 
done,  they  demanded  Gow  to  deliver  his  Sword,  but 
he  said  he  would  rather  die  with  it  in  his  Hand,  and 
begged  them  to  shoot  him  ;  but  this  was  denied,  ancl 
Mr.  Feds  Men  disarming  him  of  his  Sword,  carried 
him  with  the  other  two  into  their  Boat,  and  after 
that  to  the  Main  Island,  where  Mr.  Fea  lived. 

Having  thus  secured  the  Captain,  Mr.  Fea  pre- 
vailed with  him,  to  go  to  the  Shore,  over  against  the 
Ship,  and  to  call  the  Gunner,  and  another  Man.  to 
come  on  Shore  on  Calf  Island,  which  they  did ;  bur 
they  were  no  sooner  there  than  they  also  were  sur- 
rounded by  some  Men,  which  Mr.  Fea  had  placed 
out  of  Sight  upon  the  Island  for  that  Purpose.  Then 
they  made  Gow  to  call  to  the  Carpenter  to  come  on 
Shore,  still  making  them  believe  they  would  hav^e  a 
Boat,  and  Mr.  Fea  went  over  and  met  him  alone . 
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and  talking  with  him,  told  him,  they  could  not  repair 
the  Boat  without  Help,  and  without  Tools,  so  per- 
suading him  to  go  back  and  bring  a  Hand  or  two 
with   him,  and  some   Tools,  some  Oakham,   Nails, 
c2^r.,  the  Carpaitcr  being  thus  deluded,  went  back 
and   brought  a  Frenchman  and  another  with  him, 
with  all  Things  proper  for  their  Work,  all  which,  as 
soon  as  they  came  on  Shore,  were  likewise  seized 
and  secured  by  Mr.  Fea,  and  his  Men.     But  there 
were  still  a  great  many  Men  in  the  Ship  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  if  possible  to  a  quiet  Surrender. 
So  Mr.  Fea  ordered  his  Men  to  make  a  Feint,  as  if 
they  would  go  to  Work  upon  the  great  Boat,  which 
lay  on  the  Shore,  upon  the  Island,  but  in  Sight  of 
the  Ship ;  there  they  hammered  and  knocked  and 
made  a  Noise,  as  if  they  were  really  caulking  and 
repairing  her,  in  order  to  her  being  launched  off,  and 
put  into  their  Possession.      But  towards  Night  he 
obliged  Gow  to  write  to  the  Men  that  Mr.  Fea  would 
not  deliver  the  Boat  until  he  was  in  Possession  of 
the  Ship  ;  and  therefore  he  ordered  them  all  to  come 
on  Shore,  without  Arms,  and  in  a  peaceable  Manner. 
This  occasioned  many  Debates  in  the  Ship,  but  as 
they  had  no  Officers  to  guide  them,  and  were  all  in 
Confusion,  they  knew  not  what  to  do ;  so  after  some- 
time bewailing  their  hard  Fate,  and  dividing  what 
Money  was  left  in  the  Ship  among  them,  they  yielded 
and  went  on  Shore ;  and  were  all  made  Prisoners,  to 
the  Number  of  eight  and  twenty,  including  those  who 
were  secured  before. 

Being  now  all  secured  and  in  Custody,  in  the  most 
proper  Places  in  the  Island,  Mr.  Fea  took  Care  to 
give  Notice,  to  the  proper  Officers  in  the  Country, 
and  by  them,  to  the  Government  of  Edinburgh^  in 
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order  to  get  help  for  the  carrying  them  to  England. 
The  Distance  being  so  great,  took  up  some  Time, 
for  the  Government  at  Edinburgh,  being  not  imme- 
diately  concerned   in   it,   but  rather  the  Court   of 
Admiralty,   of  Great- Britain,  Expresses   were    dis- 
patched from  thence  to  London^  that  his  Majest\'*5 
pleasure  might  be  known ;  in  return  to  which.  Orders 
were  dispatched  into  Scotland,  to  have  them  imme- 
diately sent  up  into  England  with  as  much  Expedi- 
tion as  the  Case  would   admit     Accordingly  the\- 
were  brought  up  by  Land  to  Edinburgh  first,  and 
from  thence  being  put  on    Board    the   Greyhound 
Frigate,   they  were   brought  by   Sea   to  England, 
This  necessarily  took  up  a  great  Deal  of  Time,  so 
that   had  they  been  wise   enough    to   improve    the 
Hours  that  were  left ;  they  had  almost  half  a  Year's 
Time  to  prepare  themselves  for  Death ;  though  they 
cruelly  denied  the  poor  Mate  a  few  Moments   to 
commend  his  Soul  to  Gods  Mercy,  even  after  he 
was  half  Murdered  before.     They  were  most  of  them 
in  Custody  the  latter  End  of  January,  and  were  not 
executed   till  the    nth   of  June.     The  Greyhound 
arrived  in   the  River   the  26th  of  March,  and  the 
next  Day  came  to  an  Anchor  at  Woolwich,  and  the 
Pirates  being  put  into  Boats   appointed  to  receive 
them,  with  a  strong  Guard  to  attend   them,  were 
brought  on  Shore  on  the  30th,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Marshalsea  Prison,  in  Southwark,  where  they  were 
delivered  to  the  Keepers  of  the  said  Prison,  and 
were  laid  in  Irons.     There  they  had  the  Mortifica- 
tion to  meet   their  Lieutenant  Williams,  who  was 
brought  home  by   the   Argyle   Man-of-War,    from 
Lisbon,  and  had  been  conmiitted  to  the  same  Prison, 
but  a  very  few  Days. 
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Indeed  as  it  was  a  Mortification  to  them,  so  it  was 
more  to  him,  for  though  he  might  be  secretly  pleased 
that  those  who  had  so  cruelly  (as  he  called  it)  put 
himself  into  the  Hands  of  Justice,  by  sending  them 
to  Lisbon,  were  brought  into  the  same  Circumstances 
with  himself;  yet  on  the  other  Hand,  it  could  not 
but  be  a  terrible  Mortification  to  him,  that  here  now 
were  sufficient  Witnesses  found,  to  prove  his  Crimes 
upon  him,  which  were  not  so  easy  to  be  had  before. 
Being  thus  laid  fast,  it  remained  to  proceed  against 
them  in  due  Form,  and  this  took  up  some  long  Time 
still.     On  Friday  the   2nd  of  April,  they  were  all 
taken  to  Doctors  Commons,  where  the  proper  Judges 
being  present,  they  were  examined,  by  which  Exam- 
ination, the  Measures  were  taken  for  the  farther  Pro- 
ceedings ;  for  as  they  were  not  equally  guilty,  so  it 
was  needful  to  determine,  who  it  was  proper  to  bring 
to  an  immediate  Trial,  and  who  being  less  guilty, 
were   more  proper  Objects    of   the    Government's 
Clemency,  as  being  under  Force  and  Fear,  and  con- 
sequently obliged  to  act  as  they  did,  and  also  who  it 
might  be  proper  to  single  out  as  an  Evidence  against 
the  Rest     After  being  thus  examined,  they  were  re- 
manded to  the  Marslialsea,     On  Saturday,  the  8th 
of  May,  the  five  who  were  appointed  for  Evidence 
against  the  Rest,  and  whose  Names  are  particularly 
set  down  in  its  Place,  were  sent  from  the  Mars/talsea 
Prison,  to  Newgate,  in  Order  to  give  their  Informa- 
tions.    Being  thus  brought  up  to  London,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Marshalsea  Prison,  and  the  Government 
being  fully  informed  what  Black  uncommon  Offend- 
ers they  were,  it  was  thought  proper  to  bring  them 
to  speedy  Justice.     In  order  to  this,  some  of  them 
as  it  is  said,  who  were  less  Criminal  dian  the  Rest 
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and  who  apparently  had  been  forced  into  to  thdr  Ser- 
vice, were  formed  out,  and  being  examined,  givintr 
first  an  Account  of  themselves,  and  then  of  the  whole 
Fraternity,  it  was  thought  fit  to  make  Use  of  thesr 
Evidence,  for  the  more  clear  detecting  and  convicting 
the  Rest  These  were  George  Dobson,  fokn  PAin- 
nes,  Timothy  Murphy,  and  William  Booth. 

These  were  the  principal  Evidences,  and  wrere 
indeed  more  than  sufficient,  for  they  so  exactly 
agreed  in  their  Evidence,  and  the  Prisoners  (Pirates ». 
said  so  little  in  their  Defence,  that  there  was  no 
Room  for  the  Jury  to  question  their  Guilt,  or  to 
doubt  the  Truth  of  any  Part  of  the  Account  given 
in.  Robert  Read  was  a  young  Man  (mentioned 
before)  who  escaped  from  the  Boat  in  the  Orkneys. 
where  he  surrendered  himself,  after  getting  a  Htwse 
at  a  Farmer's  House,  and  conveying  himself  to 
Kirkwall,  the  chief  Town  of  the  Orkneys.  Never- 
theless he  was  brought  with  the  Rest  as  a  Prisoner. 
nor  was  he  made  Use  of  as  an  Evidence,  but  was 
tried  upon  most,  if  not  all  the  Indictments  with  the 
ResL  But  Dobson,  one  of  the  Witnesses,  did  him 
the  Justice  to  testify  that  he  was  forced  into  their 
Service,  as  others  were,  for  fear  of  having  their 
Throats  cut,  as  many  had  been  served  before  their 
Faces  ;  and  that  in  particular  he  was  not  present  at 
or  concerned  in  any  of  the  Murders,  for  which  the 
Rest  were  indicted ;  upon  which  Evidence  he  was 
acquitled  by  the  Jury.  Also  he  brought  one  Archi- 
bald Sutor,  the  Man  of  the  House,  said  before  to  be 

I-^irm  House,  whither  the  said  Read  made  his 
Esaipe  in  the  Orkneys,  who  testified  that  he  did  so 
escape  to  him,  and  that  he  begged  him  to  procure 
iJiini  a  Horse,  to  ride  off  to  Kirku-ell.  which  he  did. 
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.t.nJ  there  he  surrendered  himself.  He  also  testified 
iliat  Re*i^  gave  him  {Suior)  a  full  Account  of  the 
Ship  and  the  Pirates  that  were  in  her,  and  what  they 
were ;  and  he  {Sulor)  discovered  it  all  to  the  Col 
lector  of  the  Customs,  by  which  Means  the  Countrj' 
xvas  alarmed ;  and  he  added,  that  it  was  by  this 
Plan's  Means,  that  all  the  Prisoners  were  apprehen- 
vied  ^though  it  is  plain,  it  was  by  the  X'igilance  and 
Courage  of  Mr.  Fta  chiefly,  that  they  were  reduced 
to  such  Distresses  as  obliged  them  to  surrender). 

However  it  T^-as  true  that  Rdnfs  Escape  did 
<2L!ann  the  Country-,  and  that  he  merited  well  of  the 
Public  for  the  timely  Discovery  he  made;  so  he 
came  off  dear,  as  indeed  it  was  but  just ;  for  he  was 
Hv^t  only  forced  to  serve,  but  as  Dodson  testified,  the 
Pirates,  had  often  expressed  his  Uneasiness  at  being 
obliored  to  act  with  them,  and  that  he  wished  he 
oxdd  get  away ;  and  he  was  sincere  in  those  Wishes, 
as  appeared  by  his  taking  die  first  Opportunity-  he 
c  >uld  get  to  put  them  in  Practice.  This  Dodsoft  was 
one  of  the  ten  Men  who  ran  away  widi  the  Pirates' 
!ong  Boat,  from  the  Orhieys,  and  who  were  after- 
wards made  Prisoners  in  the  Firth  of  Leigh^  and 
carried  up  to  Edinburgh.  GiKl*  was  now  a  Prisoner 
among  the  Rest,  in  the  J/arsh<i/sc\7.  His  Beluiviour 
ihere  was  sullen  and  reserved,  rather  than  jx^nitent 
It  had  been  hinted  to  him  by  Mr.  Fc<r,  as  by  others, 
that  he  should  endeavour  bv  his  Behaviour  to  make 
himself  an  Evidence  against  others,  and  to  merit  his 
Life  by  a  ready  Submission,  and  oWiging  others  to 
Jo  the  like.  But  Gi>Zk*  was  no  Fool,  and  he  easilv  saw 
ihere  were  too  many  gone  before  who  had  provided 
:'or  their  own  Safety,  at  his  Kxpenso ;  and  l>esides 
thai,  he  knew  himself  too  deeply  gxiilty  of  Cruelty 
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and  Murder  to  be  accepted  by  public  Justice  as  an 
Evidence,  especially  where  so  many  other  lesser 
Criminals  were  to  be  had.  This  made  him^  with 
good  Reason,  give  over  any  Thoughts  of  escaping  bjr 
such  Means,  and  seeing  so  plainly  that  there  was 
no  Room  for  it,  this  might  have  induced  him  to 
reject  the  Offer;  odierwise  he  was  not  a  Person 
of  such  nice  Honour,  as  that  we  should  suppose  he 
would  not  have  secured  his  own  Life  at  the  Expense 
of  his  Comrades.  Gow  appeared  to  have  given  over 
all  Thoughts  of  Life,  from  the  first  Time  he  came  to 
England',  not  that  he  shewed  any  Tokens  of  his 
Repentance,  or  any  Sense  of  his  Condition,  suitable 
to  what  was  before  him ;  but  he  continued  sullen  and 
reserved,  even  to  the  very  Time  he  was  brought  to 
the  Bar.  When  he  came  there,  he  could  not  be  tried 
with  the  Rest,  for  the  Arraignment  being  made  in 
the  usual  Form,  he  refused  to  plead.  The  Court 
used  all  the  Arguments  which  Humanity  dictates  in 
such  Cases,  to  prevail  on  him  to  come  into  the  ordi- 
nary Course  of  other  People  in  like  Government, 
laying  before  him  the  Sentence  of  the  Law  in  such 
Cases,  namely,  that  he  must  be  pressed  to  Death, 
the  only  torturing  Execution  which  remains  in  our 
Law,  and  which,  however,  they  were  obliged  to 
inflict 

But  he  continued  inflexible,  and  carried  on  his 
Obstinacy  to  such  a  Height,  as  to  receive  the  Sen- 
tence in  Form,  as  usual  in  such  Cases.  The  Execu- 
tion being  appointed  to  be  done  the  next  Morning, 
he  was  carried  back  to  Neit'gate  in  order  to  iL  But 
whether  he  was  prevailed  with  by  Argument,  and 
the  Reasons  urged  by  those  about  him,  or  whether  the 
Apparatus  for  the  Execution,  and  the  Manner  of 


Captain  Gow,  a  Pirate^  &c.  435 

the  Death  he  was  to  die  terrified  him,  we  cannot  say  ; 
for  the  next  Morning  he  yielded,  and  petitioned  to 
be  allowed  to  plead,  and  be  admitted  to  be  tried  in 
the  ordinary  Way,  which  being  granted,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Bar  by  himself,  and  pleaded,  being 
arraigned  again  upon  the  same  Indictment  upon 
which  he  had  been  sentenced  as  a  Mute,  and  was 
found  guilty.  WilHams^  the  Lieutenant,  who  was 
put  on  Board  the  Bristol  Ship  (as  hath  been  said), 
with  Orders  to  deliver  him  on  Board  the  first  English 
Man-of-War  they  should  meet  with,  comes  of  Course 
to  have  the  Rest  of  his  History  made  up  in  this 
Place.  The  Captain  of  the  Bristol  Ship,  though  he 
received  his  Orders  from  the  Crew  of  Pirates  and 
RogueSy  whose  Instructions  he  was  not  obliged  to  fol- 
low, and  whose  Accusation  of  Williams  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  Credit  too,  yet  punctually  obeyed  the 
Order,  and  put  him  on  Board  the  Argylc^  Captain 
Bowler,  then  lying  in  the  Port  of  Lisbon^  and  bound 
for  England.  As  they  took  him  In  Irons,  they  kept 
him  so,  and  brought  him  to  England  in  the  same 
Condition. 

But  as  the  Pirates  did  not  send  any  of  their  Com- 
pany (nor  indeed  could  they  do  it),  along  with  him, 
to  be  Evidence  against  him,  and  as  the  Men  who 
went  out  of  the  Pirate  Ship  on  Board  the  Bristol 
Ship,  being  till  then  kept  as  Prisoners  on  Board  the 
Pirate  Ship,  could  not  perhaps  have  said  enough, 
or  given  Evidence  sufficient  to  convict  him  in  a 
Court  of  Justice,  Providence  supplied  the  Want  by 
bringing  the  whole  Crew  to  the  same  Place  (for 
Williams  was  in  the  Marslialsea  Prison  before  them), 
so  that  they  were  all  tried  together.  In  Williams  s 
Case,  the  Evidence  was  as  particular  as  in  Goivs ; 
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and  Dobson  and  the  other  swore  positively  that 
Williams  boasted,  that  after  Maccaiily  had  cut  the 
Super-Cargo s  Throat  imperfectly,  he  {Williams) 
murdered  him ;  and  added  that  he  would  not  give 
him  Time  to  say  his  Prayers,  but  shot  him  througli 
the  Head.  Phinnes  and  Timothy  Murphy,  testified 
to  the  same  ;  and  to  shew  the  bloody  Disposition  of 
this  Wretch,  William  Booth  stated  that  Williams 
proposed  afterwards  to  the  Company,  that  if  the\ 
took  any  more  Ships,  they  should  not  encumber 
themselves  with  the  Men,  having  already  so  many 
Prisoners ;  that  in  Case  of  a  Fight,  they  should  not 
be  safe  with  them,  but  that  they  should  take  them, 
and  tie  them  back  to  back,  and  throw  them  over- 
board into  the  Sea. 

It  should  not  be  omitted  here  also,  in  the  Case  of 
Gow,  as  I  have  observed  in  the  Introduction,  that 
he  had  long  meditated  the  Kind  of  Villainy  which 
he  now  put  in  Practice,  and  that  it  was  his  Resolu- 
tion to  turn  Pirate  the  first  Opportunity  he  should 
get,  whatever  Voyage  he  undertook  ;  I  observed  also 
that  he  had  intended  it  on  Board  a  Ship,  in  which 
he  came  home  from  Lisbon,  and  failed  only  for  Want 
of  a  sufficient  Party.  This  Resolution  of  his  is  con- 
firmed by  the  Testimony  and  Confession  of  yavus 
Belvin,  one  of  his  fellow  Criminals,  who  upon  Trial 
declared,  he  knew  that  Gow  (and  the  Crew  of  the 
George  Gaily)  had  a  Design  to  turn  Pirates  from  tlu- 
beginning,  and  added,  that  he  discovered  it  to  Gcor^-: 
Dobson  in  j\mstcrdavi,  before  the  Ship  went  out  to 
Sea.  For  the  Confirmation  of  this,  George  Dobso:: 
was  called  up  again,  after  he  had  given  his  Evidence 
upon  the  Trials,  and  being  confronted  by  Belvin,  ho  < 
did  acknowledge  that  Belvifi  had  said  so,  and  tha: 
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in  particular  he  had  said  that  the  Boatswain  had  a 
design  to  Murder  the  Master  and  some  others,  and 
run  away  with  the  Ship.  Bein^r  asked  why  he  did 
not  immediately  discover  it  to  the  Master,  Captain 
Ferruau,  he  answered,  that  he  heard  Behin  tell  the 
Mate  of  it,  and  that  the  Mate  told  the  Captain  ;  and 
the  Captain  made  light  of  it ;  but  the  Boatswain, 
finding  himself  discovered,  refused  to  go.  Upon 
this  Gaii^  was  made  second  Mate,  and  Behin  was 
made  Boatswain  ;  and  had  he  been  as  Honest  after- 
wards as  before  (whereas,  on  the  Contrar)%  he  was  as 
forward  and  active  as  any  of  them,  except  that  he 
was  not  in  the  first  Secret,  nor  in  the  Murders),  he 
might  have  escaped  what  afterwards  became  so  justly 
his  Due  ;  but  as  they  had  acted  together,  Justice  re- 
quired that  they  should  suffer  together ;  and  accord- 
ingly Gcru%  IVillMViS^  Bthin,  Melvin,  JVinter,  Peter- 
son, Rollsou,  and  Maccmvley,  received  the  Reward  of 
their  Cruelty  and  Blood  at  the  Gallows,  being  all 
executed  together,  on  the  eleventh  of  yune. 

It  happened  that  dm'  being  a  verj-  strong  Man, 
and  giving  a  kind  of  a  Spring,  it  so  strained  the 
Rope,  that  on  some  People  pulling  him  by  the  Legs, 
it  broke,  and  he  fell  down,  after  he  had  remained 
about  four  Minutes  suspended.  His  fall  stunned 
him  a  little,  but  as  soon  as  he  was  taken  up,  he 
recovered  himself  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  ascend  the 
Ladder  a  second  Time,  which  he  did,  with  ver)-  litde 
Concern,  dying  with  the  same  brutal  Ferocity  which 
animated  all  his  Actions  while  alive.  His  Body 
hunsf  in  Chains  over  airainst  Grcaiwu/i,  as  that  of 
IVilliams  does  over  aeainst  Blackzcall. 
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APPENDIX. 


L  T  H  O  U  G  H     the     several     Histories 
which  are  related  within  the  Compass  of 
this  Appendix  do  not  properly  fall   under 
the  general  Title  of  this  Work,   most  ot 
them  having  fallen  out  in  a  period  of  Time    Ion.: 
before  that  to  which  I  have  fixed  the  Beginning  of 
these  Memoirs  of  the  unfortunate  Victims  to  public 
Justice,  yet  there  are  two  Reasons  which  determiner.*, 
me  to  give  these  Narratives  a  Place  in  this  Collec 
tion.    The  first  is,  that  the  Wonders  of  Providence 
signalised  in  these  Transactions,  might  hereby  !• 
recorded,  and  preserved  to  Posterity  ;  and  the  other 
that  the  Wicked  might  from  the  Perusal  be  detern  ' 
from  pursuing  their  vicious  Courses,  from  the  Pros 
pect   of  those    sudden,   dreadful,   and    unexpecii. 
Strokes  which  the  best  hid  criminal  Practices  hav 
met  with  from  the  unsearchable  Conduct  of  Dii: 
yustice ;    and   as   these    Arguments    had    Weiu 
enough  to  engage  me  to  the   Performance  of  th 
Work,  so  I  hope  they  will  also  incline  my  Readers  : 
peruse  them  with  that  Improvement  and    Delii:- 
which  I  have  ever  aimed  to  excite  in  the  Course  • 
my  Labours. 
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^4  True  atid  Perfect  Accoufit  of  t/ie  Examination, 
Confession,  Trial,  Condemnation,  and  Execution 
of  John  Perry,  his  Mother  aptd  Brother,  for  ilu 
supposed  Murder  ^William  Harrison,  Gent 

PON  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1660,  William  Harrison,  Steivard  to  the 
Lculy  Viscount  Campden,  at  Campden  in 
Gloucester,  being  about  seventy  Years  of 
Age,  walked  from  Campden  aforesaid  to  Charring- 
worth,  about  two  Miles  from  thence,  to  receive  his 
Ladys  Rents ;  and  not  returning  so  early  as  formerly, 
his  Wife  (Mrs.  Harrisofi),  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  in  the  Evening,  sent  her  Servant,  yohn 
Perry,  to  meet  his  Master  on  the  Way  from  Cluir- 
ringworth  ;  but  neither  Mr.  Harrison  nor  his  Servant 
returning  that  Night,  the  next  Morning  early  Edward 
Harrison  {}Villiams  Son)  went  towards  C/iarring- 
worth  to  enquire  after  his  Father,  when  on  the  Way 
he  met  Perry  coming  thence ;  and  being  informed  by 
him  he  was  not  there,  they  went  together  to  Ebring- 
ton,  a  Village  between  Cluirringiuorth  and  Campden^ 
where  they  were  told  by  one  Daniel,  that  Mr. 
Harrisoti  called  at  his  House  the  Evening  before,  in 
his  Return  from  Cliarringiuorth,  but  stayed  not 
Then  they  went  to  Paxford,  about  half  a  Mile  from 
thence,  where  hearing  nothing  of  Mr.  Harrison,  they 
returned  towards  Campden,  and  on  the  Way  hearing 
of  a  Hat,  Batul,  a  fid  Comb,  taken  up  on  the  High- 
way (between  Ebington  and  Campden^  by  a  poor 
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Woman  than  leasing  in  the  Field,  they  sought  her  ' 
out  With  her  they  found  Hat^  Band,  and  Com'/, 
which  they  knew  to  be  Mr.  Harrisons  ;  and  bein:;  | 
brought  by  the  Woman  to  the  Place  where  she 
found  the  same  (in  the  Highway  between  E&ingion 
and  Campden,  near  unto  a  great  Furzebrake\  thej* 
there  searched  for  Mr.  Harrison,  supposing  he  had 
been  murdered,  the  Hat  and  Comb  being  hacked 
and  cut,  and  Band  bloody ;  but  nothing  more  could 
be  there  found.  The  News  hereof  coming  to  Camp- 
den,  so  alarmed  the  Town,  that  the  Men,  Women, 
and  Children  hasted  thence  in  Multitudes,  to  search 
for  Mr.  Harrisons  supposed  dead  Body ;  but  all 
in  vain. 

Mrs.  Harrisons  Fears  for  her  Husband  being 
great,  were  now  much  increased ;  and  having  sent 
her  Servant  Perry  (the  Evening  before)  to  meet  his 
Master,  his  not  returning  that  Night  caused  a  Sus- 
picion  that  he  had  robbed  and  murdered  him ;  and 
thereupon  the  said  Perry  was  the  next  Day  brought 
before  a  Justice  of  Peace,  and  being  examined 
concerning  his  Master's  Absence,  and  his  own  staying 
out  the  Night  he  went  to  meet  him,  gave  this 
Account  of  himself:  That  his  Mistress  sending  him 
to  meet  his  Master,  between  eight  and  nine  o'Qock 
in  the  Evening,  he  went  down  Campden  Field, 
towards  Charringworth  about  a  Land's  Length, 
where  meeting  one  William  Read,  of  Campden,  he 
acquainted  him  with  his  Errand,  and  farther  told 
him,  that  as  it  was  growing  Dark  he  was  afraid  to  go 
forwards,  and  would  therefore  return  and  fetch  his 
young  Master's  Horse  and  come  back  with  him.  He 
did  return  to  Mr.  Harrisons  Court  Gate,  where  they 
parted,  and  he  stayed  till  one  Pierce  came  by ;  he 
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went  again  with  him  about  a  Bow's  Shot  into  the 
Fields,  and  retumeii  with  him  likewise  to  his  Master  s 
Gate,  where  they  also  parted.  And  the  said  yohn 
Perry  averred,  diat  he  went  into  his  Master's  Hen- 
roost^ where  he  layabout  an  Hour,  but  slept  not,  and 
when  the  Clock  struck  twelve  arose  and  went  towards 
Charringn^orth^  until  a  great  Mist  arising,  he  lost 
his  Way,  and  so  lay  the  Rest  of  the  Night  under  a 
Hedge,  and  at  Break  of  Day  on  Friday  Morning 
went  to  Charringicorth^  where  he  enquired  for  his 
Master  of  Edicard  Plaistercr^  who  told  him  he  had 
been  with  him  the  Afternoon  before,  and  received 
three  and  tzccnty  Pounds  of  him,  but  stayed  not  long 
with  him.  He  went  to  William  Curtis  of  the  same 
Town,  who  told  him  he  heard  his  Master  was  at  his 
House  the  Day  before,  but  being  not  at  Home,  did 
not  see  him.  After  this  he  said  he  returned  home- 
wards (it  being  about  five  o'Clock  in  the  Morning), 
when  on  the  Way  he  met  his  Masters  Son,  with 
whom  he  went  to  Ebringtopi  and  Pax/t>rd,  etc.,  as 
has  been  related.  Reed,  Pierce^  Plaisterer^  and 
Curtis^  being  examined,  affirmed  what  Perry  had 
said  concerning  them  to  be  true. 

Perry  being  then  asked  by  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  how  he  who  was  afraid  to  ^o  to  C/iarrin<r^ 
7oorth  at  nine  o'Clock,  became  so  bold  as  to  go  thither 
at  twelve,  answered,  that  at  nine  o'Clock  it  was  dark, 
but  at  twelve  the  Moon  shone.  Being  farther  asked, 
why  returning  twice  Home,  after  his  Mistress  had 
sent  him  to  meet  his  Master,  and  staying  till  t\velve 
of  the  Clock,  he  went  not  into  the  House  to  know 
whether  his  Master  was  come,  before  he  went  a  third 
Time  at  that  Time  of  Night  to  look  after  him,  he 
answered,  that  he  .knew  his  Master  was  not  come 
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home,  because  he  saw  a  Light  in  his  Chamber  Win- 
dow, which  never  used  to  be  there  so  late  when  he 
was  at  Home. 

Yet  notwithstanding  this,  that  Perry  had  said,  for 
staying  forth  that  Night,  it  was  not  thought  fit  to 
discharge  him,  until  further  Enquiry  was  made  after 
Mr.  Harrison,  and  accordingly  he  continued  in  Cus- 
tody at  Campden,  sometimes  in  an  Inn  there,  and 
sometimes  in  the  common  Prison,  from  Saturday, 
August  the  1 8th,  to  the  Friday  following,  after  which 
Time  he  was  again  examined  at  Campden,  by  the 
aforesaid  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  said  nothing  more 
than  before ;  nor  at  that  Time  could  any  further  Dis- 
covery be  made  what  was  become  of  Mr.  Harrison, 
But  it  hath  been  said,  that  during  his  Restraint  at 
Campden,  he  told  some  (who  pressed  him  to  confess 
what  he  knew  concerning  his  Master),  that  a  Tinker 
had  killed  him  ;  and  to  others  he  said  a  Gentleman's 
Servant  of  the  Neighbourhood  had  robbed  and  mur- 
dered him ;  and  others  again  he  told  that  he  was 
murdered  and  hid  in  a  Bean-Riek,  in  Campden,  where 
Search  was  in  vain  made  for  him.  At  length  he 
gave  out,  that  if  he  was  again  carried  before  the 
Justice,  he  would  discover  that  to  him  which  he 
would  not  do  to  anybody  else;  and  thereupon  he 
was  on  Friday,  August  the  24th,  again  brought 
before  the  Justice,  who  first  examined  him,  and  asked 
him  whether  he  would  confess  what  was  become  of 
his  Master.  He  answered,  he  was  murdered,  but 
not  by  him.  The  Justice  then  telling  him,  that  if 
he  knew  his  Master  to  be  murdered,  he  knew  like- 
wise by  whom  he  was,  so  he  acknowledged  he  did ; 
and  being  urged  to  confess  what  he  knew  concerning 
it,  affirmed  diat  it  was  his  Motlier  and  Brotfier  that 
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had  murdered  his  Master.  The  Justice  then  advised 
him  to  consider  what  he  said,  telling  him,  that  he 
feared  he  might  be  guilty  of  his  Masters  Death  ; 
and  that  he  should  not  draw  more  Innocent  Blood 
upon  his  Head ;  for  what  he  now  charged  his  Mot/ur 
and  BroUur  with  might  cost  them  their  Lives,  But 
he  affirming  he  spoke  nothing  but  the  Truth,  and 
that  if  he  was  immediately  to  die  he  would  justify  it, 
the  Justice  desired  him  to  declare  how,  and  when 
they  did  it 

He  then  told  him,  that  his  Mather  and  Brother 
had  lain  at  him,  ever  since  he  came  into  his  Master  s 
Service,  to  help  them  to  Money,  telling  him  how 
poor  they  were,  and  that  it  was  in  his  Power  to  re- 
lieve them  by  giving  them  Notice  when  his  Master 
went  to  receive  his  Ladys  Rents,  for  they  would 
then  way-lay  and  rob  him ;  and  further  said,  that 
upon   TTuirsday  Morning  his  Master  went  to  Cluir- 
ringzwrth.     Going  of  an  Errand  into  the  Town,  he 
met  his  Brother  in  the  Street,  whom  he  then  told 
whither  his  Master  was  going,  and  that  if  he  way- 
laid him  he  might  have  his  Money.    He  further  said, 
that  in  the  Evening  his  Mistress  sent  him  to  meet 
his    Master,  going   out    with    this  object,   he   met 
his    Brot/ier    in    the    Street,    before   his    Masters 
Gate,  and  they  went  together  to  the  Church-Vardy 
about  a  Stone's  throw  from  Mr  Harrisons  Gate, 
where  they  parted,   he  going  the   Foot  way  be- 
yond the  Church.    They  met  again,   and  so  went 
together  the  Way  leading  to  Charringxoorth,  until 
they  came  to  a  Gate  about  a  Bow's  Shot  from  Ciimp- 
dot  Church,  that  goes  into  a  Ground  of  the  Lady 
CampdenSy  called  the  Cony^rce  (which  to  those  who 
have  a  Key  to  go  through  the  Garden,  is  the  next 
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from  that  place  to  Mr.  Harrisons  House.       When 
they  came  near  unto  that  Gate,  he  (the  said  yohn 
Perry)  told  his  Brother,  that  he  believed  his  Master 
was  just  gone  into  the  Couygree  (for  it  was  then  so 
dark  they  could  not  discern  any  Man,  so  as  to  know 
him),  but  perceiving  one  to  go  into  that  Ground,  and 
knowing  there  was  no  Way  (but  for  those  who  had  a 
Key)  through  the  Gardens,  he  concluded  it  was  his 
Master ;  and  so  he  told  his  Brother,  if  he  followed  him 
he  might  have  his  Money,  and  he  in  the  Meantime, 
would  walk  a  Turn  in  the  Fields,  which  accordingly  he 
did.     Then  following  his  Brother  to  about  the  Mid- 
dle of  the   Conygree,  he  found  his   Master  on  the 
Ground,  his  Brother  upon  him,  and  his  Mother  stand- 
ing by.     Being  asked  whether  his   Master  was  dead, 
he  answered,  no ;  for  that  after  he  came  to  them,  his 
Master  cried,  ah,  Rogues  !  will  you  kill  me  }  at  which 
he  told  his  Brother,  he  hoped  he  would  not  kill  his 
Master.    He  replied,  peace,  peace,  youVe  a  Fool,  and 
so  strangled  him,  which  having  done,  he  took  a  Bai^ 
of  Money  out  of  his  Master  s  Pocket  and  threw  into 
his  Mother  s  Lap  ;  and  then  he  and  his  Brother  car- 
ried his  Master  s  dead  Body  into  the  Garden,  adjoin- 
ing to  the  Conygree,  where  they  consulted  what  to  do 
with  it.     They  at   length   agreed  to  throw  it  into 
the  great   Smk,  by  Wallingtons  Mill,  behind  the 
Garden.     But  his  Mother  and  Brother  bid  him  c^^ 
up  to  the  Court  (next  the  House)  to  hearken  whether 
any  one  was  stirring,  and  they  would  throw  the  Bod} 
into  the  Sink.     And  being  asked,  whether  it  was 
there,  he  said,  he  knew  not,  for  that  he  left  it  in  the 
Garden,  but  his  Mother  and  Brother  said  they  woulJ 
throw  it  there ;  and  if  it  was  not  there,  he  knew  no: 
where  it  was,  for  that  he  returned  no  more  to  them. 
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but  gjoinor  into  the  Court  Gate,  which  leads  into  the 
Town,  he  met  witli  yokfi  Piart\  with  whom  he  went 
into   the  Field,  and  again  returned  with  him  to  his 
Master's  Gate.     After  this  he  went  into  the  Henroost^ 
where   he    lay   till    twelve    o'Clock  at    Night,    but 
slept    not,   and   having   (when   he    came   from   his 
Mother  ^sA  Brotlur)  brought  with  him  his  Master's 
Hat^  Band,  and  Comb^  which  he  laid  in  the  Henroost^ 
he    carried   them,   and   threw  them  (after   he    had 
given  them  three  or  four  Cuts  with  his  Knife)   in 
the  Highway,  where  they  were  afterwards  found ;  and 
being  asked,  what  he  intended  by  so  doing,  said,  he 
did  it  that  it  miofht  be  believed  his  Master  had  been 
there  robbed  and  murdered.     And  having  thus  dis- 
posed of  his  Hixt^  Baud,  and  Comf^,  he  went  towards 
C/uirriu^cfort/i,  &c.,  as  hath  been  related 

Upon  this  Confession,  and  Accusation,  the  Justice 
gave  order  for  the  apprehending  of  ^oan  and  Richard 
Ptrr}\  the  Mother  and  Brother  of  jfohn  Perry,  and 
for  searching  the  Sink^  where  Mr.  Harrisopfs  Body 
was  said  to  be  thrown,  which  was  accordingly  done ; 
but  nothing  of  him  could  be  there  found.    The  Fish- 
Pools  likewise  in  Campden  were  drawn  and  searched, 
but  nothincr  could  there  be  found  either ;    so  that 
some  were  of  Opinion,  the  Body  might  be  laid  in  the 
Ruins  of  Campden  House,  burnt  in  the  late  Wars, 
and  not  unfit  for  such  a  Concealment,  where  likewise 
Search  was  made,  but  all  in  vain.     On  Saturday. 
August  25,  yoan  and  Riehard  Perry,  together  witli 
/(>////  Perry,  were  brought  before  the  Justice,  who 
acquainted  the  said  ^oau  and    Riehard  with  what 
/(>//;/  had  lain  to  their  Charge,     They  denied  all, 
with  many  Imprecations  on  themselves  if  they  were 
in  the  least  Guilty  of  anytliing  of  which  they  were 
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accused ;  but  yokn  on  the  other  Side  affirmed  to 
their  Faces,  that  he  had  spoken  nothing  but  the 
Truth,  and  that  they  had  murdered  his  Master  ;  fur- 
ther telling  them,  diat  he  could  never  be  quiet  for 
them,  since  he  came  into  his  Master's  Service,  bdng 
continually  followed  by  them  K)  help  them  to  Mone)', 
which  they  told  him  he  might  do  by  giving  them 
Notice  when  his  Master  went  to  receive  his  Lady's 
Rents;  and  that  he  meeting  his  'QroXher' Ru/iard  in 
Campden  Town,  the  Thursday  Morning  his  Master 
went  to  Charringworth,  he  told  him  whither  he  was 
going,  and  upon  what  Errand.  Richard  confessed 
he  met  his  Brother  that  morning  and  spoke  with 
him,  but  nothing  passed  between  them  to  that  Pur- 
pose ;  and  both  he  and  his  Mother  told  yokn,  he  was 
a  Villain  to  accuse  them  wrongfully,  as  he  had  done : 
but  yohn  on  the  other  Side  affirmed  that  he  had 
spoke  nothing  but  the  Truth,  and  would  justify  it  to 
his  Death. 

One  remarkable  Circumstance  happened  in  the 
Return  of  these  Prisoners  from  the  justice's  House, 
to  Campden,  viz.,  Richard  Perry  (following  a  good 
Distance  behind  his  Brother  yohn)  pulling  a  Clout 
out  of  his  Pocket,  dropped  a  Ball  of  Inkle,  which 
one  of  his  Guard  taking  up,  he  desired  him  to  restore 
it,  saying  it  was  only  his  Wife's  Hair-Lace;  but  the 
Party  opening  it,  and  finding  a  slip  Knot  at  the  End, 
went  and  shewed  it  unto  yohn,  who  was  then  a  good 
Distance  before,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  dropping 
and  taking  up  of  this  Inkle  ;  but  being  shewn  it, 
and  asked  whether  he  knew  it,  he  shook  his  Head  and 
said,  yes,  to  his  Sorrow  ;  for  that  was  the  String  his 
Brother  strangled  his  Master  with.  This  was  sworn 
upon    tlie  Evidence  at  their  Trial.     The    Morrow 
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being  the  Lard's  Day^  they  remained  at  Campdm^ 
^'here  the  Minister  of  the  Place  designing  to  speak 
to  them  (if  possible  to  persuade  them  to  Repentance, 
and  a  farther  Confession),  they  were  brought  to 
Church,  and  in  their  Way  thither,  passing  by 
Richarifs  House,  two  of  his  Children  meeting  him, 
he  took  the  lesser  on  his  Arm,  leading  the  other  in 
his  Hand,  when  on  a  sudden  both  their  Noses  fell  a 
bleeding,  which  was  looked  upon  as  ominous. 

Here  it  will  be  no  impertinent  Digression  to  tell, 
how  the  Year  before,  Mr.  Harrison  had  his  House 
broke  open,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'Qock  at 
Noon,  upon  Campden  Market  Day,  whilst  he 
and  his  whole  Family*^  were  at  the  Electure.  A 
Ladder  being  set  'up  to  a  Window  of  the  second 
Storj\  and  an  Iron  Bar  wrenched  thence  with  a 
Ploughshare^  which  was  left  in  the  Room,  Sevcftscore 
Pounds  in  Money  was  carried  away ;  the  Authors  of 
which  Robbery  could  never  be  found. 

Not  many  Weeks  after  this,  his  Servant  Perry  one 
Evening  in  Campden  Garden,  made  an  hideous  Out- 
er)-, whereas  some  who  heard  it  coming  in,  met  him 
running  and  seemingly  affrighted,  with  a  Sheep  Piek 
in  his  Hand,  to  w^hom  he  told  a  formal  Storj-,  how  he 
had  been  set  upon  by  two  Men  in  white,  with  naked 
Swords,  and  how  he  defended  himself  with  his  Siuep 
Pkk^  the  Handle  whereof  was  cut  in  \?ko  or  three 
places,  and  so  likewise  was  a  Key  in  his  Pocket, 
which  he  said  was  done  with  one  of  their  Swords. 
These  Passages  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  having 
before  heard,  and  calling  them  to  mind  upon  Perry  s 
Confession,  asked  him  first  concerning  the  Robber>\ 
when  his  Master  lost  Scvenscore  Pounds^  out  of  his 
House  at  Noon  Day  ;  whether  he  knew  who  did  it  ? 
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He  answered.  Yes,  it  was  his  Brother;  and  beinj 
farther  asked,  whether  he  was  with  him,  he 
answered.  No,  he  was  at  Church ;  but  that  he  gacv-r 
him  Notice  of  the  Money,  and  told  him  in  ^rhkh 
Room  it  was,  and  where  He  might  have  a  Ladder, 
that  would  reach  the  Window ;  and  that  his  Brorfier 
after  told  him  he  had  the  Money,  and  had  buried  it  ir. 
his  Garden,  and  that  they  were  at  MkluulmtLs  next  tio 
have  divided  it ;  whereupon  search  was  made  in  the 
Garden,  but  no  money  could  be  there  found*  Anc: 
being  further  asked  concerning  that  other  Passage, 
of  his  being  assaulted  in  the  Garden,  he  confessed  fr 
was  all  a  Fiction ;  and  that  having  a  Design  to  rob 
his  Master  he  did  it 

At  the  next  Assizes,  which  were  held  in  September 
following,  yohn,  yoaUy  and  Ricliard  Perry^  had  two 
Indictments  found  a^^ainst  them,  one  for  breaking' 
into  IVilliam  Harrisons  House,  and  robbing  him  01 
one  hundred  AwA  forty  Poufids  in  the  Year  1659  ;  the 
other  for  robbing  and  murdering  the  said  William 
Harrison  on  the  i6th  day  of  August^  1660.  Upon 
the  last  Indictment,  the  Judge  of  the  Assizes,  Sir  C. 
T,,  would  not  try  them,  because  the  Body  was  nor 
found ;  but  they  were  then  tried  upon  the  other 
Indictment  for  Robbery,  to  which  they  pleaded  not 
guilty,  but  some  whispering  behind  them,  the>'  soon 
after  pleaded  guilty,  humbly  begging  the  Benefit  of 
his  Majesty  5  gracious  Pardon,  and  Act  of  Oblivion, 
which  was  granted  them.  But  though  they  pleaded 
guilty  to  their  Indictment  being  thereunto  promised 
(as  {>robablc)  by  some  who  were  unwilling  to  lose 
Time,  and  trouble  the  Court  with  their  Trial 
pardon  in  regard  to  the  ^Ict  of  OUivion,  yet 
they  all  afterwards  and  at  their  Death,  denied  that 
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they  were  griulty  of  that  Robbery,  or  that  they  knew 
who  did  it ;  yet  at  his  Assize,  as  several  credible 
Persons  have  affirmed,  ydhn  Perry  still  persisted  in 
his  Story,  that  his  Mother  and  Brother  had  murdered 
his  Master;  and  farther  added,  that  they  had  at- 
tempted to  poison  him  in  Goal,  so  that  he  durst 
neither  eat  or  drink  with  them. 

At  the  next  Assizes,  which  was  held  the  Springs 
following,  yoAn,  yoan^  and  Richard  Perry  were  by 
the  then  Judge  of  Assize,  Sir  B.  H.,  tried  upon  the 
Indictment  of  Murder,  and  pleaded  thereunto  seve- 
rally not  guilty  ;  and  when  jfohns  Confession  before 
the  Justice  was  proved,  viva  voce,  by  several  Wit- 
nesses who  heard  the  same,  he  told  them  he  was  then 
mad,  and  knew  not  what  he  said.  The  other  two, 
Ric/tard  and  yoan  Perry,  said  they  were  wholly 
Innocent  of  what  they  were  accused,  and  that  they 
knew  nothing  of  Mn  Harrisopis  Death,  nor  what 
was  become  of  him ;  and  Richard  said,  that  his  Bro- 
ther had  accused  others,  as  well  as  him,  to  have 
murdered  his  Master;  which  the  Judge  bidding  him 
prove,  he  said  that  most  of  those  who  had  given 
Evidence  against  him  knew  it ;  but  naming  none,  not 
any  one  spoke  to  it  And  so  the  Jur\'  found  them 
all  three  guilty.  Some  few  days  after,  being  brought 
to  the  Place  of  their  Execution,  which  was  on  lircHxd- 
icay  Hill  in  sight  of  LampdeUy  tiie  Mother  (who  was 
reputed  a  Witch,  and  to  have  bewitched  her  Sons, 
that  they  would  confess  nothing  while  she  lived),  was 
first  executed  ;  after  which  Richard  being  upon  the 
Ladder,  professed  as  he  did  all  along,  tiiat  he  was 
wholly  Innocent  of  the  Fact,  for  which  he  was  then 
to  die  ;  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  I/arrisons 
Death,  nor  what  was  become  of  him  ;  and  did  with 
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great  Earnestness  beg  and  beseech  his  Brother  (for 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  whole  World,  and  his  own 
Conscience)  to  declare  what  he  knew  concerning 
him  ;  but  he  with  a  dogged  and  surly  Carriage, 
told  the  People,  he  was  not  obliged  to  confess  to 
them ;  yet  immediately  before  his  Death,  said  he 
knew  nothing  of  his  Masters  Death,  nor  what 
was  become  of  him  ;  but  they  might  hereafter 
possibly  hear. 

Mr.  Harrison's  Account  of  his  being  absent  two 
Years,  and  of  his  Return  home,  addressed  to  Sir 
Thomas  Overbery,  Knight. 

Hofioured  Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  Commands,  I  give  you  this 
true  Account  of  my  being  carried  away  beyond  the 
Seas,  my  Continuance  there,  and  return  home. 

On  Thursday  in  the  Afternoon,  in  the  Time  of 
Harvest,  I  went  to  Charringworth,  to  demand  Rents 
due  to  my  Lady  Campden.  The  Tenants  were  busy 
in  the  Fields,  and  late  before  they  came  home,  which 
occasioned  my  Stay  there  till  the  Close  of  Evening. 
I  expected  a  considerable  Sum,  but  received  only 
twenty-three  Pounds  and  no  more.  In  my  Return 
home  (in  the  narrow  Passages  amongst  Ebrington 
Furzes)  there  met  me  one  Horseman,  and  said.  Art 
thou  there  ?  and  I  fearing  that  he  would  have  rode 
over  me,  struck  his  Horse  over  the  Nose,  whereupon 
he  struck  me  with  his  Sword  several  Blows,  and  run 
it  into  my  Side,  while  I  with  my  little  Cane,  made  my 
Defence  as  well  as  I  could.  At  last  another  came 
behind  me,  run  me  into  the  Thigh,  laid  hold  on  the 


Appendix.  451 

Collar  of  my  Doublet,  and  drew  me  to  a  Hedge,  near 
to  the  Place.     Then  came  in  another :  they  did  not 
take  away  my  Money,  but  mounted  me  behind  one 
of  them,  drew  my  Arms  about  his  Middle,  and  fas- 
tened my  Wrists  together  with  something  that  had  a 
Spring  Lock  to  it,  as  I  conceived,  by  hearing  it  give 
a  Snap  as  they  put  it  on ;  then  they  threw  a  great 
Cloak  over  me,  and  carried  me  away.     In  the  Night 
they  alighted  at  a  Hayrick,  which  stood  near  unto  a 
Stone-pit,  by  a  Wall-side,  where  they  took  away  my 
Money.     About  two  hours  before  Day  (as  1  heard 
one  of  them  tell  the  other  he  thought  it  to  be  then) 
they  tumbled  me  into  the  Stone- Pit ;  they  staid  as  1 
thought,  about  an   Hour  at   the    Hayrick.     When 
they  took  Horse  again,  one  of  them  bade  me  come 
out  of  the   Pit     I  answered,  they  had  my  Money 
already ;  and  asked  what  they  would  do  with  me ; 
whereupon  he  struck  me  again,  drew  me  out,  and  put 
a  great  Quantity  of  Money  into  my  Pockets,  and 
mounted  me  again,  after  the  same  Manner ;  and  on 
Friday  about  Sunsetting,  they  brought  me  to  a  lone 
House  upon  a  Heath,  by  a  Thicket  of  Bushes,  where 
they  took  me  down  almost  Dead,  being  sorely  bruised 
with  the  Carriage  of  the  Money.    When  the  Woman 
of  the  House  saw  that   I  could  neither  stand  nor 
s|)eak,   she   asked   them  whether   or   no   they  had 
brought  a  dead  Man  ?     They  answered,  no,  but  a 
Friend  that  was  hurt,  and  tliey  were  carr)'ing  me  to 
a  Surgeon.     She  answered,  if  they  did   not  make 
haste,  their  Friend  would  be  dead  before  they  could 
bring  him  to  one.     There  they  laid  me  on  Cushions, 
and  suffered  none  to  come  into  the  Room  but  a  little 
(lirl.     We  stayed  all   Night,  they  giving  me  some 
Hroth,  and  strong  Waters.     In  die   Morning  very 
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early,  they  mounted  me  as  before,  and  on  Saturda-. 
Night,  they  broujfht  me  to  a  Place,  where  were  tw- 
or  three  Houses,  in  one  of  which  1  lay  all  Night,  on 
Cushions  by  their  Bed-side.  On  Strnday  Nlomin;:: 
they  carried  me  from  thence ;  and  about  three  or  four 
of  the  Clock,  they  brought  me  to  a  Place  by  the  Sea 
Side,  called  Deal,  where  they  laid  me  down  on  the 
Ground,  and  one  of  them  staying  by  me,  the  other 
two  walked  a  little  off  to  meet  a  Man,  with  whom 
they  talked  ;  and  in  their  Discourse,  I  heard  them 
mention  seven  Pounds,  after  which  they  went  away 
together,  and  about  half  an  hour  after  returned.  Thc 
Man  (whose  Name,  as  I  after  heard,  was  Wrettshaz..' 
said  he  feared  1  would  die,  before  they  could  get  me 
on  Board.  Then  presently  they  put  me  into  a  Boat, 
and  carried  me  on  Ship  board,  where  my  Wounds 
were  dressed.  I  remained  in  the  Ship,  as  near  as  1 
could  reckon,  about  six  Weeks,  in  which  Time  1  was 
indifferently  recovered  of  my  Wounds  and  Weak- 
nesses. Then  the  Master  of  the  Ship  came  and  told 
me  (and  the  Rest  who  were  in  the  same  Condition  1 
that  he  had  discovered  three  Turkish  Ships.  We  all 
offered  to  Fight  in  defence  of  the  Ship,  and  ourselves, 
but  he  commanded  us  to  keep  close ;  and  said,  he 
would  deal  with  them  well  enough.  A  little  while 
after,  he  called  us  up,  and  when  we  came  on  Deck, 
\\i-,  saw  two  Turkish  Ships,  close  by  us.  Into  one 
ii\  them  we  were  put,  and  placed  in  a  dark  hole. 
where  how  long  we  continued  before  we  were  landed. 
1  know  not.  When  we  were  landed,  they  led  us  two 
days'  Journey,  and  put  us  into  a  great  House  or 
I'ri'^on,  where  we  remained  four  Days  and  a  half,  and 
ih<  11  came  eight  Men  to  view  us,  who  seemed  to  1m^ 
'Jiiicers;  they  called    us,  and   examined  us,  of  our 
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Trades   and   Callings,   which   every  one  answered. 
One  said  he  was  a  Surgeon  ;  another  that  he  was  a 
Broad  Cloth  Weaver ;  and  I  after  two  or  three  De- 
mands, said,   I  had  some  skill  in   Physic,  we  three 
\vere  set  by,  and  taken  by  three  of  these  eight  Men, 
that  came  to  view  us.     It  was  my  Chance  to  be 
chosen  by  a  grave  Physician,  of  eighty-seven  Years 
of  Age,  who  lived  near  to  Smyrna,  who  had  formerly 
been  in  England,  and  knew  Croivland  in  Lincoln- 
shire, which  he  preferred  before  all  other  Places  in 
England.     He  employed  me  to  keep  his  Still- House, 
and  gave  me  a  Silver  Bowl,  double  Gilt,  to  drink  in. 
>Iy  business  was  most  in  that  Place  ;  but  once  he  set 
me  to  gather  Cotton-wool,  which  I  not  doing  he  struck 
me  to  the  Ground,  and  after  drew  his  Stilletto  to  Stab 
me ;  but  I  holding  up  my  hands  to  him,  he  gave  a 
Stamp,  and  turned  from  me,  for  which,   I    render 
thanks  to  my  Lord  and  Saviour  J'tsus  Christ,  who 
staid  his  hand  and  preserved  me.     I  was  there  about 
a  Year  and  three  Quarters,  and  then  my  Master  fell 
Sick  on    Thursday  and  sent  for  me,  and  callinof  me 
as  he  used  by  the  Name  of  Bell,  told  me  he  should 
die,  and  bid  me  shift  for  myself.    He  died  on  Satur- 
day  following,  -and    I    presently  hastened  with  my 
Bowl,  to  a  Port  almost  a  Day's  Journey  distant,  the 
Wav  to  which  Place  I  knew,  havinix  been  twice  there 
employed  by  my  Master,  about  the  Carriage  of  the 
Cotton-Wool.     When   I  came  thither,  I  addressed 
myself  to  two  Men,  who  came  out  of  a  Ship  of  Ham- 
borough,  which  (as  they  said)  was  bound  for  Portugal, 
within  three  or  four  Days.     I  enquired  of  them  for 
an  English  Ship,  they  answered  there  was  none.     I 
entreated   them   to  take  me  into   their  Ship,  they 
answered,  they  durst  not,  for  fear  of  being  discovered 
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by  the  Searcliers,  which  might  Occasion  the  For- 
feiture, not  only  of  their  Goods,  but  also  of  their 
Lives.  I  was  very  importunate  with  them,  but  could 
not  prevail ;  they  left  me  to  wait  on  Providence, 
which  at  length  brought  another  out  of  the  same 
Ship,  to  whom  I  made  known  my  Condition,  cravinj; 
his  Assistance,  for  my  Transportation.  He  made 
me  the  like  Answer  as  the  Former,  and  was  as  stiff 
in  his  Denial,  till  the  Sight  of  my  Bowl  put  him  to 
Pause.  He  returned  to  the  Ship,  and  after  an  HourV 
space,  came  back  again  accompanied  with  another 
Seaman,  and  for  my  Bowl,  undertook  to  Transpori 
me,  but  told  me  I  must  be  contented  to  lie  down  in 
the  Keel,  and  endure  much  Hardship,  which  I  was 
content  to*  do,  to  gain  my  Liberty.  So  they  took  mc 
on  Board,  and  placed  me  below  in  the  Vessel,  in  a 
very  uneasy  Place,  and  obscured  me  with  Boards, 
and  other  Things,  where  I  lay  undiscovered,  not- 
withstanding the  strict  Search,  that  was  made  in  tlu 
Vessel.  My  two  Chapmen,  who  had  my  Bowl,  hon 
estly  furnished  me  with  Victuals  daily,  until  >vr 
arrived  at  Lisbon  in  Portugal,  where  (as  soon  as  iIk 
Master  had  left  the  Ship,  and  was  gone  into  the 
City)  they  set  me  on  Shore  Moneyless,  to  shift  for 
myself.  I  knew  not  what  Course  to  take  ;  but  a^ 
Providence  led  me,  I  went  up  into  the  City,  anvi 
came  into  a  fair  Street,  and  being  weary  I  turned  ni\ 
Back  to  a  Wall,  and  leaned  upon  my  Staff;  over 
against  me  were  four  Gentlemen  discoursing  together, 
after  a  while  one  of  them  came  to  me,  and  spake  v> 
me  a  Language  that  I  understood  not.  I  told  hi: ' 
I  was  an  Englishman,  and  understood  not  what  lu 
spoke,  lie  answered  me  in  plain  Eiiglish^  that  :• 
understood  me,  and  was  himself  born  at  Wisbtxh  \\ 
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JLiMcol$tshire.  Then  I  related  to  him  my  sad  Con- 
dition, and  he  taking  Compassion  on  me,  took  me 
Avith  him,  provided  me  for  Lodging  and  Diet,  and  by 
his  Interest,  with  a  Master  of  a  Ship,  bound  for  Eng- 
landy  procured  my  Passage ;  and  bringing  me  on 
Ship-board,  he  bestowed  Wine,  and  Strong  Waters 
on  me,  and  at  his  Return,  gave  me  eight  Stivers,  and 
conrunended  me  to  the  Care  of  the  Master  of  the 
Ship,  who  landed  me  Safe  at  DovcTy  from  whence  I 
made  a  Shift  to  get  to  London^  where  being  furnished 
with  Necessaries  I  came  into  the  Countrj*. 

Thus,  honoured  Sir,  I  have  given  you  a  true 
Account  of  my  great  Sufferings  and  happy  Deliver- 
ance, by  the  ISIercy  and  Goodness  of  God^  my  most 
gracious  Father  in  yesus  Christy  my  Saviour  and 
Redeemer ;  to  whose  Name  be  ascribed  all  Honour^ 
Praise^  and  Glory,  I  conclude  and  rest. 

Your  1VorsAip*s 

In  id/  dutiful  Respect, 

William  Harrison. 

Before  I  part  with  this  Story,  it  is  proper  for  me 
to  remark,  that  though  it  does  not  contain  any  extra- 
ordinary Mark  of  the  Wisdom  of  Providence,  yet 
being  in  its  Nature  strange,  and  having  hitherto 
escaped  any  other  Collection,  I  thought  it  not  impro- 
per to  be  preser\*ed  here,  since  some  of  the  Circum- 
stances are  of  such  a  Nature,  as  not  to  be  parallelled 
in  any  English  Story.  In  the  following  Relation  I 
kept  stricdy  up  to  the  Motives  which  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  Beginning  of  this  Appendix,  and  I  hope 
that  will  atone  for  the  inserting  this  Story,  which  I 
confess  can  be  of  no  other  Use,  than  to  gratify  the 
Curiosity  of  the  Reader. 
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^1  Relation  of  the  Surprising  Discovery  of  ifw 
Murder  of  Mary  Barwick,  committed  by  Wiluam 
Barvvick,  her  Husband,  on  the  14/A  of  April, 
1690,  upon  which  he  was  convicted,  at  tlu  Lent 
Assizes  at  York,  before  tlie  Honourable  Sir  John 
Powell,  Knight,  then  otie  of  the  Judges  ^  Assise. 

[S  Murder  is  one  of  the  greatest  Crimes  that 
Man  can  be  guilty  of,  so  it  is  no  less 
strangely  and  providentially  discovered, 
when  privately  committed.  The  foul  Cri- 
minal believes  himself  secure,  because  there  is  no 
Witness  of  the  P'act,  not  considering  that  the  all- 
seeing  Eye  of  Heaven  beholds  his  concealed  Iniquity, 
and  by  some  Means  or  other  brings  it  to  Light,  never 
j)crmitting  it  to  go  unpunished.  And  indeed  so 
certainly  does  the  Revenge  of  God  pursue  the  abomi 
nated  ^lurderer,  that  when  Witnesses  are  wanting 
of  the  Fact,  the  very  Ghost  of  the  murdered  Parties 
cannot  rest  quiet  in  their  Graves,  until  they  have 
made  the  Detection  themselves.  Of  this  we  are 
now  to  give  the  Reader  two  remarkable  Examples 
that  lately  happened  in  Yorkshire,  bodi  being  con- 
firmed by  the  Trial  of  the  Offenders,  at  the  last 
Assizes  held  for  that  County.  The  first  of  these 
Murders  was  committed  by  William.  Barwick,  upon 
the  Body  of  Mary  Barwick,  his  Wife,  at  the  same 
Time  big  with  Child.  What  were  the  Motives  that 
induced  the  Man  to  do  this  horrid  Fact,  does  not 
appear  by  the  Examination  of  the  Evidence,  or  the 
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Confession  of  the  Party.  It  appeared  upon  his 
Trial,  that  he  had  got  her  with  Child  before  he 
Married  her;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that,  being 
then  constrained  to  marry  her,  he  grew  weary  of  her, 
Avhich  was  the  Reason  he  was  so  willing  to  be  rid  of 
her,  though  he  ventured  Body  and  Soul  to  accomplish 
his  design. 

The  Murder  was  committed  on  Palm-Mofuiay, 
being  then  the  fourteenth  of  Aprils  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  at  which  Time  the  said 
Barivick  havinor  drilled  his  Wife  alon^f  until  he  came 
to  a  certain  Close,  within  Sight  of  Gaivood  Castle, 
where  he  found  the  Conveniency  of  a  Pond,  he  threw 
her  by  Force  into  the  Water,  and  when  she  was 
drowned,  and  drawn  forth  again  by  himself  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  Pond,  he  had  die  Cruelty  to  behold  the 
Motion  of  the  Infant,  yet  warm  in  her  Womb.  This 
done,  he  concealed  the  Body,  as  it  may  readily  be 
supposed,  among  the  Bushes  that  encompassed  the 
Pond,  and  the  next  Night  when  it  grew  duskish, 
fetching  a  Hay-spade  from  a  Rick  that  stood  in  a 
Close,  he  made  a  Hole  by  the  Side  of  the  Pond,  and 
there  slighdy  buried  the  woman  in  her  Clothes. 
Having  thus  dispatched  two  at  once,  and  thinking 
himself  secure,  because  unseen,  he  went  the  same 
Day  to  his  Brother-in-Law,  one  Thomas  Lofthonst\ 
of  Ruffort/iy  within  three  Miles  of  York,  who  had 
married  his  drowned  Wife's  Sister,  He  told  him  he 
had  carried  his  Wife  to  one  Richard  Harrisons 
House  in  Sclly,  who  was  his  Uncle,  and  would  take 
care  of  her. 

But  Heaven  would  not  be  so  deluded,  but  raised 
up  die  Ghost  of  the  murdered  Woman  to  make  the 
Discovery.     And  therefore   it  was  Easter    Tuesday 
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following,  about  two  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  the 
forcmentioned  Lofthouse,  having  occasion  to  water  a 
Quick-set  Hedge,  not  far  from  his  House,  as  he  was 
going  for  the  second  Pailful  an  Apparition  went 
before  him,  in  the  Shape  of  a  Woman,  and  soon  after 
sat  down  upon  a  rising  green  Grass  Plat,  right  over 
against  the  Pond.  He  walked  by  her  as  he  went  to 
the  Pond,  and  as  he  returned  with  the  Pail  from  the 
Pond,  looking  side-ways  to  see  whether  she  continued 
in  the  same  Place,  he  found  she  did ;  and  that  she 
seemed  to  dandle  something  in  her  Lap,  that  looked 
like  a  white  Bag  (as  he  thought)  which  he  did  not 
observe  before.  So  soon  as  he  had  emptied  his 
Pail,  he  went  into  his  Yard,  and  turned  to  see  her 
again,  but  she  was  vanished.  In  this  Information  he 
says,  that  the  Woman  seemed  to  be  habited  in  a 
brown  coloured  Petticoat,  Waistcoat,  and  a  White 
Hood ;  such  a  one  as  his  Wife's  Sister  usually  wore, 
and  that  her  Countenance  looked  extremely  pale  and 
Wan,  with  her  Teeth  in  Sight,  but  no  Gums  appear- 
ing, and  that  her  Physiognomy  was  like  that  of  his 
Wife's  Sister,  who  was  Wife  to  William  Barwick. 

But  notwithstanding  the  Ghastliness  of  the  Appa- 
rition, it  seems  it  made  so  little  Impression  on  Loft- 
houses  Mind,  that  he  thought  no  more  of  it,  neither 
did  he  speak  to  any  Body  concerning  it  until  the 
same  Night  as  he  was  at  his  Family  Duty  of  Prayers, 
the  Apparition  returned  again  to  his  Thoughts,  and 
discomposed  his  Devotion,  so  that  after  he  had  made 
an  End  of  his  Prayers,  he  told  the  whole  Story  of 
what  he  had  seen  to  his  Wife,  who  laying  Circum- 
stances together,  immediately  inferred,  that  her  Sister 
was  either  drowned  or  otherwise  murdered,  and 
desired  her  Husband  to  look  after  her  the  next  Da  v. 
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which  was  the  IVedtiesday  in  Easter  Week.  Upon 
this,  Lofthoiise  recollecting  what  Barwick  had  told 
him  of  his  carrying  his  Wife  to  his  Uncle  at  Selly^ 
repaired  to  Harrison  before-mentioned,  but  found  all 
that  Barwick  had  said  to  be  false ;  for  Harrison  had 
neither  heard  of  Barwick  nor  his  Wife ;  neither  did 
he  know  anything  of  them.  This  notable  Circum- 
stance, together  with  that  of  the  Apparition,  increased 
his  Suspicion  to  that  Degree,  that  now  concluding 
his  Wife's  Sister  was  murdered,  he  went  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  York^  and  having  obtained  his  Warrant, 
got  Barwick  apprehended.  He  was  no  sooner 
brought  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  but  his  own  Con- 
science then  accusing  him,  he  acknowledged  die  whole 
Matter,  as  it  has  been  related,  and  as  it  appears  by 
the  Examination,  and  Confession  herewith  printed. 

On  Wedfiesday  the  sixteenth  of  September ^  1690, 
the  Criminal  William  Barwick  was  brought  to  his 
Trial,  before  the  Honourable  Sir  John  Powel,  Knight, 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Northern  Circuit,  at  die 
Assizes  holden  at  York,  where  the  Prisoner  pleaded 
not  guilty  to  his  Indictment  But  upon  the  Evidence 
of  Thomas  Loftlwuse,  and  his  Wife,  and  a  third 
Person,  that  the  Woman  was  found  buried  in  her 
Clothes  close  by  the  Pond-side,  agreeable  to  the 
Prisoners  Confession,  and  that  she  had  several 
Bruises  on  her  Head,  occasioned  by  the  Blows  the 
Murderer  had  given  her,  to  keep  her  under  Water; 
and  upon  reading  the  Prisoner  s  Confession  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  York,  attested  by  the  Clerk  who 
wrote  the  Confession,  and  who  swore  the  Prisoner  s 
owning  and  signing  it  for  Truth,  he  was  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  Death,  and  ordered  afterwards  to 
be  hanged  in  Chains. 
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All  the  Defence  the  Prisoner  made  wa'i  only  this, 
thai  he  was  threatened  into  the  Confession  that  he 
had  made,  and  was  in  such  a  Consternation  that  he 
did  not  know  what  he  said  or  did.  But  then  it  was 
sworn  by  two  Witnesses,  that  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  threatening  made  use  of;  and  that  he  made 
a  free  and  voluntary  Confession,  only  with  this  Addi- 
tion at  first,  that  he  told  the  Lord  Mayor  he  had  sold 
his  Wife  for  five  Shillings ;  but  not  being  able  to 
name  either  the  Person  or  the  Place  where  she  might 
be  produced,  that  was  looked  upon  as  too  frivolous 
to  outweigh  Circumstances  that  were  too  apparent. 

The  Examination  of  William  Barwick,  tak£n  tlte 
2$lh  (?/"  April,  1690. 
Who  sayeth  and  confesselh,  that  he  carried  his 
Wife  over  a  certain  Wain-Bridge,  called  Bislwp  Dike 
/^r^r^^,  betwixt  Cawood  x!\A  Shcrbitrn  ;  and  within  a 
Lane  about  one  hundred  Yards  from  the  said  Bridge, 
and  on  the  left  Hand  of  the  said  Bridge,  he  and  his 
Wife  went  over  a  Stile,  on  the  left  Hand  of  a  certain 
Gate,  entering  into  a  certain  Close,  on  the  left  Hand 
of  the  said  Lane  ;  and  in  a  Pond  in  the  said  Close, 
■adjoining  to  a  Quick  Wood  Hedge,  did  drown  his 
Wife,  and  upon  a  Bank  of  the  said  Pond  did  burt- 
hen and  further,  that  he  was  within  sight  of  Cawood 
Casilf.  ml  the  left  Hand  ;  and  that  there  was  but  one 
Hedge-  betwixt  the  said  Close  (where  he  drowned 
Wife)  and  the  Bishop-Slates  belonging  to  the  said 


William  Barwick. 


capt,  did  &  aniio 
diit.  coram  me, 
S.  Dawson,  Mayor. 
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JVjTtc    ^    X--^X-*-X-»-X    ♦'X-^-X-^-X-^-K    ♦x    ♦x    ♦x  J^^ 

-4//  Accouni  of  the  Convktion  and  Execution  of  Mr. 
Walker  and  Mark  Sharp,  for  the  Mnrder  of  one 
Ann  WalkIlR. 

AM  conscious  that  my  collecting  these 
Relations  may  expose  me  to  the  Raillery 
and  Ridicule  of  a  numerous  Tribe  of  Wits 
in  this  Age,  who  value  themselves  extremely 
on  their  Contempt  of  supernatural  Stories,  and  their 
disbelief  of  all  things  which  relate  to  Apparitions  or 
returns  from  that  State  in  which  Souls  go  when  they 
depart  from  the  Body ;  yet  the  following  Story  is  so 
remarkable,  the  Proofs  so  exceedingly  cogent,  and 
the  Mistakes  made  in  the  Relation  of  it  by  various 
Authors  so  likely,  notwithstanding,  to  bring  it  in  the 
Course  of  Time  into  Discredit,  that  I  thought  I  could 
not  do  a  greater  Service  to  the  Public  than  to  preserve 
it  in  its  genuine  Purity,  and  retrieve  it  from  some 
Papers  which  relate  thereto,  and  give  the  Account 
verbatim,  without  any  Alteration  so  much  as  in  a 
Letter. 

About  the  Year  1631,  there  lived  in  a  Place  called 
Chester-in-the-Strect,  in  the  County  Palatine  of 
Durham,  one  Mr.  IValkcr,  a  VcopfMu  of  good  Fortune 
and  Credit.  He  was  a  Widower,  and  kept  a  young 
Woman,  one  Ann  ll\xtkcr,  a  Relation  of  his,  in  his 
House  as  his  Housekeeper,  It  was  suspected,  it 
seems,  by  some  of  the  Neighbours,  that  she  was  with 
Child,  immediately  upon  which  sht*  was  removed 
unto  o:vj  P^'mc  Lairs,  an  Aunt  of  her s  in  the  Town 


462  Appendix. 

of  Lnmley,  hard  by.  The  old  Woman  treated  her 
with  much  Kindness  and  Civility,  but  was  exceed- 
ingly earnest  to  know  of  her  who  was  the  Father  of 
the  Child  with  which  she  went.  The  young  Woman 
constantly  avoided  answering  that  Question  ;  but  at 
last,  perceiving  how  uneasy  the  old  Woman  was 
because  she  could  get  no  Knowledge  how  the  poor 
Babe  was  to  be  provided  for.  Ann  Walker  at  last 
said,  that  he  who  got  her  with  Child  would  take 
Care  both  of  her  and  it,  with  which  Answer  her 
Aunt  was  tolerably  satisfied.  Some  Time  after,  one 
Evening,  her  old  Master  Walker,  and  one  Mark 
Sfiarp,  with  whom  he  was  extraordinarily  intimate, 
came  to  her  Aunt's  House  and  took  the  said  Anne 
Walker  away.  About  a  Fortnight  passed  without 
her  being  seen  or  heard  of,  and  without  much  talk  of 
the  Neighbourhood  concerning  her,  it  being  supposed 
she  had  been  carried  .somewhere  to  be  privately 
brought  to  Bed,  in  order  to  escape  Shame.  But  one 
yames  Graham,  a  Miller,  who  lived  two  Miles  from 
Walkers  House,  being  one  Night,  between  the 
Hours  of  twelve  and  one,  grinding  Corn  in  his  Mill, 
the  Mill  Door  shut.  As  he  came  down  Stairs  from 
putting  Corn  into  the  Hopper,  he  saw  a  Woman 
standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Floor,  with  her  Hair 
all  bloody,  hanging  about  her  Ears,  and  five  lar^c 
Wounds  in  her  Head.  Graham,  though  he  was  a 
bold  Man,  was  exceedingly  shocked  at  this  Spectacle. 
At  last,  after  calling  upon  God  to  protect  him,  he,  in 
a  low  Voice,  demanded  who  she  was,  and  what  she 
wanted  of  him  ?  To  which  the  Woman  made 
Answer.  I  am  the  Spirit  of  Anne  Walker,  who 
lived  with  Walker  at  Chcster-in-the'Sti^cct,  and  being 
got  with  Child  by  him,  he  promised  to  send  me  to  a 
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private  Place,  where  I  should  be  well  looked  to  till 
I   was  brought  to  Bed,  and  well  again,  and  then  I 
should  come  to  him  again  and  keep  his  House ;  and 
I   was  accordingly  one  Night  late,  sent  away  with 
one  Mark  S/tarp,  who,  upon  the  Moor^  just  by  the 
Yellow  Bunk  Head^  slew  me  with  a  Pick  (an  Instru- 
ment wherewith  they  dig  Coals),  and  gave  me  these 
five  Wounds,  and  afterwards  threw  me  into  a  Coal- 
pit hard  by,  and  hid  the  Pick  under  the  Bank.     His 
Shoes  and  Stockings*  also  being  bloody  he  endea- 
voured to  wash  them,  but  seeing  the  Blood  would 
not  forth  he  hid  them  there  too.     And  now  y antes 
Grime  (so  the  Country  People  pronounce  Gra/iam) 
I  am  come  to  you,  thai  by  revealing  this  bloody  Act, 
my   Murderers  may  be  brought  to   yustice,   which 
unless  you  do,  I  will  cotUinually  pursue  and  /launt 
you.     The  Miller  returned  home  to  his  House  very 
melancholy,  and  much  astonished  at  this  Sight,  yet 
he  held  his  Peace,  hoping  that  if  he  did  not  reveal  it 
she  would  go  to  somebody  else,  and  being  fearful  of 
blasting  the  Character  of  Mr.   IValker,  who  was  a 
Man  of  Substance,  by  telling  such  a  Tale  concerning 
him  to  a  Justice  of  Peace,  he  avoided  as  much  as  he 
was  able,  being  in  the  Mill  alone,  especially  at  Night ; 
but  notwithstanding  all  his .  Care,  and  though  other 
Persons  were  not  far  off,  she  appeared  to  him  there 
again,  and  in  a  harsh  Tone  demanded.  Why  he  had 
not  made  known  what  she  had  spoken  of  to  him  ? 
He  made  her  no  Answer,  but  fled  to  the  other  End 
of  the  Place,  where  the  People  were ;  yet  some  little 
Time  after,  just  after  Sun-set,  she   met  him   in  his 
own  Garden,  and  spoke  to  him  with  such  a  cruel 
Aspect,  and  with  such  fearful  Threats,  that  he  pro- 
mised to  go  the  next  Morning  to  a  MagislralCy  which 
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he  accordingly  did.  On  the  Morrow,  being  St. 
Thomas s  Day,  he  applied  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  told  him  the  Story.  The  Justice  having  tendered 
him  his  Oath,  and  taking  his  Information  in  Writing, 
forthwith  issued  his  Warrant,  and  apprehended  Mr. 
Walker,  and  Mark  Sharp,  who  by  Trade  was  a 
Collier,  ue.,  dug  Coals  out  of  the  Mine.  They  made 
light  of  the  Thing  before  the  Justice,  although  he  in 
the  meanwhile  had  caused  a  Place,  which  Graham 
said  the  Apparition  had  spoken  of,  to  be  searched, 
and  there  found  the  dead  Body,  wounded  in  Place 
and  Manner  as  before  described,  with  the  Pick,  the 
Shoes,  and  the  Stockings,  However,  Walker  and 
Sharp  were  admitted  to  Bail,  and  at  the  next  Assizes 
appeared  upon  their  Trial,  Judge  Davenport  heard 
the  several  Circumstances  of  the  Woman's  beini: 
carried  out  by  Sharp,  her  being  suspected  to  be  with 
Child  by  her  Master  Walker,  and  the  Story  which' 
Graham  repeated  exactly  upon  Oath,  as  he  had  done 
before  the  Justice.  The  Foreman  of  the  yury  did 
depose  that  he  saw  a  Child  standing  upon  the  Shoul- 
ders of  the  Prisoner  Walker,  at  the  Bar ;  and  the 
Judge  himself  was  under  such  a  Concern  and  Unea- 
siness, that  as  soon  as  the  Jury  had  found  the  Priso- 
ners guilty,  he  immediately  rose  up  and  passed  Sen- 
tence of  Death  upon  them,  a  thing  never  known 
before  or  since  in  Durham,  the  Custom  being  not  to 
pass  Sentence  until  the  close  of  the  Assizes. 
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TXr  Li/c  of  JAQVES  Perrier,  a  French  Robber 

and  Murderer. 

[S  I  have  stepped  in  the  former  Stories  a 
little  back  in  Time,  so  in  this  I  shall  make 
bold  to  go  out  of  our  own  Nation  to  relate 
a  very"  extraordinar)'  Passage,  which  hap- 
pened at  Paris  in  the  b^inning  of  the  last  Centjirw 
because  it  will  serve  as  a  notable  Instance  of  the 
Confusion  and  Fear  which  Guilt  brings  over  the 
Souls  of  the  most  hardened  Villains,  and  thereby 
renders  them  often  Instruments  of  Justice  ujx)n  them- 
selves, so  that  it  seems  not  \  irtue  only  is  its  own 
Reward,  but  Vice  also  brings  upon  itself  those  Tor- 
ments which  it  ought  to  feel ;  and  thus  Providence 
ordereth,  with  inscrutable  Wisdom,  that  ever)-  Man 
should  feel  Happiness  or  Misery-  according  as  his  one 
Demeanor  deserves ;  but  it  is  now  Time  that  we 
hearken  to  the  Stor)\  It  happened  that  a  certain 
Architect^  who  was  in  hiorh  Esteem  with  the  qreatest 
Nobles  in  France  for  his  excellent  Skill  in  Buildinor 
after  the  Italian  Model,  and  had  thereby  obtainetl 
both  a  great  Reputation*  and  a  large  Estate,  took 
into  his  House  one  y agues  Perrier  in  the  Nature  of 
an  Accountant  for  the  better  orderinor  of  his  Affairs. 
For  six  Years  that  this  y agues  lived  in  his  Master  s 
House,  never  any  Man  was  known  to  behave  better 
or  more  commendably  than  he  did  ;  at  length  he 
married  and  had  Children,  so  that  the  Master  lookinvr 
upon  him  as  a  staid  discreet  Person,  of  whose  Fidelity 
vou  n.  II  H 
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he  had  had  indubitable  Proofs,  he  therefore  gave  him 
the  charge  of  everything  when  he  went  to  a  Country 
House  of  his,  a  small  Distance  from  Paris y  where  he 
sometimes  staid  for  a  Week  or  so,  to  unbend  his 
Mind,  and  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  Summer  Season. 
At  last  y agues  observing  what  great  Wealth  he  had 
acquired,  began  to  be  covetous  and  desirous  of  ob- 
taining it ;  and  after  long  having  cast  it  in  his  Head 
how  he  might  obtain  it,  he  at  length  resolved  with 
himself  to  join  with  certain  Villains,  who  at  that 
Time  robbed  in  the  Streets,  and  committed  many 
Murders  on  the  Roads  dhout  Paris.  Gaining  Notice 
thereof  at  a  House  where  such  People  frequented,  he 
formed  Ways  and  Means  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Room  where  they  had  their  Consultations ;  and  the 
Person  who  introduced  him,  having  promised  for  his 
Fidelity,  they  listened  very  attentively  to  the  Pro- 
posal which  he  promised  to  make  them,  and,  which 
after  a  little  Pause,  he  performed  in  these  Words : 
My  good  Frie7ids,  it  is  now  upwards  of  six  Years  since 
I  have  lived  in  t/ie  Service  of  a  rich  and  emutent  Per- 
son. I  thought  that  before  this  Time  I  might  have 
made  my  Fortune  under  him,  and  therefore  have 
hitherto  served  him  faithfully  and  hofiestly  ;  but  find- 
i7ig  my  Expectations  herein  deceived,  I  come  to  make 
you  an  Offer  which  may  enrich  you  all.  He  has  a 
House  in  the  Country,  whither  he  retires  with  his 
Daughter  and  Maid  Servant  only ;  these  may  easily 
be  dispatched,  and  then  all  his  Effects  will  be  our  own, 
I  will  venture  to  assure  you,  they  will  be  worth  ten 
thousand  Crowns,  The  Thieves  were  not  a  little 
rejoiced  at  the  Thoughts  of  so  extraordinary  a  Booty, 
and  therefore  after  returning  Perrier  Thanks,  they 
readily   embraced    his    Notion,    and   promised   him 
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whatever  Assistance  he  should  require.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  unfortunate  Gentleman  went,  as 
usual,  with  his  Daughter  and  her  Maid,  to  enjoy  the 
Pleasures  of  his  rural  Habitation,  leaving  the  Direc- 
tion of  his  Affairs  to  y agues,  who  no  sooner  saw  him 
safe  out  of  Paris,  but  he  went  to  give  Notice  to  his 
Associates  that  the  Time  was  now  come  to  execute 
his  bloody  Proposal.  They  quickly  got  all  Things 
in  Readiness,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  Evening  set  out 
under  the  Command  of  this  desperate  Varlct  to  com- 
mit the  horrible  Murder  which  he  had  contrived. 
Arriving  at  the  House,  Pcrricr  knocked  at  the  Door ; 
the  Maid  knowing  him,  supposed  some  extraordinary 
Business  had  brought  him  thither,  and  readily  opened 
the  Door,  but  was  exceedingly  surprised  to  find  him 
followed  by  five  Ruffiatis  oddly  dressed,  masked, 
and  with  large  Staves  in  their  Hands.  However, 
they  did  not  give  her  much  Time  to  consider,  but 
followed  her  immediately  into  the  Kitchen,  where, 
by  the  Direction  of  their  abominable  Leader,  they 
immediately  with  many  cruel  Blows  put  her  to  Death. 
From  thence  they  went  up  Stairs  into  the  old  Gen- 
tleman*s  Apartment,  and  found  him  sitting  upon  his 
Bed.  As  soon  as  they  entered,  Pcrrier,  said  his 
Master,  Is  it  thus  tliat  you  return  the  Kindness  xvith 
which  I  liave  always  treated  you  ;  did  I  not  take  you 
front  Misery  afid  Want ;  have  I  not  maintained  you, 
and  put  it  in  your  Paiver  to  maintain  your  Family  ; 
will  you  repay  this  my  Cliarity  with  robbing  me  of  all 
I  fiave  f  Must  t/ie  Tenderness  I  have  shezon  tozcards 
you  draw  upon  m^  Death  from  your  Hands  /  A  fid 
do  you  not  think  that  the  same  God  who  luith  seen  me 
cherish  and  relieve  you,  will  not  bring  upon  you  con- 
dign Punishment  for  this  execrable  I  'illany  thou  art 
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going  to  commli  '  Pcrrier  was  seniibleof  the  Trj:i: 
of  what  he  said,  but  knowin;;^  tt  was  impossible  f-C 
him  to  go  back,  he  .gave  a  Si:.''n  lo  the  Murderers  v- 
fail  a}x>ut  the  Execution  of  their  Work  :  but  the  c-.i 
Man.  who  was  too  wise  to  expect  Menr\-  from  their 
Hands,  endeavoured  to  lay  hold  of  a  Hal^ert  which 
stood  in  his  Room.  desiGTiing  therewith,  as  well  as  b-i: 
could,  to  defend  himself ;  but  before  he  could  get  -.: 
into  his  Hands  the  \  illains  struck  him  down,  aiii 
with  thirty  or  forty  \\  ounds  gave  a  Passage  for  hL> 
Soul  into  a  better  Life,  The  unfortunate  your.^- 
Lady  lay  in  the  next  Ro-om  to  her  Father's,  ani 
being  already  got  to  Bed,  heard  with  Astonishmer.: 
the  execrable  Fact :  however,  full  of  Fear  and  Aston- 
ishment, she  covered  herself  with  the  Bed  Clothes- 
and  endeavoured,  all  she  was  able,  to  hide  herBe^f 
in  the  Bed  ;  but  a]as,  her  Caution  was  to  small  Pur- 
pose ;  Pcrrier  knew  too  well  the  Situation  of  al; 
Things  lo  Ije  deceived  by  so  trivial  an  Artifice,  ani 
therefore  after  pulling  the  Bedclothes  into  the  midlife 
of  the  Floor,  he  exposed,  naked  to  his  Fellow-Riif- 
fians,  the  most  beautiful  young  Lady  in  France.  In 
vain  she  fell  upon  her  K  nees,  and  with  all  that  tender 
Elocution,  so  natural  to  their  Sex  when  in  Distres-. 
lx.-sought  them  that  they  would  spare  her  Life,  which, 
as  she  said,  could  be  of  no  Benetit  to  them,  and  couM 
only  serve  to  increase  the  Xuml^er  of  their  Sins  ;  but 
diey  were  too  much  flushed  in  Cruelty  and  Blood  to 
'  'c  any  .Attention  to  iier  Entreaties,  and  so  wiihoiit 
LCt  either  to  the  softness  of  her  Sex  or  her  lender 
ihey.  with  a  Shpwerof  Blows  from  their  Clubs, 
her  dead  upon  the  Moor.  Being  thus  become 
iU-r  of  the  House,  Perrier  took  the  Kej-s.  and 
1   the  several    Apartments,  and    disclt^ed    to 
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them  all  the  Riches  of  his  deceased  Master.  They 
immediately  brought  away  all  the  ready  Money  they 
found  in  the  House,  which  amounted  to  little  less 
than  ten  thousand  Crowns.  All  the  rich  Moveables 
they  conveyed  away  to  a  Boat  which  they  had  pro- 
cured for  that  Purpose,  and  had  fastened  in  a  CreeJk 
of  the  River,  on  a  Bank  of  which  the  House  stood. 
They  loaded  and  unloaded  this  Vessel  five  or  six 
Times,  for  there  w^s  no  hurrj'  in  carrjnng  away  the 
Goods,  seeing  it  was  the  dead  Time  of  the  Night ; 
and  when  they  had  thoroughly  plundered  it  of  every- 
thing tliat  would  yield  Money,  they  then  came  away, 
and  went  to  the  private  Place  where  they  laid  up  their 
Spoils.  There  it  was  resolved  to  divide  the  Boot>% 
and  Perrier  claimed  the  largest  Share,  as  well  in 
Right  of  his  having  put  them  upon  that  Project,  as 
that  he  had  assisted  more  strenuously  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  it  than  any  of  them  all :  for  when  Men 
associate  themselves  to  commit  Wickedness,  he  who 
surpasses  the  Rest  in  Villany  claims  the  same  Re- 
ward, and  from  the  same  Reasons,  as  he  who  in 
another  Societ)-  surpasses  all  his  Neighbours  in  \'ir- 
tue.  When  the  execrable  Fact  was  over,  and  he  had 
secured  his  Share  in  the  Plunder,  he  returned  home 
to  the  House  of  his  Master,  and  remained  carrj'ing 
on  the  ordinar)'  Course  of  Business  of  his  Master. 
About  t\Yo  Days  after,  it  happened  diat  a  Man  who 
had  Business  with  the  old  Gentleman  called  at  his 
Country- House,  and  after  knocking  a  good  while  at 
the  Door,  found  nobody  answered.  He  went  to 
Town,  and  meeting  with  ;^<^^//f•J^  Perrier  at  his  Mas- 
ter's House,  told  him  of  his  callling  upon  him  in  the 
Countr\%  and  that  he  found  nobody  there,  yatfius 
counterfeited  the  greatest  Surprise  at  the  News,  and 
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calling  many  Assistants,  went  down  immediately  to 
his  Master  s  Seat,  and  with  all  the  seeming  Horror 
imaginable,  became  a  second  Time  a  Witness  of  those 
Barbarities  which  he  and  his  villanous  Associates 
had  committed.  At  the  Sight  of  the»  murdered  Maid 
in  the  Kitchen,  he  cried  out  with  the  greatest  Vehe- 
mence, and  seemed  in  an  Agony  of  Sorrow  ;  but 
when  he  saw  the  Body  of  his  Master,  he  roared,  he 
stamped,  he  cried  out,  tore  his  Hair,  and  threw  him- 
self upon  the  Body,  as  if  he  had  never  more  intended 
to  have  drawn  Breath.  All  the  Personjs  he  had  car- 
ried with  him  were  effectually  deceived  by  his 
Behaviour,  and  were  under  Apprehensions  lest  his 
too  violent  Grief  should  throw  him  into  a  Fever,  or 
prompt  him  to  lay  Hands  upon  himself.  He  was 
not  contented  with  acting  this  upon  the  Spot,  but  re- 
solved to  play  it  over  again  when  he  came  back  to 
Paris.  There  abundance  of  People  pitied  him,  and 
looked  on  him  as  one,  whom  the  sincere  Love  he  had 
for  his  Master  had  drawn  to  the  utmost  Despair  by 
reason  of  his  unfortunate  Death.  But  one  of  the  old 
Gentleman's  Relations,  who  was  a  Man  of  more 
Penetration  than  the  Rest,  began  to  suspect  his  ex- 
cessive Affliction,  and  by  his  Arguments  drew  another 
Gentleman,  who  was  also  interested  in  the  Family 
Affairs,  to  be  of  his  Opinion,  whereupon  yaqties  was 
apprehended  on  Suspicion,  and  sent  to  Prison.  Soli- 
tude and  Confinement  are  often  the  Roads  to  Repent- 
ance and  Confession ;  for  the  Varieties  of  the  World 
being  no  longer  before  them,  People  are  in  such 
Cases  apt  to  retire  into  the  Recesses  of  their  own 
Breasts,,  and  having  no  Avocations  from  considering 
how  they  have  spent  their  former  Years,  the  Reflec- 
tion often  extorts  Truth,  which  would  never  be  by 
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any  other  Method  discovered.  But  it  was  not  so 
with  Perrier,  his  Dissimulation  was  of  a  stronger  Con- 
texture, and  not  to  be  broken  even  by  Sorrow  and 
Confinement  He  continued  not  only  to  deny  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Murder,  but  also  to  lament  the 
loss  of  so  indulgent  a  Master,  with  such  Floods  of 
Tears,  and  so  many  strong  Appearances  of  real  Sor- 
row and  Affliction,  that  no  Proof  appearing  against 
him,  the  Magistrates  were  afraid  of  having  them- 
selves reproached  with  Injustice  if  they  had  not  given 
him  his  Liberty,  to  which,  after  six  Months'  Imprison- 
ment, he  was  restored.  The  Rest  of  the  Assassins 
seeing  a  long  space  of  Time  elapsed,  and  that  still 
not  the  least  Discovery  was  made  of  the  Murder,  laid 
aside  all  Fears  of  being  taken,  and  began  to  appear 
more  openly  than  hitherto  since  the  Perpetration  of 
that  Fact  But  in  the  midst  of  their  Security  the 
Providence  of  God  forced  them  to  betray  themselves ; 
for  as  the  Father,  Son  and  Cousin,  who  were  all  con- 
cerned in  the  Murder,  were  sitting  with  one  A/asson, 
another  of  the  Confederates,  making  merry  at  a  Pub- 
lic House,  they  on  a  sudden  turned  their  Heads  and 
saw  ten  or  twelve  Archers  (or  Marshal's-men,  who 
have  the  same  Authority  as  Constables  in  our  Coun- 
try), who  by  chance  met  together  and  came  into  the 
House  to  drink.  Guilt  on  a  sudden  struck  the  whole 
Company  with  Apprehensions  that  they  were  come 
in  search  of  them,  the  fear  of  which  made  them  throw 
down  their  Knives  and  Forks,  leave  what  they  had 
upon  the  Table,  and  fly  with  the  utmost  Precipitation, 
supposing  they  ran  for  their  Lives.  This  extrava- 
gant Behaviour  struck  the  Archers  with  Amazement, 
and  immediately  calling  for  the  Landlord,  they  en- 
quired of  him  what  should  be  the  Cause  of  this  sud- 
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den  Terror  in   his  Guests ;   he  replied,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  tell  certainly,  but  from   some 
Discourse  which  he  had  heard,  he  took  them  to  be 
Persons  of  no  very  honest  Character,  and  from  the 
great  Sums  of  Money  he  had  heard  them  count  out, 
he  was  apprehensive  that  they  hacj  committed  some 
Robbery  or  other.     There  wanted  not  any  farther 
Account  to  stir  up  the  Archers  to  a  Pursuit  from 
whence  they  already  assured  themselves  they  should 
be  considerable  Gainers,  the  thing  speaking  for  itself, 
since  honest  People  are  not  used  to  fall  into  such 
Panics ;   but   Guilt   only  creates    Apprehensions  in 
Men  at  the  Sight  of  the  Ministers  of  Justice.    Imme- 
diately therefore  the  Officers  pursued  them  in  the 
Road  they  had  taken,  and  the  old  Man  being  less 
able  to  travel  than  the  Rest,  in  about  two    Hours' 
Time  they  came  up  with  him  at  the  side  of  a  Rivulet, 
where,  for  very  Weariness  he  had  stopped,  not  being 
able  to  cross  it.     No  sooner  did  they  come  up   to 
him,  but  he  surrendered,  and  Fear  having  brought  a 
sudden  Repentance,  he,  without  any  Equivocation, 
becran  to  Confess  all  the  Crimes  of  his  Life.     He  said 
that  it  was  true,  they  all  of  them  deserved  Death,  and 
he  was  content  to  suffer ;  he  said  moreover,  that  in 
the  Course  of  his  Life  he  had  murdered  upwards  of 
threescore  with  his  own  Hands.     He  also  carried  the 
Officers  to  an    Island  in   the   River,  which  was  the 
usual  Place  of  the  Execution  of  those  Innocents  who 
fell  into  the  Hands  of  their  Gang,  and  acknowledged 
that  of  all  the  Offences  he  had  committed,  nothing,' 
gave   him    so    much    Pain  as   having    murdered  a 
hopeful  young  Gentleman  for  the  sake  of  a  Trifle  ol 
Money  which  he  had  about  him,  by  putting  a  Stone 
about  his   Neck  and  sinking  him  in  tne  Water.     Of 
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the  other  three,  two  were  apprehended,  but  the  third 
made  his  Escape  and  ran  hastily  with  the  News  to 
ya^ucs  Pcrriar  and  their  other  Companions.     But 
he  ^-as  soon  after  seized,  and  carried  to  Prison  with 
the   Rest,  none  escaping  from  the  Hands  of  Justice 
but  MassoH  and  the  cruel  Perricr^  the  Author  of 
all  this  Mischief.     The  three  who  were  in  Prison 
endured   the  Torture  with  the  greatest  Constancy, 
absolutely  denying  that  they  knew  anything  of  the 
Murders  and  Robberies  which  had  been  committed. 
When,  however,  they  were  confronted  by  the  old 
Maa,   their  Courage  deserted  them,   they  acknow- 
ledged   the  Fact,  and  Judgment    was   pronounced 
upon  them,  that  they  should  be  broken  alive  upon 
the  Wheel,   before   the    House  of  the  unfortunate 
Architect  whom  they  had  murdered.     When   they 
were  brought  there  with  a  strong  Guard  to  suffer 
the  Punishment  to  which  the   L^ws  had  so  jusdy 
doomed  them,  they  appeared  to  be  very  penitent  and 
sorrowful  for  their  Crimes,  and  one  of  them  in  par- 
ticular   did,   with  great  \'ehemence,    beseech    the 
Pardon  of  Almighty*  God,  of  the  King  his  Sovereign, 
and  of  his  People  whom  he  had  so  much  injured, 
declaring  he  could  not  die  in  Peace  without  inform- 
ing the  Multitude,  who  were  assembled  to  behold 
their  Execution,  of  a  certain  kind  of  \'illany  in  which 
he  was  particularly  concerned.     He  said  it  %vas  his 
Custom  to  watch  about  the  Sides  of  the  Road  which 
lay  near  the  Woods,  and  that  having  a  Cord  with 
him,  he  suddenly  threw  it  about  the  Neck  of  any 
Passenger    who    was    coming    by,    and    therewith 
immediately  strangled  them  before  they  were  aware, 
or  capable  of  resisting  him  ;  and  if  at   any   Time 
there  came  by  several  Passengers  together,  who  de- 
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manded  what  he  did  there  ?  he  replied,  that  he  was 
sent  thither  by  his  Master  to  catch  a  Cow ;  and  his 
going  in  the  Habit  of  a  Peasant,  gave  such  an  Aspect 
of  Truth  to  the  Story  that  he  was  never  suspected. 
Though  the  Concourse  of  People  at  these  Executions 
is  generally  very  great,  yet  the  Assembly  on  this 
Occasion  was  much  larger  than  ordinary,  and,  con- 
trary to  the  ordinary  Custom,  shewed  but  very  little 
Compassion  at  the  miserable  Tortures  which  those 
Wretches  endured  ;  on  the  Contrary,  they  continually 
cried  out  that  they  should  discover  what  was  become 
of  Perrier  and    their  other   Accomplice   Masson  ;^ 
These  unfortunate  Men  continued  to  aver  in  their 
last  Moments,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  either  of 
them,  but  supposed,  that  hearing  of  their  Apprehen- 
sion they  had  immediately  made  their  Escape,  and 
were  retired  as  far  as  they  were  able  from  the  Danger. 
The  People  were  infinitely  satisfied  with  the  Death 
of  these  Assassins,  and  nothing  was  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  Triumph  of  Justice  but  the  Apprehension 
of  Perrier  and  his  Associate.  To  their  Adventures  it 
is  now  Time  that  we  return,  in  order  to  display  the 
severe   Justice   of   Providence,    and   the    admirable 
Methods  by  which  it  disappoints  all  the  Courses  that 
human   Wit  can  invent,   in   order   to   frustrate  its 
Intent 

Masson  had  hid  himself  in  a  Village  not  far  from 
the  City  of  Tours,  where  he  concealed  himself  so 
effectually,  that  the  Inhabitants  had  not  the  least 
Suspicion  of  his  being  a  dishonest  Man.  On  the 
contrary,  he  applied  himself  to  an  honest  Way  oi 
getting  his  Livelihood,  and  after  sojourning  there  for 
a  considerable  Space,  married  a  young  Woman  with 
the  Consent  of  her  Parents,  and  seemed  to  be  now 
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established  in  a  State  of  Peace  and  Security,  if  it 
were  possible  for  a  guilty  Soul  to  know  either  Secu- 
rity- or  Peace.     A  trivial  Accident,  in  which  no  Man 
but  A/asson  would  have  had  a  Hand,  proved  the 
I  nstrument  by  which  he  was  drawn  to  the  suffering 
that  cruel   Death  which  his  Companions  had  before 
undergone,  and  he  so  justly  deserved.    There  was,  it 
seems,  a  ycoing  Country  Fellow  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood where  A/asson  lived,  who  was  just  married,  and 
according  to  a  silly  Notion  which  prevails  not  only 
amongst  the  Peasants  of  France,  but  also  among  the 
Clowns  of  all  other  Nations  of  Europe,  fancied  him- 
self bewitched   by  some    Charm    or  other,   which 
rendered  him  incapable  of  performing  the  Rites  of 
the  Marriage  Bed.     Masson  thereupon  offered,  if  he 
would  give  him  a  reasonable  Gratuity,  to  free  him 
from  this  insupportable  Malady ;  and  a  Bargain  was 
accordingly  struck  for  four  Crowns,  two  of  which  the 
Fellow  gave  him  in  Hand,  and  two  more  were  to  be 
paid   him   on    the   Accomplishment    of  the    Cure. 
Afasson  was,  it  seems,  as  good  as  his  Word,  and  there 
were  no  more  Complaints  of  Insufficiency,  whereupon 
he  immediately  demanded  the  other  two   Crowns, 
which  the  other  refused,  and  the  infatuated  Thief 
brought  the  case  before  the  Magistrates,  where,  when 
it  came  to  be  examined,  it  appeared   plainly   that 
Afasson  had  bragged  to  his  Companions  that  he  had 
wrought  the  Charm  for  the  undoing  which  he  now 
claimed  a  Reward  ;  and  as  the  J  ustice  of  the  Court 
required,  he  was  sentenced  to  be  banished  as  a  Sor- 
cerer, after  being  first  whipped  at  all  the  cross  streets 
in  Town.     But  behold  the  marvellous  Conduct  of 
divine  Justice !     He  appealed  from  this  Sentence  to 
the  Parliament  at  Paris,  whither  he  was  no  sooner 
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conducted  under  a  strong  Guard,  but  he  was  imme 
diately  known  to  be  one  of  the  Gang  of  Assassins 
which  had  been  executed  for  the  Murder  o(  Perrier' s 
Master  and  Family.     Immediately  he  was  charged 
with  this  Fact,  and    the   Heirs  of  the   unfortunate 
Gentleman    prosecuted     their    Charge    with    such 
Vigour,  that  he  received  the  like  Judgment,  to   be 
broken  alive  upon  the  Wheel,  at  the  same  Place 
where   his    Associates   had   suffered    Death,   which 
Sentence  was  rigorously  executed  five  Years  after  the 
Perpetration  of  the  execrable  Fact     There  remained 
nobody  but  yaques  Perrier,  the  Author  and  Con- 
triver of  this  horrid  Villany,  who  had  not  suffered 
according  to  his  Deserts.     He,  after  hiding  himself 
for  a  while,  until  he  saw  what  became  6f  his  Com- 
panions, then  betook  himself  to  flight,  and  endea- 
voured to  fly  into  Englafid,  where,  if  he  once  arrived 
he  knew  he  should  remain  in  Safety;  but   in  this 
Attempt   he    was   disappointed,    although    nobody 
pursued  him ;  for  being  arrived  at  Calais,  the  same 
covetous  and  wicked  Disposition  which  had  prompted 
him  to  murder  so  kind  a  Master,  and  all  his  Family, 
induced  him  to  rob  a  certain  rich  Merchant  there, 
which  villanous  Design  he  effected  whilst  the  Gen- 
tleman was  at  Church.     But  he  gained  not  much  by 
that,  for  the  Booty  being  too  large  to  be  concealed, 
he  was  quickly  apprehended,  and  for  this  Fact  con- 
demned to  be  hanged.     He  had  more  Wit,  however, 
than  his  Companion  Masson,   and  therefore  never 
dreamt  of  appealing   to  the    Parliament   of  Paris, 
where  he  knew  he  should  meet  with  the  same  Fate 
which  had  befallen  the  Rest  of  the  Gang.     However, 
when  he  came  to  suffer  the   Death  which  was  ap- 
pointed him  by  Law,  he  did  not  stick  to  acknowledge 
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the    execrable  Murder  which  he  had  projected,  as 
well  as  carried   into   Execution ;  so  that  when  the 
News  reached  Paris,  it  occasioned  an  universal  Joy 
that  not  one  of  these  bloody  Villains  had  escaped, 
but  all  were  so  wonderfully  cut  off,  when  they  them- 
selves fancied  the  Danger  to  be  over.     The  French 
Author,  from  whom  I  have  transcribed  this  Account 
has  swelled  the  Relation  with  much  of  the  false  Elo- 
quence so  common   in   the  last  Age,  not  in  France 
only,   but    throughout    all    Europe ;  except    that    I 
have  rejected  this,  I  have  been  very  faithful  in  the 
Translation,  the  Storj'  appearing  to  me  to  be  extra- 
ordinary' of  its  Kind,  and  worthy  therefore  of  being 
known  to  the  Public,  since  it  will  sufficiently  declare, 
that  as  Vice  prevails  generally,  throughout  all  Coun- 
tries and  Climates,  stirring  up  Men  to  cruel  and  atro- 
cious Deeds,  so  the  Eye  of  Providence  is  continually 
watchful,  and  suffers  not  the  Blood  of  Innocents  to 
crj*  out   for  Revenge  in  vain.     It  remains  that  I  in- 
form  my  Readers  that  this  \'illany  was  transacted 
about  the  Year,    1 6 1 1 ,  and  that  Masson  and  y agues 
Pcrrier,  suffered  in  the  Year  1616. 
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7>4^  LI  FES  0/  Abrakau  White,  Francis  Sandern 
John  Minns,  a/tas  Minsk  am,  a/ias  Mitchell,  ^;/</ 
Constance  Buckle,  Thieves  and  House-breakers. 

F  these  unfortunate  Lads,  Abraham  White 
was  born  of  mean  Parents,  who  had  it  ima 
in  their  Power  to  give  him  much  Education, 
but  taught  him,  however,  the  Business  of  a 
Bricklayer,  which  was  his  Fathers  Trade,  and  I)\ 
which,  doubtless,  if  he  had  been  careful,  he  mit:lu 
have  got  his  Bread ;  but  he  unfortunately  addictin^^' 
himself  from  his  Childhood  to  Drinking  and  le\\\i 
Company,  soon  plunged  himself  into  all  Manner  of 
Wickedness,  and  quickly  brought  on  the  fatal  Neces 
sity  of  stepping  into  the  Road  of  the  Gallows. 
Associating  himself  with  Sanders  and  Alinshartu 
they  had  gone  all  together  upon  the  Road  for  aboii: 
six  Weeks  before  they  were  taken. 

Fraiuis  Sanders  was  a  young  Fellow  of  tolerable 
Parts  and  Education.    He  had  been  put  out  Appren- 
tice to  a  Stay-maker,  attained  to  a  great  Proficienc\ 
in  his  Trade,  and  by  the   Help  of  his  Friends,  wlio 
were  willing  to  lend  him  their  Assistance,  might  have 
done  well   in  the  World,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
unfortunate   Inclination  to  roving  which  continual! v 
possessed  him.      His  Acquaintance  with  a  certain  I' 
Woman  was  in  all   Probability  the  first  Cause  of  !vs 
addicting   himself  to   bad   Courses ;    and  as  in  tlv 
Papers  I  have  before  me  relating  to  him,  her  Histor; 
is  also  contained,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  unentcr 


Appendix.  479 

tadning  to  my  Readers  if  I  ventured  to  insert  it 
This  Woman's  true  Name  was  Mary  Smith ;  she 
iiras  brought  up,  while  young,  from  her  native  Coun- 
try of  Yorkshire  to  Lofuian,  where  getting  into  the 
Service  of  an  eminent  Shopkeeper,  she  might,  had 
she  been  honest  and  industrious,  have  lived  easily 
and  with  Credit ;  but  unfortunately  both  for  herself 
and  the  young  Man  her  Master  s  Apprentice,  he  took 
a  liking  to  her;  and  one  Night,  having  first  taken 
Care  to  make  himself  Master  of  the  Key  of  her 
Door,  he  came  out  of  his  own  Chamber  into  hers, 
where,  after  a  faint  Resistance,  he  got  to  Bed  to  her. 
Their  Correspondence  was  for  a  good  while  carried 
on  without  Suspicion ;  but  the  young  Man  having 
one  Night  stolen  a  Bottle  of  Rum  with  a  Design 
that  it  should  make  his  Mistress  and  he  merrv 
together  before  they  went  to  Bed,  they  inconsiderately 
drank  so  heartily  of  it,  that  the  next  Morning  they 
slept  so  sound  that  their  Master  and  Mistress  came 
up  Stairs  at  ten  o'Clock,  and  found  them  in  Bed 
together.  Upon  this,  the  Wench,  without  more 
Ado,  was  turned  out  of  Doors,  and  was  forced  to 
live  at  a  Htde  Alehouse  of  ill  Repute,  where  Sanders 
used  to  come  of  an  Evening,  and  so  got  acquainted 
with  her. 

yohn  Miptshatn  was  an  unfortunate  Wretch,  bom 
of  mean  Parents,  and  equally  destitute  of  Capacity 
or  Education.  From  the  Time  he  had  been  able 
to  crawl  alone,  he  had  known  scarce  any  other  Home 
than  the  Street  Shoe-blackers,  and  such  like  Vaga- 
bonds, were  his  constant  Companions,  and  the  only 
honest  Employment  he  ever  pretended  to  was  that 
of  Hackney  Coachman,  which  the  Brethren  of  the 
Whip  had  taught  him  out  of  Charity.     Thus  furnished 
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with  ill  Principles,  and  in  ever)'  Way  fitted  for  those 
detestable   Practices  into  which   they    precipitate'^ 
themselves,  they  first  got  into  one  another's  Company 
at  a  Dram  shop  near  St  Giles  s-in-tlu-Fields,  much 
frequented  by  Constafue  BuckU,  tl  most  lewd  and 
abandoned   Strumpet,  and   one  Rowland  Jones,    a 
Fellow  of  as  bad  Principles  as  themselves.     One 
Night,  having  intoxicated  themselves  with  the  vHe 
Manufacture  of  the  House,  they  went  out  after  they 
had  spent  their  Money,  and  in  Bloomsbury-Square 
attacked  one  jfohn  Ross^  from  whom  they  took  away 
a  Hat  value  five  Shillings,  and  four  Pence  Hall- 
penny  in   Money.      This   Man,  it  seems,  lived  the 
next  Door  to  the  Gin-Shop  where  they  frequented, 
whither  going  the  next  Day  to  make  Complaint,  he 
was    immediately  told   that   the    People   who  had 
robbed  him   had  sold  his    Hat,  and  were   cominsj^ 
thither  by  and  by  to  drink  the  Money  out  in  Gin. 
Upon  this  Information  Ross  procured  proper  Assis- 
tance, and  the  People  keeping  their  Appointment 
pretty  exactly,  were  all  surprised  and  taken.     In  the 
Confusion  they  were  under  when  first  apprehended, 
Minsham  and  Sanders  in  part  owned  the  Fact ;  but 
Rowland  Jones  making  a  full  and  frank   Discover)', 
was  accepted  as  an  Evidence,  and  produced  against 
them  at  their  Trial  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  at  the 
Old'Bailey,  where,  upon  full  Evidence  they  were  all 
convicted  of  this  Fact 

Fraiuis  Sanders,  Constance  Buckle,  and  Robert 
Tyler,  were  also  indicted  for  assaulting  Rie/iard 
Smith  on  the  Highway,  putting  him  in  Fear,  and 
taking  from  him  a  Hat  value  five  Shillings. 

Rowland  Jones,  the  Evidence,  deposed,  that  the 
Night  the  Robljer)'  was  committed  he  was  in  Com- 
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pany  with  the  Prisoners  at  a  Brandy  Shop,  where 
having  drank  till  they  were  all  pretty  much  elevated, 
they  went  out  in  order  to  see  what  they  could  pick 
up ;  and  not  far  from  the  Place  they  overtook  a  Man. 
Seeing  he  had  a  pretty  good  Hat  on,  Sanders  hit 
him  a  Blow  on  the  Pate  ;  that  not  doing  the  Business, 
he  repeated  it,  and  on  the  second  Blow  the  Hat  fell 
off  from  his  Head,  whereupon  Constance  Buckle 
caught  it  up  and  clapped  it  under  her  Coat  Con- 
stance Buckle  acknowledged  she  was  in  their  Com- 
pany when  the  Man  was  knocked  down  and  the  Hat 
taken ;  whereupon  the  Jury%  without  withdrawing, 
found  them  guilty,  and  they  received  Sentence  of 
Death. 

The  Woman  Constance  Buckle  pleaded  her  being 
with  Child,  and  a  Jury  of  Matrons  being  impannelled. 
they  found  she  was  quick,  and  thereby  procured  her 
a  Respite  of  Execution,  and  soon  after  her  Sentence 
was  changed  into  Transportation.  The  Rest  under 
Conviction  behaved  themselves  very  indifferently, 
and  manifested  sufficiently  that  though  Custom  and 
an  evil  Disposition  might  make  them  bold  in  the 
Commission  of  Robberies,  yet  when  Death  looked 
them  steadily  and  unavoidably  in  the  Face,  all  their 
Resolution  forsook  them,  and  in  their  last  Moments 
they  behaved  with  all  the  Appearances  of  Terror 
which  are  usually  seen  in  Souls  just  awakened  to  a 
due  Sense  of  their  Guilt.  They  died  at  the  same 
Time  with  the  aforementioned  Malefactor,  on  the 
23rd  of  December,  1730;  JV/tite  being  18,  Satiders 
near  1 8,  and  Minshani  1 6  Years  of  Age. 
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